THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

In The Religious World

A KING WHO PUT BUSINESS INTO

RELIGION.
The Imtermational Sunday School
Lesson for November 7 is “Joash
Repairs the Temple”"—I1  Kings

11:21:12:186. _
(By WILLIAM T. EL14sS.)
i1 1 were czar of this Western

worid 1n this present unequalled ecri-
v+ in human events, there are three
r four fundamental things that I
would set the people to doing. Chief
smong these I would require that all
e churches and religious socleties
throughout the land receive fresh at-
rention, and that as many may be
recessary, they be rebuilt in their phy-
ul equipment and spiritual organi-
Wherever there is a breach in
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walls of the church—-literally eor
metaphoricaly-—it  should be quickly
cepaired, The fashion of young king
toash, of long ago, whose experience
i rebuilding the temple is today's
~unday school lesson, is a fundamen-

faushion to follow,

The reason is clear; such crises in
4 nation's life as the present are to
met first of all by spiritual Torces.
the armies and navies that milli-
w1y genius could devise or command
snnot safeguard a nation whose peo-
ple have lost their vision and their
noblest  purposes. Ideals are ulti-
mntely the defence of a nation. No
graver issue is before our time thau
that of rehabilitating in the minds
of the multitudes the great old con-
victions and purposes which first made
i« strong. Nobody need lose sleep at

pight from fear of a hostile invasion:
5

smeern over the steadily undermin-

ne of the integrities of faith and dnty
he detected

in process.

"he nation leoks te the Church for
sparitual strength and for the vision
that will meet the new dnties of he
Ligh hour (hat s upon wvs.  What
help remains if, in this time of times
rstead of a0 Church with a clear,
ofty.

ringing message to men's souls,
we have merely an agglomeration of
petty, contending., small-minded and
sordid ecelesiastical organizations,
cngrossed with

0
trifling politics and
the material needs of self-subsistence,
that they are deaf and blind to the
hero summons of God and human-
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Life Mirrors Religion.

ke every wother national leader
wlhio has had wit enough to know
anvthing about his
understood that the prosperily of
Judah was bound up with the wel-
fare and fidelity of religion. No na-
tion ever comes to its height apart
from the inspiration and support of
a religious faith. Both France and
Germany a year ago, were the sub-
ject of many articles concerning their
religious decline. Now, in the seven-
times heated furnace of war both have
found their souls. Yet it is because
the nations had subordinated spiritual
cencerns to material values that we
have this world war . Life mirrors
religion. When religion becomes
perfunctory, mechanical or secondary,
then we have sweh collapses of civili-
ration as that which is today stagger-
g humanity.

is it too much to hope that after
the awful obligations which this war
is creating have been laid upon the
survivors, and accepted open-eyed,
snme nation will delibarately under-
take to give religion the right of way
in itg life? Can we imagine a people
dedicated whole-heartedly to God’s
highest purpose? What could :ot
such a nation do in this re-made
world! Occasionally mankind Las
scen what  one  wholly, dedicated
C'hristian  could accomplish. When
Dwight L. Moody was a young man
he heard a speaker say, "‘The world
B yet to see what God can do with a
wholly consecrated man.” Moody
resulved that he would be that man.
And Moody, whose bones are mold-
ering on Little Round Top in North-
ficld, =till lives as one of the world's
Erciaiest forces.

Making a Clean Sweep.
anybody asks why the temple
al Jorusalem so sorely needed repair-
ing. there is one sentence in the les-
o1 which makes answer. After the
record of Joash's lovalty to God. we
read “Howbeit the high places were
not taken awayv; the people still sac-
rificed and bnrnt incense in the high
plames.”  That is a good picture of
life. Theoretically, we have
A Christian  eivilization, actually,
materialism. pride, arrogance, cruel-
ty, selfishness and avarice have Kept
the incense burning oun their high
placves. There is no room even in the
circimambient either for the smoke
of the rival incense from the altars
of Jehovah and the altars of idol-
atry  and seclf-indulgence. Gaod de-
mands that e be God alone. )

A gueer notion is Jdodged !il'lui.\'_in
certain pious minds that the passiva
virtures are 211 that are needed for
the bLrioging in of the kingdom of
heaven, Some folk don't want (o be
disagresable even 1o the devil him-
self.  They would not speak ill about
even the worst foes of socviety. This
is the movre strange when we remein-
ber thut if anything ai all is clear
in the programe ol Cod, rs indicaied
i bath the Old Testane SLary and
the New "= Lieeo 24 of the life
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