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OFFICIALS PROBING
CAMPAIGN TO RAID
COMMERCE AT SEA

Filibustering Move Againsi
Mexico Also s Being
Investigated

WASHINGTON BUSY
WORKING ON MYSTERY

Depaiture of Sea-Going Motor
Boats, Escape of German
Officers, . and American
Yachts In Gulf of Mexico
Looked On With Suspicion
By Government Authorities

By ithe Ammaciaied Press).
Washington, Oct. 28.—A tungled

« skein of clrcumsiances is perplexing

officinls here, polnting either to the
tnstitution of & new commerce rald-
tng compaign by Germans in the Car-
tibbean sea, ar the beginning of a se-

ries of iilibustering expeditions against
Mexicn, The justice, navy and state
departments have worked on the mys-
tery several weeks, without success

The departure ol severnl sea going
motor boats, the escape of German
warrant officers interned st Norfolk,
and the mysterious movements of sev-
ern]l American vachts inm the Gulf of
lluxinn‘ have haffled not only officials
of the Washington goverament who
are anxious to prevent violations of
neutrality through use of American
territory as a base of naval operations
but also agents of the British govern-
ment, who fear & commerce raiding
eampalegn is atout to be begun against
the tank steamers which carry oll
from Mexican ports for use of the
Pritish navy. The circumstances
which officiais believe are all con-
nected in a genernl way, follows:

1. The sudden departure six
interned German warrant officers
from Norfolk In the motor yacht
BEelipse, proviglon for several days
voyage.

2. The arrivel at Buena Ven-
tura, Colombin, of an American
ship “Academy”™ from San Fran-
gisco. henvily provisioned. One
of the owners of the Academy
telegraphed the govermment here
that the vessel had no instruc
tions to go to Colombia. The cap-
tnin of the vessel claimed that he
put into the Colombian port for
repalrs. Bome doubt exists as to
the reul identity of the vessel and
officials have sent to the Ameri-
ean consul at Callao the registry
number of the Academy and have
asked for a complete description

8. Two yvuchts, the Alameda
anf the Ventura—havs been lying
at Key West, TMorida, for several
weeks, Louils Van Horn, of New
York city, who owned them origi-
nally {8 understoad tu have sold
the Alameédn to 2 General Pas-
quern. The Vertura was recent-
tv atolen, it & clnimed, from Key
Weat, by *“Mexiean pirates” and
recoverad Ly aen American ooast
patrol.

4. An American sailing vessel
called the Two Sisters went
agroimd on an islend off the coast
of Louisiana reoently clatming te
have come from Mexico for re-
patrs, Her status i under in-
vastizgution.

6. The American ghip Zealandia
loft Pensacola, Florida, suddenty
il nteht with & large stock of pro-
viglone on board for Tampico,
Mexioa, und with a number of
Germuns in her e¢rew., The sar-
rival of the vessel at Tampice has
been reported, where an investi-
gation will be made. An Ameri-
can flag painted on the side of the
vessel oririnally Had been painted
out. Tt is claimed the vessel flew
the German filag at sea, but this
hus been derded by the owners

6. An American yacht Ethel
dimpppearrd from Jacksonville,
Fla., within the Inst few weeks,
and has not been found.

Officials have two theories as to the
meaning of this series of happeninga
Ome is that wealthy Mexicans in the
United States are financing filibuster-
ing expeditlons that have some con-
nection with the raide in the vieinity
of Brownsville, Texas, and the other
is small bhoats puttine out from the
United Btatee are being met at sea
&nd armed with guns of medium cali-
ber for raiding purposes.

The latter theory originated when
a2 British tank steamer arrivineg in a
South American port reported that on
her way from Tuxpam, Mexico, she
had been fired upon at sea bv a small

boat. The beMef exists a2 some quar-

ters here that a base of operations

Bas besn emtabMehed on an island

m the coast of Eattl where guns
been accum

ol Toie nlated for use on

that
the U are brought there

OFFICE BOY ADMITS STEALING

$1,000 IN JEWELS FROM BOSS

Asheville Youth Returns Valuables After Making Confession To

Detectives; Asked $30 For Giving Up Loot; Arrested By
Clever Ruse On Part of Police

{Special to The News and Observer).

Asheville, Oct. 23.—Garland Benja-
min, office boy employed by O. D.
tevell, trusted with a number of tasks
of minor importance is said to have
confessed to plain clothes men follow-
ing his arrest at an early hour this
morning, that he stole from Mrs.
Revell’'s bed roowm jewelry valued at
more than $1,000, all of which has
been returned.

The youngster said that he went to
the Revell home when he knew Mr.
and Mrs. Revell had an appointment
at the home of a friend, and he was
confldent that the servants would be

—

away. He found the jewelry on the
dresser and hid it in his room in the
Revell building.

