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% profvie Ares,

"Nowadays, the mitute T seo that
yolow in the wair, and tho grass
eoacklea up crisp and rendy under
Howvash's tootsled, why, T dow't stop
ts do any plowing or baek-firing. B
o and moe gel 1the call of thy south

Aok, and wo tako the ool wward
Wankion.”
“Uolng to stop off at old man

IP‘ vvn's place, as per usual?” lngulired
B milaly, L, Py

{ "Bure;” aald Chance. “w&‘\'!

! “Holog to bring & miksud back with
- )

|

4% up through hls thick, curly haty

sotth, Chance lald It w the

Chanes lnughed and rubibed hls fin:

oS

heifers and plants and kide. |in Chavee’'s veins and he took the
They like Lo be the whole southern trall for relaxation.
show and boss a place like| He was whistling softly as he rode
this. They'd boss us|this time. It was geltlng on toward
something foree If ons | sunset before ke checked Siwash and
ever did get a foothold rested to take his bearings. ‘They
bere, Chance." were on the crest.of a creek bed. It
“Woulda't It do ug |was one of those meandering, dried-
good " protested up affairs, with (angied masses of
Clinnge.  “You and |mud-caked grosses down in the bot-
mo, Bill, we're get. toms and a few sorawny young cot-
. tonwoods here and there along the
wlopes. The bleached, weather-
beaten skull of a steer lny hall burled
in the sun-baked earth midway down
tha slope; bui It was not a mere
skull that caused BSiwash to droop
his long neck and whinny restleasly,
“Not meaning to argue with you,
BL,” said Chanee, “but 1| don't seo a

The horge nosed at the long, dry
grasa tops; and suddenly Chavee
looked down, not at the creek bed,
Ji.f but al the deep, tangled moss of
“|woeds where the land dipped to the
slopes, and he swuog off the pony's
Jback with a sharp exclamation. It
wna the body of & man,

“8i, you're the most sagaciov” and
perapioncious animal on four legs in
vy * .. | the State of South Dakota." -
ting too wet In our| He turned the body over and looked
ways, We're getting |8t the face. The oyes opened widely
like & couple of half-|and stared biek at him, dully at first,
petrified polliwogs down | then with slow-gathering conselous

under the creek bed. We're getiing |0ess in their listless, Almed depths.
20 plumb set hat we don't care what| “Hallo, Chance,” whispered the
wa turn into in tho next thousand |parched, blackensd lips.  “Hallo,
years, If they'll only tet ne alone, I'm L.un:ky Chance, Give me u drink.
golng to ride south tomorrow, and| Chance drow the bottle from his
I'm golug to stop off ai old man 'Ial_p pockel aml put It to the dry lips
Nawn's placo and say ‘howdy.'" Thoe mon drank thirstily. Chaoee Juid

1L wa# & challenge (o furiher avgu. | bim back on the dusty, yollow grass
ment, but Bill teok it not up. He | and sat on his heels, his square chin
knew tho spring Vs ugaingt him, s |tiited inquiringly forward.
well as (he memory of Madelaine's Where's  Leroux? he nsked.
tanned, dimpled face, with Its quick | "Heard you and he had swung futo
amila and blg, soft, dark eyes, 8o |Parinership since he got thrown out
ihe woxt morning sl daybresk Chance ©f tho reservation, Pete. Heard he
rode souib, rode with bis hend held [#nd you were making quite a bit of
high to greot the dawnlight over his |ToRey out of land speculaiion. Io-
shoulder, nnd his hat brim turped low | lan mortgages ain't much value when
with & faunty twiat, as befitting a|Uncle B:amr.zlw uses pen and ink, are
woolng cavalier, | they, Peto?

