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MELLON IS RIGHT
It is to be expected that Secretary
Mellon’s plans for a further tax revision will come under the Are of the
partisan
and demagogic sniper.
He
•will be charged with championing tax
relief for the multi-millionaires only,
pis assault on the top-lofty and highly
futile surtaxes on great incomes is
bound to bring the sneering reminder
that since Mellon himself is a very
rich man, it is natural that he should
be “class-conscious.”
proposal
The secretary’s
to slash
further the surtaxes on incomes from
a
per
bring
60 to 25
cent will
howl of
protest.
Not much attention will be
given by the howlers to the solid facts
that bear out the secretary's contention that rational tax methods ought
to be adopted that will not only produce more revenue in the end but will
encourage
movable capital to move
toward productive enterprises where
it is needed to quicken the blood in
our financial and industrial arteries
and give work to men who need it.
It is the habit and accustomed way
ol politics in this country to ignore
the hard fact that we do not like. It
is that way with the rock-ribbed facts
that Secretary Mellon has put in the
hands of Congress.
The troublesome
part about it is that Secretary Mellon
unshakably
right.
is right, solidly and
—Philadelphia Ledger.

FRIENDLY TO THE CONSTITUTION
The United States Supreme Court is
itself friendly to the Constitution. The court recently expressed
clear and sensible views on how far
pickets could go in a labor strike,
pointing out that there is some difference between one picket and an entire
picket fence. Now, with Chief Justice
Taft again writing the opinion, the
court declares that legislatures cannot
stop injunctions against
the wrong,
the unconstitutional, type of picketing.
It is refreshing to the soul to hear
such words as these, when there is
authority to back them:
“The Constitution was intended to prevent experimentation
with the fundamental
rights of the individual.” The country
certainly seems to be getting back to
the Constitution, and there could be
no better guide to American conduct
than the original charter of American
government.—Troy Times.
showing

Under the aggressive leadership of
Senator Smoot, the Republicans have
made an enormous reduction in the
number of magazines published by the
government.
This will mean not only
a saving in printing bills, but a saving
in salaries of persons who prepared
the articles and edited the magazines,
stenographers
who did the clerical
work, clerks who kept up the mailing
lists and addressed the magazines, and
supervisors who employed all these
people, kept their time and paid their
salaries.
For every magazine discontinued, there can probably be an ultimate reduction of 15 to 20 in the government payroll—perhaps more.
A critic of the Republican Congress
taxes
were not
complains because
more extensively reduced. But a large
proportion of the taxes are absolutely
necessary
in order to pay obligations
incurred or expenses made necessary
by the eight years of Democratic rule.
What would our friend have us do
repudiate debts or pay them? As it is,
taxes have been cut over $800,000,000.

—

MRS. WILLIAM PREWITT
ANSWERS FINAL SUMMONS

The swift winged messenger visited
the home of William Prewitt Wednesday morning, January 11, and called to
eternal rest the beloved wife and
She
mother, Mary Frances Prewitt.
just returned
had
from a three
daughter
months' visit with her
in
lowa, and took sick of pneumonia on
Tuesday
after Christmas, her death
coming two weeks later.
Mary Frances
Kernohan was born
in Logan county, Illinois, October 8,
1875, and was 46 years, 3 months and
4 days of age when called away.
The most of her girlhood was spent
Four years ago she and
In Kansas.
her husband moved to Delta, locating
on a ranch in Peach Valley, where
they fitted themselves
in with the
social and business life of the com
munity.
Mrs. Prewitt was a kind and
loving wife and mother, and a friend
to all in need.
There is left to mourn her loss her
husband,
two daughters, Mrs. Frank
Sampson
of Delta and Mrs. Hallie
Bverette of Ames, Iowa; her father,
three sisters and two brothers, besides many friends who have grown
to love her.
Short services were held at the
mortuary yesterday
morning,
conducted by Rev. R. E. Sherman of
the Presbyterian church, and the remains were taken to Valley Center,
Kansas, where services will be held.
Interment at Sedgwick, Kansas.
She was a member of the Christian
Remley

church and of the order of Eastern
Star at Valley Center, Kansas.
Mr. Prewitt accompanied the body.

