
STRATEGICAL POINTS IN THE WEST INDIES. 

Qi 
Nearly Every One of the Islands in the Caribbean Played a Part in the Early 

Struggles of the Western Hemisphere — Most of the Spanish Fortifi- 
cations are Antiquated and Practically Useless. 
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Lt-ffES" islands, the prob- 
fhlcsceneofan y great naval battles 

I *°r between the United States and 

had more than their share 

since the romantic days of 

Spain* supremacy in the sea. 

bi "every one of the islands that 

“/about" the Caribbean sea played 
r in the struggles between Spain 
fgngland in the seventeenth, and 

main when England wrested 

trous consequences. There was vitally 
grave reasons why the Spanish flotilla 
should reach Porto Ilieo before war 
was declared. They must have coal 
at hand for their small boats. This 
question of coal gives the utmost im- 
portance to all the islands which har- 
bors in the Antilles, and makes every 
one of them a possible factor in shap- 
ing the result of this war. While coal 
is declared contraband of war, the de- 

Ssfiand and France in the eighteenth 
paries. 
jfwe begin with the Greater Antilles 
1 which Cuba is the gem, and follow 

^circle along the Windward islands 

(through the Leeward islands which 

jether form the Lesser Antilles, we 

ill touch many points that are des- 
seii to become of the greatest inter- 
tto us in connection with a Span- 
t-American war. 

Spain originally held nearly all of 
e$e islands. Cuba and 1’orto Lico 
me are left to her. She owns also 

cision has been questioned by military 
men and a neutral power is likeiy to 

give coal to a nation with which it 
sympathizes. 

There is another reason for the pres- 
! ent importance of these little islands. 

In time of war, a ship or any number 
of ships may put in at a neutral har- 
bor for repairs or food and remain 
there an indefinite time. If a hostile 
ship enters the harbor, there must be 
atleast24 hours between the departures 
of the enemies. Considering that on 

April 1,1S9S, there were 30 Spanish gun- 
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a weak piece, as the entrance is nar- 
row and deep with forts naturally 
strong. The forts are not modern, 
however, and the Spanish government 
holds but a limited area around the 
city, so that the Spanish will probably 
make the main defense at Havana and 
everything be made subservient to 
holding the capital. In this case, with 
the Oquendo and Vizcaya reaching Ha- 
vana, the great battle of the war will 
be fought at the entrance of the har- 
bor, or the American fleet will blockade 
and starve the city into surrender, 
aided by the Cuban army. 

The army of small gunboats and tor- i 
pedo boats is not to be depended on by 
anj- blockading squadron. They may 
be expected to strike from any of the 
harbors that surround the Caribbean. 
And at these places we may look for 
a great many small actions. During 
our civil war the Mole St, Nicholas 
on- Ilayti was made an improved coal- 
ing station for the confederate cruiser 
Florida. It is a good harbor, and, being 
uninhabited, coal was brought there 
from neutral ports, which the Florida 
came along and picked up. This har- 
bor would be very useful for us at this 
time. It is at the extremity of the 
northwest peninsula of Hayti, guard- 
ing the Windward passage and menac- 

ing the ports of Cuba. St. Nicholas 
Mole was an inner and outer harbor, 
and the latter is land-loeked and af- 
fords good, deep anchorage. 

The sympathy of both of the black 
republics in Hayti is with the United 
States as against any European power. 
A moment’s consideration of their his- 
tory will explain this. The two re- 

publics, Hayti in the west and Sijn 
Domingo in the east,, are the only 
countries in the West Indies whose 
form of government is like our own— 

except, of course, the republic of Cuba. 
Touissaint 1’Ouverture’s successful 
struggle against France and his cap- 
ture by treachery, followed by the com- 

plete expulsion of the French, is one of 
liberty's favorite tales. The Spanish 
invaded San Domingo in 1SG1 and their 
defeat left the islanders free. The Hay- 
tians have experimented with kings 
and discarded them. The treasure of 
one of these despots, Christophe, re- 

mains buried under the rank vegetation 
for which Hayti is unsurpassed, among 
the ruins of a stronghold he built. The 
story is that the architect, a European-, 
and all of the workmen wert» thrown 

situated upon the north coast on a 

small island with which it is connected 
by bridges. 