Myvery spring, for slt years buek.| The half-breed closed his eyes sh-
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ha had taken the same roule, 1t |stinately, hils lipsa shut In a curious
had conatituted Wis apriug run after | hall moon of bitterness.  Chance
the lang, aslow, enowbound winler | watched him closely. Pete Frozen

feothills whers (hie | Node he wiay called—outcast from his
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the reservation Indlans, the name of
Leroux had been enough to lend con-
fidence to any deal the half-breed pro-
posed, until miles of the best land
lay under paper bearing the Leroux
stamp,

And from out the far east of red-
taped officialdom had swung the thun-
derbolt.  After years of bickering and
dallying, the reservation was to Le
opéned np that fall. The Indians had
moved northward to good, arable,
guaranteed land, homeseekers had
crowded In down at Dallas, and, as a
|alde issus, tolally unimportant, two
ight-fingered gentlomen partaers had
found themselves and their projects
squelched.

“It's too bad, Pete, it aure {8 said
Chance scothingly, “Who gave you
this one?”

Hatred showed in Pete's eyes.

"Leroux,” he muttered. “He not
want me to tell Madelaine Nawn."

“Tell what?" demanded Chanee.
The half-breed shivered, and his head
dropped lower on hig chest. The sun
was half an hour above the line of
the earth and sky. Before that time
the soul of Pete Frozen Nose would

Chance pulled him up on his wrm and
gave him another drink. Ie didn't
want the soul to slip out before he
had all the news. il 4 G -

“Did he try to kill you, Pale?" ha
asked, bracing the half-breed’s head
against his own shoulder $M! knee,

Siwash whinnied anxidusly, liting
his nose to the wind,

"He uhoot about the girl and the
land,” began the half-breed slowly,
“She drow big land Inet fall—big In-
dinn laud down at Duallas.”

& know.” interrupied Chanes fm-
patiently. “At the land drawing. Go
on, auiek.*

“Me an’ Leroux hold Indian mort-
gage onfihat land. Last week Leroux
finds ore there, some sliver, some
gold, Then he go down an' get old
man Nawn, and they play cards, and
Leroux gets back the lamf™

“Put It's the girl's land," broke in
Chance,

“Sure.” Pete's lips formed the
words stifly. “Girl rode down with
old man Nawn to buy stuff. Come in
where Leroux's making the old man
glve up, and stirs up big row. Then

have slipped out past the sky limita. [dread

Chance bent over the form that sud.
denly grew heavier as he held it
“Which way, Pete, which way?" he
cried, shaking the half-breed slmost
savagely to force him (o spenk again,
And Pete lifted one hand slightly,
with a queer, unsteady motion south-
east, but he made no anawer. Power
of speach had left him.

Chance wuited a while, staring
blankly out at the wide, darkening
land with half-shut eyes. When (he
Inst sunset glow broke bhazily through
the still, yellow haze in long, widen.
fog lines of dull red, he mounted Si-
wish and rode southeas!, leaving
defunct half-breed In the dry, mud-
caked grasses of (he creek bed.

Miles'to the southwest lay what had
begr the reservation land, covered
now with the mushroom growth of
lents and shacks of the fall home-
seokers. Milea north and enst
stretched the prairle, a great dry sea
of tawny, hbeat-scorched grass; nnd
every time Biwash lifted his nose and
sniffed the air, It meant a fregh whifr
of fire on the wind.

Chance lifted his hat and rode fast,
a8 fast a8 he dared with Siwash's
iread of a siray Uadger hole. He
knew enough of old man Nawn's weak-
ua!_u_ and Leroux's farsightdd guile to
guéss the Gilsding partd™1h the half-
bfeed’'s narrative. Leroux held an In-
dian mortgage on the land drawn by
Madelaine Nawn,  While It dida't
nmount to the paper It was writien
on in the eyes of the law, stlll be hed
made old Nawn believe the claim was
a just one. A

Steadily the scrawny, long-limbed
pony pushed ahead, his nose pointing
out nggressively toward the point his
rider almed at. Just ahead lay old
mun Nawn's home, a meager dot
someawhers out under the waste of
the darkenivg hlue sky on the soll-
tary prairie. To Chance that night
it was like n sleep shelter and le
herder, burrying to save it from
wolves,

“Home,"” he multered. “As if any
spot on the face of God's earth could
be & home Just because it was ground
with vour own particular tag on it,
8i, a4 few hours back 1 was homesick,
I wanted some doggone little hole in
the ground for A home; wanted plants
at the windows, and a real clothes-

asleep,
other,

you say,” Mudelainé was sayiug, her

cat.
roux. You can't talle ypur 'way round

even a shack.

they chase Leroux an' me out of town, | line out buack, with

noe_d: us jéw, DA;‘II_IO- llu't Aeeds us

bad.

