
SCHOOLS OF DELTA COUNTY

GATHERING THE CROP.

(By GRACE CUMMINGS)

There are 46 school houses in Delta
county, and 22 school districts. Four-
teen of these are one-room schools.
The smallest school in the county is
Sand Creek, a little school above the
Bowerman mine, up on the top of the
world. There are just five pupils in

this little school, but the parents of
these children are demanding the very

best possible for their children.
In this same district is Coalby

school.
These schools are too isolated from

other districts to consolidate, but are
doing everything possible to keep
their school up to standard. Com-
munity dinners and good times are
popular at Coalby, and are always en-
joyable.

Redlands Mesa and Leroux Creek
are the locations of three good one-
room schools. West Redlands school
is one of the two log school homes in
the county, and is the scene of many
happy community meetings. Th’s is
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the place to gft for a wonderful turkey

dinner. Mrs. Emma Gibson is a very

able teacher who has been in this
school for three years. East Redlands
and Leroux Creek have lately formed
a new district, No. 34, with the follow-
ing men as board members. Roland
Owens, William Stewart and K. E.

Williams. Good luck to this youngest

school district.
Missouri Flats is a delightful little

one-room school belonging to the
Crawford district. The parents are

umbitious for their children, and most

of the children graduating there go on
to the Crawford High School. This
little school nestles at the foot of the
most beautiful mountains *in • Delta
county. Needle Rock standing almost
above the school house.

Clear Fork school is a pleasant lit-
tle school in the cattle country south
of Crawford. Ariel school, the next to

the youngest district in the county, is

located on lower Fruitland Mesa, and
is one of the two log school houses in
the county. It has a piano, library
books, and a most ambitious school
board.

Lam broil Mesa school, three miles
south of Paonia, installed play ground
apparatus last year and maintains a
library for the children. Mr. Hill
taught there last year.

Most of the one-room schools are

in such a location that consolidation
is not feasible. In a few cases where
this is not true, consolidation will
probably take place within the next
few years. It must always be borne
in mind that consolidation will not

take place without the consent of the
people and without their vote.

Two other one-room schools are in
[District No. 17, close to Delta, and
another two in Peach Valley, close to
Delta. A new one-room school is on

White’s mesa, west of Eckert. They

have a delightful new building and
Miss McKinney is to teach there this
year.

Delta county has had several new
buildings during the past two years,
two of which are remarkable for
showing in a material way the visions,
ambitions and courage of communi-
ties and board members. The new
building at Cedaredge dost $75,000. It
has a very fine auditorium with a
seating capacity of 500 persons. A
good many large community confer-

During the harvesting season everyone turns out and
dons a picking sack. Housewives, ministers, professional
and business men may be found aiding the farmer In his
tremendous task of gathering the crop.

ences have already been held in this
building. There is an excellent high

school at Cedaredge and most of the
people are ambitious to send their
children to college when they leave
high school. The people of Cedaredge
and their school board are certainly

to be congratulated upon their fine
attitude toward education In putting
up this excellent building and in the
employment of teachers. They have
literally "gone their limit.*'

Another new building is the wonder-
ful new high school building in Delta,
unsurpassed in beauty by any in the

state. The auditorium and gymnas-

ium of this building are two of the
modern progressive features of school
buildings. The building is practically
fireproof, and the people of Delta feel
amply repaid for the cost of the build-
ing and the value to the children and
the community in terms of utilityand

beauty. •

The only little red school house in
the county is the new school building
on Fruitland Mesa. It is a two-room
modern, frame school building, win-

dows on two sides of each room; the
house is comfortably furnished and
equipped with a furnace. There is no

better two-room school In the county

and the people rightfully feel very

proud of it. There are about thirty

children to attend this school and two
teachers are the two Miss Martins.
Sunday school is held in this school
every Sunday. The people plan- to

fix the grounds plant a lawn, plant
shade trees, and install play-ground

equipment. One of the happiest little
groups of children in the county is to
he found here. They come from
homes that represent thrift and sin-
cerity.

Another fine two-room school is

Stewart Mesa school, south of Paonia.
For a number of years this school has
maintained teachers of especially fine
qualities. They have improved their
school grounds, planted trees, tinted
the walls of their building, kept up a
library, and last year added a piano to

the school equipment. Good pictures

hang on the walls. The floors are
oiled. Nice furniture is installed and
good care is taken of the building.
Some of the best rural school singing
in the county, with the exception of
Crawford, was found in this building
last year. Art work of a very fine
type was done at this school ‘last
year.

Across the river from Stewart Mesa
is found a fine two-room modem brick
school building, known as Midway
school. This was erected two years
ago in the place of a building which
was destroyed by Are. Mrs. Ander-
son. former county superintendent of
Delta county, is the principal of this
excellent school. Miss Sadie Gaddis
is the primary teacher. This school
has a fine basement dining room fur-
nished with two ranges and with nec-
essary eqivipment for serving com-
munity banquets. A lawn has been
planted in the yard, and the spring
meeting of the parents and patrons
at the school house has become an
annual event. Sumptuous dinners are
served; the men and boys play horse-
shoes outside, while the girls and
women visit and prepare the dinner.
A program is given in the afternoon
and the work of the school year ex-
hibited. No two teachers in the coun-
ty are paid better than these two
teachers, and no school is a greater
source of pride to its community.

