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TOOS. M. PHILLIPS. 
To my Fellow-Cltineus and Voters of JelTor- 

son County. 
I nan much an the newspapers have 

already borne to you, through their 
announcement column, the message 
of my candidacy for Sheriff, it is not 

necessary that I should again con- 

sume space for that purpose. I de- 

sire, however, to say, through this 

medium, a few things touching upon 
matters concerning my own candi- 

dacy a* well ns upon the claims of 

my opponents for this important of- 
fice. Claims I huve not. for I hold to 
the principles that a life of greater 
fealty to the Democratic cause than 
stands to the credit of any aspirant 
in the race, cannot and does not 

give him anj’ claims ou tlie party, 
nor does party service render him 
more worthy to be elected to office. 
The man who serves Ids party in any 
capacity and then goes to the voters 

prnting about his service for thepar- 
'■ tv, asking office for this cause, is like 

"the hireling asking pay for services 
rendered. True Democracy, like true 

religion, is without money and with- 
out price. 

One gentleman bases ids claims for 
this office upon the arrogant as- 

sumption that he brought about the 

straight ticket and drove negroes 
from the (.’Jerk’s office, and with 
great vehemence and persistency, 
contends, if elected, lie will he better 
able to serve the interests of the par- 
ty; that as standard bearer, he tv ill 
lead the party to more certain victo- 

ry. To his first proposition, I reply, 
that no man nor set of men can 

claim this honor. It was the result 
of the strong hand of the united De- 

mocracy of this county. But, admit 
for argument’s sake, ids claim to be 

I correct, and tliut for this service, lie 

I 

i 
M 

buouiij rreeivpcumpeiiBttuun supenur 
to thut of any other member of his 
party, has It not been already 
awarded to him in four years of of- 

fice-holding under the new regime, to 

say nothing of the many favors pre- 
viously conferred upon him? To his 
second proposition, I reply that no 

one of the candidates for this office is 
more Capable of leading the party to 

victory than the other, and his state- 
ment to the contrary is but the claim 
of a demagogue, and again savors 

of a claim of wages for services ren- 

dered. I submit that no man should 
be made an officer to secure his ser- 

vices for the success of his partr. It 
has always been my idea that the 
man who is successful in securing the 
nomination of his party, then be- 
comes its ward, and no matter what 
differences may have existed between 
the contestants, they become as one 

flock and gather around him, in 
whose favor the greatest number 
have spoken. 

Another one of the candidates 
bases his claim upon the fact of his 

having been constable of Vaugine 
Township for six years, and is there- 

by entitled to the sheriff’s office, 
which lio thinks is next in line of his 

promotion. Were his theory to 
hold good and become the rule for 
office holding, the vast number of 
true and tried Democrats of tills 

county who have never held office 
would he ineligible to the office ol 
sheriff. 

A third candidate for this office 

says he was deputy for two years 
under Sheriff Thompson, and there 

fore, better qualified than any oth- 
er to fill the office. I have heard it 
said that some of the best officers in 
the court house bad never held offi- 
cial position before beiu g- elected to 

the office they how hold. 
As before stated, 1 have no claims 

further than the great American 

privilege of citiaenship and the inal 
ienable right to stand for office 
The fact of my having known nc 

creed, save that of Democracy 
through life, of having never turned 
a deaf ear to her call, nor refused tc 

go at any and all times in her inter 

est, or of lmving; enlisted in her 
cause and fought her battles when 
it was dangerous to life to do so, 
renders me no more fit than my 
brethren for public trust. In offer- 

ing myself for office, I do so as your 
servant, and not your boss or 

would-be leader. Your wish shall 
be my law. If elected, I promise 
that the office shall have my undi- 
vided time and attention, and when 

again returned to you, I have an 

abiding faith tliut your judgment 
will be that the office has been ad- 
ministered efficiently and according 
to law. Hailing from a section of 
the county that has had very lit- 
tle at the hands of the Democratic 

party in the way of office holding, 
the most of which has been done by 
citizens of Pine Bluff, a policy which 
does not strike all as being just and 
fair. 1 have thus far been greatly 
encouraged in my canvass. People 
who pay as much of the taxes as is 

paid by the planters of the county 
should be entitled to some recogni- 
tion in the distribution of public 
offices. I do not say this to array 
sectional strife, but for the purpose 
of illustrating and calling attention 
to what I consider unjust, though 
I believe unintentional, discrimina- 
tion in the matter of selecting the 

county officials. 
I desire to say further, however, 

that if, after having the matter 
thus submitted to you, it still seems 

just that you should ignore my 
claims, which are the claims of the 
farmer, I shall as I have always 
done, consider the voice of Democ- 
racy as the controlling power and 
bow in humble allegiance to its will. 

