
The New Leaders 
OF OUR ARMIES. 

MEN WHOSE COURAGE AND ABILITY 
HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORILY TESTED. 

—Copyright, 1898. 
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Since the declaration of war with 

Spain and the gathering of an army to 

carry on that war President McKinley 
has appointed some 69 general officers. 

Twelve of these are major generals, 
while the other 67 are brigadier gen- 
erals. 

The presirlent has had good and tried 
material from which to make his choice. 

Fifty-four of the general officers are 

men who have made war a profession. 

MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM R. SHAFTER. 

They are for the most part West Point 

graduates. Even, in the ease of the so- 

called civil appointments those whose 
claims received recognition have in 

every instance seen actual service; in- 
deed, some of them displayed genius of 
a high order for leadership during the 
rebellion. 

The major generals are Joseph C. 

Breckenridge, El well S. Otis, John J. 
Coppinger, William K. Shatter, William 
M. Graham, James F. Wade, Henry C. 
Merriam, James F. Wilson, Fitzhugh 
Lee, Joseph Wheeler and Matthew C. 
Butler. 

They rank as in the order named. 
In addition to these are the three 

major generals of the regular army, 
Nelson A. Miles, Wesley Merritt and 
John It. Brooke, who rank the newly- 
appointed major generals because of 
prior date. 

The question of rank is all settled by 
the date on the commission, and the 
standing of a 'West Pointer, merely be- 
cause he is a West Pointer, is in no 

wise different from that of a civilian 
officer of the same rank and date; in- 
deed, the civilian may command the 
regular if his commission is the older. 

Of the newly-created1 major generals, 
Lee, Wheeler and Wilson are the most 
frequently mentioned as civilian ap- 
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pointments. Yet, oddly enough, they 
are the only West, Point graduates on 

the entire list Breckenridge, Otis, 
Coppinger, Shatter, Graham, Wade and 
Merriam entered the army from civil 
life during the rebellion and were 
transferred to the permanent.establish- 
ment when the war ended. Butler, like 
Lee and Wheeler, was a confederate 
soldier, but not a West Point man. 

Of the three regular army major gen- 
erals, Miles, Merritt and Brooke, Mer- 
ritt alone is a graduate from the mili- 
tary academy. 

Following out the present plan, the 
American army will be mobilized in 
seven army corps. Each corps will, be 
composed of three divisions, and there 
will be at least three brigades in each 
of these divisions. The major generals 
will command the corps and divisions, 
while the brigades will be commanded 
by brigadier generals. Perhaps the 
greatest interest centers about Gen. 
Merritt and his division at present, lor 
it is the first time in our history that 
we have had occasion to send troops 
thousands of miles from our shores. 

Gen. Merritt goes to responsibilities 
snd difficulties such as no soldier of 
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the United States army lias ever be- 
fore been called upon to meet. It is 
true we had military governors dur- 

ing the civil war, but their burdens 
were trifling compared with those he 
has gone to take up in a strange land 
and amongst a strange people, having- 
customs, language and habits widely 
different from our own. The nature of 
his position renders it unique and-strik- 

ing. No other military governor ap- 
pointed by the United States has ever 

had anything like the power he will 
wield in the Philippines. It will be ab- 
solute and final. No civil authority will 
exist to question his acts. It will be as 

he sees fit and as necessity demands. 
Gen. Merritt was born in New York 

city in 1830. While he was yet a mere 

child his parents moved to Illinois, 
where the boyhood of our military gov- 
ernor in the Philippines was spent on 

a farm. Young Merritt entered West 
Point at 17 years of ag-e, graduating 
just prior to the breaking out of the 
civil war. He was one of the “boy gen- 
erals” of that tragic struggle, a cap- 
tain of cavalry in 1803; just one year 

1 later lie was serving as. a brigadier gen- 
eral of volunteers. It was his gallant 
fight at Beverly Ford that won him his 

rapid promotion. The newspapers of 
that period teem with accounts of his 

bravery and courage on that occasion. 
He was in the liichmond campaign of 

1804, serving with Sheridan as the lat- 
ter’s chief officer, and with vhat dashing 
leader lie did plenty of hard’ fighting for 
the union. 

He was present, with Grantand Sheri- 
dan when Lee surrendered, and he was 
one of the three commissioners appoint- 
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ea by the government to carry out the 
terms of the treaty. 

At the close of the war lie was mus- 

tered out of the volunteer service and 
transferred to the permanent establish- 
ment as lieutenant colonel of the Ninth 
cavalry. 

In the west Col. Merritt soon made u 

name for himself as an Indian fighter. 
It was Merritt who rescued Thornburg’s 
command at the time of the White river 
agency massacre, when the troops were 

being slowly but none the less surely 
starved to death and shot to pieces by 
the Ute Indians, who hemmed them in 
on all sides. 

