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The Exploits of Elaine
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Hark In thu new hangout, the
Clutching Maud was laying down tbe
law to IiIh lleutenaiitH utiil heelers,
when Hllm at luxt (ntired.

"Ilulil" growled Dm master crim-
inal, conveying the fact that ho wai
considerably relieved to urn him at
lait. "Whore linvn you liovti 7 I've
been off on a Hitlf Job myself, and
lot hack."

Hllm apologized profusely.
"Ves, sir," Im replied haallly, "well,

I went over to the Dodge house, and
I saw them flnnlly. I followed them
Inio a jewelry ahou. That lawyer

'

wrist watch. Ho I bomthl one put on Her

Jual like (hoiiilit we and admired
u ,t t rinf UKed slim.

" K,alne' "Yott"Qlvett to me." arowled Clutching i
yM'"

Hand, letting. It the inonienl KUin dli
played It. "And don't butt In-i- eeJ"

From the capacloua deak the mai-
ler criminal pulled a act amall
drill, vlaea, and other jeweler' tooln
and placed them on the tnlilo,

All ft.. ..I........ I .K.M. . u.tt Ani.t.lA.1 l In llitt Itlllflfa.. reiiiiiiii. , "" -- " (0 ,Uer,
iuu ko wnai i uavr jiiii iiioiikiu oi "'
no? This Is just the cliuncc. Look at
me."

Carefully he piled his humli to tbe
job, regardless of time.

"There," he exclaimed at last, hold-
ing tbe watch wliero they could all
see It. "See!"

He pulled out tin; atem to net the
hamla and slowly twUted It betweon
his thumb and finger. He turned tho
hands until they were almost at the
point of three o'clock.

Then be held tbe watch out where
all could see.

As the minute hand touched three,
from the back of the case, as If from
tbe chasing Itieir, a Utile needle, per-hap- a

a quarter of an Inch, jumped out.
It seemed to come from what looked
like merely a sinull Inaect In tbe
ration.

"You ) vhnt will Jiappen at the
hour of tliroeT'MiP naked.
'No one aafd u word, as lie bold up

a vial .which he had drawn from hla
pocket. On It they could read the la-

bel, "lllclnus."
"One of tbe most powerful poliona

In the world." lie fxcliiliupd. "Enough
to kill a regiment

They fairly gasped and looked at It
with horror, exchanging glances.

Opening the vlul 'carefully, he
dipped In a thin piece of glass and ,

placed a tiny drop In receptacle
i back of-th- e needle and on the needle
, Itself.

"I've set my Invention to go off at
i three o'clock," he concluded; "To-

morrow forenoon'. It will have to be
delivered early and I don't believe
we shall be troubled any longer by
Mils Elaine Dodge," ho added,

Calmly he wrapped up the
Innocent of destruction

and handed It to Hllm.
1

"See that she geta It In time." bo
ald merely,

i "I will, air," answered Slim, taking ,

It gingerly.

Flirty Florrle had returned that aft
ernoon, late, from aome expedition
on wblcn sua naa oeou sem.
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