Yours vpry truly, 
Thos. M. Phillips. 

EDGAR BREWSTER. 
To the Democratic Voters of Jefferson 

County: 
I am before you asking your suf- 

frage for the office of Sheriff. I deem 
it hardly necessary to give you a bi- 
ography of myself. I was horn and 
reared in Arkansas, and for the past 
eighteen years, I have lived in Jeffer- 
son county. What education I have 
was received in the city of Pine Bluff. 

This is the second time I have ask- 
ed for this office, and while I did not, 
on the former occasion, receive 
enough votes to elect me, I am 

thankful to my friends for the sup- 
port accorded me. At the election in 
1896, I competed for this office with 
Mr. C. H. Triplett, the present sheriff, 
who was then asking for his second 
term; yet, notwithstanding this 
fact, 1 received 729 votes. Such a 

vote in this election will more than 
elect me. My prospects are bright- 
ening day by day. Out of nine town- 
ships on the north side of the river, 
in my former candidacy, I received 
only forty-five votes. It was late 
when I announced, and I did not 
have time to make a canvass of 
those townships. This time, howev- 
er, I have canvassed them thorough- 
ly, ami am much encouraged with 
the outlook. Assuredly, I will make 
substantial gains in that quarter; 
and from a close personal canvass I 
am convinced that 1 shall suffer no 

material loss from my former suu- 

port in other sections of the county, 
but rather that new friends have be- 
come supporters. 

In conclusion, if 1 am elected to the 
otlice of sheiiff, I shall devote my en- 

tire time and personal attention to 

the faithful and impartial discharge 
of the duties threof, and it shall 
be my earnest endeavor to give the 
people the best and most courteous 
service possible. My qualifications 
to fill the office have not been ques- 
tioned. If any have doubts, I refer 
them to any lawyer, business man 

or farmer who knows me personally, 
whether he be for or agaiust me in 
this race. I have not, do not, and 
shall not rest the conduct of my 
campaign in the hands of any prom- 
inent official or'action,or prominent 
established political leaders of Jeffer- 
son county, but my honest aim and 
effort has been, and will be, to rally 
to my support people of all stations 
and avocations. 1 have not sought 
to gain the votes of any class of peo- 
ple by promising to appoiut anyone 
as deputy, in case of my election, but 
have preferred to stand on my mer- 

its, and if elected, I will then be free 
to choose from the material before 
me the best men whose ser /ices can 
be obtained as deputies, unhampered 
by any ante-election promises. 

1 will be thankful for any support 
given me. Relieving that I will be 
nominated, I am 

Respectfully yours, 
Edgar Brewstkb. 

MAJ. W. H. DAVIS. 
Candidate for Sheriff. 

Subject to the Democratic 
Primaries. 

For Circuit Clerk. 
CAPT. N. T. ROBERTS. 

To the Democratic voters of Jefferson Co,: 
In presenting m.vself to you as a 

candidate for the office of circuit 
clerk, I do so, feeling that I am fully 
equipped to fill the position in all of 
its requirements. My ten or more 

years of experience in the abstract 
business has fully impressed upon 
me the importance of the correct re- 

cording of all deeds, deeds of trust, 
and everything pertaining to the 
title of your homes, and has given 
me a complete familiarity with 
the records. I have lived in your 
county since 1868. I am known to 
all of the older citizens, ana to them 
I cheerfully refer those who d» not 

personally know me, willing to rest 
upon their expressions as to my 
worth and capacity as a citizen, a 

business man, or as an official. My 
past life is well known to many of 
you, and upon it I am willing to 

rest my chances. If it has not been 
satisfactory, my fellow citizens have 
thrown the mantle of charity over 

my faults and made no complaints. 
I promise, it nominated and elect- 

ed, that 1 will, in person, assume 

and perform the duties and responsi- 
bilities of the office, and, as in the 
past, endeavor to use my best efforts 
to perform the duties thereof honest- 
ly’, efficiently and courteously. 
Everything else being equal. I feci 
that my claims for your support 
are superior, on account of my long 
life with you. my services as a Con- 
federate soldier, the part I took in 
the Brooks and Baxter war, and my 
life-long services to the Democratic 

I 

party, at a time, too, when it was 
most needed. 

