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A FIGHT WITH A GIANT. 

An Account of tlio Ram 1.11a Festival 
In India—Tlio One Great Carni

val of the Hindoos. 

The following account of the Ram 
Li a le9tival in India, which has this 
year been thg occasion of serious riot
ing at Delhi and elsewhere, may be of 
interest to our readers: 

It, was a brilliant, blazing day in 
October, and was the day of the great 
religious festival of the Hindoos, known 
as the Ram Lila. We were at Fyzabad 
in Oudh, only six miles from one of the 
greatest strongholds of Hindooism, the 
sacred and ancient city of Ajudhia, 
whose antiquity dates from mythologi
cal times, Rome thousands of years be
fore our Christian era, and whose 
sanctity as the birthplace of the 
menkey-god Hunuman, and, also, that 
of the hero Rama, one of the sacred 
lino of sun-begotten kings, is not sur
passed by any other of the cities on 
earth. 

We had been invited by the Mahara
jah Kan Singh to go and witness the 
combat between Rama end the demon 
giant Ravana, and when half-way to 
Adjudhia found one of the maharajah's 
elephants waiting for us, a splendid 
fellow with his face and ears and 
trunk painted elaborately in brilliant 
colors. He was covered with a cloth of 
crimson and green and purple velvet 
reaching to within a few inches of the 
ground, and heavy with gold embroid
ery, and on tha back was a silver 
howdah. Having mounted, we pro
ceeded in state witli a native servant 
perched up behind us, holding over 
our honored head a huge red umbrella, 
and were shortly met by a number of 
native gentlemen on elephants nearly 
as gorgeous as our own, who followed 
us to the fete. 

The road was thronged with dense 
crowds of men, women, and children 
in bright, cleau holiday clothes, with a 
liberal sprinkling of fakirs among 
them, always distinguishable by their 
absence of clothes and extreme dirti
ness. Ascetics never have held that 
cleanliness was next to godliness. One 
holy man we passed who had painted 
his whole body white,—his coat of 
paint being his only garment,—and who 
was apparently hauging from a tree. 
Another was standing on his head with 
four large lires burning close round 
him, which seemed superfluous with 
such a blazing gun overhoad. Bells 
were jangling, cymbals clashing, tom
toms thumping, all softened anil har
monized by the ail-pervading hum of 
the many-throated crowd. The scene 
was ouo to be remembered—the great 
swaying dark masses of people their 
white turbans standinw as thick as ears 
of cofi in a wheai-field; the elephants-
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Money Lost on Speedy Boats and 
Earned on tlio Slow-Going Vessels. 

It has been clearly demonstrated 
that fast ships do not pay, and if one 
line has a fleet of greyhounds all lines 
must follow suit. The vast cost repre
sented by the efficiency in speed al
ready attained by the large vessels now 
engaged in the trans-Atlantic trade is 
enormous. The original outlay of mon
ey in building these ships is counted as 
nothing. It is the working expenses. 
The coal consumed by the Cuuard ships 
alone is estimated at 600.000 tons per 
year. Comparing the performance of 
a ship like the Etruria with the Britan
nic, it is apparent that the difference in 
time is gained at too great cost. The 
Britannic burns on an average 100 tons 
of coal a day. Her average time in mak
ing a trip is eight and a half days. The 
amount of coal thus necessary for the 
voyage is 850 tons. The Etruria, on 
the other hand, which occupies six and a 
half days or two days less than the Bri
tannic, consumes 320 tons of coal per 
day,or over 2,COO tons of coal on the voy
age. To save two days requires an ex
tra consumption to the amount of 1,200 
tons and more. The enormous in
crease in horse power required to put a 
knot or a fraction of a knot in speed 
explains the difference in the coal con
sumption of the two ships. The addi
tional expenses does not end here. Not 
only is it true that the Britannic can 
make a voyage with about one-third 
the amount of coal that is necessary for 
the Etruria, but she has much more 
space available for carrying freight or 
passengers. The room required for 
the bunkers of a ship that has to car
ry the amount of coal necessary to feed 
boilers like those of the Etruria, is an 
important item. Then again, engines 
to indicate a horse power necessary to 
drive one of the big ships at a rate per
mitting her to make the trip in six days 
and a half cost infinitely more to build 
than those that can bo made to do their 
work with the steam that a hundred 
tons of coal will generate. They also, 
like the coal bunkers, encroach upon 
the vessel's space. As most of tue 
shippers and importers are engaged in 
a business that will not suffer in conse
quence of a day's delay, and as safety 
at sea is the first consideration in mat
ters of ocean travel it is conceded that 
vessels that can make the trip in eight 
days, or eight days and a few hours, 
are the most profitable and therefore 
the most disirable. Shippers will not 
be forced to pay excessive freights to 
make good the increased cost of speed 
and the decreased amount of the car
rying capacity. Passengers will be 
able to secure more commodious quar
ters and at a less cost, aad the dangers 
of collision and the fatal 

