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A BAND OF COMRADES.

THE GRAND ARMY MUSTER AT IN-
DIANAPOLIS ON SEPT, 4.

The Birthplie of the Wational Enesmp-
ment Lo Be Honored by a Mighty Host
of Bhys In Mos—History and Frinciplas
ofthe Order,

Onward to the World's fair by the

ay of thie Grand Army encampment at

diinapolis will be the rallying cry of
theveternie the first week in September,
The pilgrimage to Indianapolis, like that
to Chicago, is for the celebrition of a
new discovary—mamély comradeship.
The universulify and strength of the tie
that binds old soldiers together were firat
revealed at Indianapolis in 1866, when
the first national encampment of the in-
faut prder couvened thére, Up to that
time-the 1déa of a sooletyof wveterans
was only a dream, fermenting in the
minds of a handful of enthusiasts, led by
Major B. F. Stephonson, the father of
the Grand Ariny, At that gathering
the hopes of the dreamers were taken up
by the old soldiers and sailors of the na-
tion, the mystic password was whispered
to the men of the east, the middle states
and the great west, and they returned to
their homes bearing the seed of & mar-
velous and a mammoth organization,

There were then but few posts in ex-
istence. The first had been organized at
Decatur, Ills., by Stephenson in April,
18686, Stephenson and a few comrades
who were charter members of the De-
catur post had worked out the plan
while campaigning in Sherman's army
the last year of the war, Springfield,
Ills., the home of Btephenson at that
time, also had a post, but the bauner
post of the order was at Indianapolis, It
mustered over 1,000 comrades, and
although Illinois was the stronger in the
number of posts the first encampment
was called at Indianapolis. where there
was a certainty of a rousing and enthu-
siastic welcome, The call for the meet-
ing extended an invitation to all old sol-
diers and sailors in and out of the order
to fall into line and test the strength of
the old army ties. Thousands responded,
and 11 states were represented by del-
egates who had been invited and bore
state credentials, The encampment was
held in Morrigon's Opera Houge, the stage
of which had been transformed into a
field camp and draped with the battle
torn banners of the Indians regimeunts,
Unbounded enthusissm swept over the
great gathering of soldiers and was come
municated to the peopls of the city and
of the whole state,

After the business was finished end
the organization perfected on & national
basis, & rousing public meeting was held,
and Governor Morton, Indiada's war
governor, spoke to the veterans, praising
the devotion to one another and predict-
ing & wonderful fuoture for the new
Grand Army. As an echo of that en-
campment, when the news was flushed
over the comutry, a mighty cheer went
up from the Atlantic to the Pacific and
ten timea ten thousand voices shouted
»Comradeship is a fact.” The national
body of officers included veterans from
eight states — namely, Illinois, Neaw

York, Indiana, Missouri, Iowa, Ohio,
Kentucky snd Pennsylvania. General
Stephen A, Hurlburt of Illinois was
¢hosen commander in chief.

GENERAL STEPHEN A, HURLBURT,

The second nations] encampment, held
in Philadelphia in 1868, was undoubt-
edly the most important of the earlier
gatherings of the veterans, for then were
fixed the character and scope of the new
movewent, but that encampment was
made possible by the sendoff given at
Indianspolis. The deliberations at Phil-
sdelphia decided what the veleran order
should be; the enthusiasm at Indisnsp-
olis declnred that there should be an
avder of veterans, so there is little rea-
son to fear but the old soldiers who
suusterin weatern gity 100,000
will know they are there for so
nckrowledge in hearty fraternal spirit
the claims of the Hoosler capital npon
their good will. Thonsands of com-
rades who had the best chance to know
these things, becanse they were a part of
them as workers in building up the or-
der, have gone to join the *
gbhove,” for the ranks are by
Tiioe's unsparing hand almost sa fast s
the bullets thinwed them in the war
days, But what the founders knew
their juniors bhave learned.