Poultry

Returns Home.
Mrs. C. A. Fowler, who was operated at the Delta hospital three weeks
ago,
is able to go home, and was reThe program rendered in the assembly
room of the Junior High moved from the hospital Wednesday.
School on Friday afternoon preceding Relative Is Ill.
the Christmas vacation was something
Methodist Episcopal
Mrs. J. S. Lunn was called to Crawof an innovation on the usual regulaSunday school, 9:45 a. m.
ford Wednesday
on account
of the
Preaching, 11 a. m. Dr. E. N. Edgertion program given by pupils, in as serious illness of her sister-in-law,
ton will deliver the sermon and hold much as it was furnished by the speWood,
suffering
Mrs. Wm.
who is
from
quarterly conference.
cial teachers and Junior High faculty pneumonia.
Epworth League, 6:30 p. m. Second and Superintendent Foster.
chapter of John Wesley Jr.
At 2:15 p. m. the Junto* High stu- To Denver for Treatment.
in the study
Sermon, 7:30 p. m., by the pastor.
dents were assembled
H. E. Perkins, accompanied by J. E.
Monday at 1:30 p. m. the District hall by the regular signal of three Hillman, left Tuesday
for Denver,
shortly
tap
a
Group Conference
begins
with Dr. bells and
after
at the where they expected to consult with
proclaimed
specialist
visitors.
Deck
a
Edgerton in charge, and Drs. Loveregarding
door
Mr.
Mr. Perkins’
land, Musser and Hollenback and Mrs. opened the door and in walked the eyes.
Cady leading.
Public invited to all entertainers, hatted and cloaked, some
meetings.
Sessions Monday afternoon of them carrying traveling bags, as if Leave for Coast.
coming directly from the train.
Heaving last Thursday for Whittier,
and evening and Tuesday morning.
Lining up in front of the rostrum, California, were
The revival is beginning in hearts
Ambrose Martin and
by
(?) was
very
extensively
traveler
introduced
homes,
but
each
and
not
family, former Cedaredge
residents.
one the They expect to
in the public service of worship. Come Mr. Deck, who gave each
locate somewhere in
out and help.
name of some celebrity of the musical the coast states.
F. W. PIMLOTT.
For example,
Mr.
or literary w'orld.
Foster was introduced as Hon. John Will Give Entertainment.
Baptist
P. D. John, the humorist and funny
The Pea Green band will give a conSunday school, 9:45 a. m.
man, a Kansan by birth, a Missourian
finishing with an
cert and program,
Preaching 11 a. m. and 7:30 p. m
by choice, an Oklahomian
by profesold-fashioned pie supper, Friday, JanYoung People's meeting 6:30 p. m.
a
by
Coloradian
fate. Each uary 20, at the Pea Green schoolhouse
sion, and
Special music
by the choir in the
introduction was greeted
with ap- on California Mesa. Everybody is inevening service.
plause by the pupils.
vited and a good time is promised.
ALFRED B. PARRY.
After the introduction the celebrities (?) seated themselves until called Relative Dies in Denver.
Presbyterian
upon to take part in the program,
Mrs. Gust F. Carlson and her brothSunday school, 9:45 a. m.
which consisted of instrumental duets er, Gus Anderson, received a telegram
by Mrs. Brenton and
Communion service, 11 a. m.
Miss Burgin. Monday announcing the death of their
Senior and Junior Endeavor, 6:30 solos by Mrs. Pittser, accompanied by brother-in-law in Denver, death comp. m.
Miss Helen Hillman; duets by Misses ing suddenly after a relapse from
Evening service, 7:30 o’clock.
Nelson and Matthews, accompanied by pneumonia.
Mr. Anderson
left on
Tuesday, 7:30 p. m., Westminster
Mrs. Pittser on the piano and Mrs. Monday’s train to be with his sister.
by
mandolin;
quartets
Guild.
on
the
White
Wednesday, mid-week service, 7:30 Misses
Nelson and Matthews
and Going to Show.
p. m.
Messrs. Deck and Ratekin, accomMany will avail themselves
of the
Thursday,
p.
m.,
panied
by
readings
by
7
the Scouts and
Mrs. Pittser;
opportunity to visit Denver this comAgnew
Horton,
practice.
Houston,
choir
Misses
and
ing week, taking advantage
reof
the
by Superintendent
The W. C. T. U. have asked the and an address
duced rates which will be put on topastor
on “Law Enforceto speak
Foster.
January
morrow,
14, and continue to
ment,” which he will do at the evenThe sentiment of the program was and including the 17th, good for reing service Sunday, January
15.
in keeping with the Christmas spirit, turn until the 25th. The round trip is
and the appreciation of the audience $24.75.
was shown in the hearty applause.
-Seventh Day Adventist
At the close of the program Mr. New Law Firm.
Corner Eighth and Meeker streets.
Deck dismissed the pupils with hearty
Major John R. Charlesworth
and
Services Sabbath (Saturday).
good wishes for their pleasant ChristHarry W. Gueno have formed a law
Sabbath school, 10 a. m.
mas vacation and invited the teachers
partnership
Church services, 11 a. m.
under the firm name of
of the J. H. S. and special teachers,
Missionary meetin, 3 p. m.
Charlesworth & Gueno.
Mr. CharlesMr. Ratekin, Mrs. Pittser and Mrs. worth is one of Delta’s leading attorPrayer meeting, Wednesday night.
down
to
the
domestic
science
White,
neys
Sunday
night.
partner,
His
Bible study,
Mr. Gueno, came
presented to Mr. Fosto Delta last year and has made many
Elder Chollar will hold a series of rooms, where he
meetings beginning Sunday, January ter in behalf of the J. H. S. teachers friends.
There will be preaching each in a few suitable words a beautiful
15.
evening
during the week
at
7:3d gold watch chain; and to each of the Stock Company Next Week.
J. H. S. faculty and special teachers
o’clock. All are invited.
The Arington Stock Company, well
