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A HOUSE OF CARDS.
(By Mrg, B. Lurle.)

I stopped him long enongh te inguire: “What
wi your objiet In duing thisy  How would
thin  help mateers 1"

S5 hidw wid dilen thag | = ahle 1o
T B o tab of | tha
chiecks mysell, es] nlly L

1 pponed my on Wity in surpeine.
winil you  Have  done  that  witouat
yupesell anto forther tronble "

He anwwered  dejedtedly wno Wy
Lit on the plin of joing ont wuong the widll
firtmers mysell and buying up whatever 1oouiil
frit duind  withopt wiiting or them to boing
the wtull §n: o the genoread elore, Mogday pie
ergood I hired ' Lig wWoagon dod Sartba onob.
1 told no one of my plan, buy Tocker Breop.
niint Dave canght on wond got jonlous.  Bo they
vipotted me. © Thelr hoy Had told thim  all
ubout it.  F ook plenty of inonty along and
oathe back with my wagon ovorflowing, 'T'he
farmets wera glad cnough (0 well for less for
eash. Al the stores they had foo take it
ctrade. I odid not el them whom (1
reprywenting, and fow fnguired, I waa afrafd
IC might disgrace the fiom, 1 haven't slept
mltea lastSunday, as 1'd teavel aronnd o
the different towns Wt night and tide aronnd
all day, stopping only long enough to gel the
atul o shape  wnds moake shipmens,  What L

anted for the ears for Chicage, 1'd freight o
B 1‘}!l.lm. Tha rest ' shlp divcel §0 Kanwns
s
Pt on my aecount ub markel guototions, wolel
was only fair, as 've paid above quotetions
1o the dtores lu miny basmneeds. 1 hive élogrml
ovrr two hundved and fifty dollars for mendlf
thin wiwk, bot 'm wtill & Jong whys off froig
the $BHO, snd I conldn't keep up sueh bord
work voery dong, 1 feel. 1 have the house's
wix hyndred dollnes against mo yot, '

His head dropped on his hands as e fiy
inbed. 1 hardly Koow what 1o way.” It had sl
cotiae abont &0 nalurally, and his wnxiety to
ke restitution sl mny cost was wo grenk Chat
1 eould, not help admiving him.

“Werpn't you afeaid this wonld reach
mother's ears, Simon "

He jumped’ up nx if shot.
DMemens,  don't et her hiby of | It will
nrely. Kill har, I will work day and nigit
o piy  you back ! ey to keep up o my
meeengtl BNl chat v Then 1 get ous
of herd.  Yoa'll never see e neound b s,
' omly tell ber T lost my job and o
other work. 1 ean thon go oul, mnsyhe, aml
buy up wome stuff for mpaelf, Just’ an I've
[T lrnlllg for you, But @ prosiise bot to
il i your terditory o interfues with your
Whippwrs,  Ouly ploake don't toll my
Just give me s whow."

T onow b wus dondly |

HiHpw
Baliing

your

“My Gody Mr,

uther,

n et and now felt
norey thut J had we Tn e ild s
Win - wistesr suftly sobbing in hor hidipg: pliee.
He hoked the sound slso and lookidd drodnd in
suprise, teying o lokate it I am surry Lo
Wil you that your mothee aol wster dlrdady
kuow. Your sliter Is hore,  Mos, Winthrop,
wounld you kindly e forwaed 1" T eallid,
uightly raiking wy o Hlie anme farwaril.
Bimon Tooked an If abovl Lo fulot “After &
mokt affeoting sonne, which will always loave
& painful impression, T told him that be migho
g0 batk Mohdey mornlng und aftend to bl
nehs. on e old basle  Also that @& would
wrile o Tucker Brow, nnd oihars, whiose jeal-
usy lie had aronded, and allay sl foslings of
andmosity towerds him and we, 1 wsielotly, for
Inde hik whgon exoursions into the country ap
incomipatible  with the dighity of the frm's
standing. 1t was after six befure thay loft the
to pandor on what T had beard and eoon. Dur-
Ing thelr gonverantion T gatliered thisl the daugh
ter's marringe to n Chelstian hpd bpen the
ronl conse of thele fathor's untimely dosth, This
soemed almont” inerediblo to me.. 1 had prom-
Ined (o bt her kilow my declilon  Monday
morning.  Her hrother wonid be in Neosha by
that thoe,

