
Uncompahgre National Forest

DEER CAUGHT IN FEED CORRAL NEAR CEDAREDGE

(By K. G. Brown)

The Uncompahgre National Forest,

although not officially proclaimed un-
til June 14, 1905, had its. beginning

on February 18, 1904, when about
478,000 acres were withdrawn, cover-
ing the Uncompahgre plateau from
Horsefly peak to Unaweep canon.
This was supplemented in 1906 by the
addition ol twelve sections on Pinon
Mesa, known as the Fruita division,

because the town of Fruita uses the
area as the source of its municipal

water supply; and in 1907 by a large

area lying between the apex of the
Uncompahgre plateau and the San
Miguel river.

Meanwhile the Ouray division, then

called the Ouray forest reserve, had

been proclaimed, and in 1908 the en-

tire territory was combined to form
the present Uncompahgre Forest.
Since then a number of eliminations
have been made to release land found
more valunble for farming or for
other purposes thdn for use ns a part
of the Forest At present the gross
area is 867.000 acres, and the net
area, excluding the alienated lands,
about 790,000 acres, or approximately
the site of the state of Rhode Island.

When the first supervisor. Dr. H.
K. Porter, took charge of the forest
in 1906, he had only* two or

* three
rangers to help him in the task of
putting the area under administra-
tion. As the work has grown the
force has increased until now. in ad-
dition to the supervisor, deputy su-
pervisor and two clerks in the Delta
office, there are eight rangers, whose
districts average in area about 108.-
000 acres. In addition to the regular
force, one or two forest guards are
appointed each summer to help on
special work, and a teamster to drive
the Forest service team

The primary objects in withdraw-
ing the National Forest were the pro-
duction of timber and its protection
from Are and wasteful cutting; and
equally Important, the pfbtection of
the sources of municipal and Irrtga
tlon water supplies. It has been es-
timated that there are about 650,000.-

000 feet of mercbantaile timber upon
the Foiest; a sufficient amount. If
protected from Are. and thinned Jn
such away as to promote the growth
and reproduction of the trees left in
cutting operations, to supply the pres-<

ent annual demand for native lumber
Indefinitely. Although the Uncompab-
gre Is not heavily timbered, by com-
parison with many other National
Forests in Colorado. It contains enor-
mous areas that have been denuded
by fire and are now'slowly being re-

stocked with trees by natural repro-
duction. so that In time Its timber
resources will be very much greater

than at present.

The second great object of the
Forest, the protection of watersheds,
is here of especial importance. The*
towns of Fruita, Olathe, Montrose,
Ridgway and Ouray all derive their
municipal water from the Forest, and
consequently the maintenance of a
ground cover that will prevent the
washing of soil and impurities into
the streams, the regulation of graz-
ing and the opportunity afforded the
towns of protecting their watersheds
without the expense of 1owning them,
are among the highest uses which
the Forest offers to the community at
large.

Not everyone realize* the relation
of the Forest to irrigation. Delta and
Montrose counties especially, and
other neighboring counties as well,
are justly proud of their splendid

ranches, and the abundance and va-
riety of crops grown upon them. A
surprisingly large proportion of these
lands are. irrigated, either entirely or
in part by water from the streams
heading upon the Uncompahgre For-
est/ Figures compiled in 1915 showed
an estimated annual crop value from
such lands of more than $1,700,000.

If irrigation water failed only enough

crop, or $170,000. the result would
be disastrous. The Forest helps irri-
gation by preventing too rapid runoff
from the watersheds. Snow at the
low * altitudes melts early, and un-
checked by the light ground cover,
quickly finds Its way to the streams

and* runs off as flood water. The
heavy cover of the Forest not only
delays the melting of the snow by

protecting it from the direct rays of
the sun. but also forms a mulch upon
the Forest floor which takes up water

like a sponge, prevents the rapid run-
off that occurs tapon a bare surface
and gradually releases It into the
underground water courses, so that a
good part of It is still available tn
summer when It is «nost needed for
irrigation. Thus it is seen that the
two great functions of the National
to cause the loss of one-tenth of the
Forest, timber production and water-
shed protection go hand in band and
both require the preservation of the
cover from Are, ovor-graxing or other
forms of danger.