He was trapped when he returned
a portion of the jewelry with a note
stating that the remainder would be
turned over to the owner if $30 were
left in the malil box in Mr. Revell's
office. His crude ruse worked poorly,
detectives who were stationed in the
building, nabbing him when he went
to get the money.

Benjamin has been put in jail here
and will be tried at the next session

of the juvenile court, being but sev-
enteen yvears ol age.
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RUSSIANS CLAIM SUCCESSES

German Drive at Riga Checked
ALONG FRONT OF 675 MILES

F OR almost the firse time since
the great Austro-German of-

fensive began last May, Russian
military officers now describe the
sitnation along the whole 65 mile
front as satisfactory. They assert
that the German drive at the Bal-
tic port of Riga has been halted
and that the Ruassi. ns are gaining
lﬁlnng tiie morthern e¢nd of the
ne.

In the center of the eastern
line there is litude activity. In the
south the Rassians are represent-
ed by Petrograd as following up
their recent successes. The of-
ficial report from Berlin, however,
sayy that the Russians have been
defeated in several of their as-
saunlts and that the Germans have
gained ground in one district.

$ & o

On the Austro-Italian front one
of tne greatest battles of that war
is in progress. T.e Italians are
on the offensive from Switzerland
to the Adriaticc This movement
is described in Italian press des-
patches as the beginning of the
second phase of the war, the Ital-
ians having accomplished their
first task of penetrating Auastria
and securing Italy against inva-
son. The Italian war office re-

<

ports several victories but  the
Austro-Hungarian authorities re-
cord the failure of Italian attacks.

+ + 4
The Serbians continne to give
ground to both the Austro-Ger-
mans and Bulgarians. The Ger-
man war office announced that a
crossing of the Drina had heen
effected near Visegrad, the Ser-
bians being driven back. The
Bulgarians have made further ad-
vances, although Sofia reports
that the movement is being delay-
ed in places by bad weaiher.
+ 4+ +
The bombardment of the Ae-
gean coast of Bulgaria by an al-
lied fleet is said by the British ad-
miralty to have done extensive
damage to harbor works and
shipping. Italian men-of-war are
reported from Brindisi to have
participated In the attack wl.ich.
according to Sofia, was “without
military significance.”
e & o

In France and Belgium another
lull has set in. The only activi-
ties reported are three small Ger-
man attacks, said by the French
to have been repulsed and an ac-
tion in Lorraine, which, Paris an-
nounces, resulted in the capture
of a trench by the French.
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PRESIDENT TO WIN
KITCHIN FOR DEFENSE

By H. E. C. BRYANT
(Wasbington Staff Correspondent.)
(Bpecial to The News and Obeerver.)

Washington, Oect. 23.—The News
and Observer correspondent learned
tonight from a reliable scurce that
the President is going to try to get
Representative Claude Kitchin, ma-
jority leader of the House, in line for
the administration’s national defense
program.

. Representative Hay, chairman of
the House committee on military af-
fairs, will confer with the Presidont
Monday. It is understood that Mr.
Hay will support the President in his
recommendations for a larger army
and navy. The administration ap-
pears to be perfectly satisfled with the
position assumed by Representative
Hay, and it has now turred its at-

tention to Claude Kitchin.
e T

RUSSIANS EXPECTED IN
BALKANS IN 2 WEEKS

(By the Amodﬂed Preas).

London, Oct. 23.—Rumanian news-
papers as quoted In a dispatch to the
Exchange Telegraph Company from
Zurich =ay that the Russian general
Visnoliko asserted “in a fortnight at
the latest Russian troops will land on
the Bulgarian coast.”

General Visnolliko, who is Emperor
Nichols' adjutant, is now on his way
to Serblan headquarters.

147 KILLED IN YEAR ON
SOUTHERN R. R. TRACKS

(Bpecial to The News and Obwerver.)

Washington, Oct. 23.—Making a
plea for the conservation of human
life, President Fairfax Harrison, of
Southern Railway Company, states
that during the fiscal year, ended
June 30, 147 trespassers were killed
on the tracks of Southern Railway.
Mr. Harrison urges the development
of a pudlic sentiment that will put an
end to the hasardous practice of tres-

passing on raliway property.

OPPORTUNITY FOR BOYS
TO PRACTICE AVIATION

By H. E. C. BRYANT,
Washington Staff Correspondent
(Special to The News and Observer.)

Washington, Oct. 23.—When Secre-
tary Danlels puts into effect his plan
to employ civillans for the Aviation
Corps of the Navy, ambitious North
Carolina boys with a turn for me-
chanics and aircraft will have an op-
portunity to secure good positions
with the government.

