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As for Eastside, it is not enough for
us to say that we have occasion to be
be proud ofitas a neighbor, foritis not
a neighbor, but a part of the whole, an
interesting and thrifty and promising
factor inthe immense Imperial unit.

What will be done with the great
power thus made available near Imper-
ial itis impossible to say, but itis evi-
dent that this drop has the possibility of
eventually furnishing all the motive
power required for operating an electric
railway system to connect the towns of
the valley.

At the Eastside levee there is the
drop which W. F. Holt leased a few
weeks since for 100 years from the Cali-
fornia Development Company. As con-
structed, this drop is seventeen feet
high, and over it at present there is
passing about 5000 miner's inches of
water. Mr. Holthad a survey made of
the drop this week, and finds that as he
carries the water down to the Alamo,
but a short distance for the discharge,

the water willbe under pressure of forty
feet, and through this gate, under the
contract there must pass all the water
diverted from the Alamo for the lower
country. At present he only has the
water going to No. 5, but withina year

or twohe willhave the water for three
systems, probably fully 15,000 inches,
under forty feet of pressure, giving horse
power running into tens of thousands.
He willbegin the development of the
power the coming fall, and willbuild a
flouring mill,creamery and other estab-
lishments to begin to make use of the
power he has acquired.

level down to a hundred feet below sea
level.

The soil under these two sub-systeina
is uniformly lightand yet rich and high-
ly productive, as has been demonstrated
in the last three months by the heavy
crops-vow being harvested, and under
the canals now constructed filings have
been made on. about 35,000 acres.

WORK ON THE DROP

That thrre willbe demand for consid-
erable electricity by January 1 now
seems certain, for the present need is
great and the growth of population
seems certain during the next six
months.

In addition to furnishing light and
power for the general use of the town,

the plant will be used to pump domes-
tic water through town, thus replacing
the temporary domestic water plant
now operated at the ice factory. •

Work was begun this week by James
Stuart and his men on the structure for
the 17)4 foot drop in the main canal
southwest of Imperial, which is to be
used in generating electricity for the
town. After the structure is in place
some months must pass before the
water will cut out the earth sufficient
to install the electric plant, but it is
hoped that itwillbe ready to serve the
town by about January 1.

Preparations for Furnishing Light,
Water and Power

Ihave good alfalfa pasture, horses
$2 per head per month. Jacob Stoner. tf

Harness preserving soap at the har-
ness shop. 4-5

North and west of this tract is No. f>,
which takes its water from the Alamo
at Eastsido levee, just at sea level, and
furnishes water from a trifle below that

Beginning at the international lineis
Imperial Water Company No. 7, the
land ranging from thirty feet above to a
point a few feet below the level of the
sea. This land is commonly known as
the Holt tract, and the water for itis
taken out of the Alamo about a mileand
a half south of the line.

At the present time there are two
sub-irrigation systems in Eastside, each
taking its water from the Alamo river,
which is used as a conduit from the
Colorado river for all the irrigation
works in the valley, while it is on the
program below these canals to take out
other canals to irrigate lands on which
no settlements have yet been made.

Eastside, therefore, is a principality
in itself, and itis altogether probable
that within five years there willbe as
much land under cultivation east
of the Alamo as there is at present
covered by Water Companies Nos. 1, 4,
(J and 8 combined, and the center of the
valley's populated area "may in time
move due east of Imperial to the banks
of the Alamo. r

By Eastside reference is made'to that
country east of the Alamo river covered
by Imperial Water Companies Nos. 5
and 7. The portion of Eastside now
under canals varies in width from two
to six miles. The next work of the Cal-
ifornia Development Company, how-
ever, willbe in extending the Eastside
territory northward, and itwill event-
ually have a length of close to thirty
miles, and at the north willhave a
greater width.

Within two years, moreover, it is ex-
pected to put in a canal at a consider-
ably higher level, which will cover
about (!0,000 acres of mesa land with
gravelly soil, lying above, sea level, and
a good many thousand'' acres lying be-
low sea level.

The accomplishment of so much • in a
short time is typical of workof develop-
ment everywhere in Imperial valley,
but itis worthy of special comment be-
cause ithappens to be the youngest sec-
tion of the valley now inproduction, and
also because ithas some distinctive local
features.

Just 100 days from the date of the
firstdelivery of water there the editor
of the Press drove through a large part
of Eastside, saw a thousand acres of
magnificent grain in which harvest was
wellunder way,and talked witha num-
ber of the farmers who,in three months
occupancy of JJie new country, have

made wonderful headway in piling up
evidences of thrift.

Ithas been the fortune of the settlers
who secured land inEastsido to wait
longer for water than those in any

other part of the valley. This was due
to the creation of a sub-agency for col-
onizing that section and litigation
which followed. Hut after long delay
the disputes were settled and water be-
came available for irrigation February
10 of this year.

Promising~Section

Beginning of Production for a Host

A Washington dispatch says: The

agricultural year book to be issued June

15 contains an article by Edward A.