Tradition is strong where sentiment is

i army |

fAtawn hug willbnthe magte cirele, and
ho finds enongh interest in the order to
be won from the covotsd rotirement of
pld age to an active official position. He
is an old man now, sadTtis not rash to

pre<liot that he will be borne to his last
resting place on the shoulders of his
Grand Army comrides,

And the entlmsiusim for comradeship
is not a transient one to flash brilliantly

and suddenly die ont. An old hero wns
buried in New York city the other day
who was nmong the very first to cateh
up the ringing watchword sounded by
Btephanson in 1868, I refer to General
Edward Jardine, the martyrof the draft
riot. Ha wis active in rallying old sol-
diers into the Grand Army ranks 20 to 25
years ago and was commander of the
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GENERAL HARRISON IN 1804,
department early in the seventies. His
injuries compelled him to withdraw from |
prominence in Grand Army affairs, and
for 20 years ha has been loat to view ex-
cept among the members of bis own

post, But st his desth the comrades of
the city united to give him a militury
burial. A gnard was pliced over the re-
mains, and the services of the order were
read in the presence of a large body of
comrades, who made up a worthy cor-
tege to follow the well nigh forgotten
hero to his tomb. Who in the mshing
metropolis would stop in the excitement
of finuncial panic and brave the swelter-
ing heat to remember a veteran, although
he shed his blood to prevent pillage and
destruction of the city in 18637 But for
comradeship to hold vigil over the ebb
and flow of life and death and revive old
memories a ten line obitnary would bethe
ignoble ending of a glorious career,

Nor has the enthusissm for comrade-
ship died out in the land of its birth, It
was an Indiana comrade who after 25
years of familiarity with its ceremonids,
a time long enough to have discovertd
their true character and significande,
in his presidentinl message to oon-
gress, declared that amid all the cares
und homors of the office of chief magls-
trate he could not forget that the ties of
comradeship in the Grand Army of the
Republic placed obligations upon him
eyually with the most obscure veteran,
General Harrison may be forgotten by
the nation at large, as & dethroned king
is fated to be, but the old soldiers will
ever remember that while he was presi-
dent he was always & comrade in & sim-
ple, unaffected and hearty way.

To explain this comradeship, which
had its birth so humbly in the hearts of
@ foew men and Lids grown until it af-
fects the lives of 500,000 veterans, would
puzzlo the shrewdest of the initiated.
Many an idea from the time of the grést
Galilean down has swept the world
from its feet mnd yet could not be éx-
plained. A veteran one day entertained
& company of his regimental comrades
in srms at his home and introduded
them to his devoted young wife as “*pbo-
ple 1 think the most of in all the world."
Tears came into the startled woman's
eyes, sud looking at the babe in the oradle
and two or three little tots hiding bakh-
fully in the cotners of the room shie re-
covered bLerself enough to say betwéen
her sighs, *‘That is saying s good deal,
husband."”

“Yes, it is saying a good deal, but it
comes from my heart, and | medn it as
sn expression of how dear my old com-
rades are to me, We braved death to-
gether, and that is the whole of it.”

It was that sentiment common to Wen
of one company or regiment who Bad
been close companions in many batiles
which the enthusidsts of Indianapolis
belisved would be broademed so ss fo
thrill the breast of every man who wore
the biue. Friends and neighbors nre
doomed to separation; real brothersin
arms, like brothers of the blood, cannot
always keep together. Comradeship left
to itself wounld lose cobesive power and
vanish amid the clashing changes of ue-
tive oivil life. And if it was sablimeé to
face death fogether it was sublime Lo
have faced death at all for the mime
cause. Bo the old and powerful ties of
stats pride, of army couceit, of corps en-
thusissm and of regimental and battery
feeling were swept away. A w stand-
ard was held aloft and the old soldiers
thrilled by a bugie blust never heard be-
fore except in the thunder and smoke of
battle, where all were for once alike in
the presence of death, where the inspira-
tion shat nerved the arn of esch was tut
» spark of the fire that swayed the hearts

i'%!sﬁfi
B

out-

selves anud o u foolish thing, tiuy have
the same quick conscienve to discover
the error as their more discreet brothers,
only give them time. They will see the
error and undo it or avoid repetition,
and it is comrndeship to give thewn time
and not force the good work by zealous
preaching. There is only one spiric that
can rule the Grand Army or that does
rule itin the long run, and that is the
spirit of true comradeship, the fraternal,
charitable, devoted spirit of brothera
The Masons have their differences and
their discipline to themselves, and e
church has the same in so far as it can
have them and not revive the odiouns In-
guisition,