UHAPTER VII,

‘Mondsy i alwoya n very busy day ‘down
here,  Bomotlmos the force hardly gelta timn
tiv anatoh a’ Junch. T koew the neon hoor
would find the houss still crowded, Privacy,
even ln my office, was out of the guestlon, The
men wore oonatantly pasking fn and out. And
1 winted the whale hour with her all to my-
welf.  On thin 1 had determined., 1 Wt onow

m 1 telepihonod o Wer thib T woald be
oo buwv. Lo apenk to her s) the appainted time,
?u{ :ﬁulll!‘ It :r: knu:d]uer ?h'un (lu I't!ut}l:u.

the puxiety an sanpointment in her
'I'niuﬂ:,' Lut sho  sdpmed u!‘nm to Inguire tup

But the wioft £ bought np - secheape b=

clopely.,  Bhe

my  simmonn
SLodid nor ger theough Gl nenrly 2 o'vloek,

1 wint to the hotel) oriéred o Lght ux

then eareinl out iy Hitls plan for see

only  answer that she swiited

t owas nob Jong tilh T had Jomped off the
streil e near hov home. A few atopn  mire
nd 1 stoed befure the duor of Hdy cottagy,
Nl v bl had (o § bt p fow
mnumenils mothe door was operndd sl |
Wiond bofore me, the peosonifiontion of buanid:
ful  mothayrlisol ¢ held one baby la o her
iwenin, while the other two olung to hor skicis.
Shi never realinsd what o pretty pletare thoey
muglie,. 1 Trowed, and smilingly poassed into) the
hull

SEbo soumoed complelely  overcome I sup:
posd slye Jhngline verand boded - them . no
good.  Bha ploinly 4§ the eonmierpnilon
shie felt. AL w mgtion feam’ her, T welked Jnto
the smnil parlo to pot hor pb onke,

exelihined admicingly, ‘Ho thig ds the e
fami vo wondier mothar is glad fo got back
Lo her nesthings,  And what is your nane,
yuulg e, coddrowsiog myself to e oldosk
ehilily a Dt Loy of fve, My ooame ds D R
Winthrop' waon the voudy reply, “Wall
swered, my boy, dod how ol are yout" 1 am
five ¥ AT 1 P Wi was o fne Nitle fel-
low, with his mother's ey nnd bright goeldey
hady, guity poo wipsaal gombinption I pul my
hand in my pocket unid k out o silver dol-
Inr, waying o him, ‘L wondee i lindy sisior
wouliln't ke this bright wheel o play: with.'
Hu looked at hisn mother, inguiringly.  Sho
BT TITTTCor W Y Zhasiily. . ' No,_ao,, lolviet,
you murn't tuke ¥ maney for litkie  wister.
She doean’t noed ard moy Il it before

i‘. through' tadking.  Go and fmd her gome
JL
was wiartled to bear her eall the boy by
It foll most ggetenbly on my 3

play with it, Mew. Winthrop.
wel i mho loses it

You veplly mustu't, Mr

throp would be' very apgry I his
ceptod money from a wivinger,”

SAPrum a siruy Mrs, Winthvop !'' T piid,
in o hort tone. 1 oreally folt as if 1 bad done
choigh for the fumily not (0 be elabasd ns o
entive witanger;  And then I was not
i mwipey uws o bribe, bot stinply o o

g, 80 that wio oould telk widiptue
" who n her stntemelit,
atranger (o Kobort nad m
T this T hnd nothing to sy,

“U'hie: Httle boy brought oul aoma (oys
the twil w dogn wngrosded in o ploy
baliy. was on her lap

Bhe looked up auxiously loto my foce, May
I know what you have declded 1" shoe waliod,
gently, but aoxionsly,

