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The question in dispute betweenthe
Lincoln Street Car company and the
city as to the former’s liahility for
paving taxes between the tracks is
soon to be settled in the eourts. In
the meanwhile there is no reason why
the company should not go on with
the repairs necessary to Keep the
plant in working order. I the com-
pany wishes to spend forty thou=and
dollars in improvements and repairs
there is no reason why they should
not proceed todo it.  The couneil will
not agree to keep the paving between
the tracks in repair. The franchise
that the company has been granted
gives it the exclusive right 1o the
middle of the road, a right which in-
conveniences and [requently endan-
gers the life of pedestrians. The
cheap transportation and access 1o
distant parts of the city recompenses
the eitizens for surrendering the hest
part of the highway. but the compan?
should keep that part of the roadof
which it has been granted the excli-
give use, in repair. On the other hand
the property has not paid satistactors
returns on the investment. and it is
idle to expect the owners of the prop-
erty to pay anvthing that the law
does not exact from them. There s
not a taxpayer in Lincoln who would
voluntarily pay more taxes on i prop-
erty than the [aw requirei. Some of

the best lawyers have exnressed their
professional opinion to the effect that
thestreet car company is not obliged
‘b]li to pay the paving LIXesas-

sessed against them. The question
has been taken into court and it
should be decided there. In the mean-
time, opposition to the company be-
canse it has referred the matter tothe
courts, is inconsistent. There is not
a member of the council however
given to patriotic posing and sophe -
morical speechies, there is not a citizen
of Lineoln, or of Utopia, for that mat-
ter, who would net do exactly as the
directors of the Street ear company
have done.  This being so, and | have
vel to hear of anvone willing 1o pay
taxes which he was nut legally com-
pelled to pay, let us treat the street
ciar company without prejudice,
<

The Beth Book by Madam Sarah
Grand is the last of a trilogy which
began with ldeala and was followed
by The Heavenly Twins., It treats,
as they do. of the evils consequent
upon having two moral codes, one for
men and one for women. Beth isa
precocious youngstier and an uneon-
ventional voung woman who marries
acad because he asks her to and be-
cause her people are poor.  Her choice
of a hushand does not justify, as print-
erssay. She 1= a voung woman who
has never allowed her judgment to be
bhiased by eustom or convention. She
judges the rich and the poor, peer and
peasant with a singular accuracy and
justice. Like the scales in a physical
Iaboratory kept under glass that the
specks in the air may not disturb
their delicaie and true adjustment,
Beth's intuitions are exaet and her
conelusions flawless, Lumanly speak-
ing. Yet she married the first man
whoasked her. He happened to be a
mercenary, danditied, hrutal, ignorant
doctor. and daily association with him
became vivi-seetion without an anaes-
thetie.  Yet she will not admit there
is any relief, and not until ne himself
wishes a2 separatien does she leave
him. Association witha being whiose
standards and tastesare superior isas
The
inevitable comparison and just asin
L is uneoin

'l:lihf“[ Tty e As tothe other.

ovitable loss of s&lf respee
fortable cven foradegenerate Though

the ease of Dr. Maclure, Beth's

in

wushand, it is complimenting him
more than he deserves toveall i a
degenerate. That word  presuppises
former execellence. and Dr. Machire
shows no survival of hreeding, char-

acter orintellect,  He is a beast wit hi-
ont @ heast’s refinement and reserve.
To be convineed of his incurable vul

garity  reqtires  no diseriminating
judement like Beth's  Yet she mar

ries him and does not diseover that he
is impossible for several years. :!'Inix
is the weak point of the book. With

out ianunhappy marriee Mrs. Grand
could not. of courss, secure the efleets

on her heroine, but she might have
made the villain justify more exactly.
The Beth Book is about the size of
The Heavenly Twins. It takes Mrs.
Grand 575 pages to tell her story, but
the story does not grow liresome,
thercfore it is not too long. Novelists
are in the habit of beginning with a
Minerva and Apollo at least eighteen
vears old.  Modern story-tellers recog-
nize the necessity of explaining the
conditions surrounding the childhood
of their characters and respond to it
more or less,  Bot Mrs.Grand devotes
two-thirds of ber pages to the child
hood of Beth, The aceount is so vivid
and, in a sense, autobiographlical of
the lives of all sensitive and imagina
tive children. that when the story

redches the mature pericd. when i
begins to deal with the everlasting
dispute econeerning the rights of

women and the immunities of men, it
8 less interesting.