NOVEMBER. 

Grim undertaker of the year, 
From whom oil song and joy Uirth fleili 

Who, kneeling on her cold, m'ay hills, 
Weeps oe'r her lored aua lovelj dead; 

Thou cometh with thy sullfui frown, 
And mirth thy gloomy presence grieves, 

To cover all earth's beautiful 
With a dark sliroud of fallen leaves; / 

And bid the legion winds awake 
Wild dirges 'mong the gray old tree 

Where late >ue grand October wayed 
Her motticd banners to the breeze; : 

And drape our Indian summer skies 1 •-
With clouds so deep and dark of hue, 

We scarce can see the hills that dreamed 
'Neath blue gold mists and golden blue. 

—Harriet ismcad, in the Current 
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rising abovu the level of the crowd and 
ruajosticallj' cleaving it asunder as they 
strode silently onward; the countless 
domes of mosques and temples stand
ing out sharp and clear in the white 
sunlight against the deep blue sky; the 
Hat, roots and tho tops of the walls and 
balconies covered with swarming 
crowds of women, brilliant as a 
kaleidoscope. 

And now we were close to the scene 
of action, and so tightly wedged were 
the people that tho elephants could no 
longer force a passage. Towering 
twenty feet or more above all surround
ing objects we saw the huge uncouth 
figure of the giant Ravana, made of 
bamboo framework covered with paper 
and calico, being drawn to and fro, with 
arms outspread, on a little wheeled 
platform, while two boys representing 
Rama and his brother attacked him 
from an elephant with bows and ar
rows, and crowds of boys with monkey 
masks and tails, representing Hunu-
man's monkey army, made onslaughts 
with lierce shouts and blows. Our ele
phant was not very stanch, and when 
tho shouts of battle rose shrill and 
savage lie would turn short round, 
spreading consternation and nearly de
molishing a sweetmeat stall that was 
unwisely near his heels. The interest 
of the crowd in the combat was intense 
and breathless, and when at last the 
giant was overthrown all struggled 
wildly to get a blow at him, while a 
mighty roar of triumph filled the air, 
mingled with tho firing of guns and the 
deep trumpeting of the elephants, who 
thoroughly infected with the excitement 
of the moment. In a miraculously 
short time the giant was torn to shreds 
and his mangled remains scattered far 
and wide with vengeful energy. Hun
uman and their beloved Rama had won 
the victory. 

This is the one great carnival of tho 
Hindoos, and when, as sometimes hap
pens. its date coincides with that of 
the great Mohammedan feast of the 
Mohurrum, there is always great risk 
of a collision. 

The Ram Lila has another interest 
connected with natural history as-being 
the date on which, according to native 
scientific observation, bugs leave off 
biting. Tho natives say "they get 
weaker for a month before the Ram 
Lila, but after that their mouths arc 
shut"—St. James's Qazeltc. 

consequences 
attending the same, will be diminished; 
besides which, the steamship companies 
can live and make money. As an in
stance of the undesirabiiity of the ex
ceptionally fast steamers, the Atlantic 
Express Service has been discontinued 
by mutual consent. Tho service com
prised tho City of Rome and tho Amer
ica, and has been under the Hag of the 
Anchor Line.—New York Mail. 
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^ The Children at Table. 
Mrs. Ellis A. Mumma, in Good House

keeping: i rom the time a child is old 
enough to sit at tho table, teach him the 
proper use of the knife, fork and spoon. 
Never allow a child to lean upon the 
table, habits such as that will accom
pany him all through life. He should 
be taught to wait patiently until his 
elder*, are served. It is very important 
to carefully observe these minor points 
By proper training in the beginning 
parents are saved annoyance and n 
tification in tho future. 