“oL pmn hardly soy thot I ke arvived at o
fulll deeision . yet.  Unfurttnately, the chéck for
00 turned up 1) ing.  The man who
hald it did not Keep hik promise 1o Biwon,  "'hoe
bpokkenper brought b to me for investigation,
ak the Neosho report for last wesk did pot ae-
connt for it, I told Mm not to teeuble him-

Al whout It os I would glve it
my saiitioned him (o sny
notliing to My, Divhrow,

“SBhe thankml ma hoartlly, although ahe un-
dorutond thiy. wew  devilopment wis nol viry
fuvarablo for her brothee's esnse, no matier
Tow mpixioos I might be to shield him,

S Wou o bew, v In o most important that wo
koep thin from rosehing Mr. Dislirow. Hy s
very kind-beprtetd, but he s also s strict busl-
e w1 on wfeadd e may peove o Lltde
hard 1o mpnage if he takea the notion to e
disigrosible about 3" T walll, teying to put it
me wildly as 1 knew How.

"Hae will most likely domond  the
amount replaced sy onoe.  And Bl
doubtedly losy his posithon.”
ing’ the trath, for with
wad ever busluisk,  He snever allowed sent)
mont o piflucnes aoy. tesneeciion.  This hod
alwiye biwn my atbitede Gl T foll w r tho
inflaenee” of Mew, Wintheop,  In my g hin

eallial hise by i osmn § heard lier Lrdther
ume  Haturdny,  Honeiforth ahe waw Heds, my
“Quisn Bess, ' and Mes, Winthrop o langer,

UMy waference to. Mr. Dikbrow's podsibile
treabment of thee euse ralswd & stonm for which
1 wia sll unprepared. 1 saw hor arma tighiton
ubopt the oy fomn to her wemse  She biseiod
hir faoe in the baby's protty ourly snd buogen
G wol  The other two looked up -l-rffvd.
Little Hobert jumpsd up aod utnlnu«* hik Hitle
fout,  The munly il fellow looked angrily st
e, mad wxplalmed, “You siop making my pratly

1% Theeugh by sobs, whioh sha trisd

for hor bubies” sake, I howrd her

I e only kukw: U he only knew,

Eight bundeed and thirty dollars!  Wo eouldn’s
posblbly ‘rulie that sui sl ones, even U

Wine
bubilos e

wrud
iy

thtire
an will

1 felt I wis toll
My, Dikbrow business

I 1et ey husbund know of Bimon's Lronhle,
o 1 dom't daee do. Mama used up every
cunt o meet Inst menth's note,’

J6 vope, and with on wtride
fanee between us, 1w "]
And  then v weumed  wo
hisve so ok to contend
hier wnd  plonded, softly
ey, baped, 1 would =ather loae Lo
tites the puliey  soan than have w tenr dim
your eves, I rnther coplace the whole nmount
mywell than woi you grieved noy longer, In
sl b viome, Dowould,' 1 wient on trying o
gain possespion of hoee band,

L") | thunkful to you,' she bn
swired,  hee 3 wmolinn,
Al 1 fes are : i
Tialp un, hrow may no
LW will sonn b impossitile

¢ him from  knowing much longer i
thonght whit 8 greab kindness it weould

to un if you would both eonwent to il ux
plitee the money I Installments ol L was all
ek, W would not object to your chinrg

g interest Thut wonkl anly De ressopuabile.®

WO Thet would dol very well, as far ok 1 am

eoncoried, Lol 1 know AMr, D will
arcangement. 1 am alho nnxions (o retaio
Simon in one employ, He has hnd his Jesson,
pd B oAlmk it s owell Jsarned,  He'll prefit by it
ni lang us Heodives,  But Me, Disbrow will cun-
for that hoe has lowored the fem's standing
i the pountry, besides  migappropelnting  its
funds.  With him @6 will mean instant dig-
misand, sl 1 am almost afeaid to say It, probe
alle ton, I powsitli it will be bt to
ptire. wom. st onge and scitle” i

wtnitte the office’