a box of chocolates.
years, will
known troop for several
appear
in Delta at the Colonial next
Christian Science Society
Friday evening, January 20, in a splenHIGH SCHOOL BANK WILL
Subject for January 15:
“Life.”
BE OPENED NEXT WEEK did comedy-drama, "Montana.” This
Library building, Sixth and Palmer
is not a moving picture.
The Aringstreets.
Every up-to-date town or city in our ton company is the oldest stock coma.
m.
Services at 11
pany playing in the west.
Vaudeville
evening service at 8 country today has a school bank and
Wednesday
to will be introduced between
acts.
through the
schools
endeavors
o’clock.
teach the children the thrift of saving
Sunday school at 9:45 each Sunday.
Resigns.
money.
School children save in small Crawford
Carl L. Crawford, who a year and a
amounts, to be sure, but it is a great
Nazarene
for
our future citizens to learn half ago succeeded
Mlbs Julia Prouty
lesson
Sunday school, 10 a. m.
that great things have small begin- as recreational secretary of the Red
Morning worship, 11 o’clock.
nings.
A few dollars, or a few hun- Cross at Delta, has tendered his resigYoung People’s meeting, 7 p. m.
already in a savings bank
effective
nation as such secretary,
dred
dollars
Evening worship, 7:45 o’clock.
drawing compound interest is quite an January 15. Mr. Crawford has not anmeeting
Thursday
Prayer
at 7:45 incentive to a young man or a young nounced his plans.
He is popular
p. m.
woman when he begins to earn his with a large circle of friends who will
A cordial welcome extended to all. own money to add to it and see it regret his giving up the work. Dr.
.W. T. MASON, Pastor.
Armstrong
grow.
has been appointed temThe Delta schools are not behind porarily to succeed Mr. Crawford.
Church of God
the times while other communities are
To Attend Clinic.
moving forward, for the Delta chilCorner Second and Dodge.
Dr. A. F. Erich intends to further
Sunday school 10 a. m.
dren are to have the same opportunity
perfect himself as a surgeon and yesPreaching 11 a. m. and 7:30 p. m.
for saving nickels and dimes and seeterday
grow
left for a six weeks’ schooling
to dollars.
In other
Midweek Devotional Thursday at ing them
words, the Delta
Junior High and at Mayo Brothers' famous hospital at
7:30 p. m.
Minnesota,
and later at
A cordial invitation is extended to Senior High will open savings ac- Rochester,
points.
He will
counts with the pupils. Deposits will Chicago and other
all to attend all these services.
surgical
clinics at these
The Church of God will begin their be taken as low as five cents in the attend the
places
gain
some
useful
High
and doubtless
and ten cents in the
annual revival Sunday, January 15, Junior
When the pupil’s information. He was accompanied by
at 7:30 p. m. at the Christian church, Senior High school.
corner Eaton avenue
one dollar or two his wife, who will probably remain in
and
Seventh account reaches
This building has been se- dollars it will be transfererd to a Denver, the two returning to Delta
street.
cured to have more room. Rev. T. E. downtown bank, and will begin to about March 1.
The draw compound interest.
Howard will be the evangelist.
subject
of his first sermon Sunday
The parents are urged to co-operate She Found the Beads.
Mrs. Millard Fairlamb lost some
Mysevening will be “Redemption’s
with the schools in encouraging the
Come and hear boys and girls to have a savings ac- beads which were valuable chiefly as
teries Illuminated.”
keepsake,
and inserted a little 20c
him, and bring your friends.
count. And to keep adding to it. This a
That evening
F. W. HOPKINS, Pastor.
will be In charge of the Commercial ad in the Independent.
were
returned, through the
the
beads
High
School,
and
Department of the
of the Mathematics Department of the agency of the little want ad. We can
Latter Day Saints
not guarantee to find everything you
High.
The announcements of the meetings Junior
lose,
for it Is up to the finder, but
of the conference are as follows:
certain it is that with our largo cirSpringers.
Visiting
Friday evening,
January
13, at 8
culation the finder of valuables alMr. and Mrs. W. D. Ewing and ways has an opportunity to return
o’clock, preaching in the German LuSaturday
evening
daughter
arrived
theran church.
them to the owners if they wish to
from Durango for a month’s visit in play
Saturday, January 14, 8 p. m. womfair.
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Mel Springen’s work.
a brother of Mrs.
Sunday. January 15, Sunday school er. Mr. Ewing is
Drawing.
Fine
Springer.
at 10 a. m.
C. G. Btates, superintendent of the
Preaching
p.
m.
at 11 a. m. and 8
States coal mine, was in Delta TuesBack to Denver.
day on a business trip, and incidentalIn the Community Rooms.
After visiting relatives at Cedaredge
ly brought along some of his pencil
Elders J. D. Curtis, Chester Young
past
two or three weeks, Mr. sketches.
and J. E. Yates, missionaries, will be for the
One in particular is of InMcHugh
left WednesIn attendance.
and Mrs. J. B.
a
reproduction
of "Love’s
terest,
they
Denver,
day
where
are
at
A cordial invitation is extended
to
lor
Weapons.”
Mr. States has worked
present making their home.
all to attend these meetings.
place
ho holds as an
hard to reach the
artist and is to be commended on his
though
picture,
achievement.
The
only about 9 by 12, required
eight
days to execute, and is very neat inone,
with others of Mr.
deed. This
States’ drawings, may be seen in the
The Comptroller of Currency has called for a statement of windows of the Seabourn Mercantile