One of ther soldiers succeeded in es- 

caping the vigilance of the savages, and 
made his way to Rawlings Station on 

the Union Pacific. 
A telegram was sent to Col. Merritt, 

then in command of the Fifth cavalry, 
stationed at Fort Russell, lie hurried 
down to Rawlings with his men and 
then there began one of the greatest 
cavalry marches on record. For font- 
days and nights the soldiers rode al- 
most without pause, led by their tireless 
colonel. 

When they reached the White River 
agency it was to find poor Thornburg 
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dead and his command in a pitiable 
plight from hunger aud wounds. In 
April of 1887 Col. Merritt was made 
a brigadier general and in 1897 a major 
general. 

Next in point of interest to Gen. Mer- 
ritt and his division is the Fifth corps, 
otherwise the arm}' of Cuban invasion, 

i and its commander. 
Gen. Shatter was a farmer's boy out 

| in Kalamazoo county. Mich., when the 
civil war came. He enlisted in the 
Seventh regiment of Michigan infantry 
in 18G1, and was made a first lieutenant 
of volunteers. He distinguished himself 
at the battle of Nashville, and received 
promotion for “gallant and meritorious 
services’’ in the battle of Fair Oaks, and 
was awarded a medal by congress for 

» 

heroic conduct at Pir.ey Ilidge. When 
the war ended he became a part of the 

permanent establishment, and did no 

end of rough work and hard lighting in 
the various Indian wars in the west and 
southwest as lieutenant colonel of the 

Twenty-fourth infantry. In 1897 he was 

given his commission as brigadier gen- 
eral. 

Ferhapsof all the president’:: appoint- 
ments none have been quite so popular 
with the public at large as that of Fitz- 
hugh Lee. 

Gen. Lee comes of a fighting fam- 
ily. His great-grandfather was that 

MAJ. GEN. FITZHUGH LEE. 

celebrated “Light Horse Harry” Lee, 
who led the Virginian cavalry during 
the revolution, llobert E. Lee was his 
uncle, and his father, Sidney S. Lee, 
saw some 30 years of service in the 
United States navy. 

He was born in Fairfax county, Va., 
—famous as the home.of the Washing- 

tons, Masons and Lees—in 1835. Enter- 
ing West l’oint before he was 17 years 
of age, he graduated in 1850. 

When the civil war came he threw 
up his commission in the army to cast 
his fortunes with those of his state, 
and was at once made adjutant general 
on the staff of Gen. Ewell. 

Later he was appointed colonel of the 
First Virginia cavalry, lie was a brig- 
adier general in 1803, and a major gen- 
eral in September of the same year. 

Gen. Lee was not quite 30 years of age 
when the last flicker of the confed- 
eracy went out in the darkness of de- 
feat, and the sensible manner in which 
he accepted the situation and went 
through the “reconstruction" period 
made him especially popular in the 
north. 

In 1885, he was elected governor of 
\ irginia. It was during President 
Cleveland’s administration that he was 

appointed consul-general at Havana, a 

post he filled with such courage and 
tact that he was retained by the Mc- 
Kinley administration. When William 
J. Sewall, of New Jersey, declined to be 
made a major general, preferring to re- 
tain his seat in the senate, the appoint- 
ment went to Matthew C. llutler, of 
South Carolina. Butler may be called 
a bona fide civilian; that is, he is not a 
West Point man, and hissoldiering was 
limited to the rebellion. He rose to be 
a confederate major general, with a 

splendid reputation for gallantry and 
ability. 

Butler comes of good American fight- 
ing stock. Oliver Hazard Perry, who 
won the victory over the British fleet 
on Lake Erie, in 1§13, was his uncle. s 

Maj. Gen. John It. Brooke, who com- 
mands the First corps and the depart- 
ment of the Gulf, enlisted in the volun- 
teer army when the call for men came 
in 1801, and was made a captain in the 
Fourth Pennsylvania infantry. He was 
mustered out July 20. 1866* and two 
days later entered the permanent es- 
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tnblishment with the rank of lieuten 

Two very gallant officers, Maj. Gens. 
Wade and Wilson, report to Gen. 

