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REV.DR. TALMAGE PREACHES A SER-

MON OF CONSOLING INFLUENGE.

Toiday wod One Hucdred Yoars From Now.,

The Necessity of Death and Deeay —Tin
ts Past, and It Is on Everlasting Now.

BrookLys, Nov, 12.«<Rev. Dr. '

b rongs alter they bhad sung:

There s no gorrow that heaven cannot cure.
The sabject wns **Oblivion and I'ta De-
feats,” Thotexts selected were Job xxiv,
20, **He shall ‘be no more remembereil,

awl Paalms cxid, 6, *The righteous shu
be in everlasting remembrance.”

“Oblivion and Ita Defeats” is my sub-
Thereis an old monster that

ject today,
swallows down everything.
individuals,  families,

It crunche

worlds, Ita diet is made up of years, o
centuries, of cycles, of millenninms, o

eons. That monster is called by Noah
Webster and all the other dictionarians
oblivion. It is & steep down which ov-
erything rolls, It is a conflagration in
It is a
dirge in which all orchestras play and a
period at which everything stops, It is
the cemetery of the human race. It is
the domain of forgetfulness, Oblivion!
At tithes it throws a shadow over all of
us, and I would not pronounce it today
if I did not come armed in the smmuth
of the eternal God on your behalf to at-

which éverything is consumed,

tuck it, to rout it, to demolish it.
OBLIVION'S WORK.
Why, jnst look at the way the families
of the-earth disappear! Forawhile they
are together, inseparable and to each
other indispensable, and then they part.
Some by marriage, going to establish
other homes, and soms leave this life,
and a century is long enough to plant a
family, develop it, prosperit and obliter-
ate it. Bo the generations vanish,
Walk up Broadway, New York; State

street, Boston; Chestnut street, Phila-
delphia; The Strand, London; Princess
street, BEdinburgh; Champs Elysees, Paris;
Unter den Linden, Berlin, and yon will
meet in this year 1898 not one person
who walked there inthe year 1703, What
ingulfment! All the ordinary efforts at
perpetuation are dead failures. Walter
Scott’s *'Old Mortality” may go round
with his chiselto recnt the faded epi-
taphs_on tombstones, bus Old Oblivion
has a quicker chisel with which he can
ent ont & thonsand epitaphs while *'Old
Mortality” is cutting in. one epitaph.

Whole libraries of biographies devoured
of bookworms or unread of the rising
generations,

All the signs of the stores and ware-
houses of great firms have changed, un-
less the grandsons think that it is an sd-
vantage to keep the old sign up becanse

1
mnge todsy preached asermon of unusn-
! und marvelous congolation to the nsu:

communities,
states, nations, continents, hemispheres,

. %A s trivmphing over thg land,

what is going on (' Copey Island is
ng on all around t X
:mvnrn‘ are ernmbliog into the waves
A_ml while this is transpiring on the ont
side of the world the hot chisel of thoin
verual fire in digging under the foundy
fion of the earth and cutting its way on

' toward the surface,

il [you that it has for ages been on fire

and the furnaces inside raging to
out. Oblivion!

11 | when our world goes it i3 &0 interlocked

f
f

ﬁedimen: for any slab of commemora-
on

died st.all. Qur earth is strock with
death, The axletree of the constells-
tions will break and let down the popu-
lations of other worlds, Stellar, lunar,
golar mortality, Oblivion! It can swal-
low and will swallow whole galaxies of
worlds as easily as a crocodile takes
down a frog.

Yet oblivion does not remove or swal-
low anything that had better not be re-
moved or swallowed. The old monster
s welecome to his meal; This world
wonld long ago have Jbeen overcrowded
if it had not been for the merciful remoy-
al of nations und generations. What if
all the books had lived that were ever
written add printed and pnblished? The
libraries would by their immensity have
obstructed intelligence and made all re-
search impossible, The fatal epidemic of
books was a merciful epidemio,

Many of the state and national libra-
ries today are only morgues in which
dead books ure waiting for some one to
come and recognize them. What if all
the people that had been born were still
alive? We would have been elbowed by
our ancestors of ten centuries ago, and
people who ought to have said their [ast
word 8,000 years ago would snarl at ns,
gaying, “What are yon doing here?
Thera wonld have been no room to turn
aronnd. Some of the past generations of
mankind were not worth remembering.

The first useful thing that many people

did was to dis—their eradle s misfortuns

and their grave a boon.