TheGrand Army is so constitated that | g

discretion must be left to individual
members and posts. It is not an insti-
tution emanating from & center, The

life isin the individuals who associate

themselves in a post. There in the post.
with the members gathered together, is

& little Grand Army world, there the
| alpha and the omega, the beginning and

the end. The departments and national
body are the machinery mmintaining a

! touch of elbow between distant posts

and between the states. Naturally there
is friction, but saldom a collision that the
outsiders hear sbout. When theré is a

| speck of trouble that gets noised abroad.
| it never amonnta to the open war some
| people try to make out.

The pension question has disturbed
the country for nearly 20 years, but it
didn't reach the Grand Army until less
than 10 years ago. The Grand Army ex-
isted and fourished before the question
was riaised and will go on flonrishing
whichever way it is settled snd if 1t nev-
er is settled. An outsider who shonld
happen to lift the roof from a post en-
campment to heur the veteramns deliber-
ste on pensions wonld get weary over
the long order of business to be gone
through with before the guestion could
get the Aoor and go away disgasted to
find that 99 times in 100 it dovsn't get
the floor at all. The department and
national encampments meet oncea year,
their sessions last from two to four days,
and the pension business fares extreme
ly well if it gete—outside of the commit-
tee rooms—one hour's consideration in
the department councils and two hours
fn the natiomal council. That is one
hour a year in a department encamp-
ment and about two hours a year in the
nitional encampmént. “Therefore it is
extremely improbable that the Grand
Army, which was born amid the throts
of the nation's sublimest stroggle and
which has been built up and fostered
with so much jealous zeal and care. will
be destroyed by a clagh of opinions over
a subject of minor importance,

In the early days of the order partisan.
ghip eeriously interfered with its use-
fulness and threatened to become a
stumbling block to success, The evil wha
promptly met by legislating all political
discussion and action out of encamp-
ment sessions, The Grand Army may
be put upon the defensive in pension
matters, and in that case there will be &
substantial unity of sction, but comrade-
ship will never go to the wall for ng-
thing less noble and commendable, -
ery day added to the years of the aging
veterans makes newer demands upom
comradeship. Every day proves the
wisdom of those dreamers who soundbd
the army long roll amid the pedins of
peace at Indianapolis 27 yearaago, Every
day finds veterans stricken down beyonhd
the reach of pension relief with ifs tan-
talizing delays. Bvery duy adds thoa-
sands to the many, maay milliéns al-
ready drawn from the Grand Army
trensury to feed and shelter those whom
the mation with nll the solemmity of
dying oaths promised should never come
to want. But for the Grand Army and
the fidelity of comrades to comrades év-
ery wayside would be thronged with
army mendicants, the worthy snd the
unworthy, the genuine and the impostérs
commingling, and the conntry scandal-
ized by the spectucle,

Two evils that follow in the wale of
war have been spared this nation by the
nobility of the soldiery. One was the
siturnalin of disbanded armies and the
other the pest of public mendicascy, Be-
fore the lust drambeat of the voluntesrs
returning from the southern cumps Was
hushed & Grand Army post was
in every northern city of 10,000 it-
ants, and the encampment halls became
new bivouscs whose fires should hot
grow dim and where the floating, dis-
banded soldiery were drawn into adso-
ciation with their settled and provident
comrades. Committess of employmbnt
and relief prowptly took up the barden
that belonged to soclety, Inmt
the old army passed out of sight, and in
its place appeared a brotherhood of in-
dustrious, self respecting, loyal veterhns
living out in every community the dew
gospel of comradeship.

Y

£t

|

SMALL ENOUEH TO GO THROUGH.