Another uae of the highest impor-
tance is grating. At one time it was

that grating would be harmful
to the forest, by removing the grass

to such an extent that it would not

check run off, and by causing the
death from trampling of large num-
bers of seedling trees. The experi-
ence of many years has shown, how-
ever, that the form of damage is
small if the range is not too heavily

stocked; and furthermore, that grat-

ing is a great help in decreasing the
fire danger which is caused by having

Hundreds of deer, driven by hunger, seek food front ranchers living in

I the lower lands during snowy seasons. This one was corraled while foraging
I in this manner.

large areas of tali dry grass in the
late summer and falL Because of
theqp conditions, and the important
part that the summer range plays in
the development of agricultural com-
munities, every effort is being made
to put upon tho ranges all the stock
that they can carry without being in-
jured. In 1917*, 27,300 cattle and
horses and 59,150 sheep were grazed
under 325 permits.

The National Forest necessarily in-
cludes some agricultural lands, which

a Forest Homestead Act pass-
ed in 1906 were made available for
the settler, after examination and re-
port by a forest officer, and listing
with the land office for entry. Under
this act about 330 applications have
resulted in the listing of some 27,000
acres, most of which is now occupied.
Although experience shows that in
most cases such lands are chiefly
valuable for summer pastures rather
than for year-long homes, there are

still a number of acres subject to
entry by any qualified person. Re-
cently a complete classification has
been made to bring out the fitness of
the unalienated land for farming,

which has resulted in showing its
general unsuitability, and the conse-
quent classification of it as non-

-1is table.
In its effort to further the interests

of the community the service has in-
terested itself in many minor activi-
ties. In addition to making sales of
commercial tribes, the Uncompahgre
is furnishing every year about 600,000

feet of timber free to settlers and
ranchmen, to be used for the im-
provement of their farms. It is as-
sisting in the protection of wild game

and in restocking depleted fishing

streams. The rangers make monthly

readings of snowscales in the moun-
tains. which are used by the U. S.
Weather Bureau for its valuable re-

ports. and help the U. S. Geological

Survey in the gaging of streams to

show the run-off available for irriga-

tion or power. As fast as time and
funds will allow, the Forest Service
is improving roads and trails upon
the forest, posting them with signs

showing the direction and distances
to important points, and in general
making the forest resources more
available for visitors and pleasure-
seekers.

“Evidence”
John Duer, a veteran of the late

war, is building up a dairy herd. He
has 60 acres of land in the Uncom-
pahgre valley about one and a half
miles from Delta, seeded to alfalfa,
and is raising some fine dairy cattle.

The W. R. Johnson ranch, three
miles southwest of Delta, is being

farmed this year by F. W. Mays.
This 80-acre tract has good improve-
ments and is showing good yields

from six acres of wheat, 18 acres of
oats, 17 acres of potatoes, 20 acres of
alfalfa and five acres of corn. Mr.
Mays has six draft horses, several
Berkshire hogs and about 100
chickens.

Some excellent crops are being har-
vested on the Merritt & Peters ranch
on California Mesa. Guy Merritt, the
manager, reports that this year's crop
consists of 10 acres of wheat. 27
acres of oats, four acres of beans. 10
acres of onions yielding 300 sacks per
acre, 27 acres of potatoes yielding 150
sacks per acre, and 37 acres of al-
falfa yielding 148 tons. Merritt &

have 20 head of draft horses
and three head of cattle, five Berk-
shire hogs and about 1000 Buff Or-
pington chickens.