This world was hardly a comfortable

place to live in before the middle of the

last century. Somany things have come

into the world that were not fit to stay

in we onght to be glad they were put

out. The waters of Lethe, the fountain

of forgetfulnees, are a healthful draft.

The history we have of the world in ages

past is always one sided and cannot be

depended on. History is fiction illus-

the name of the ancestor was more com-
mendatory than the nameof the descend-
aut. The city of Rome stands today,
bt dig down deep enongh and you come
to another Rome, buried, and go down
still farther and you will find a third
Rome,

Jerusalem stands today, but dig down
deep enongh and you will find & Jerusa-
lem underneath, and go on and deeper
down a third Jerusalem. Alexandria
on the top of an Alexandria, and the
second on the top of thethird, Many of
the . anciens cities are buried 30 feet

trated by a few straggling facts. In all
the Pantheon the weakest goddess is
Clio, the goddess of ‘history, and instead
of being represented by sculptors ns
holding & seroll might better be repre-
sented as limping on crutches,

Faithful history is the saving of a few
things out of more things lost, The im-
mortality that comes from pomp of ob-
sequies or graniteshaftor building named
after its founder or page of recognition
in some encyclopedia is an immortality
unworthy of one's ambition, for it will
all cease and is no immortality at all.

deep, or 60 feet desp, or 100 faet_deep.

What was the matter? Any special ca-

Jamity? No. Thewinds and waves and
sands and flying dust are all undertakers
and gravediggers, and if the world stands
‘Jong enough the present Brooklyn and
New York and London will have on top
of them other Brooklyns and New Yorks
and Londons, and only afier digging and
boring and blasting will, the archmolo-
gist of far distant centuries come down
as far as the highest spires and domes
and turrets of our present American and

duro cities. ‘

bm the roll of the armies of Baldwin
1, or of Charles Martel, or of Marlbor-
ough, or of Mithridates, or of Prince
Frederick, or of Cortes, and not one
answer will you bhear. Stand them in
line and call the roll of the 1,000,000
wen in the army of Thebes. Not one
snswer. Stand them in line, the 1,700,-
000 infantry and the 200,000 cavalry of
the Assyrian srmy under Ninus, and call
the roll,+ Not oue answer, Stand inline
the 1,000,000 men of Sesostris, the 1,200,

Oblivion! A hundred years. But while
I recognize this nniversal submergence
of things earthly, who wanta to be for-
gotten? Not one of us,

Absent for a few weeks or months
trom home, it cheers us to know that we
are remembered there, Itis u phrase we
have all pronounced, *‘I hope you missed
me." Mesting some friends from whc_;m
we have been parted many years, we in-
quige, **Did you ever seame before!” and
thay say “Yes," and call us by name, and
weo feel n delightful sensation thrilling
thrangh their hand into our hand, and
ranning up from elbow to shoulder, and
then parting, the one current of delight
ascending to the brow and the other de
scending to the foot, moving round and
round in goncentrie circles nutil every
perve and muscle and capacity of body
and mind and soul is permeated with de
hgj:t‘few days ago, visiting the place of
my boyhood, I met one whomt [ had not
geen since we played together at 10 years
of age, and I had peculiar pleasurs 1o

000 men of Artaxerxes at Cunaxa, the
2,641,000 men under Xerxzes at Ther-
mopyle, and call the long roll. Not one l“ after

nzzling bim a lttle as to who | wis,
P dl u:n bardly describe the sensation
awhile he mumbled vut: :'LM.
Yes, you are De Witt.," Weall

It surprises me to hear people pay they
do not think the world will finally bo
burned up, when all sofentists will tell

by, there is only a crust betwoen us
got
_ The world itself will
r.‘_all into it as easily as a schoalboy's in-
tin rubber ball rolls down a hill, and

by the law of gravitation with other
worlds that they will go, too, and &0 far | cho forgotten the Good Samuritan with
from having our memory perpetuetad by |8 medicament of oil and wine and a free
a monument of Aberdeen granite in this
world, there is no world in sight of our
strongest telescope that will be a sure

of the fact that we ever lived or

———

a;iid breath is in their nostrils, what nre un- | W0 Mest sowe radisut coul on the boule
tie world, and the con-

reard biographies in the alooves of o vity
Ihhmr,\'. compared with (ha irerishable
| reeorvds yon have made in the illomined

|L!!I?I!lurl|-.-\ of thoze to whow v m did snel |
- [kindnesses? Formet thom?  They euns
- | forget them, '

t | Notwithains

T nll their wmieht pnd
splendor, there nre some things the tlori-
figd of hetiven caunot do, and this 1w one

of them, Thoy cannot forget an esrthly
kindness done, T v have no cutliss to
part that cabls,  They have no stres
to linrl into oblivien that binefucion,
Has Paul forgotten the inhalitants of
Malts, who extended theisland hospital-
fty when be and others with lim had
felt, ndded to & shipwreck, the drenching
rain and the sharpeold? Haa the vietim
of the highwaywan on the road to Jeri-

ride to tlie hostelry? Have the English
soldiers who went up to God from the
Crimean battlefields forgotten Florence
Nightingale?

