
A $100,000.00 Apple Crop From One Place

THE THREE MAN SPRAYING MACHINE.
Woe to the bug who essays u flight into the ReUbaw orchard. . Continued surveillance throughout the grow-

ing season assures a crop practically free from worms or stings. The tower on th? sprayer permits a downward
deluge to reach the apples protected from below by branches, and permits every apple to receive its quota of the
protecting arsenate.

A hundred thousand dollar apple

crop! You don't believe it? Come
with me. Travel to the ranch of

George O. Reshaw. a mile east of
Cory.

Here, on a magnificent ranch of 121
acres, we find sights that bewilder
the eye. Here is conducted an agri-

cultural enterprise that is managed

with the precision of a mill. Here is

an orchard of such dimensions that
an observation tower has been erect-

ed to oversee the activity in its vari-

ous parts.

Nestling in the environs of the or-

chard is one of the most lienutiful
homes of the county. Eight large

rooms designed to meet the require-

ments of every comfort, lighted by

automatic acetlylene lights and sup-
plied with water, through the Orchard
City Waterworks, from the snow fed
springs and lakes of Grand Mesa,

which rises majestically in the back-
ground. No detail has been over-
looked. from music room to billanl

room it Is thoroughly modem.

In the orchard the machine-like ac-
curacy with which every operation is

handled is everywhere apparent.

There is no waste, either of time,

effort or materials. Nature is bounti-
ful, but expects conservation of the

resources she places in man's hands

to use, and although particularly

bountiful on this ranch no destruc-

tion or waste is tolerated. If a tree

bears so heavily that the boughs

break and the main trunk splits, sup-

ports are immediately placed and at

the seasonable time'of year holts are

nsed to strengthen the weakened

psftfl.
Similarly, although this year's crop

will run* In the neighborhood of forty

thousand boxes, each apple Is as care-
fully nurtured and cared for as if it

•onstituted the entire crop. Any fruit

destroying Insect or coddling moth

that ventures into this domain would
hardly be counted a "good risk*’ by

any insurance company. The chances

are that it will live a brief, unevent-

ful life.
Four times during the past year

spraying machines were sent the

length and breadth of the orchard,

carrying a bath of load arsenate for

unwelcome intruders. In addition,

men go over the orchard constantly

during the enrller pnrt of the sonson

stripping from the treeH any apples

which bear tho mark of being the

residence of a coddling moth. These

appleß are placed In barrels of kero-

sene, which effectively destroys any

aspirations the moth may have for

becoming tho proud mother of seventy

hungry little ones. The spray ma-

chine Is constructed with a tower,

upon which one man stands, ns in tho
accompanying illustration, and sprays

downwards, while two others follow

behind and send tho poison bath
swirling up beneath.

At picking time the ranch assumes

the appearance of a factory. Pickers

with their ladders may be seen going

methodically from tree to tree, pick-

ing only the fruit that has come* to

full maturity. Low wheeled wagons

constantly convey the boxes to the
packing shed. The packing shed is

almost a story to itself. It is an

excellent example of straight-line pro-

duction.
On the second floor of this huge

structure. 4/* by 124 feet, are located
the box shook and box makers. With
lightning-like rapidity boxes are con

structed from the materials and con-
veyed down a chute to the first floor,

where they are placed in racks beside
the grading machines. The apples are

delivered from the orctiard to a large

table at the head of each grading

machine Here they are inspected for
defects and conveyed through the ma-

chine and sorted The packers on

each side select the fruit with deft
fingers and place them into the boxes.
From here the boxes are taken on
nnother conveyer, stamped with the
grade and variety, tho top nailed on,

an*l they are ready for shipment.

The boxes are taken to the shipping

depot by truck. This depot is on the
ranch and has siding room for twenty

cars. Twenty minutes from the time
the fruit leaves the tree it is possible

to have it packed and in the cars

awaiting shipment. Certainly

acme of efficiency. The "Sweep-

stakes Brand," as tho apples from •

this ranch are known to the hungry

world are recognised as standing

foremost of any section in the man-
ner of packing. Every one of the
eighty odd employees on the ranch

has definite instructions to follow--

and follow's them.
The employees form quite a com-

munity, with probably the most ap-

parent attribute, as loyalty. They

realize that there Is a mission to he
performed, a reputation to uphold, and
during working hours no frivolity is
allow'ed to interfere with the schedule.