The Parson Tells & Story Abeut a Manm

With a Conscience.
“That reminds me,” sald the
he took another bandful of ers from
the barrel cut a alles from the chesse
on the . while the proprietor of the
store moved useasily in his seat, “‘that re-
minds me of the experience of & member of
the church of which [ was the pastor up In
one spring.  The story was to
nie by Brother Jones himael! while in aft
of remorwe.

remember the tithe that you adked every

memi ber of the chittreh to contribute & quiars

ter for the purposs of paying for sthe hymn-

books which bad just been bought for the
school V'

“Yes,' I sald, ‘Brother Jones, T remam-

ber thie timeé very well.’

" iWell, parson,' he continued, ‘I sat
there in my seat watohing that ocontribn-
tion box go around and noarly ever
bady d in & quarter, When it chfne
Brotlier Smith, he put tn haif s doline, and
1 don't_know why it was uniess satan |
me in bis clutches, but I sald to m
“There, now, he has put in encugh to meke
up for mine," and I felt of the quarter in
my pockel. Just then the box came to
Widow Franklin, and she did notlru in
anything, ““There," said I, "now I'll bave
to put in my quarter, If times are hird, Atid
the childreti do need shoen, and the pros
pect for urorl are not good this year,"

“*While I was thinking this way, Elder
Bennett passed the box to Brother v,
and he put In another balt, Batan got
again and seemed to whispér' fn my
“There, thut's for you," snd so when
box mhﬂg\a next I just looked the othi
er way, and Eller Bennett pabsed aloug té

the néxt pow, nfter giving thebox s
to attfuct my attention, 'but I pms

not to notice it

Wl kuow I had nesrly seven
miles to walk bome, When T got half way
and wilk ol through the woods, it Dégan
to riln brard, and'it grew dark much sooner
than I hnd counted on, 1 reimembersd n
hollow tres just big ehodgh for me to
squasize Into which stood ‘n little farther
on, 80 T harried und reschied It Defore T got
very wét. The raln began to r down
dow, 86 [ decided to remaln in the tréd un-
til it stopped, knowing that the folks
would not warry, bechmso [ ofton remafned
in town over night when I went to chyrdh
on Sunduys.

T minde tysel s cotnfortable as possd

in that treé, amd somehow or other I fell

asleep and never woke up until daylght
the next morning. When [ did open my
eyes, I found that the water had sosk
that tree and swelled it up so that the
erack through which I hud erawled mywalf
was not more than nn 1och wide. [ was's
prisoner sure voough, and T might as well
have triéd o mahe Flinf, my landlord,
knock off some of the rent of my furm in'a
bad year as ta try and open that erack any.
I had on my best clothes, and [ had |
even my jackknife at home, )

“Well, you know, parson, that it giu
sometimies three days, sometimes a k
and often n month up in this country
it gty & good start, I lobked out of the
ermek, and there did not sesm to be oy
chaoee of ity stopping. Then I bmnﬁ
think, “"Supppse 1 should be confined h
until I starve to death?” With this thought
came recallections of my past life. I thought
of everything which 1 had done which wns
not according to the Ten Commandmiente,
of the unkind words 1 bad spoken to m
wite and childeen, nnd then I el fnm
pocket, and my bamd touched the quirter
which I had kept the day before instend of
putting it on the plate,

“Would you belleve it, parson, when 1
thought of that I felt so small that | pn%
out &mugh thet erack without the slight-
et difiouley!' " .

Then the store door opened aud ol
softly, while the loungers caught r

, There was & momentary cold
from without, knd the pirson ws
gone.—New York Tribune,

Progress and
Cookery.

“The WhEl Moves."
Théreisnd betterillustra-
tion of this old saying than
the numerous schools now-

a-days devoted to practical

kitchen processes. ©hese
schools Ifave been alert to
find a reasonable substitute
for lard. the usé of which fsso
generally condemned, This
want has been fully met by

COTTOLENE

the new vgg_ct_able Lard.
When science strikes the
kitchen, 'i't?l__t_r_ife; b;;'il_la
everybody gets the benefit.
Cottolene is a clean, deli-
cate and economical substi-
est vegetable oil, economi-
al from its Tow price ad
small quanity required 15
5o wesd” WS & ot youe

seifl by a trial.
Mgmmmm
N. K. FA K& cCo,
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“Pamson,’ he sald to me, ‘paman, do you |
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