Through all eternity will the north-
ern and sonthern soldiers forget the
northern and sonthern women who ad-
ministered to the dying boys in blue and
gray after the awfal fights in Tennessce
and Pennsylvania and Virginia and
Georgia, which turned every house and
barn and shed into a hospital and inoar-
nadined the Susquehanna, and the James,
and the Chattahooches, and the Savannsh
with brave blood? The kindnesses yon
do to others will stand as long in the ap-
preciation of others as the gates of heav-
en will stand, as the “‘Honse of Many
Mansions” will stund, as long as the
throne of God will stand.

CHARACTER IS ETERNAL.

Another defeat of oblivion will be
found in the character of those whom we
rescue, uplift or save, Character is eter-
nal. Suppose by a right influence we
aid in transforming & bad man into a
good man, & dolorous man into a happy
man, a disheartened man into & cour-
ageous man—every stroke of that work
done will be immortalized, There muy
pever be so much as one line in & news-
paper regarding it, or no mortal tongue
may ever whisper it into human ear, but
wherever that sonl shall go your work
upon it ehall go, wherever that sonl rises
your work on it will rise, and so long na
that soul will last your work on it will
last.

Do you suppose there will ever come
such an idiotic lapse in the history of
that sonl in heaven that it shall forget
that yon invited him to Christ; that you
by prayer or gospel word turned him
round from the wrong way to the right
way? No such insanity will ever smite &
heavenly citizen. It is not half as well
known on earth that Christopher Wren
planned and built St. Panl's a8 it will be
known in all heaven that yon were the
instrumentality of building a tewmple for
the eky,

We teach a Babbath cluss, or put a
Christian tract in the band of & passerby,
or testify for Chirist in & prayer meeting,
or preach a sermon and go home dis-
couraged, as though nothing bad been ac.
complished, when we had been charucter
building with a material that no frost or
earthquake or rolling of the centuries can
dumage or bring down.

There is no sublimer art on enrth than
architecture, 'With pencil and rule and
compass, the architect sits down ulone
and in silence, and evolves from hisown
brain a cathedral, ora national capitol, or
a massive howme before be leaves that ta-
ble, and then he goes out and uurolls his
plans, and calls carpenters and masons
and artisens of all sorts to execute his
design, and when it is finished he walks
around the vast strocture, and sees the
completion of the work with high satis-
faction, and on a stone wt some corner
of the building the architect's name may
be chiseled.

Dot the storms do their work, and
{ime, that takes down everything, will
vet take down that structure, until there
shall not be one stone left upon another.
Bot there is a soul in heaven, Through
vour Instrumentality it was put there.
Under God's grace you are the architect
of its eternal happiness. Your name is
written, not on one corner of its nature,
but inwrought into its every fiber and
energy. Will the storms of winter waab
out the story of what you have wronght
upon that spiritaal structure? No. There
Wre 1o stoTing in that 1lnd,lud there h no
winter. Will tilne wear out the lmip
tion which shows your fidelity? No. Time
is paast, and it is an everlasting now. Built
inta the foundation of that imperishable
structure, built into its pillars, built into
its capstone, is your name—either the
pame you huve on varth or the name b)'
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varda of tho great city who shall say:
“Yon helped me once.  You encoun

me when I was in earthly straggle, 1
do not kmow that I would have reached
nining place had it not Leen for
you"  Aud wo will laugh with heavenly
gleo ond say: “Hal bu! Do yon really
remetnber that talk? Do yon remember
that warning? Do you remember that
Christinn invitation? What a memory

is

you luve! Why, that must have been
down thero fn Drooklin and New Or-
doons di least ten thousand million years
r£0."  And tho answer will be, “Yes, it

wis o8 loug as that, but I remember it
84 well as thongh it were yesterday.”