Bone Mesa has a very good school
in this district. It will only be a
matter of a few years when this
school consolidates with one of the
little nearby schools in order to se-
cure for their children the best -edu-
cational advantages.

There are two excellent brick
school houses south of Delta, Liberty
and Columbine. The walls are freshly
tinted, and the buildings put in ex-
cellent repair, and equipped with fur-
naces. One of the nicest entertain-
ments in this county was given at

Liberty school last April..

Fairview, north of Austin, is the
only school in the county with a gold
plate over the door. It is a very
superior school, and is easily the most

attractive rural school in the county.
For years they have kept the best
teachers in the county, and this school
pays the best salaries in the county.
None but the best teachers are ever
given an opportunity to apply for a
position in this school. Miss Laura
Ines, yvho has been given u year's
leave of absence in this school, has
been kept there for twelve years be-

cause of her very fine primary work.

The school rooms are well lighted,

attractive pictures hang on the walls

W. F. Blaine, whose ranch is lo-
cated two und a half miles from
Delta, is the owner of u ranch which
is not only very profitable, but is lo-
cated on one of the most beautiful
spots in Colorado. The Grand Mesa,
rising In majestic- serenity behind

this ranch, forms a background long

to be remembered.
Mr. Blaine believes In diversified

farming and hus broken up Ills 120-
acre tract into six crops as follows:
Nineteen acres of wheat yielding 35
bushels per acre, six acres of oats

of the rooms and plants are kept in
the windows. The floors are kept in
excellent condition, and the building

furnished with furnace heat and kept

well. Last year considerable play-
ground apparatus was installed. Tom
Artt. Guy Dixon and Will Weaver are
the members of the board, and they

deserve much credit for the excellent
condition of the school and the care-
ful financing of this district.

Another good three-room school is
at Bo\yie. The teachers are well paid,

and Mrs. Clio Chapman, a very able
superintendent, has been there u num-
ber of years. A teaclierage is main-
tained and it is hoped that in a few
years they will be able to put up a
new school building. This district
also furnished a good summer school

for the people on the Muddy three
years ago.

Eckert maintains an excellent high
school and grade school. Both are so
good because of the untiring efforts
of a faithful school board and to the
efforts of the Rev. J. J. Hunsicker, a
man of unusually fine education and
training, and of vision and ambition*
with splendid training in one of the
best eastern colleges and post grad-

uate work at Columbia Teachers' Col-
lege. Mr. Hunsicker is unexcelled in
the county for leadership in the

schools.
At Paouia C. L. limning is the su-

perintendent. and the Paonia high
school is located in an old orchard
and the school is beautiful in this
setting, and thorough in its work.

yielding 60 bushels per acre, two Twelve head of Percheron horses,
acres of potatoes yielding 100 sacks 25 Jersey cows and 17 Polund-Chiuu
per aero, IS acres of beets yielding hogs eat up much of the above crops,
15 tons per acre, 40 acres of uh'alfu but add materially to the yoarly prof-
yielding three tons per acre, and 23 Its. Over SSOO worth of eggs were
acres of corn yielding 50 bushels per sold from the rnnch last year,
acre.

FAIRVIEW SCHOOL. NEAR AUSTIN

MRS. GRACE CUMMINGS

LINCOLN GRADE SCHOOL AT DELTA.

COMMUNITY CHURCH AT ECKERT

PRETTY RANCH HOME OF M. *N. HALLOCK—GUNNISON VALLEY

.
'

THE HOME OK "’HE DELTA FLORAL COMPANY
The Delta Floral Company was organized thirteen'years ago by George I* Welden and Mae K.

Richardson. In 1911 It. 8. Herrick Joined the company and In 1913 Mae K. Richardson retired. The
business was then conducted by Mr. Welden and Mr. Herrick. B. A Ridley was buslnes manager
under this arrangement and the business flourished

The Ist of February, 1919. Mr. Ridley resigned and Krwln IV Marsh of Troy. New York, took
over the management, and on the Gth of September the same year Mr. Marsh purchased the business
and property and also the beautiful residence adjoining. Since Mr. Marsh lias taken over the busi-
ness and injected a little eastern “pep” It has gone ahead by leaps and bounds until today It stands
second to none on the Western Slope.

Here will he found the most complete assortment of flowering plants, ferns, palms and cut flow-
ers that can be found in any city of twice the size of Delta In Colorado. The Delta Floral Company
guarantees satisfaction to all its customers, knowing a satisfied customer is the best advertisement
any business can have.

Our motto: “No orderpany is a member of the Florists’ Telegraph Delivery Association and
The Delta Floral Comrough over two thousand florists in ail parts of the I'nited States and

guarurftftes to Its patrons tilers on only a few hours' notice. All you have to do Is to let us know
Canada perfectly fresh flowyou wish it to go and the F. T I). does the rest.

what you deßire and where ho small nor any so great but that it will receive our most careful niton
. tion.”

BKI.I. PHONE, mo w THE DELTA FLORAL COMPANY coop phone <; a
ERWIN P. MARSH, Prop.

“Say It With Flowara"
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