Mr. Daniels thinks that the best
men for the aviation will come in as
18 and 19 years old boys with a ge-
nius for flying.

Congress will be asked Lo adopt the
suggestion of Mr. Daniels, and if fa-
vorable action is taken every civilian
aviator in the nation can get in the

naval corps, provided he is a man of
character.

WINSTON YOUTH KILLED
BY FALLING TREE

(Special to The News and Oleerver.)

Winston-Salem. Oct. 23.—Mat Zig-
lar, aged 20, was Kkilled by a falling
tree while out 'possum hunting with
two friends near Rural Hall at iwo
o'cleck this mornig.

In felling the tree, on whicli the
opossum was located, it fell azainst
another one. Ziglar went under it

when it dislodged, crushing him to
death.

CLINTON MAN SHOT IN
BREAST IN ROW WITH WIFE

{Special to The Newsz and Ohservar).

Clinton, Oct. 23.—In a auarrel with
his wife tonight Ben Sparrow was shot
through the right breast. The buliet
passed through his body, but he is ex-
pected to live. Mrs. Sparrow was ar-
rested and held in $500 bond for her
appearance in court on Monday.

The woman declared at a hearing
before the mayor tonight that she saw
her husband put his hand to his breast
as If to draw a weapon and fired first,
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| Attacks Widely Diverte

Land and Sea To Rus!
To Little Slav Al

ITALY LAUNCHES
MOVE ON 41187t

British, French and ©
Warships Shell Bulgar &+
While Moscovites Start
Menace at Rear of G
Force at Riga, Dol
cially Admits

{Br the Associated '«

[London, Oet, 23— Widel i
though syvnchronous, diversione
entente forces on land and <oy
ed evidently to relieve 1he
Serbia pending the time allied
of sufficient weight ean voaoh
kan front, have marked t}.
ments of the last 346 hous

Italy. having confined i
weeks to local actions, hu
general offensive alone the
Trentino frontiers of A
warships, including 1lus-uu
have battercd the Bulgir
the Aegean, aind Rus=ia |
the pressure on the easio
by a coup of combined
operations has tiang
the coast of Courland, 4o
eas=t of Rigza, thus mno
of General Von Below'
for so long has Licen s
Baltic port.

News of this surpris
closed in the Berlin ol
cation, which describies
Ended as of simnall stroo

The fact that 4 Russian v
ticipated in thie borabardio
Bulgarian coast is attesied Ly
ish ofllcial statement, and 1= we
in England as an incidern
dispel the idea supposod o |
many Bualgarians that thes
fighting for their former o
Russian southern fleet, of courss
locked in behind the Daraaned
the only Rus=:zian warship
waters, so far as Knowrn, it
Agkold.

The admiralty stateiment sgou
Llectively of “British, French
sian ships,” fo it is Impossibie
the make-up of the sqguadro
Italian craft took part, it b
been made known in England

Russian participation has _
stronger color to the recent 3
that she plans the landing o1
on the Bulgarian Black Sea

What progress the British i
French troops are makins It 1007
advance to the relief of Serbiu i
withheld, and there are misz!iv) b

many quartess that Scrbia not !
be saved in this way.

Greece’s apparently autid .
mand that allied soldiers o “
her safety rather thun aliied
sions to expand her domliiog
stituted her price for aliznin
against the central powers and T 7-22¥
carries the implication that
gards the forces landed ot =
far from adequate for tie |

Rumania’s stipulatio
her entry into the war 1
the entente powers, ha=s accu
report, narrowed to a sirillal
more specifie demand for 00
lied troops to insure Der &
vasion. France, it is -'t:'.'-'T':'-":.
quartiers here, could hardis
men and =0 the burden Wou
sarily fall on Russia and (i1
primarily Great Britali.

The King's appeal for
England has had a m:n'.-.-r-;‘. '
today's enlistmenis, accordil =
T.ondon papers, and its ultimab
with a fair trial of the Iarl of 1
rlan may decide the moot qur
conscription. L3

That the Serbians positii
ie the opinion of the Briii-:
With this admission there !
inr daily an increasing ri!
Crecce's attitude, coupled
mands that the allies do no? ¢ X
poiicy to drift while ther
gibility of her turning
entente,

A Serbian official comm
refers to the presence ol
troops co-operating with the &
forces in the neizhborhood ol
mitsa, but in none of the comb

- A

tions since the beginning of th
Ezlkan campaign has the Ensii=
mentioned.

The Bulgarians though harai
weather are driving further I
interior of Serbia, while the 4
('-rman forces on the north «nd A
frontiers are maintaining terrihic =0 -
sure and moving =lowly fOrwas s

-
They have gained another :
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