A word, now, to my railroad 
friends, ami I am done. In the 
organization and construction of 
the Cotton Belt road, I can refer 
confidently to my friend, Col. S. \V. 
Fordyee, to prove my active sym- 
pathy and support of the same and 
the upbuilding of its shops here, and 
that in the early days of the opera- 
tion of the said road, I was one of 
the pioneers, having the first con- 
tract to supply the said road with 
wood, which was then exclusively 
used for fuel. 

Soliciting the support of my fellow 
Democrats of Jefferson county, I am 

your obedient servant, 
A. T. Roberts. 

w.fl5v*v.-yv>.-? ... ... I- 

MR. J. A. LANGFORD. 
Candidate for Circuit Clerk. 

Subject to the Democratic 
Primaries. 

For County Judge. 
Hon. W. D. JONES. 

To the Democratic voters of Jefferson 

County; 

I take this method of expressing 
my deep sense of appreciation and 

gratitude for the honors which 1 

have received at your hands. I con 

sider it as great an honor as can 

come to any citizen, that after serv- 

ing three successive terms in one 

of the most responsible offices in 

the gift of the people, I should be 

conceded a further tenure without 

opposition. It would be useless for 

me to enter into a discussion of my 
acts as an officer at this time. The 

citizens, who are ever alert to the 

county’s interest, know, without 

telling what has been done. I have 
in every instance been goyerened 
by the law as I understood it, and 

while I have made mistakes com- 

mon to mortals, it has been of the 

head, and without intention. 
I have attempted to treat your 

affairs right in the settlement of 

their accounts, aad at the same time 

do complete justice to your interest. 
It will be conceded that the watch- 
word of my administration has been 

economy in so far as possible and in 

keeping with the interests of a 

great county, second to none in the 
state in commercial and agricul- 
tural enterprise. 

In my future term of office I shall 

give my best efforts to the con- 

tinuance of the administration of 
the affairs of your county, and to 

improve upon past methods, where 
I can see that improvement can be 
made. 

Our finauces have been constantly 

decreasing, owing to dimunition in 

the sources of revenue. License 
from the sale of liquors has not 

been as great by half, during my 
terms of office, as it V/as during 
those of my predecessors; while it 
has been absolutely necessary t,o ex- 

pend more money for bridges than 
has ever been expended in the same 

time in any period of the county’s 
history. 

I have felt that the advancement 
and progress of the times demand- 
ed the expenditure of considerable 
money for road improvement. This 
I haye done and will continue to do. 
I realize that the system now in 

operation is imperfect, and my eff- 
orts will be to so improve it that 
during my next term more effective 
and more durable work may be 
done. 

Notwithstanding these increased 
expenditures and the decrease in 
revenues, we have been able to re 
tire some of the indebtedness ex- 

isting at the beginning of my tenr 
of office. 

Again thanking you, my fellow 
citizens, for your assistance and 
kindly consideration, I am, 

Your most obedient servant, 
W. D Jojjes 

For County Treasurer 
MR. J Y. SAUNDERS. 

To the Democratic voters of Jeffersoi 
County: 

In announcing myself as a eandi 
date for re-election to the office ol 
County Treasurer, I will embrace 
the present opportunity to thanK 

If—— 

the good people of Jefferson Count' 
for their hearty support ,-,nd nr 

election to this office two years ago, 

and whether I shall hold office a 

long or short time, it matters not, I 

shall ever feel grateful to this peo- 

ple. Having sj < tit the last thirty 
years of mv life in Jefferson County 
I know most of the older citizens of 

the county and 1 believe that I can 

sav, without successful contradic- 

tor that there is no more law 

abiding nor a better class of citizens 

on this earth than in this county, 
whether rich or poor, high or low 

always ready to extend a helping 
hand to the deserving- Now I have 

ho opponent (and I am glad of it) in 

this race whose good qualities I 

could praise nor bad ones to con- 

demn. I will close with yours for 

the best interests of old Jefferson. 
James Y. Saunders. 

For Assessor. 
CHAS. W. HARRIS. 

To the Democratic Voters ef Jefferson Coun- 
ty: 
In presenting my claims to you 

for the office of County Assessor I 

will say that I have lived in Jeffer- 
son county for 20 years; have always 
been a Democrat; have done what I 
could for the party, and with an ex- 

perienee of six years as deputy I 
feel that I am capable of discharg- 
ing the duties of the office. 