Show Coming.
The Montrose-Delta county poultry
show will bo held in this city beginning Thursday, January 28, and continuing to and including Saturday,
January 28. Premium lists, rules, etc.,
will be distributed next week. Place
will ,lan be announced next week.

'

HOMESTEADING IN NATIONAL
FORESTS OF COLORADO

When the National Forests were
carved out of the public domain the
operation of the homestead laws withMany homein them was suspended.
steads had been entered and patented
prior to that time and a considerable
number of squatters were occupying
land in the hope that the extension of
the public survey would eventually alloW them to perfect their titles.
It was several years before a realization that agricultural land was included within the forests was expressed in the Forest Homestead Act of
June 11, 1906. This act gave the Secretary
of Agriculture,
who was
charged with the administration
of
open
the forests, authority to
to entry
to
chiefly
lands which were found
be
valuable for agriculture and not absc
lutely necessary
for forest purposes.
Congress
recognized that it would not
enbe practical to allow homestead
to
tries
be made without check, because it had been
found that homesteading
was
not confined to land
which would actually make goofi
farms. It was the purpose of the law
to allow entries which were not vital
of the forest.
to the administration
Occasionally
there are lands of agricultural value which contain the only
available stock water required to use
a large range unit, or they cover the
only areas available for sawmill sites,
banking
grounds,
salting or bunch
grounds, or, very often the agricultural
lands are limited to little pockets in
the mountains too small in area to be
economically farmed.
Under the terms of the Forest
Homestead law the Secretary of Agriculture is allowed to determine what
lands are in fact chiefly valuable for
agriculture and w*hat portions of the
agricultural land, if any, had to be
withheld from entry because of their
necessity for other purposes.
During six years
applications were
received and handled under the Forest
Homestead law’. There was no provision for examining land in large
areas
and the process was one of
piecemeal action on individual applications which sometimes resulted in
examiners having to return time after
time to a given locality, which, under
a different practice might have been
examined in a single trip. To avoid
such expensive duplication of work
Congress passed
the act of August 10.
1912, under which the Secretary or
Agriculture

was

empowered

to

pro-

ceed with the classification of all the
National Forest areas and make available at once all of the lands which
could bo opened to entry under the
Forest Homestead law. The work of
classification has been completed and
the lands which were found to be
suitable for farming have been listed
with the General Land Office and opened to entry.
Aside from the operation of the Forest Homestead
law large areas of
agricultural land have been thrown
through
the readjust
open to entry
Ap
ment of the forest boundaries.
proxiinately 1,830,000 acres In Colorado (about 11 per cent of the original
withdrawals)
have
been eliminated
from the forests.
These lands were
partly
they had
because
eliminated
least value for timber production and
partly because
of their agricultural
values.
The results which have boon obtained on the lands which were opened to
entry Indicate that the policy was liberal and in advance of economic reboundaries
of the
quirements.
National Forests in Colorado have an
perhaps
8,000
average
elevation of
feet, above which the winters aro very
long and severe,
with short growing
seasons and long feeding seasons. The
short growing seasons
meuns that
crops are limited in number and often
yield.
Occasional
seasons
deficient In
are
encountered
in which killing
frosts occur in midsummer, causing
It takes
a relatively
crop failures.
farm
large area to make a successful
conditions,
while the
under
such
arable lands In the mountain valleys
are usually very limited In extont.
Add the hardships incident to severe
remoteness
from trading
winters,
points, and
lack of community advantages, and it is clear that the op-
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promptness
of