One of the best improved tracts of
this vicinity is the 180-acre farm be-
longing to W. T. McMurray at Eckert,
fanned by W. H. Grubb. One hun-
dred and twenty acres of this land
are In cultivation, from which 20
acres of wheat, eight acres of oats.
17 acres of potatoes and 50 acres of
alfalfa were harvested this fall. Mr.
.McMurray has 23 acres of the finest
Jonathan apple trees in the county,

and this year's crop Is estimated at

4.000 boxes. Mr. McMurray keeps

about 15 head of cattle, a few hogs
and a flock of poultry.

Ray Brattain A Sons, situated one

and a half miles from Delta on a

100-ncre ranch, are farming on a
large scale this year. They have in

cultivation 14 acres of wheat, from
which they expect to yield 30 bushels
per acre, 32 ucres of oats yielding 50
bushels per acre, 20 avres of potatoes

yielding 100 sacks per acre. 14 acres
of alfalfa which will yield 42 tons,

four acres of orchard and acres of
corn. Tho Brnttalns have six draft
liorsoK, 10 Holstein cattle, several Po-
land Chinn hogs, and a fine flock of
Rhode Island Red chickens.

Mrs. Ruby Lowe is among the most
successful farmers in Delta county,

and has one of the finest farms in

the comity two and a halt miles west
of Delta on California Mesa. She has
120 acres of land in cultivation this

year, consisting of 10 acres of oats
yielding 32 bushels per acre. 35 acres

of potatoes yielding 150 sacks per
acre, and 60 acros of alfalfa which
will yield about 180 tons. Ten acred
of this farm are planted to mixed
fruits and vegetables. Ten head of
Belgian and Porcheron horses and
four cows of the Holßteln and Jersey
breeds, several Poland China hogs

and about 70 chickens are kept by

Mrs. Lowe.
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DELTA'S 81,500,000.00 SUGAR REFINERY

The Sugar Beet Industry
was the big factor in building up the menced to raise sugar beets. Statistics
Eastern Slope. It will do the same for prove that the cultivation of sngar
the Western Slope. Germany and beets will increase the yield of all
France more than dougled their agri crops, especially grain and potatoes,
cultural production after they com-

Now is the Time to Plan for Next Year!
Help make it a Banner Beet year for this Section

We want to run the Delta Factory. *

The growing of a large beet crop and the running of the Factory will greatly
help (bo prosperity of this country.

ROTATE
Give the' beets a chance. Put them on Plow a little deeper than usual. Do
some of vour best ground. Put them it this fall. Use plenty of manure,

on some of potato ground and fall plow It will pay you well, especially if you

some of your grain ground, or break raise beets.

_
up hay ground for potoes.

Holly Sugar Corporation

,||f7V:.r Alfakorn Feikje Pontiac

*

Owned and developed by Artt Bros.

This class of cow will produce three
limes as much halter fat <i

Figure At •
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ureat l)uroc Boar, sires the best for
Breeding. Feeding and Showing. »£wßESSfit
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ERNEST ENGELHARDT, Manufacturer
High temperatures would hold no terrors for the county. Delta ice is distinctly a superior

the residents of Delta County because of the pro- staple commodity and the service is constant
ducts of The Delta Ice & Bottling Company own- The custom of always having a dozen bottles
ed and operated by Ernest Engelhardt since 1910. of wholesome, delicious soda water on hand Is

All of the commodities produced by this con- growing among the housewives of this vicinity,

cern are pure and cooling and the more appre- This ensures a welcome treat when friends call
elated because of the long mild season enjoyed in the warm afternoons and evenings and always

by this section. provides a rich delicious beverage without effort.
Practically nil of tho ice used in Delta Coun- “Cherry Blossom” has become a Delta Connty

ty conies from the plant of Mr. Engelhardt and favorite and there are a dozen other flavors that
is made from pure mountain water and distilled. will meet the varying tastes of every palate,
reduced to the solid state and retailed in Delta The Delta Ice and Bottling Company is also
and vicinity and sold at wholesale throughout distributor for carbonic acide gas and near beera.

THIRD SECTION —Illustrated Harvest Number. Delta Independent, Delta County, Colorado, September, 1921.


