
Mrs. T. C. Blackburn and baby Bob-
bie were departing passengers yes-

terday morning for their borne at
Cbarleston, South Carolina. They

will be met at Knoxville, Tennessee,

by Mr. Blackburn and proceed borne
by auto.

Miss Mary Bertrand came up from
Fruita Tuesday and is spending the
week with friends. Miss Bertrand
spent several months at her home in
Minneapolis after leaving Delta, but
say 8 the call of the Rockies was too
strong and she had to return.

COLORADO NEWS NOTES.

Indications are that the tourist sea-

son will be prolonged this year In the
Rocky Mountain region. In Denver,

for example, 10,100 autos, containing

30,807 persons and representing vir-
tually every state, had been registered
early in September. The 1920 totals
were 7.000 «ars and 29,024 persons.
Rocky Mountain National Park offi-
cials reported a registration of 36,350

cars and 137,803 persons on Sept. 1.
If the cars registered so far this sea-
son at Overland park were placed end
t<> end, allowing fifteen feet for the
space occupied by each ear. they would
muk»* : i unhrok*>n string thirty miles

in length, t’urs* that were registered
at ti e Estes entrance to Rocky Moun-
tain park, if similarly placed, wqjild
form a line of more than 100 miles.

A grievance of long standing is said
to have been the cause of the shooting

at Trinidad of Roy Stowe, exalted
ruler of the Trinidad lodge of Elks, by

Walter Ifall of Pueblo, who is in jail.
Stowe was shot Jhrough the abdomen
during a quarrel following a party at

a roadhouse at which Stowe, Hull and
three women were present. The shoot-
ing took place on the highway east of
tlie city when Hall, it is said, renewed
an altercation with Stowe, who was

(driving the car, and shot him.
The Rev. Sumner T. Morgan, 6G

years old, until last April pastor of the
liOveland Christian church, was
drowned In Mangum. Okla. Word was

received by his son, Wendell Morgan,

who immediately departed for Man-
gum. Miss Lois Morgan, a daughter,

resides at Loveland. The Rev. Mr.
Morgan was prominent in church and
welfare circles while pastor at Love-

land and well known throughout tlie
state.

Irrigation season is closing around
Ixvveland. with more water stored in

the reservoirs and lakes than ever

known in this section. Practically all
the Irrigation systems have ceased
running water for t lie season, and
many are preparing to make improve-

ments in their ditches and reservoirs.
Another late run for fruit trees will
be made some time in October.

More than 10,000 attended the fair
at Hotchkiss, many of the nearby

towns declaring holidays to give busi-
ness men and others the opportunity
to view the exhibits and see the races.
The fair just closed lias been the most

successful ever held. A special fea-

ture has been the community exhibits
from seven little neighborhoods on the
higher mesas.

United States Senator Lawrence C.
Phipps will be absent from Congress
during tlie first three weeks of the
romiug session, it lias been announced.
Senator Phipps acted on the advice oi
ids physicians in notifying Senator
Curtis, Republican senatorial whip,

that due to his recent operation for
appendo ills he 'Fill he unable to at
tend the session opouing.

Dick \Vrot her. 5-year-old son of Mr.
mid Mrs. J. II \Yrather of Dallas,
Texas, was struck by an automobile
lust after the family had arrived at

Colorado Springs on the return from
Yellowstone park. The child ran out
from the \Vrat her car into the street
and was run down, receiving injuries
from which he tiled without regaining

consciousness.
All evidence of n walkout In tht*

Colorado Fuel & Iron Company mines
of southern Colorado disappeared
when workmen who have been laying
off or Joining Ina so-called protest strike
against the reduction of wages, effec
live Sept. 1, returned to work undet
the ruling of the State Industrial Com-
mission. which restored the wage scale
in effect prior to Sept. 1.

A verdict, giving damages of $450 to
Charles Jones for the Injury to his
eyesight as tlie result of the explosion

of a battery while he was working on
it in the shop of I. Rae Cowden, was
returned in the District Court at Fort
Collins after the Jury had considered
the case for twenty-two hours. Jones
asked damages from Cowden of $5,000

Optimism was the dominant note in
the nineteenth annual convention in
Denver of the Colorado Bankers' Asso
elation. It was the basis of the vari-
ous oildresses, and It was the tone, of
the 250 individuals attending the con
ventlon. Out of the recent gloom of
the street corner conversations came
this optimism, and so fur ns (he bank
er Is concerned, times not only are
showing better, but the outlook Is real
ly bright.