If nominated ar.d elected I will 
serye you to the very best of my 
ability. 

Trusting that I may have your 
support in the primaries on May 7, 
I am, very truly yours, 

Chas. W. Harris. 

MARION A. HUDSON. 
To the Democratic voters of Jefferson 

County. 
I respectfully ask at your hands 

the nomination for Assessor at your 
primary election on May 7, 1898, 
believing that I am possessed of 
qualifications that fit me for the 
position to which I aspire. 

I was born at Locnst Cottage in 
this connty in 1855, and this has 
been my home ever since, excepting 
a few years spent in Lincoln county. 
My business is and always has been 
farming, and if I am elected will 
still continue to live on my farm. I 
have no disposition to over value 
any man’s property, but think that 
all property should be assessed at a 

fair and equitable valuation. I be- 
lieve I haye good judgment and in- 
formation enough to know the 
value of property and pride and 
nerve enough to do my duty. I am 
asking for the office because I need 
it, need it worse now than ever be- 
fore, and because it will do me more 
good now than at any time in the 
future, as far as I am able to foresee. 

Believing that honesty and compe tencv will he your criterion in de- 
termining your choice, I can say without egotism that I am willing to stand the test with my opponents 
and refer all to those who have 
known me longest and best. 

If houest and honorable party service is to be the test, I submit 
my record in this county since 1885 
and in Lincoln Countv for nine 
years prior to that time/at a period when Democracy was at a low ebb 
and efficient Democratic workers 

■ 

were at a premium, and when parti! 
service could be rendered only at a 

personal sacrifice. As 
cy in helping to gainst! acy in the latter countv r 
to Its best citizens. ',lrefer 

If nominated and elects 
faithfully try to 8o 
duties of the office as ?“*** 
just cause of complaint a°5‘rs act of mine, gai0&t 

I respectfully ask y0u and promise, whether 
not, 1 will always be founA J 
for right and Democracy. ^ 

Respectfully 

li 

pfltt 
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this week 
20 I 

glk, asso 

MR. J. T. LIPSCOMB, 
Candidate for Assessor 

Subject to the Democratic 
P rimaries. 

For The Legislate 
MR. H. K. TONEY. 

To the Democratic 
County: 

voters of Jeffers: 

Iu my aspiration to represen 
Jefferson county in the lower 
of our next General Assembly, 
wish our people to know that, 
elected, I shall be conservative i 
all things, looking alone to the we 

fare of my county and state. Whi 
I am a young man, I hope it ma 

be said of me that I have an ol 
head. I shall resist useless and 
necessary legislation and shall 
deavor to promote only that 

ir, my humble judgment will re-1 
dound to the general good cf ourl 
people. On account of the duty I| 

| owe my employers, 1 maynotbel 
able to meet all of you and person-1 
ally ask your support, but, for this,I 
I trust you will not refuse me your! 
suffrage. If elected, I pledge mvl 

sacred honor to give to the people my 
best ability and yigilant attention J 
to duty. You shall not, I hope, be 1 
ashamed that you gave your votes| 
to the youngest man in the race. 

Your obedient servant. 
H. K. Toney. 
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HON. It. F. FOSTER. 
Fellow-citizens of Jefferson County: 

Mr. Bryan said on one occasion] 
during the campaign of 1896, that an 

idea is tlie best thing a man can get 
into his head. A man without ideas j 
is the poorest thing, I am sure, that 

can get into the legislature. He is 

like a boat without a pilot. 
ELECTION LAW. 

I am opposed to a repeal of the 

“Election Law.” The hardest and 

bitterest fight during the nextsession, 
I think, will be over the present svs- 

tern. It is very essential for Jeffer- I 

so i county to have at least one ex- j 
perienced man in the House to op- 

pose a repeal. 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

1 am opposed to donating °ur 

lauds to railroads, '“hive it for actu- 
al settlers. 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 
Our code of criminal procedure is 

a shameful disgrace. It gives felons 
and their attorneys the power to 

impose enormous bills of cost upon 
the tax-payers. If a man steals a 

pig for which the State undertakes 
to prosecute him, iris attorney can, 

if he sees fit, make it cost the tax-^ 
payers $500 or $1000. This shod/ 
not be allowed. Our code of crimi- 
nal procedure should be revised in 

(Continued on Page 8.) 