At this age children should bo dieted 
as carefully as when they were infants, 
By this it is not meant that their diets 
should consist solely of milk; by no 
means, but do not fall into tho error so 
widely prevalent, that children having; 
obtained their teeth are capable of di
gesting all manner of food. This is 
the chief cause of destruction of life in 
children between tlireo and six years of 
age. Their stomachs being totally un
fitted for the rich food they aro allowed 
to eat Potatoes, meat, rice, oatmeal, 
brown bread, ripe fruit and as much 
milk as they can drink, is the proper 

''diet fot children of that age. 

'• Philanthropy in California. 
Before the Grand Army encampment 

one of the gentlemen collecting for the 
affair called upon a prominent capital
ist, notorious for his parsimony, for his 
subscription. As the collector antici
pated, the capitalist pleaded poverty, 
protested that he was terribly short of 
ready change, and after many similar 
excuses dismissed his visitor without 
putting his name down for a dollar. A 
few weeks later the same gentleman 
found himself in the office of the capi
talist. After he had transacted his busi
ness he could not resist the impulse to 
give tho penurious capitalist a rap over 
the knuckles. 

'I heard some men talking about you 
the other day, Mr. ," he said. 

'What diet they have to' say about 
me? Nothing good, I bat"' 

Well, no.' 'l'hey said that it was a 
pity you were not dead, so that your 
money might go to those who would 
use it for some worthy purpose. They 
said, in fact, that it could not be in 
worse hands than in yours." 

The capitalist grinned. 
"They don't Know the good I do in 

secret," he said. "James, come here." 
calling his bookkeeper.' "James, how 
long is it since Mrs. D. paid me any 
rent?" 

Two months, sir." 
And have I put her out, James?" 
No, sir; she is in your house." 
How long is it since that B. family 

gave you anything?" 
"They have not paid adollar for three 

mouths, sir." 
And have I disturbed them, James? 

Are they not still in one of my houses?" 
Yes, sir. They aro still your ten

ants." 
Now. what do you think of that?" 

said the capitalist, triumphantly. "And 
yet people think I am not charitable— 
that I don't do any good." 

"I confess I am surprised," said the 
visitor. "1 had quite a different opinion 
of your character. You have been 
much ldu^presented, sir, and 1 see now 
that you are a humane and a large-
hearted man." 

"Of course, of course," said the cap
italist, complacently. "But I don't 
want you to run away with any wrong 
ideas about this matter. Sheriff's fees 
are high, very high. The reason, my 
dear sir. I don't put them out is because 
it is cheaper to keep them in, and take 
the chances of their payine up when 
they get the money. Good day, sir; 
good aay. You may tell your friends 
now, thanks, the sort of a philanthro
pist I am," and, with a grim stnile, the 
lover of {humanity bowed the visitor 

About Letters of Introduction. 
If letters of introduction are given 

you to present yourself or family to tha 
notice of mutual acquaintances, send 
them in an envelope with card and ad
dress enclosed in it. 

It is much better to thus introduce 
yourself to their notice than to call in 
person, for by so doing you may avoid 
an unpleasant position. You are a per
fect stranger to the lady, and although 
your name is mentioned by your mutu
al friend, yet it will take her a few sec
onds to read it, while you must stand 
hat in hand, waiting a reception which 
may not always be a cordial one. _ Foi 
in these days of agents of all kinds, 
and in this lagging age, people of re
spectable appearance will force them
selves into your houses and insist up
on seeing some one of its occupants, 
solely for the purpose of obtaining 
money for themselves or others, ana 
therefore strangers are looked upon 
with suspicion at their entrance into 
the parlor, and while your letter is be
ing read you must fall somewhat un 
del* this suspicion. 