Ueals on irrigation, which says there
are more than 7,000,000 acres of irri-
gated land in the United States. The

total cost of the irrigation systems of
the United States is <.<,(iol, and
the value of the irrigated crops for the
single year of 18UI) was 5H84,4:«,4M, or
:J0 per cent greater than the cost of the

plants. The iiumbcr of irrigators was
102,810, which gives nearly 71 acres to

the farm.

Valui of Irrigation

One would expect this changed condi-
tion to have an effect on the people who
come to see the valley, and it does so.
They now drive for many miles without
being out of sight of magnificent fields,
and the demonstration of present

But in spite of the fact that there was
littlethat was demonstrated, the popu-
lation of the valley in two years has
grown from nothing to about 4000, and
when the summer crops are all in a few
weeks from now there will be a crop
acreage inthe neighborhood of 40,000.

For three years the land has been ad-
vertised, but for two of those years
there was littleor nothing demonstrated.
One could easily believe the valley had
a great future, but itwas not subject to
mathematical or optical demonstration,
and the great majority of human be-
ings possess that Missouri traitof want-
ing to be shown.

There are 200,000 acres of land filed
on in this valley of which the market

value today is but one-tenth of the mar-
ket value of equally good land and water
inother portions of Southern California.
That being true, and itis stated simply

as a matter of fact and not for effect, it
seems certain that the person whois
looking for an investment in land will
take advantage of the opportunities
presented here just as soon as he knows
that the opportunities exist, and the
price of land willadvance steadily un-
tilit gets its proper level as a producer
of revenue.

Truthful men and liars in thousands
of cities have alike used the expression :
"We have no boom, and don't want one.
We are simply experiencing a healthy
growth." That is allbosh. Everybody
everywhere wants to see values go rush-
ing upward, and they are always looking
for that sort of thing. Imperial wants
a boom, but a boom is not necessarily

an unhealthy condition. A boom that
leads to staking out town lots by the

millionis an evil. A boom that results
from depressed values rising to the level
of values in surrounding sections is a
natural result of the competition to
secure big value for dollars expended.

The Press always endeavors to be con-
servative. There is nothing to bo gained
by overreaching the truth in any state-
ment. But it is the duty of this paper
to chronicle the events of Imperial val-
ley, and just now there is no truth more
apparent than the tendency toward
creating a genuine, old-fashioned boom
in the fall.

Have a Stampede

Many Indications That Imperial Will

IS A BOOM COMING?

This is no fancy sketch. Itis a reci-
talof the actual conditions prevailing in
Imperial valley. The condition is rec-
ognized by every one, and every one is
asking what the result will be in the
fall when the real tide of immigration

sets in. There can bo but one answer,

judged by the present appearances, and
that is a deluge of people who willpre-

cipitate a good old-fashioned wholesome
boom. And let itcome.

The great colonization movement is
under way. Thousands of men are
sending out or carrying out the word
that they have discovered a new Okla-
homa, where values are yet dwarfed,

and where grand opportunities exist
for rich and poor alike.

There is not a prominent town in
Southern California but has experienced
the effect of colonization centers at some
localities. And now Imperial has the
advantage of having many of those cen-

ters. They are scattered widely over
California. They are especially in
Eastern Oregon and in Eastern Wash-
ington, in Montana, lowa, Michigan,
Ohio, Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire, and are steadily springing up in
new localities, their distribution being
according to no known law. But they
are having their effect, and the hun-
dreds of visitors coming to the valley
are the result.

The valley has readied the point
where itis advertising itself. Itis lews
necessary for men to stand under itand
boost itupward. People read literature
advertising a country and discount every
word. When their neighbors inwhom
they have confidence, go to a new
country and come back with enthusias-
ticendorsement of all that has been
printed, there is advertising value that
money cannot buy, and the point from
which the settler went to the new land
becomes the center of a colonization
movement.

Shrewd men see this, and they are
writing to their friends of the opportun-
ities presented. The friends are coming
in and getting land and returning home
to telltheir friends, and they are coining.

were some of these in the valley,and
they weru anxious to sell either a por-
tionor a whole of their land. The op-
portunity has been presented for them
to do so, and about 5000 acres have
passed from these classes of men to new
men or men who have tested the valley
and believe in. it. Whatever sales are
made in the next six months willbe
mainly along this line, and it cannot
but have the effect of liftingvalues
toward their proper level. This willbe
uided by the fact that on June I,,water
stock willbe advanced $5 an ncre.by the
California Development Company.

During the present month probably
more strangers have visited Imperial
valley than ever before in any month.
Some of these people have made orig-
inal filings, but about 5000 acres have
been bought by them from the former
locators. In every new country there
are men who overreach, and there is al-
ways a percentage ofdissatisfied settlers,,
no matter what the conditions. There

The fact that there was a constant ex-
pansion of territory tended to prevent
rise of values, but athint the time has
come when there is a restricted oppor-
tunity for making filings on land where
water can bo obtained in the near future.

riches and a glorious future is complete.
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