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~ Tommy (1o Jock, on leave)—Whnt
‘“Aahont the lingo? Suppose you wint
4N egg ‘over there, what do you snyt

Jock—Ye julst say, “Oof,"

Fommy-—Tut suppose yon want two?
: Jock=-Ye say "I'wn oofs,” nnd the
e silly anid fule wife gies ye three, and
i ye juist gie her back one, Man, iU's
M awful sasy laaguuge,~FPunch,

Wrong Time O’ Year,
“That feliow seems excited nbout
~

“Yes. e wus born In Kansas and
 Alds is tae first Ume he has ever scen
- He ocean.”

- *“Uwmph! He must be a stupld cuss
"% walt until the hathing season is
- dearly over before coming to take n
ook at it

which reached back over the lapse of
Jonely, searing years and found the boy
in him. He who had been worse than
dead was now grasping at the skirts of
lifo~—~which meant victory, honor, hap-
piness, Duane knew he was not just
right In psrt of his mind, Small won-
der that he was not insane, he thought!
He tramped on downward, his marvel-
ous faculty for covering rough ground
and holding to the true course never
before even in flight so keen und acute.
Yot all the time a gpirit was Keeping
step with him, Thought of Ray Long-
streth as he had left her made him
weak, But now, with the game clear to
its end, with the trap to spring, with
Huccess strangely haunting him, Duane
could not dispel memory of her. Heo saw
her white face, with its sweet sad lips
and the dark eyes so tender and tragic,
And time and distance and risk and
toll were nothing.

The moon sloped to the west.
Shadows of trees and crags now crossed
to the other 8ide of him, The stars dim-
med, Then he was out of the rocks, with
the dim trall pale at his feet. Mounting
Bullet, ho made short work of the long
slope and the foothills and the rolling
land leading down to Ord. The little
outlaw camp, with {ts shacks and
cabins and row of houses, lay silent and
dark under the paling moon. Duane

assed by on the lower trall, headed
nto the road, and put Bullet to a gallop.
He watched the dying moon, the wan-
ing stars, and the east. He had time to
80 he saved the horse, Knell
would be leaving the rendezvous about
the time Dvanoe turned back toward
Ord, Between noon and sunset they
would meot,

The night wore on. The moon sank
behind low mountains in the west. The
stars brightened for a while, then faded.
G gloom enveloped the werld, thick-
ened, lay llke smoke over the road.
Then shade by shade it lightencd, until
through the transparent obscurity
shone a dim light.

Duane reached Bradford before dawn.
He dismounted some distance from the
~tracks, tied his horse, and then crossed

_over L0 the station, He heard the click-
ing of the te instruments,
‘and it thrilled him. The operator

~sat  inside reading. When Duane
‘tapped on the window he looked up

:’. v
 “Send

. with startled glance, then went swiftly
;to_llainlock t&o door.

: ello. Ve me paper and cil
: wm: tnmbun‘ hand:'th mto
L Wi ® operator
complied. Duane wrote out the mes-
he had carefully composed.

thing leonine about
tawney. He blazed. He seemed beau-
tiful as fire was beautiful. But looked
At closer, with glance seeing the phy-
sical man, instead of that thing which |
shone from him, he was of perfect
build, with muscles that swelled and
rippled, bulging his clothes, with the
magnificent head and face of the cruel
flerce, tawny-eyved jaguar.

Looking at this strange Poggin, in- |
stinctively divining his abnormal and
hideous power, Duane had for the first
time in his life the Inward quaking |
fear of a man. It was like a cold |
tongue bell, ringing within him and!
numbing his heart. The old instinc-
tive firing of blood followed, but did
not drive away that fear. He knew.
He felt something here deeper than
thought could go. And he hated Poggin,

That individual had been consider-
ing Fletcher's appeal.

“Jim, T ante up,” he said, “an’ if Phil
doesn't raise us out with a big hand—
why, he'll get called, an’ your pard
can set in the game.”

Every eye shifted to Knell. He was
dead white. He laughed, and any one
hearing that laugh would have realized
his intense anger equally with an as-
surance which made him master of the
situation.

“Poggin, you're a gambler, you are—
the ace high, straight flush hand of
the Big Bend,” he said, with stinging
scorn. “I'll bet you my roll to a greaser
peso that I can deal you a hand you'll
be afraid to play.”

“Phil, you're talkin' wild,” srowled
Poggin, with both advice and menace
in his tone, :

“If there's anythin’ you hate it's a
man who pretends to be somebody else
when he's not. Thet s0?”

Poggin nodded in slow gathering
wrath,

“Well, Jim’s new pard—this man
Dodge—he’s not who he seems. Oh-ho!
He's a hell of a lot different. But I
know him. An' when I spring his name
on you, Poggin, you'll freeze, an’ your
hand'll be stiff when it ought to be
Iixhtnin"—All because you'll realize
you've Deen standin’ there five minutes
—five minutes alive before him!”