It is a place of some natural strength, 
but to protect it there is only the old 
fort of Sauta Catalina, which is about 
as it was when in 1797 it successfully 
resisted Gen. Abercromby during a 

three days’ siege. The fortifications 
are obselete, unless, indeed, they have 
been strengthened within a week or 

two by guns from some warships. The 
harbor is one of the best in the West, 
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forms the bulk of the island. Though 
the prevailing language of St. Thomas 
is English and a colony of Jews have 
fettled there, exports are few and the 
population is decreasing. The Virgin 
islands, like nearly all the islands in t his 
part of the world, are subject to earth- 
quakes and the more dangerous cy- 

clones. It is worth noting that July, 
August, September and October sire the 
cyclone months. Strange to say, there 
have been no battles at St. Thomas, 
which passed peaceably to Denmark 
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Indies and ships of nearly 15 feet draft 
can unload at its wharves. 

St. John's is an ancient town. The 
old buildings are curious and interest- 
ing, especially the palace which was 

erected by I’once de Leon, who con- 

quered the island for Spain. The prin- 
cipal city on the southern coast is 
Ponce, with 40,000 inhabitants, situated 
three miles inland. Mayaguez on the 
west coast contains 30,000 people. It is 
separated from its port by a river 
spanned by an iron bridge. There is a 

barvacks here, but no fort. The four 
other seaports of Porto Itico do not de- 
serve notice. Their-harbors—as in fact 
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from Holland. These islands were fre- 
quented by the buccaneers, which shows 
their excellent location as a rendezvous 
for a fleet. 

Of the islands extending southeast 
to Guadeloupe, all but two of which are 

British, it is scarcely necessary to 

apeak. St. Bartholomew is French, St. 
Martin, of which 18 square miles be- 
longs to Holland and 20 square miles to 
France, produces a quantity of salt. 
Nevis was the birthplace of Hamilton. 
They are all bust* places, but most of 
them have no harbor and even in the 
event of a coalition between England 
ami the United States there are more 

is the case with all the harbors of the 
island—are rapidly Ailing up with silt 
and are dangerous to heavy vessels. 

Porto Kieo, like every other large 
island in the group, except Cuba and 
Hayti, has bowed to the rule of Brit- 
tania. St. John’s was sacked by Drake 
in 1595 and held three years later by 
the duke of Cumberland. Once since 
the Dutch, and the English twice, sent 
unsuccessful expeditions against the 
capital. 

important British jjossrssions in the 
Lesser Antilles of which our ships 
would make use. They are, notably, 
St. Lucia and Barbadoes. Pigeon 
islands, at the northern extremity of 
the former, is nn important military 
port and will soon be the strongest 
fortification in the Indies. It is a good 
coaling station. The capital, Castries, 
on the western coast, is a fine town of 
40,000 people, mostly French. St. Lucia 
has changed hands several times since 
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fee rocks called Blanquella in the 
pward islands, but they are of no 

importance. 
"ith Cuba and Porto Rico as a cen- 

#f, the war will spread itself among 
“elndiea, bringing back their strategic 
'mportance, which apparently had 
Passed forever. 
* ffeneral policy in the disposition 
“e Spanish warships is not difficult 
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boats among the Antilles, we may ex- 

pect that many a West Indian harbor 
will witness a repetition of the battle of 

Cherbourg, where the Kearsarge waited 
outside of the three-mile limit for her 

adversary'. 
Besides Havana and Matanzas in 

Cuba, Spain has but one fortified har- 
bor among the Antilles, San Juan Bur- 

rista, or St. John’s, in Porto ltico. It 

A fSATive Farm House 
Predict, because the great number of 

sOall torpedo boats and destroyers 
K,:neftrb,y, bafe °f &uppiies indis- 

W’l i. 
Ullllke large cruisers and 

Philips, these little boats must take 
u coal every other day, not only in 

\ 
er navigate but for the purpose 

i? protecting their boilers. Unless their 
f• Quakers are tilled, a title bullet 
[“flecetiate the boilers with disas- 