A fine for pedestrians who permit
themselves to he struck by automobiles
Is a solution of the truffle problem in
Colorado Springs. Two-thirds of the
auto accidents that occur on the streets
are the fault of tin* pedestrians them- !
selves who wilfullydisregard the traf ;
fie rules in Jay-wall ing, cutting across j
the corners and not observing the aig
mils of the traffic policeman, the on
glneers say.

During the month of August 15,508
automobiles entered the Rocky Moun
hihi National Park, according to fig-
ures Just compiled from the re|*>rt of
the National Park checking stations.
These autos carried 50.893 passengers.
The total for the season to Sept. 1 is
30,350 machines and 137,893 persons.

The 1.41 Plata County Fair Jubilee !
closed with a masked carnival and con-
fetti buttle on the downtown streets of
Durango. The attendance during the
four days was satisfactory and, nr-
•ordlng to the directors, the programs
iffered each day were highly enter-
taining to the visitors.

Members of the Denver Press Cluls
with their families and friends, al
tended a barbecue ami basket picnic
• t Rucker's ranch recently at the In-
vitation of former Congressman A. W.
Rucker, who extended to the press
men the freedom of his ranch.

HUTCHINSON TAX MATTER
GIVEN WRONG INTERPRETATION

Some very mistaken comments have
recently appeared in several of the
Western Slope papers in regard to
the case of James F. Hutchinson vs.
M. D. Herrick, as county treasurer of
Guunison county and the sheriff and
county assessor of Gunnison county,
to restrain the collection of certain
taxes attempted to be imposed by the 1
taxing officials of Gunnison county.

The facts of this case are that Mr.
Hutchinson owns a herd of cattle that
has been assessed in Delta county
each year and then assessed for a
second time in Gunnison county for
these same years, thus making double
taxation on the same property. The
situation is one that not alone con-

cerns Mr. Hutchinson but a large

number of owners of cattle and sheep
that happen to range in two counties
during the same season.

By the laws of this state personal
property is required to be assessed
in the county in which it may be
situated on April 1 of each year.
With respect to livestock on the
range, however, an attempt was made
in 1902 by our State Legislature to
provide for the taxation of cattle,
sheep or horses that range or are
kept part of the year in one county
and part of the year in another coun-
ty, in each county where such cattle
might be during any time of the year,

and that said cattle might be as-
sessed as of any date between Jan-
uary 1 and December 31. In the year

1911 an amendment to this act was
passed by the Legislature, chapter
191, which provided that cattle, sheep
or horses that range or are kept or
herded in one county a part of the
year and in another county the re-
maining part of the year, shall be
assessed and taxed in either of said
counties, and such taxes shall be di-
vided between said counties in pro-
portion to that part of the year the
stock remained in each county, and
that the assessors of such counties
might meet and agree upon the di-
vision of the assessment of such stock
based as near as may be upon the
average time such stock shall range

in either of such counties.
In the year 1915. in the case of The

I Carbon County Sheep and Cattle Com-
j pany vs. The County Commissioners
,of Routt County, 60 Colo.. 224, the

supreme court held that the act of
1902 was unconstitutional in view of
its discriminatory character. By its
terms no other character of personal

property that is part of the year in
one county and part of the year in
another county is subject to taxation
in two counties, and by the terms of
the statute not even all kinds of live-
stock are subject to taxation in two
or more counties. The man who owns
horses, cattle or sheep is subject to

double taxation, or what in practical

eirect amounts to double taxation. On

the contrary, the owner of mules,
goats, burros and hogs can move
them from one county to another
without being subjected to a double
taxation.

