
1921 Shows Added Acreage
Complete returns from county as-

sessors to the SUte Immigration de-

partment show the total area under
cultivation in the state this year to

be approximately 5,370,000 acres, com-

pared with 5,072,340 acres reported’by
county assessors for 1920 and 5,052.-

955 acres reported by Che census

bureau as harvested in 1920. These
figures in all cases include native hay.

but do not include orchards.

These figures show beyond doubt
that the acreage under cultivation in
Colorado this year is the largest in
the history of the state. While final
figures on output are not yet com-

plete, it is also definitely established
that the total production of all crops

in tonnage this year is the greatest

on record for Colorado. The state’s
wheat and corn crops both are record
breakers, and final estimates appar-
ently will show that potatoes and bar-

ley both have made record outputs.

There Is a slight decrease in the total
production of hay and perhaps a

slight decrease over last year in the
output of rough forage crops.

While reports of county assessors
this year are more complete than
they have been in former years, they

still fall something tfhort of showing
the total acreage under cultivation.
Reports from a great many counties
this year, such as Logan, Kit Carson,
Phillips. Sedgwick, Mesa, Jackson,
Dolores and several others, are prac-
tically 100 per cent complete, but a

few other counties, like Arapahoe,
Huerfano, Otero. Weld and some oth-
ers, are incomplete. It is now ap-
parent that the reports from the state
as a whole are more than 92 per cent
complete as regards acreage under
cultivation, though they may fall be-
low 90 per cent in the number of
farms and in the acreage of wild hay
cut. Some counties which have turn-
ed lu nearly complete reports on cul-

tivated crops show considerable
shortage in the acreage of wild hay

reported.

The showing made by Colorado this
year in acreage and production of
crops is remarkable in view of the
situation in most other states. Re-
ports for the county as a whole show
that the acreage under cultivation
this year is below the average for the
past five years and considerably

short of that under cultivation last
year, while the output for many crops

for the past ten years. The wheat
and potato crops, both of which are
record breakers for Colorado, are far
below normal for the country as a
whole.

The E. F. Hubbard ranch is sit-
uated two and a half miles from
Austin. This year six acres of al-
falfa yielded heavy, giving six tons

to the acre. He has a fine orchard
of 14 acres of apples of Jonathan,

Grimes Golden. Gano and several
other varieties, which yielded 1,500

boxes. Sight acres of Elberta
peaches yielded 2.000 boxes. He has
one acre of grapes of the Concord,
Cataroba, Magra and Hhrly Nets va-

rieties. Keeps a flock of chickens.

A. L Cook is situated on a ranch
five miles from Delta. This year he
cultivated 27Vs acres, of which five
and a half acres were planted In
wheat, four arras planted to potatoes

yielded 625 sacks, 13 acres In alfalfa
yielding 65 tons, two ac.re£ in corn
and one-half acre in garden truck.
He has three horses (one Shire and
two Percheron), seven head of Short-
horn cattle, four hogs of Berkshire
and Duroc stock, and six dozen chick-
ens of Rhode Island breed. 10 tur-

keys. one stand of bees. He will
produce 2.920 gallons of milk. 370
gallons of cream, 105 pounds of but-
ter and 4.100 dozen eggs. Will raise

150 chickens.

The M. X. Hallock ranch is located bushels, 18 acres in potatoes yielded

seven miles from Delia. Two hun- 2,250 sacks, 15 acres in beets, 15
dred and twenty-five acres were cul- acres in corn for ensilage for a 100-
tivated this year, of which 20 acres ton silo, and 70 acres in alfalfa which
planted in wheat yielded 1.20 Q bush- yielded 300 tons. He has 25 head of
els, 30 acres in oats yielde<N 2,100 Percheron horses. 25 head of Short-

horn cattle, 25 Poland China hogs
and four dozen Barred Rock chick-
ens. This year he will produce 1,450
gallons of milk, 300 gallons of cream,
600 pounds of butter and 360 dozen
eggs.

CHARACTERISTIC HIGHWAY RUNNING* THROUGH THE ORCHARDS
OF DELTA COUNTY
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Helpful Hints on Road Building

The author of this article on road
construction has had several years'

experience and had made careful ex-

amination to determine best results
For over seven years he was em-
ployed under Warden Tynan in di-
recting road work In the Royal Gorge,
the Grand Canyon above Glenwood
and other places.

(By J. C.. GI’DGEL)

From my experience in highway
construction and maintenance 1 have
learned several things. The first cost
In building a now road should he the
permanent cost. This, can he done by
properly grading and ditching, and
putting in culverts large enough to
take cnro of the water.

In bridging streams it costs very
little more to build the abutments
three or four feet higher than the |
high water mark, and if hanks are
low build back on both sides with
extra abutments, especially on the
low side on top of the bank. The
bridge should he extended In length

and the approaches* graded up, while
should be placed on each

side of both approaches. In this way
there Is space enough to keep the
current in the main channel of the
river. If the river overflows, the ap-

proaches are protected and the bridge

Is long enough and high enough to
permit the current to stay with the
channel.