Brooke for duty. Wade is one of 

the youngest of newly appointed 
men, a cavalry officer of the very finest 

type, with a distinguished war record, 
which, since the close of the rebellion, 
has been added to by his services in the 

west among the Indians. He was a 

first lieutenant of cavalry in 1861, and 
rose to be brigadier general in the 

regular army in 1897. 
It was a part of Gen. Wilson’s com- 

mand that effected the capture of Jeffer- 

=op Davis. 
Wilson was born in Illinois, in Sep- 

tember, 1S37, and entered \test Point 
before he had reached his twentieth 
year, graduating in 1800. He was as- 

signed to the engineer corps, and was 

present at the bombardment of Port 

Pulaski, and afterwards took part in 

the battles of South Mountain and An- 

tietam. In November of 1802, he was 

appointed a lieutenant colonel of vol- 

unteers, and with his regiment operated 
before Richmond. 

He was transferred to the army of 
the Potomac in 1804, and had command 
of a cavalry division during the Shen- 

andoah campaign. Subsequently he 
was placed in command of a cavalry 
corps in the department of the Missis- 
sippi, where he rendered valuable sup- 

port to Sherman and Thomas and was 

with the former during his famous 
march to the sea. 

At the elose of the war he was a 

major general of volunteers, and when 
tlfe reorganization of the army took 

place he accepted a lieutenant colonel’s 
commission in the regular service. In 
1870 he retired from the army and en- 

tered civil life. 
Gen. Coppinger, who commands the 

Fifth army corps, was born in Ireland 
some 63 years ago. His first soldiering 

ant colonel. 

was done in Italy as an officer in. the 
papal guards, lie came to this country 
at the breaking out of the civil war and 
secured au appointment as captain iu 
an infantry regiment, proving himself 
a brave and skillful officer. He was 
made colonel of the Seventy-first New 

MAJ. GEN. HENRY C. MERRIAM. 

York cavalry. \\ hen peace came he was 
mustered into the regular army. 

Another officer yvho made a tine rec- 
ord for himself as a volunteer is Gen. 
Merriam, who was appointed major of 
tin' 1 hirty-eighth infantry in 186(5, and 
attained the rank of brigadier general 
in 1897. 

Gen. Otis, of the department of the 
Philippines, is a native of Maryland. He 
took part in many of the most im- 
portant battles fought by the army of 
the Potomac. It was his gallant con- 
duct at the battle of Spottsylvania Court 
House that won for him the rank of 
brigadier general. Gen. Graham, who 
commands the Second corps, entered 

She annnn IMS, when but 21 years of 

a(re. He was a Washington boy and 

hfd seen active service in several bat- 

tles with the Seminole Indians prior to 

the breaking out of the rebel ion. He 

(served with great distinction all 

through the war and when it came to an 

end was sent west, where he was en- 

gaged until 18S7. 

He was in command of the United 

States troops on the Pacific coast dur- 

ing the California riots of 1S94, and dis- 
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played tact as well as courage and.de- 
termination in controlling the situation. 

Gen. Graham is the oldest of the new 

appointments, and can go on the retired 
list next September, if he likes. 

Gen. Breckenridge is an oflieer of long 
and varied service in the United States 

army. He was one of the citizen sol- 

diers of the rebellion, entering the vol- 

unteer army as a lieutenant of artil- 

lery in 1861, He fought all through the 

war, wanning promotion step by step, 
and upon its close, when he was mus- 

tered into the regular army, saw his 

full share of rough work in the west. 

In 1881 he was appointed to the in< 

MAJ. GEN. JAMES F. WADE. 

spector general’s department, and 
reached the head of his corps in-1889. 

Gen. Joseph Wheeler, like Lee, was a 

distinguished officer in tlie confederate 
army, and, with the possible exception 
of Gen. Stuart, was the greatest cav- 

alry leader on the southern side. He 
was one of the gallant “batch of con- 

fi derate devils,” as Sherman termed 
them, who made the general’s march to 
the sea such a difficult enterprise. 

Wheeler was born at Augusta, Ga., 
and was educated at West Point, grad- 
uating in 1859. When the break between 
the north and south came he resigned 
his commission in the United Stater, 
army, and offered his services to his 

MA.J. GEN. BUTLER. 

section, and was appointed colonel of 
the Nineteenth Alabama infantry. At 
the battle of Shiloh he was in command 
of a brigade. Next he was transferred 
to the cavalry, and in 1862 was placed 
iu command of that arm of the service 
under Braxton Bragg1, in the west. A 
major general in 1863, he led the con- 
federate cavalry at Chieliamauga. 

Later he proved himself the most 
troublesome of all the southern leaders 
who disputed Sherman’s march to the 
sea. Failing in his endeavors to turn 
aside that resistless wave of conquest 
he sought to defend Savannah. 

He so distinguished himself that in 
1865 he was appointed a lieutenant gen- 
eial, and at the close of the war was in 
command of the cavalry operating with 
the forces of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. 

At the time of his appointment by 
President McKinley he was serving his 
seventh term as congressman from Al- 
abama. 
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