The statute as it stands further
provides that if cattle shall be
brought in to the state between April

1 and September 1 of each year, it

shall be subject to taxation for the
year in which it is brought in to the
state, but all stock brought in be-
tween the said dates which is kept

c ontinuously in said county to which
it is taken for more than one year,

shall be exempt from taxation for the
calendar year in which it is so
brought in to the state, thus making

a discrimination in favor of stock
' shipped in to the state after April 1

as against stock that is in the state

on April 1. If a man keeps his cattle
in a pasture in one county a part of
the year and in a pasture in another
county the remainder of the year,

they are not subject to taxation in

both counties, but only in the county

in which they may be on April 1. If
dairy stock is sold and moved from

one county to another county of the
state and is not turned on the range

it cannot be assessed save in the
c ounty in which it may be on April 1.
All of the defects that were present

in the 1902 statute, which our court
declared unconstitutional, have Seen
repeated in the 1911 amendment with
much more glaring instances of in-

justice added.
One might ask why this mix-up on

the part of our Legislature occurred.
It will be remembered that some six

or seven years ago our supreme court

was badly behind in its work and
cases were pending four or five years
before a decision was reached by the

i supreme court. When the Legisla-
! titre in 1911 amended the 1902 statute
! it was unaware that a case was then
| pending before the supreme court in
which the constitutionality of the
statute was attacked, and hence it
was not until September. 1915, that
it was known that the act attempted
to be amended was in reality un-

constitutional. *ln ignorance of its
unconstitutionality, the Legislature of
1911 amended the 1902 statute by re-
iterating it word for word with addi-
tional provisions which provided that
if the taxes of cattle, horses and sheep

jwere collected by one county treas-
urer, he must without order or war-
rant from the board of county com-

missioners divido tlie said taxes with
the other county, and that the county

assessors of the two counties must
agree on a division of the assessment.
These added provisions of the law
are fully as violative of our constitu-
tional provisions in regard to uni-
formity of assessment.

The practical injustice of the situa-
tion appears in this manner. It can

be known on April 1 just what num-

her of cattle a man has for they will

be in feed lots at such times, and can
be counted. After they get ».n the
range the owner of livestock is apt

to be taxed on the number of ‘live-
stock covered by his permit, and as
a usual thing owners of livestock like
to hold as large a permit as they can

in order to fill it in as they are able
to purchase or acquire stock. Again,

the county assessors are required to
agree as to how many cattle were in
each county, and upon the number of
counties. Each county assessor tries
to obtain all that he can. Again,

when the taxes are paid to the county

treasurer of one county, if paid for
the year in full, they must be divided.
The levies in the different counties
and in teh various school districts,
towns, cities, counties and other tax-
ing districts, are all greatly different.
If the cattle man pays in the county

and school district having the lowest
levies, an injustice is done to the
county where the stock may be April

1. having larger levies. If, as is
sometimes the case, the county as-
ssesor in each county assesses upon

the full number of cattle for the en-
tire year, the owner of cattle, horses
and sheep, may be forced by distraint
warrants to pay taxes in full in - both
counties. No other class of personal
property is attempted to be assessed
and taxed in such a manner and un-

less this statute is junked it would
seem that a gross injustice would be
inflicted upon the owners of cattle,
horses and sheep by having to fight
out with two county treasurers and
two assessors matters that should

1only come up with the county asses-

sor who is able to count the livestock
in the feed pens on April 1.

The livestock industry in this coun-
try is already staggering from causes
unnecessary to explain and to add
this burden of double assessment is
to do more to discourage the live-
stock industry. We are already con-
fronting a condition where a sufficient
market for the hay raised by the
farmer does not exist with a proba-
bility that hay will be sold from $3 to
$4 a ton unless the winter should
chance to be a severe one. Even at
such a price with a normal winter,
there will be as large quantities of
hay carried over to the fall of 1922
as were carried over from the crop of
1920. We must not permit an in-
justice to be done to the cattle man
that would drive him out of business.

Again. Delta. Montrose and Mesa
counties are all losing from.three to
four thousand dollars a year in cash
by having to divide the taxes on prop-
erty that is in each of these counties
on April 1 and properly subject to
assessment but which by division of

the assessed valuation with the moun-

tain counties or by the treasurers of
Delta. Montrose and Mesa counties
having to remit the taxes after they

have collected them, deprives each of
these counties of from three to four

• thousand dollars per year, and con-

stitutes a spec ies of tribute which for
: many years the lower counties have
been paying in cash to the mountain

! counties, or have been permitting the
: mountain counties to take from them
jby division of assessed valuations,
and if this three or four thousand dol-
lars per year could be kept by the
valley counties it would result im a
lightening of the tax levies.