Mrs. Grand is a britliant and logical
woman. She has o message to deliver
as imperative as Joan of Are's, and
she delivers it quite ds bravely amd
effectually. She has been told appar-
ently that men do not like her books,
to which she replies in this one, that
she is not writing for men but for
women. She thinks if the women can
be induced toexpect more of men, the
men will respond. She savs that when
woinen loved knights true knights
there were, when she loved trouba-
dours the men turned troubadours,
Whatever the standard be, woman has
made it and only woman ecan change
it. <o in truth, it makes verv little
ditfference whether men, exeept for
their reflexive influence on women,
approve of Mrs Grand’s books or not,
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Much is expected of the investi-
gating committee now il work on the
witer. police and fire departments of
thiscity. It is composed of men of
the same party to which the ofieials
it investigates belong.  Thus the pec
ple are heginning to hope that the
rumors which have been atloat ever
sinee the beginning of the present
maver's administration as to the sell-
ing of pesiticns io the fire and police
departments, may be confirmed by
facts They hope for the worst be
cause a punishment of such offenses
now will make thie election of any of
the old crew very diffienlt if not im-
pessible.  The republican  party s
striving to rid itsell of dwe rubbish
which has weighted it down and ch-
senred its prineiples. It is 4 measure
of self-preservation, and if these whe
are guilty do not succeed in conceal-
ing the evidences of their robberies
frum the people they have robbed
there is more encouragement in the
the present siuation than there has

been for years. The couneil commit-
tee has proceeded very wisely in mak
ing its investigations. It is composed
of those who have fought for an eco-
nomical admintration, and the result
of its work, unless the obstacles to
discovery are insurmountable, will be
gratifying to the people,
-

The mavor wrate the following note
to the counecil and it was read at the
meeting on Monday night -

To the City Couneil- Gentlemen:
Owing to the pending investigation of
the water department [ have deemed
it advisable to make oo permanent
appointment to fill the vacaney oeen-
stened by the resignation of L. J. By-
ers. In view of the situat on | deem
it best to place the department for
the present in the hands of W, W,
Cochran, and would therefore nomi
nate him for that, pesition  tempor
arily, and only until such time as it
may seein advisable te make a per-
manent nomination. 1 trust yvou will
agree with me on the advisability of
pursuing this plan, and confirm the
appointment hereby made. Respect-
fully submitied, - F. A .G,

Mayer.

The confidence the council bas in
the mayor is startlingly illustrated by
its conduct after reading the com-
munication in immediately appoint-
ing Mr. Woodward and Mr. Welhster to
confer with the mavor and diseover if
pessible whether the appointment
was to be temporary or permanent.

K

The tirst number of The Kiote, a
new magazine published by the Eng-
lishelub of the state aniversity, has
appeared. It is small, neat and the
contents are interesting. It contains
three short stories, two short poems
and an editor’s drawer nnder the head-
ing. Yelps, The first story in the book
is written by Miss Pound. It coneerns
the courtship and marriage of a maid
of all work and bears photographie
signs of realismg. If v were not for
the tone of patronage, obscuring the
evident sympathy of the writer with
thesubject, the sketeh would be alto-
gether admirable. This  paragraph
shows  the storv-tellers  attitude
“Lottehen was married in the churel.
with Father Kersenbender, the priest,
officiating, and had probably, in the
chroniclings of her circle, the most
clegant wedding of the vear. We
sent her a present and thongh we did
net. of course. attend onrselves, we
were told by our new ssrvant the de-
tails of the events ™ We on cur part
immediately feel the arctie distance
betweehh  the story teller and her
humble heroine.  In  passing  we
might note that it is the eustom o f
her majesty, Queen Vietoria, and the
members of the roval family to attend
the fuperals and weddings of turn-
spits and senllions and of 201 faithiyl