Sl looked up nt me In despalr, gs sho ve-
poated, b o frightennd whisper:  “I'he entire
s ab oneel' A 0 overcome by the
thonght, hoy fead fell) forward ofe
pape 0f her neck showed  bewild gl
agniost here dork blue house dres A
longlng o Kiss her slmost overpowered pie,

I hont over hie 1 ahook feom bead (o foot,
mouth wlmost touched her ear as 1 owhigpared,
with yedvning thnderness, [Mes, Winthrop, Bops,
f oatriighiten this tang t e you.'
0 logked up at me in Ikig., Then whe
stood up In her sgitatd The bhahy was
pod tighily b bier armm  CAby miy whel »
shi aml how my heart' |eft
o hier and her habiey
¢ o geemed Lo oepelody the four of Htiem in
o allporsading smbrace. 1 felt that by right
her they were as tych mine as
wi nnd’ 1 the father of her
Harald, 1 wonder if your
lepwtanding 10 pomprohaml
I reganled and sl regard Lhae
oone fute bacatne so unexp
(T Linssurs you I huve not been the same
i sinee mosting hor

“HBut she movel g step away from me, and
anked, in n strained voles, “How  will yon
stralghten & out for mel'

TOnes e 1 approael
woftly, 1 will roplace the

Al whot will my m r
and my hosband, If they find ont, and Simaon
weidf, think if you do this for me, you siy

ying specinl siviss on the prodoun ‘me’

felt ahe had me ot n digadvanta
oontinned, ‘Yoo need appeshend not
urising fr thie, I will pepluce the sum, wipe
out gt opeo Himon's oconoection with it st
gether, then to shigld you, 1 esn muke oul
nites, Just an you suggested yourself, in much
REE e not o thy your mether o mesl thow
1 will rpdwo Bimon's salory o that the ingroase
will hedp mieet the payments and really Lo in
the end ax if they had paid nothing at all, 1
nastimn Blmpn's debt.’

YeAnd you've preparsd to do this for us
sliply foy —' ]

o hesitptod; and 1 supphied the wond with
Mg tepdprness, ‘Yes, almply for youe sile,

Sho Jooked me full in the face, without
evin blushing, us 1 thought she would. Bhe
whook h had and said  drearily, putiing wp
her hand, sn if to ward off & Dlow. '1 am too
hewilderpd to think mow, I fuel | cannot lk
eolivrently. Plose give me till tomorrow, Moy-
be 1 oan think out another way oot of this,'

YHer volde was pathotie In the extreme, and
ahe looked quite exhausted.

%ol kpow we must det bafore 1t 1y too Lite,
And there s your mother to vonsider,” 1 urged,
genily.

“Bhie nodded, ‘Yas, T know that. My poor
mother must uot suffor sny moree, if 1 can pro-
vont it The price 1 pay won't moch matter.
No, ahd muitn't suffer,’ ws  §f ropeating o
thopght that prevod en ber mind,

“Tofele i would be unwise (0 preds the mat
tor fyrthor, wo tosn o g0, As 1 was lemving,

nvermd tho die-
pely ddintromsm.
v that whe shonlid
with, 1 hent over
‘Ploawe, please, don't

WLl
Ay Tinkad with

d her and wh
"

Jwee Jittle boy  pakod  abroptly, *What s your

mame (' 1 wmiled down at him and snawered,

‘Lithe Robert, my nhme, tos, i@ Hobert.
thnt  mieed

AN ho roplisd, don't
mamn ory.”