Mr. Hutchinson stands for such a

construction of the law as would re-
quire all personal property to be as-
sessed where it is situated on April 1
of each year. In that way the live-
stock owner who has his livestock on
his own farm April 1 will pay all his
taxes to his home county and will not
have to pay to an adjoining county

where his stock may range or drift
for a part of the year. As a matter
of fact, when these cattle graze in the
adjoining mountain counties the For-
est Service collects the pasturage fee
and no grass nor forage belonging to
any of the mountain counties is con-
sumed. but feed that has been paid
for to the Ignited States, so no in-
justice is done to the mountain coun-
ties.

It is probable that a speedy opinion

will be rendered in this case by the
supreme court of our state and when
this is done the law will be deter-
mined so as to guide livestock own-
ers as well as the taxing and collect-
ing officials in the performance of
their duties.

<t>

The W. C. T. U. Mothers’ Meeting

will be held next Friday, September
30. at the home of Mrs. H. V. Day.

524 Columbia, beginning at 2:30. The
subject for discussion will be “Child
Welfare.” Mrs. H. E. Stockham lead-
er. There will also be election of
officers. All members are urged to
be present.

<3>
Methodist.

9:45 a. m. Sunday School: 11 a. m.

Sermon: 7 p. in. Epworth League:

S p. m. Sermon. A hearty welcome
to all who wish to worship with us.

To Stockholders!
I should like to have any holders

of stock In the Sayre Oil and Gas com-
pany communicate with me. —John
Peterson. Depot Store. 39c

Onion Seed.
Yellow Denver and Globe onion

seed for sale. Germination and purity
of every pound guaranteed. Clarence
A. Smith. 38tfo

Pathe Phonographs
Conceived in Paris decades afro and perfected as

time went on. Pathe music lias loiiff enjoyed the approval
of our musically fastidious allies.

PATHE—the one phonograph that has every good
point that you always reckoned a real phonograph
should have and supreme in every point.

The PATHE system of tone reproduction is scien-
tifically correct. Construction of reproducer and tone
arm and tone chamber, all mathematically right. In addi-
tion to all the good features of ordinary phonographs
the PATHE has many exclusive features including the
famous SAPPHIRE ball instead of a sharp needle.

This SAPPHIRE BALLnever wears out and cannot
scratch the record.

UWInJI
In strength and simplicity this William and Mary

design is exactly typical of the period of which it is
designed. It combines grace, dignity and harmony of
proportions. Finished in American walnut, with all
exposed metal trimmings of antique brass. Plays all
mukes of disc records.

THE GEORGE SEABOURN
MERCANTILE CO.

DELTA, COLORADO •

1 r I W

Y\ , T \Jr W

PICNIC SUPPLIES MUST BE FRESH AND
SEASONABLE TO BE APPRECIATED

ON YOUR OUTING

We make a specialty of picnic eatables
all the good substantial standbys and

the greatest abundance of dainties that
you’ll find in town.

BRING US YOLK ORDER—-
WE’LLFILL IT MOST TEMPTINGLY.

Delta Cash Grocery
Alden Frost, Proprietor

The Weekly Wash
Is not smudged if you heat your

home and cook your meals with

STATES COAL

Will this save your Wife’s temper?

STATES COAL COMPANY
Ccdarodge, Colorado

WM. ARTIBEE, Agent
First and Grand Streets

Co-Op 135-B Colo. 240-W
Delta, Colorado
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The Monarch of them All
You are invited to come in and inspect tlie latest

model Monarch Ranges.
They embody many newly developed, practical and

exclusive features. They burn less coal, draw well un-
der almost any condition, and do not fill up with soot
like most of them. They bake well and last a life time.
Prices have been greatly reduced.

TRUCKS
International Speed Wagons and Trucks at new re-

duced prices. Also two 2-ton Model Cl International
used trucks; one Studebaker 1-ton truck, and one 90-T
Five Passenger Overland Touring Car, at prices that
will surprise yon. .

TRACTORS
The S-16 International Four-Cylinder is doing won-

derful work and we are anxious for you to see it at
work. We also have one Cleveland and two Moline
Universal used Tractors at Bargain Prices.

Stockham Hdwe Co.
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