If not hate, then assuredly great pas-
sion toward Poggin manifested itself
in Knell's scornful, fiery address, in
the shaking hand he thrust before Pog-
gin's face. In the ensulng silent pause
Knell's panting could be plainly heard.
The other men were pale, watchful,
cautiously edging either way to the
wall, leaving the principals and Duane
in the center of the room.

“Spring his name, then, you—" said

vislently, with a curse.

Kney]l did not even look at
the man he was about to denounce. He
leaned toward Poggin, his hands, his
body, his head all somewhat ex-

Poggin., was

[almost involuntarily, he hurried faster

on. Action scemed to make his state
less oppressive; it eased the weight.
But the farther he went on the harder
it was to continue. Had he turned his
back upon love, happiness, perhaps on
life itself?

There seemed no use to go on farther
until he was absolutely sure of himself.
Duane received a clear warning thought
that such work as seemed haunting
and driving him could never be carried
out in the mood under which he la-
bored. He hung on to that thought.
Several times he slow up, then stopped,
only to g0 on again. At length, as he
mounted a low ridge, Fairdale lay
bright and green before him not far
away, and the sight was a conclusive
check. There were mesquites on the
ridge, and Duane sought the shade be-
neath them. It was the noon hour,
with hot, glary sun and no wind. Here
Duane had to have out his fight. Du-
ane was utterly unlike himself; he
could not bring the old self back; he
was not the same man he once had
been. But he could understand why.
It was because of Ray Longstreth.
Temptation assailed him. To have her
his wife! It was I{mpossible. The
thought was insidiously alluring. Du-
ane pictured a home. He saw himself
riding through the cotton and rice and
cane, home to a stately old mansion,
where long eared hounds bayed him
welcome, and a woman looked for him
and met him with happy and beautiful
smile. There might—there would be
children. And something new, strange,
confounding with its emotion, came to
life deep in Duane's heart. There
would be children! Ray their mother!
The kind of life a lonely outcast always

yearned for and never had! He saw it
all, felt it all. !
But beyond and above all other

claims came Captain MacNelly's. It
was then there was something cold and
deathlike in Duane's soul. For he
knew, whatever happened, of ono thing
he was sure—he would have to kill
either Longstreth or Lawson., Long-
stretch might be trapped into arrest;
but Lawson had no sense, no control,
no fear. He would snarl like a panther
and go for his gun, and he would have
to be killed. This, of all consumma-
tions, was the one to be calculated
upon. .

Dusne came out of it all bitter and
callous and sore—in the most fitting
of moods to undertake a difficult and
deadly enterprise. He had fallen upon
his old strange, futile dreams, now ren-
dered poignant by reason of love. He
drove away those dreams. In thelir
places came the images of the olive
skinned' Longstreth with his sharp
eyes, and the dark, evil faced Lawson,
and then returned tenfold more thril-
lang and sinister the old strange pas-
sion to meet Poggin,

It was about 1 o'clock when Duane
rode into Fairdale. The atreets for the
most part were deserted. He went di-
rectly to find Morton and Zimmer, He
found them at length, restless, som-
ber, anxious, but unaware of the part
he had played at Ord. They sald Long-
streth was home, too. It was possible
that Lonntrot'h had arrived home in

ignorance.

- Duane told them to be on hand in

town with their men in case he might

‘need them, and then with teeth iooked

he met off for Longatreth's ranoch,
Duane stole through the bushes and

trees, and when nearing the porch .
heard lgya. .ufr. hmmu-v vmiha..

Al "y

Longstreth work the
action of Lawson’s gun. He heard the
hammer click, falj upon empty shells.
Longstreth had used up all the loads in
Lawson’'s gun. He cursed as a man
cursed at defeat. Duane walted, cool
and sure now. Longstreth tried to lift
the dead man, to edge him closer to-
ward the table where his own gun lay.
But, consldering the peril of r:x_m:sixf;;
himself, he found the task beyond him.
He bent, peering at Duane under Law-
son's arm, which flopped out from his
side. Longstreth's eyves were the eyes
of a man who meunt to kill. There was
never any mistaking the strange and
terrible light of eyes like those. More
than once Duane had a chance to aim
at them, at the top of Longstreth's
head, at a strip of his side.

Longstreth flung Lawson’'s body off.
But, even as it dropped—before Long-
streth could leap, as he surely intend-
ed, for the gun—Duane covered him,
and called piercingly to him:

“Don't jump for the gun! Don't!
kill you! Sure as God, I'll kill youl”

Longstreth stood perhaps 10 feet
from the table where hig gun lay.
Duane saw him calculating chances. Ho
was game. e had the courage that
forced Duans to respect him. Duane
just saw him measure the distance to
that gun. He was magnificent. He
meant to do it. Duane would have to
kill him.