'!'_hii;e wis no moon fi the sky. A
ot ¢, uebulous glow seemed to
overhang the prairle since the night
had come on. It was bard to take in
a deep, full breath. 'And wsuddenly
Siwash came to a dead stop, head up,
cars pricked fprward, llstening.

From séfmewhere out of the dark-
ness aheard thore came ithe troubled
whinny of a horae,

Chance, peering keenly ahead, could

UCKY CHANCE"

and before she was aware of his Intent
he liad deliberately shot the two
ponlies deud. I

At Mnodelaine’s soream old man
Nawn %(umlglod heavily out from uné
der the bubkboard; but, before
roux could shoot agaln, there came s
nblse that checked His move, tha!
stéady, hard thud of horse's hoofi:

and, even louder still, a low, quear/
roar and the soft, quick wind that
comes before a prairie fire.

“Tt's got us!" velled old Nawn, as

see nothing; but the noise came again. he raised both hands helplessly aky-

The land was not level,
long, deep rolls; and Siwash mede

stralght for the nearest dip of land, |

Behind {t, at fAret sight, reposed a
penceful and unsuspecting camp., A

shelter of iho glope.
with boxes of provisions protruding
from its bufialo robes, stood by.
der it repoaed old man Nawn, sound
But, standing, ‘nclng each
were Jim Leroux and Made.
lalne. -

The sound of tuelr voices came
clearly on the sllence of the night.

“It don’t make no difference what
bead back like a fighting little wild-
“l know. all about you, Jim Le-

me the way you do with ddddy. Mhe
land belongs to me. I drew it. Daddy
never even knew I was putting in a
bid for it. 1t was my {dea and
mother's. You can't have it. We've
lived ever since 1 can remember in
that old shack, nnd first it wasn't
It was just o dugout.
And daddy aln't got a mite of nmbl-
tlon. He'd just me soon we all died
there., But we aln't a-geing to. We're
going to have that land of mine—do
you hear me?—and we're golug to
have n real house on it, a cottage.
house like mother psed to live in back
East. And we'ra gclng to be real
town folke, 1 know all about you,
Jim Leroux."” Her volte rose higher

Chunce listened, thoe muscles of his
throat tightening, his bands clenched

on Siwash's bridle as he waltad,

“Yow've followed daddy apnd me out
here all the way from town. 1 ain't
afrald of you, do you hear? You can’t

do & thing to us,"

“Can't 1" Leroux threw back his

It lay in|ward.

|to put him out of businese.

| brown

Leroux rose. His own horse
stood sufe, and he hesitated, looking
at Madeliine. And even ss he lin-
gored, there whizzed out over = &
head ths ciroling line of Chance

couple of ponies were pleketed In the | fajpen’ | riat, thrown nsatly and with
A buckbourd, | precision, until ft threw him flat on
|1ha enrth, roped as surély and safely
Un: lug any wteor.

- \
“It wasn't that T meant for him to
dle outright,” Chance wae fond of exs
plaining, “Bul there wasn't no time
for fine calculations, Here Wwas twg
dead borses. Here was a prairie fipg
A-sweeping down on us like kingdo
come, at short range. Here was old'
Pa Nawn, and over there wag my ow
little girl, How was 1 to slop an ]
tnke notice of Jim Leroux agal
alich odds? All I had time to do was
Aund B
sure did. Then pop took his horsey

|and 1 swung the little girl up closa

to me, and we were off. That's all,
ain't it, Madelaine, honey dear?” !

Madelnine  sald nothing. As
“missus’” of the ranch, besides a real
house in the making, she fed (he
puppies and let Chance do
the tnlking.

“It gure must have dawned on Jim
pretty sudden that be'd landed In the
right place when (he fire caught
him," sald Bill as he sorted out
flower seed envelopes on the wash
bench outside (he Kitchon door.