Oh, this character building! Thestrue-
ture lasting independout of passing cen-
turies, independent of crnmbling mango-
lenms, independent of the whole plane-
tary system. Aye, il the material nni-
verse, which seems all bonnd together
like one piece of thachinery, should some
day meet with an accident that should
send worlds crashing into each other like
telescoped railway trains, and all the
wheels of constellations and L
should stop, and-down into the ¢ of
immensity all the suns sud moons and
stara shounld tumble like the midnight ex-
press at Ashtabula, that would not touch
us and would not hurt God, for God ia a
spirit, and character and memory areim-
mortal, and over that graveof a wrecked
material uriverse might truthfully be
written, “The righteous shall be held in
everlasting remembrance,”

O Time, we defy theel O Death, we
stamp thee in the dust of thine own
sepulchers! O Eternity, roll on till the
laststar has stopped rotating, and the
last sun is extinguished on the sapphire
pathway, and the last moon has il-
lumined the last night, and as many
years have passed as all the seribes that
ever took pen could desoriba by asmany
figures as they could writeinall the cen-
turies of all time, but thou shalt haveno
power to efface from any soul in glory
the memory of anything we bave done
to bring it to God and heaven!

A FROWN FOLLOWED BY A KISS,

There is snother and 8 more complete
defeat for oblivion, and that is in the
heart of God himeelf. You have seen &
sailor roll uphis sleeve and show you his
arm tattooed with the figure of & favor-
ite ship—perhaps the first one in which
he ever gafled, You have seen a soldier
roll up his sleeve and show you his arm
tattooed with the picture of a fortress
where he was garrisoned, or the face of &
great general nnder whom he fought,
You have seen manpy a haud tatteoed
with the face of a loved one before or

alter marrisge.
This tattooing is almost as old as the

world. It i{s some colored liguid pune-
tured into the flesh so indelibly that
nothing can wash it out. It may have
been thers 00 years, but when the man
goes into his coffin that puncture will go
with him on hand or arm. Now, God
says that he bas tattooed us upon his
hands, There can bo no other meaning
in the forty-ninth chapter of Isainh,
where God says, **Behold, I have graven
theo on the pelms of my hands!™

It was as much as to say: 1 cannob

open wy hund to help, bug 1 think of |

you. Iecanuot spread abroad my hands
to Lless, but 1 think of you. Wherever
1 go up und down the heavens I tuke
these two pictures of you with me. They
are so inwronght into my being that I
cannot lose them,  As long as my hands
lnst the momory of you will last, Not
on the bucks of my hands, s though to
gnnonnce you to others, but on the
palms of my bauds for myself to look
at and study und love. Not on the
palm of one hand alone, but on the
palms of both havds, for while 1
wim looking npon one hand and thinking
of you, I must have the other free to pro-
tect you, free to strike buck your eneny,
freeto lftif yon fall, Palmsof my hunds
indelibly tattooed. And though I hold
the winds in my fist no eyclone shall up-
root the inseription of your nume and
your face, and though T hiold the ocesn
in the hollow of my hand its billowing
shall not wush ont the record of my re-
membrance. ‘Beliold, I have graven thee
on the palms of my haods.'"

What joy, what honor can there be
comparable to that of belng renembered
by the mightiest and kindest and love-
liest and tenderest and most affectionate
being in the universs, Think of it—to
hold an everlasting place in the heart of
God. The heart of God!l The most bean-
tiful palace iu the universe. Let the
archangel build some palace s grand as
that if he can. Let bim erumble up all
the stars of vesternight and lomorrow
night sud put them together sa mosalcs
for such u palace floor, Let kim take all

appearance
brushed ? Is It full

Sk
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BALD H

What Is the condition
harsh, brittle? Does it
lifeless ? Does it fall out when combed
of dandruff? Does
Is it dry or in a heated condition? I
yoursymptoms be warned in time or you will become bald,
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trenchies. But to this powerless yesur-
rection {rumpet n volce responds, half
human, linlf divine, and it must be part
man and part God, saying, “Their sins
and their iniquities will I remember no
more."”

Thank God for this bleased oblivion!
8o you see I did not invite you down in-
to n cellar, but up on o throne—not into
tho graveyard to which al! materinlism
is distined, but into a garden all abloom
with overlasting remembrance. The
frown of my first text has becomo the
kisa of the sccond text., Annihilation
has become coronation, The wringing
bhands of a great agony have become the
clapping hands of a great joy. The
requiem with which we began has be-
come the grand march with which we
close, The tear of sadness that rolled
down our cheek has struck the lip en
which sits the laughter of eternal tri-
umbh.
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