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It certainly has been inspiring to watch the
growth and development of Delta County, one of
the outstanding counties of the Western Slope,
which coverfe a considerable portion of the agricul-
tural area known ns the Uneompahgre Valley. It
is noteworthy that your population increased dur-
ing the period from 1900 to 1910 from 5,487 to

13,688, and that there has been a substantial in-
crease since, due largely to agricultural develop-
ment which followed the completion of the gov-

ernment reclamation project by which water was

diverted from the Gunnison river for the irrigation
'

of lands in the valley, as well ns to the wdhderful
opportunities for farming, fruit-growing and stock
raising in nearly all parts or the county which were
augmented by the completion of that project. And
there hns not been increase of population alone, but
that increase was made without any diminution in
quality, for Delta County is populated largely by
real Americans, in whose veins flows the blood of
thrift, enterprise, virility and initiative that is
hound to make any region noteworthy. Agriculture,
horticulture, coal-mining, stock-raising and dairy ing
ure carried on +n your county with that intelligence
which marks nil of the activities of your people, and
it. is a ploasure for me to pay merited tribute to the
same.

The Coloradoan of the right sort is he who sees
in the development, and prosperity of such counties
as Delta the growth and prosperity of the entire
State, for we are all one people and we go up or we
go down together, hence it is with great pleasure

tliat 1 extend my most cordial wishes for your fu-

ture advancement and the upbuilding, of your many

enterprises.
The quality of your citizenship is well known to

me, for during my first term as Governor it was my

privilege to be intiuiately r associated with one ol"

vour leading ami most able citizens in the admin-
istration of state affairs, and it was always a pleas-
ure to know that he could be relied upon in every

particular to give to the affairs of state that wise,

conscientious, painstaking and honest consideration
that eventuated in acts which met with the approba-
tion of the people generally, and the people of
Colorado are to he congratulated that the gentleman
referred to is still serving the State with that rare
fidelity which brought honor to the people of Delta
County when he was serving as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor. The interests of the school children of the
State and the conservation of our vast public do-

main are safe in his hands, and Delta County is the
gainer thereby in the prestige attained.

.You have an empire greater in extent by 85,000

acres than the entire State 1 of Rhode Island, and
your resources and possibilities should not only in-

ure to the benefit of your present population, but
result !n great accretions during the coming years.

My best wishes go with you, for your people are
imbued with the truth of the slogan. “There is no

substitute for work,” and people thus imbued are
always to be found on the upgrade, progressing and
advancing as tliev deserve.

OLIVER SHOCK
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