"God help him, anyway,” whispered
Madelaine, with n shudder, and she
leaned her head back on Chance's

shoulder. "Let's have morning glories
all over the porch, Chance. And
double hollyhocks, plak “ones with

deep-red hearts, Chance."

“Sure," Inughed Chaneco, kissing her
upturned lips. “You ean hang Bill
and me up for ornaments, if you want

T
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P8l the tone was gentle.
dubloualy.

hack up fn women’s aprons | head and laughed,

‘Sha wouldn't lke It "way out hers, | prairio breats agalnst thelr bpso like | own veoplo, and from the whites also, |and Leroux says walt for the two out |\and genernl dingbats hanging on it,] He was In no hurry. The turn lq. hIOIIP_\' girl, 'Cause why? ""““a.'

feoulil e, DY Bved you and me | long, rolling wavis, | becnuse of crooked deals oarried of | here.” |runyln~ kids' dingbats, too. And In things had taken amused him. He it's Eolng to be home, And you won't

Jiad It lonaly, Y guess o womsn would | Through the winter Lo snd hig part | In Indinn wortgages. Nol by his own| “Wait out here?’ Chance lified up | the middie of the dream, Si, was a sat down on the buckboard's shait l{"' lonegome, will you, “‘_l_tll_juit old

IO e would lve guictly i the litle | wit, however.  Chnoee knew he bad |his Lead and stared dully wround st | Hite givkbwoman, understand. | Name | and looked at the girl. 1t seemed al- Elll and me and the dogs?” He gazed
: / Nopa!' Ono ol the brown pupple® |rough shaek thant Duggod the shelter | boen mercly the outward symbol of [the wido expanse of "out here,” miles |of Madelaine.” L most & pity to do what he meant to, al“hm-r “—'Ud’-"'i:'r:- J]
rolied nonchulantly over Into tha pan ol the shelving Lutee babled D W tha business Inivicecies of Leroux. |wpon miles of bleak, allent land, with | He pursed up his lipe Into & whistle, |and leave the two of them at the Lonesome?” she repeated, her big p !
of milk, and Bil fished him out care: | big storm waz in the oir, they jonirpima lodlon agent, and now o no lving soul as far as the eye could | He had almost forgotten that stark, |merey of the fire that was certiin to eyes wide and reproachful. “Lone- |

gome, Chaneo, where you are?”

Bill looked up thoughtfully at the
blue sky and winked with an unsdes
standing hért. The other two we
silent. . X .

_(Emw._ Frank "

see,  “What for?" dead body back in the tangled dry

e il ecamps sod pralele ranches, | “To kill old man Nawn.” Then we | grasses of the eraek bed.

gotting money wheriver It grow ousy, |tallk about Madolalne: and | pay 1| “Little bit of a girkwoman, Siwash,
Por over throg yeara the two bad | teka Madelaine, and Lercux ghoot me | with brown eyes and curly hair good

winter | carrled on thelr traffe In tholr own | lke one yellow dog." ==+ % =~ldeal the coler“of this here prairie

B vitlue of his standing with | 3 kl\'amu of Hadelnl&*l@nﬁ_:&g

come. 8 Perhaps there'd he a chance
of suving out the girl if she'd beliave
hersell, it sho wouldn't tell on him, if
she'd get lnmadhd 3_n and give up the
oller. -

laba withdit & offr
& He_took gjjt his revolver carelessly,

ride ont with 1 vogs and driv
fierds down Into (ho gullics,
Iha only cxeiting thing tha Y
penaod from Sovember to Apeil
But whon it wan over, Lhe
walt, thew (00 b ocf sprivg ran fast | way,

fully and rolled Him on the ground
n tender, motherly fashlon, to dry
Aim ol “Woman don't mind being
Jonesome if they've got tho man they
Boave Bast and & few chickaus o look
(Awi for and sowe doga snd cats and |

stroller from etation to atntion -..:.v..u:‘

“Whicli way did he ao'.’"_-'_‘z‘-.;_!- | grass.
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