All of them are provided comfortable

placos In which to live on the place,

and a commissary provides food and

the luxuries of candy, soft drinks and

tobacco. They also have bath and
pool room privileges at the Reshaw

home.

From the observation tower one

can see a district of about two and a

half miles square. Surface Creek Val-
ley aml Orchard City. The yield of
fruit from this tract will be in the
neighborhood of $300,000. Just about
equal to the month's gold output of

the entire Cripple Creek district.
Adjoining the 121-acre ranch of Mr.

Reshaw is the 106-acre tract recently

purchased by Mr. Reshaw* and part-

ner. T.. H.. Peppers, from E. J.
Mathews.

The Peppers-Resliaw ranch, as it is

known, is managed by Mr. Reshaw*
ttuu it' »ui heu aa a separate unit. The
orchard contains within five hundred
of the number of trees as the other
ranch, just a few over five thousand.
All are leading varieties —Staymen

Winesaps,* Rome Beauty, Jonathan
and Gano.

In addition to the 4,5 acres of new'

orchard on this place, there are 35
acres of middle-aged trees, nine acres

of oats sowed to alfalfa, seven acres

of wheat which yielded 265 bushels,

Yhree acres of barley yielding 110
bushels, and twelve acres of the finest
corn on top of the ground. Large

stalks with heavily laden ears bend-
ing to the ground. There are fully

1,200 bushels of corn in this patch.

Another feature of interest are the
two immense covered hay barns. All
buildings and equipment on this place

In the (all. as the apples ripen, the green of the trees and apples are gradually transformed into a dull red as tho fruit acquires

Its color. Just before picking time the entire orchard assumes the roseate glow of perfectly colored fruit.

are built in mammoth proportions and
with careful attention given to sys-

tematic operation. The silo holds 15G
tons of ensilage and is used for feed-
ing the range cattle. The ensilage is
cultivated, cut and bound and deliv-

ered to the silo by a Fordson tractor,

one of the many pieces of modern
equipment to be found upon this

colossal ranch.

This view, taken from the Mesa overlooking-the*ranch gives but a vague idea of the immensity of the project. To be fully

appreciated one should see it colored by Nature's gentle hand, with the blending green of the trees, alfalfa, potatoes sharply outlined
by their distinctive coloring

It Is truly said that it requires a woman's handiwork to transform a house into a home. This splendid

structure is n home Ip evAry sense of the word.

Each individual fruit tree on the Reshaw place is care-

fully guarded against insect pests and injury. This ac-

counts in some measure for the prolific yield. It is not an

uncommon sight to see the heavily laden boughs sup-

ported by props.

There is one main farm house, thor-
oughly modern, and three tenant
houses, all supplied with city water
through the Orchard City system. A
dozen taps are located at convenient
points around the ranch to supply
water for stock, etc. A blacksmith
shop and tool house, vieing with any
in the surrounding towns, is kept busy

in keeping all tools and equipment in

first-class order. A good workman
must have good tools.

Situated in a convenient place ad-
jacent to the tool house is what one
might call the Mammoth Cave of Ken-
tucky. It is constructed of concrete
with concrete floors, and holds three
thousand boxes of apples with ease.

This place, too. has a packing house,

and there is also one located near
Saxton, the 20-car siding belonging
to this ranch. Picking commenced
September 1 this year and will con-
tinue until November 1.

The two ranches together probably

will ship the largest crop of apples in
the United States. And when one

considers that the burden of the en-

tire undertaking falls upon one man.
one could almost say that Mr. Keshaw
is the busiest man in the United
States.

To secure an interview one must

be a good pedestrian and be able’ to

write on the fly, as it were. From
field to field, from commissary to sid-
ing. from pickers to packers. Mr.
Reshaw moves with undimlhishing

rapidity, either on foot or in the new

Peerless. When once you are for-
tunate enough to intercept him. then

the activity starts, it’s like trying to

secure an interview with a man on the
back platform of an express train by

running along the track.
But consider. Sixty thousand boxes

of apples to be picked, sorted, graded,

packed, boxed, labeled, stamped and
marketed, all within the short space

of two months. With a few other in-

cidentals. such as digging and market-
ing SIO,OOO worth of potatoes at odd

moments. Ami not one cog can stop

or the whole machinery stops. Is it
enough to keep one man busy?? Con-

fidentially. we believe it is.

LOOKING NORTH FROM THE OBSERVATION PLATFORM.

THE RESHAW HOME.

ONE OF THE THOUSANDS

GENERAL VIEW OF THE RESHAW RANCH.
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