is an excellent harbor and could be 

strongly defended by the Vizcaya and 

Oquendo with the torpedo boats 

against our squadron. But the latter 

alone could do nothing in St. John's 

against our battleships. The fortifica- 

tions are old-fashioned, and the guus 
are Useless against iron ships. 

In southern Cuba the harbor of San- 

tiago de Cuba could be defended with 

I from the parapets, so that fortification 

j worthy the name and the secrets 

of the citadel they have just completed 
I should never be divulged, 
j There are quite a million people on 

the island, but they dally on the way 
to civilization. There is no army, or 

j Hayti’s only use to us would be in lend- 

ing us a harbor. There are no harbors 
on the north coast, but Port au Prince, 
in the republic of llayti, is a well-pro- 
tected port lying behind the island of 
Gounaire. In the Dominican republic 
there are the harbors of Santo Do- 

mingo and Porto Plata, which would 
make convenient bases for operations 
in the Caribbean. 

The Mona passage, only 60 miles 

code, separates llayti from the beauti- 
ful island of Porto Pico. Porto Rico is 

a valuable possession, and Sp^in is 

putting up a rich stake on a turn of the 

war earths when she risks her control 

of that fertile island. Well watered, 
but not- water-soaked, like some of the 

neighboring islands, industriously cul- 

tivated, covered with forests and rich 

in minerals. Porto Rico, taken alto- 

gether. is the most important of all the 

West Indies, after Cuba. In her popu- 
lation of about a million the whites, a 

mixture of almost every nation in Eu- 

j rope, slightly predominate, and their 

j industry furnishes exports second in 

j value only to those of Cuba, being es- 

timated at more than a quarter of a 

i million dollars a few years ago. The 

| staples are sugar and coffee. All the 

j vegetable products of the region are 

cultivated, and herds of cattle thrive 

on the temperate table lands. The cap- 
ital, St. John’s, already referred to. Is 
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In the group of the Virgin islands, to 
the east, only the two Danish islands, 
St. Thomas and St. Croix, are probable 
factors in the present situation. Their 
importance would be considerably 
greater if they had been secured by 
the United States, as was at one time 

suggested by our state department. The 
harbor of St. Croix is unfortified and 
not more than 1G feet deep, so that it 
cannot be of much service as a base. 
The island is a hill that rises 1,100 feet 

the British took it in 1794 and made 
Sir John More governor. 

A fine bit of land is the Barbadoes 
and a picturesque. It is the chief 
English military station in the West 
Indie'S. It lies in the track of vessels, 
and could we use it would be invalu- 
able to our cruisers acting against 
Spanish privateers and gunboats. The 
harbor, Carlise bay, is u large, open 
roadstead and recently the forts have 
been armed with modern guns. Bridge- 

Ca$Tl£- 
! out of the water. Denmark bought it 
j from France for $145,500 in 1733. 

St. Thomas is but 100 miles away 

| from St. John’s. The harbor is nearly 
: landlocked and has a depth of 36 feet. 
I A dry dock is here and a steam slip for 
small vessels. There is no more pleas- 
ing sight in the Indies than the harbor 
of Charlotte Amalie, the .capital, and 
the towering peak 1,500 feet high which 

i 

town, the capita1, stretches with 2",000 
people, along the shores of the bay. 

Barbadoes ha? been very useful to 
England when she was fighting France 
and Holland. Baring the war that be- 
gan in 175C, the island spent £24,000 jn 
equipping anti raising an expedition 
which set out under Gov. Reel-with 
and took .Martinique, and the following 
year Guadeloupe. These two important 

islands were lit 
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