portunlty for farming in the mountains is easily overestimated.
If this
were not so. thriving agricultural dislong
ago
w
been
estabtricts ould
have
lished in the vicinity of numerous mining camps
all over the state w’here
ready
markets were provided. The
best test of a thing is whether it
works in the required w’ay. The prac-

r

tical test of the land policy which has
been followed in the National Forests
is whether it has opened to entry the
lands on which farming could be successfully carried on.
From statistics
compiled In 1919 covering every agricultural entry, whether patented or
of
not, within the National Forests
Colorado, It was found that only 17
per cent of the urea patented
under
the Forest Homestead
Act was accrops,
tually producing
and 23 per
were unoccucent of the homesteads
pied. Considering all classes of alienin
forests
of the state,
ated lands
the
680.000 acres were used only for grazing. w’hile only 87.000 ac res were pro-

ducing crops, a ratio of nearly 8 to 1.
figures
These
Indicate that failure
Is the rule on
rather than success
A great many of
forest homesteads.
them have changed hands repeatedly.
Many others were abandoned as farms

and sold for pasture when patent isMany homesteaders
who begin
sued.
their occupancy of the land with high
enthusiasm are depressed by small reencounturns and by the hardships
tered. so that after a few years they
occupations
at
seek other
which a better living may be gained.
In 1919 some 38.000 acres on the
forests of Colorado wore still open to
entry.
A part of this Innd has since
been
entered.
Some of it occurs in
areas too siimll to form practical farm
units and would he useful only in conpatented
adjoining
with
junction
lands. Considered as a whole, it represents the poorest of Iho farm land
in the forests, because
it is the land
have not been
which home-seekers
willing to enter up to the present tlmo.
Any scheme
of wholesale classification is llnble to error and will have to
be changed to meet changing economic
conditions.

Undoubtedly

some errors

will be found in the classification of
the forest lands which will be corrected and will result
in the occasional
opening of one or more tracts.
But
In the face of the showing that only
17 per cent of the land patented under
law is being
the Forest Homestead
farmed and wMth a realization that the
patented land is of a much better type
than w'hat remains, it is clear that the
cannot
forests
contain
much land
which will attract the farmer.
W. C. T. U. Next Week.
The W. C. T. U. will hold Its next
meeting
Friday, Jnnuary 20. at the
home of Mrs. A. C. Remington, 648
The subject for discussion
Palmer.
is "Christian Citizenship and Uw Enforcement.’’ A good program has been
arranged
and ull interested
in the
work are cordially Invited.
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Condition of the Delta County Banks

finances from the various banks, showing the condition at the
clone, of business Saturday, December 31, 1921. From the
following it will be seen that the ten Delta county banks are in
a healthy condition:
Resources
Deposits
$ 596,836.09
$ 772,588.33
First National of Delta
479,502.33
617,401.58
Delta National
43!),294.5$
377,525.45
First National of Paonia
327,104.48
364,403.39
Fruit Exchange, Paonia
191,973.60
288,684.29
First National, Cedaredge
234,431.68
274,681.91
Colorado State
188,154.70
260,697.28
First National, Hotchkiss
167,814.95
187,327.57
North Fork State, Hotchkiss
116,996.80
143,531.35
State Bank, Austin
56,342.33
76,809.66
Crawford State, Crawford
$2,736,682.41

$3,425,419.94

Company.

Horses Starve to Death.
game warden for
Otto Peterson,
Delta county, was in town Monday
head
of
and reported that eleven
horses belonging to parties on the
county
Mesa
side of Grand Mesa had
been found by himself starved and
frozen to death In a coral on the mesa.
He says the owners were notified on
October
15 that the animals were
there and should be taken down at
once, but no attention was paid tb
the injunction. Mr. Peterson heard
that they were still there, and wont
up with the intention of putting them
out of their misery, but it seems that
the kind hand that "notes the sparrow’s fall" had Interceded before him.
Mr. Peterson reports between six and
¦even feet of snow on the mesa.
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