In building a new* road along a

river it should be built high enough
from the water that It will not he
washed out. The original cost will
be greater, but It will bo cheaper
and more satisfactory in the long

run, since ft will not have to he re-

built in places after each flood.
In grading a roadbed keep the

ijock worked out to the river side of
Bio grade, using the rock for a rip-
rap In the fills. Ditches should he at
least two feet wide at the top and
one foot on the bottom, and one foot
deep. That is for side hill work
where many culverts are put In. In
grading through a flat country 'the
ditches should be wider. The prin-

cipal object with regard to the road-

bed is to keep the water from stand-
ing in the ditches and on the road-
bed. by putting in culverts often
enough and having them large
enough to take cnro of the water. A

amnll culvert Is only nil expense, con-
tinually washing out.

In places where there are no hanks

and a large amount* of water comes

down at times, a flush bridge is the
only bridge that will stand the flood

water. This is made by building a
concrete wall one foot thick on each

side of the road, letting the walls

come op flush with the banks. With

u little slope to the center, a con-

crete culvert is then built through to
take care of the usual flow of water,

while the space for the roadbed is

built up to within six inches of the
top of the walls. Care should be
taken to fill solid, and a concrete

floor should he built over the fill to

the top of the walls. The* lower wall
should be put In so that the floor will
have a little slope.

By building a concrete apron from
the lower wall six or eight feet wide
at the bottom of the wall, the over-
flow water will he checked from cut-
ting under the walls, and the flood
water will pass over the bridge with-
out leaving any damage in its trail.

If the road is graveled from one

inch to one foot in height to the cen-
ter of the roadbed on a straight road,

n good crown is made. Elevations
on curv es should be carried accord-

[ |r.g 4o the length of the curve, the
same elevation as a railroad grade.

A straightedge about 16 feet long and
a spirit level useful articles in
putting a crown on a road or grading

around curves.
Culverts should he put in according

to the amount of territory which they

have to drain. Cloudbursts are one

feature one can not build against,

except with the flush bridge. Banks

should he sloped according to the
ground through which one is work-
ing. Loose earth should be sloped

one and ’a half foot to one foot In
height. The slope will be flat enough

that It will stand and not All up the

ditch. Often the slopes are left too
straight and dirt is hauled in to make

the Alls, when it would he cheaper to

give the hanks flatter slope and use

the dirt to make the fill. . When a

road is properly built, ditches kept

open, culverts large enough to take

care of tho wator. maintenance will

be a small Item. The ditches should

be kept cleaned out and the holes

in the roadbed flllod up.

A drag is good for putting a smooth

surface on the road, if used at tho
right time, after a rain. A gravel or
sandy road can be dragged to good

advantage any time. Adobe is much

more difficult to keep smooth and
more care must he exercised to drag

at the right time.
Roads will have to he built more

substantial In tho future, in order to

withstand the heavy loads which tho
big tmcka ore hauling In some
places the State Highway Commis-

sion Is putting a limit on the load.
All counties are now becoming well
equipped with trucks and road work-
ing machinery, so it will not he long

until the adobe roads will be graveled

and put In good condition.
There are some other things I

should like to explain a .little more
thoroughly, but I fear I am taking

up too much space in the Harvest
Number.

SOME OF THE HIGHWAYS OF DELTA COUNTY. THOUSANDS UPON THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS ARE
BEING SPENT YEARLY BY COUNTY, STATE AND FEDTRAL GOVERNMENT TO MAKE ROADS. DELTA

COUNTY HAS MANY MILES OF SURFACED HIGHWAYS.'

The Duke-Hanson Merc. Co., Hotchkiss
H. P. Dent, Manager

GENERAL MERCHANDISE

Distributors Munsingwear, Ball Brand Boots and Overshoes, Hamilton
Brown and Godman Shoes, Classic Suits and Coats, Majestic Ranges, Nisco Spread-
ers. John Deere Implements. Fidl line good thing to eat.
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CARR TIRE SHOP
Vulcauizing & Retreading
George P. Carr, Prop.

Hotchkiss, Colorado

H. A. Klingensmith
Hotchkiss, Colorado

“The Landman”
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Dove’s Hints to Motorists
HOW TO GET REAL PLEASURE FROM YOUR CAR

Always carry a few extra spark plugs; but not loose in tool box.
An old manicure file makes a good spark plug cleaner.

Drain vacuum tank and clean strainer often. Much water and sedi-
ment will be removed, giving a better running motor. Try this before
changing the carbureter.

Keep oil level at proper place. Too much oil causes carbon and
loss of power, as well as being the cause of heating and boiling.

Changing hose connections to radiator each year is a good plan.
In this altitude rubber has short life Hose linings become loose and
retard water circulation, causing heating of motor and loss of ef-
ficiency.

Keep steering-gear tight. If you cannot tighten, have your repair
man put in new bushings. Only a fool will run a car with a loose
steering gear and no brakes.

Keep water in battery and electrical troubles are few. Replenish
each week in summer —every two weeks in winter.

Don’t examine the gas tank or carbureter with a match. You will
enjoy your car longer.

HOTCHKISS GARAGE
G. A. Dove. Proprietor Phone 129 Co-op. Hotchkiss, Colorado
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