“Longstreth, listen!” cried Duane,
swiftly. “The game's up. You're done.
But think of your daughter! 1'll spPare
your life—I'll try to get your freedom
on one condition. For her sake! I've
got you nailed—all the proofs. There
lies Lawson. You're alone. I've Mor-
ton and men to my aid. Give up. Sur-
rendetr. Consent to demands, and Il
spare you. Maybe I can persuade Mac-
Nelly to let you go free back to your
old country. It's for Ray's sake! Ier
life, perhaps her happiness, can be

Il

ditions might casily convey pathogenie
types, especially colon, diphtheria, and
tubercle bacilii.

“We would therefore advocate a
movement to have installed in all
places dispensing postage stamps =«
moistening device of some type. This
movement could be started with ben-
eficent results in the postoffices of the
United States government.

West Virainia's Experience.
From the Richmond Virginian.

Now that Virginia is soon to pass for
aver from under the name of the llcensed
saloon, it may prove of interest to know
how business fared In our neighboring
state of West Virginia when John Barley-
corn was forced to vacate.

We recently gave the experilence o)
washington state and of the city of Seat.
tle, as set forth by one of the staunchost
foes of prohibltion, the editor of the Seat.
tle Times, in which he declared that not
only had none of the dire prophecles of
evil come to pass,, but that he was now
gure that no such hln- resuits as he on
predicted would ever follow the prohibi.
tion of the liquor traffic,

In West Virginia, durlng the campalze
to vote the state ‘‘dry,”" much the samte
argument was advanced as became ¢
famillar to our people in Virginia in 1514
Business would be ruined, business houses
would stand idle, large capital invested ir
breweries would be absolutely wiped out
and not only would hundreds of men di
rectly employed iIn the liquor businem
be deprived of their means of livelihood
but thousands would be Indirectly af
fected.

What has been the result in West Vip
nla? We are rellably informed that the
ulldings formerly occupied by =aloons
were promptly rented for other purposcs
and that the dark prospect of vacam
buildings and depreciated real estate hoae
vanished into thin air. In fact, many o)
the saloons were aiready rented for othe
purposes before the whisky men vacated
The capital Invested in brewery plants
has not heen wiped out by any means

saved! Hurry, man! Your answer!"

“Suppose I refuse?” he queried, with
a dark and terrible earnestness.

“Then I'll kill you in your tracks!
You can't move a hand! Your word ot
death! Hurry, Longstreth! Be a man}
For her sake! Quick! Another second
now—I'll kill you!"”

“All right, Buck Duane; I give my
word," he sald, and deliberately walked
to the chair and fell into it.

Longstreth looked strangely at tha
bloody blot on Duane's shoulder.

“There come the girls!” he suddenly
exclalmed. *“Can you help me drag
Lawson inslde? They mustn’t see him."”

Duane was facing down the porch
toward the court and corrals. Misd
Longstreth and Ruth had come in sight
were swiftly approaching, evldentl)’.
alarmed. The two men succeeded in
drawing Lawson into the house before
the girls saw him,

“Dnany, you'ro not hard hit?" said
ILongstroth, ;

“Reckon not,” replied Duane.

“I'm sorry. If only you could have
told me sooner! Lawson, damn himl
Always I've split aver him!"”

“But the lasat time, Longstreth!"

“Yes, and I came near driving you to
kill me, too, Duane, you talked me out
of it. For Ray's sake! She'll be In
here in a minute, This'll be harder than
facing a gun.'

“Hard now, but I hope it'll turn out
all plght,*

“Duane, will you do me a favor?” he
asked, and he seemed shamefaced.

“Sure," :

(Contlnued Next Week.)

the breweries having been promptly con
verted to legitimate business uses. Al
Charleston the Kanawha FErewing com.
pany, we are Informed, has been convert
sd Into a cold storage plant, being used
for that purpose by the Biagl Fruit &
Produce Co., a large wholesale concern of
that city. The brewery at Bluefleld ha
been turned into an lce cream plant, an
its Ice plant is making ice for sale, bhotp
lepartments doing a good business, it i1
sald. They also use part of thelr bullding
for cold storage.

The Fairmount Brewing company has
one into the ice cream and bottling bus
ness, and it i3 sald to be doing well.

The Huntington brewery employs thred
times as many men as a meat packing
soncern as it did as a brewery, and Ip
addition furnishes local market for live
stock,

The Parkersburg brewery s now being
utilized as an ice cream plant,

At Wheeling the Reyman Brewing com
pany, formerly one of the largest in the

state, has gone into the meat packing
?uslness. and employs more men than be-
ore.

The Benwood brewery is operating as
shemlical plant.

We uaderstand that the old talk of nro
aibitlon hurting business is never evey
mentioned In West Virginia,

The Deserted Mouse.
Hushed voices of the summer winds! that

pass;
Vague dimnesa on the vacant window

8l
. Deocay, and allence—these are death, and

Souzqi-;);\lnx there 18 of presencs in the
The sentlent grace of her who planted
Ihe no‘:vr:rs that choke amid the tangled
- =Albert Bigelow Patns, 1a Setibers,