1 i : ¥ whispered to hor ta
cautinh ittle fo o wpmking of
my visit fc From her look, 1
knew she would ta ' that be shonld not.
Iis gove me frosli 4 Hut inw  Hor
thoughis wern  nog i A Almost  without
1 s whnt she ddid, she opened the d Y
¥ with her babies shoot her, walted for ma
th pass out, 1 ok pe uffposs LBowed revel
ently and Teft the howsd'

CHAPTER VIIT
e next day, a Hitle bufore poun, 1 wad
Nzl with i dexice o tnish ug the businesds in
her pwn livime, L wanted o see Dot b Lhs sor
roundings of the provious de T Tomentic
aspiits ol bee bamble s dreew me irasmibly
to ner.  Tofelt 1 would miks the baby from hee
o the Dide opes Ifogm her side.  QHey had
ne dwilre to e, Gl oo part of horaelf
I phoned when alone in oy oities. |
T starthod B ol thie tone o which
roturmind Kroating Phet 1 askisd hsr,
trying 1o contril the tenderncss  whieh  stole
inte my vi May I cuime over this -
noom and s you the troeobls of o teip down
townl!
T question weemisnd tothrow  her into &
perfect panie of *Nu, uo, Mr
whe exdleimind;  Cpleass don't Ceome,
really, you Wtomot. 1 will be &
- littin « 1 um getling reddy w

Tan't

steidly, 1 maky

culne

from. yvue Todod Hul yeu e jast
teeubding with fear. 1 don't uhddisiang of
wihat yoo sre offaid. Suorely yoo feel thot T
mean ua hiem Lo you or Yours,'
*r0n, Me, Clamens, 1 know that, bur it s
beat for ine 1o gmne to the offics
Hur sapposs ©oinsist on’ coming outs
¥ou give e your reasuns for
doling so
Don't you understan
T felt nhe we i
fultering,  'thut
neighboriimal, and yonr wi B i LT
favaralle ¢ | Yours Is oo e
: ¥ you will wurcly i niiun
1 kpow you. weonld
sk, Bo plense do oot come
1 hawy thought o e e could
come aver pml GBnish the predngmmonts yoo i
tend Lo ke e vo heignteped consider
nhly an sho Bual {hix
wonld pel hin m
depivvely, b,
proxy

will
furbidding my

' aml
frivm
e Ll

(T LT T

mnile  the
sithteed
h indosd, 1 will consent
I 1 may not vigit you, L
) on. Yo must nap dl

sir, L owill set,” sl
of restgnation thur all,

| Il hove o few minntes
nue heree o thy oifipe Are yon tuo hHusy
talle oo me o ltte lodger?  LF you only ki

oven the wound of your wi i
A woitld besitate o e before «
surt.”

), Mr. Clemons, plonse don't say that, You

il ik ul) dreadiully wrong, and you can'y

e how yoo frighten mo,*

Poor little wonun," my wards cama (o lor
us it er broath, ‘Den’t con, M} Bn¥ une
necvssaey fears, 1 nod worry you aoy longer
Bo sive ppd some at Lwelve.”

SO will, . Qosl-bye!

‘Good-bye, my dorling.' The purting words
were havdly more than o whispor, but I knew
whe hoird and ubderstood.

“Shw 10l me afterward, when we were hotier
avguain that  after wy vigit sha was so
taken & k and bewildersd that she voglociwt
ull her wonted tdeks, To ber hushand she ex-
menldl her porvous excitement and absivsction

telling him that he mother was oot feiling
woll and hod sont i, He lot this puas
without edme > new  turn affales
hidd ‘taken loft her all at sen as to how to ment
my advances: .

“Had n of n ontare less, frank and
p!urv_ |1I. w alie wanld l;u\lc i 1|| oAy
tiatkered by the alientions 1 desired m
Bur. kuulnu"‘iuy only podivided -llm"i‘:ﬂ. o
family thes, sl felt as 0 hind eodusml.”
wukd 1 wd 1o Wit a trap h
ahe saw ne woy out.  But she confemes s
n blush' of doofuklon thilt was very dedr th me,
that try us shoe might to put me out of her
thoughty, wll throogh (her nlght 1 seemed 1o
wiand hefora hor and pload that for the weke of
my Jave fur her, she should el me assume all
mesponnlbility  of extrivating bhor brother from
his difficuliy. & wis rellévid 1o wee day
dawn ones more. so that hor hiousehold tasks
woulil halg to obllierate the thought of me for
n tme, Bt my tolophone message upset what
Tile compisire dle hall mustered up Jro -
ation of her visit to my offige,