Yet if the mutual friend possessed 
the right to introduce you, the moment 
his and your name are comprehended 
you ought to receive a cordial wel
come, but if he has been more kind 
than wise, and the mistress is worldly-
wise, the reception may not be a very 
warm one. Make a short call at that 
time, and if, being a gentleman, you 
are requested to call again soon, be 
sure to do so. 

Letters of introduction should never 
be sealed, but left open to be read by 
the one who presents them, and to be 
at once opened by the one who reads. 

They should be written upon the best 
note paper obtainable, and the envel
ope should match it exactly. The hand
writing should be made very legible, 
and tho lines wide apart, so as to be 
quickly read. An attention to those 
seeming trifles is not only desirable 
but reputable. 

If friends send you a letter of intro
duction stating th'at intimate friends of 
theirs are going to reside near you, and 
asking your kind attention fin- them; 
you should answer the letter at once, 
and express your willingness to accede 
to their wishes. To neglect to do this 
would show you to be an' ill-bred per
son, and it would also be a slight 
which would be deeply felt by your 
friends. 

It may seem of littlo consequence to 
you whether your letter of introduction 
is written on the best note paper you 
possess or on the poorest; or whether 
you call a day or two earlier or later 
upon, a new comer; or whether you are 
in the drawing-room ready to receive 
an expected visitor, or walking in your 
garden, yet upon such littlo things 
much may depend. They are not im
material because your reputation for 
good breeding may be involved by 
them. Of course persons may bring 
to you letters of introduction with 
whom you cannot desire an intimate 
acquaintance. If so, you should call, 
but it is not your positive obligation to 
invite them to tea or dinner. Yet it is 
considered an exhibition of kindness on 
your part to do so. But do not give 
the invitation with the air bf "it must 
be done, therefore I do it."—Home 
Journal. «. 
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Would Stop, < 
An old man entered the office of a 

justice of llie peace and addressing the 
magistrate, said: 

"I want to swear." 
"Do you wish to swear out a war

rant?" 
"No, I want to swear off." 

• "Swear off?" the magistrate ex
claimed. 

"Yes. You see I have been studying 
about it for some time and I have con
cluded to stop drinking." 

"How old are you? 
"Ninety-six." 
"And you have concluded to stop?" 
"Yes ; you see I thought this way. 

'Dobbs,' "said I, talking to myself, 'it s 
time you were lotting licker alone. 
You'll ruin your prospects_ and will 
never amount to anything, old boy, un
less you do hold up. It is a shame for 
a man to waste his energies as I am do* 
ing." the old man continued, "sa I'm 
going to stop before it is too late." 
—Arkansaw Traveler. 
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out.—San Francisco Post. 

What Kind of Water. 
Man at tho water cooler (pausing re

flectively in the midst of a drink)— 
"What kind of water is this?" 

Native (reassuringly)—"That? That's 
well water." 

Man at tho water cooler—"You are 
too sanguine, my friend. This water 
may be convalescent, but it is gross 
satire to call it well,"—Youngstown 
(0.) Telegram. 

Combinations in Church Choirs. 
Some queer combinations are met with 

in church choirs, but few can boast so 
strange an arrangement as that sport
ed by a choir in a village church near 
New Haven, Conn. The soprano is a 
rather handsome woman of some thir
ty summers, and is now wedded to her 
second husband. The gentleman thus 
honored plays the organ, while hus
band No.l, who was divorced from tho 
soprano three years ago works the or
gan pump. With all this the musical 
trio are good friends and praise the 
Lord in harmony. Connecticut long-
a°-o became renowned "as the land of 
steady habits," and its reputation ap
pears to extend to its church choirs 
and divorce courts, notwithstanding 
tho apparent incongruity involved.— 
New haven Journal. 
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The Mazy Dance. " ; 
"Then you do not dance?" - •*-
"No, I am a carpet manufacturer, and 

it galls me to see my best work trod
den under foot" 

"But the delights of the light fantas
tic—surely you enjoy the mazy waltz?" 

"I was engaged in a maizey dance 
yesterday." 

"How was that?"-
"A man trod on my pet corn."— Chi

cago Ledger. 
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