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Governor Sweet Points Out
Two Very Pertinent Facts

By GOVERNOR WILLIAM E. SWEET

IT
gives me pleasure to send New Year's greetings to the people of

Delta County and the Western Slope, and to assure you that I am

deeply interested in all the problems confronting you. We people

here on the Eastern Slope are as proud of Western Slope products

as are the people of your section, and we are as anxious that a good

price should be secured for these products as are the people who raise
them.

Two serious problems confront the farmer of your section to-
day :

First —The matter of securing a fair price for his fruit, and

Second—The matter of transportation.

The solution of these problems is very difficult, but the task must

be undertaken with a purpose and will in order to remedy existing

conditions.
Personally I am of the opinion that co-operative marketing affords

the only way out. and those who are guiding the present national legis-

lation seem to be of the same opinion.

The state can do a great deal to promote better business methods
which will benefit the producer, and it shall be the task of the state

administration to try to bring this about.
The matter of transportation is far more intricate and difficult,

interstate freight rates being involved, as well as state freight rates,

and so long as the railroads do not have sufficient rolling stock to

carry the produce to market the problem is still further complicated.

I wish to assure the farmers of the Western Slope that it is my

determination to go forward with constructive legislation. It must be
borne in mind, however, that no legislation can make the farmer co-

operate. If he will not heartily Join with his fellow farmers in or-

ganizations for the purpose of selling his produce collectively, no

power on earth can make him do so. The state can only furnish the
machinery. The farmer must do the rest.

Whatever benefits the farmers of Delta County will likewise bene-
fit the merchants, bankers, and all other classes of business 1 sin-
cerely hope that the coining year will bring the kind of prosperity to

these groups which comes from co-operation of all classes It is my

wish that the merchants and bankers of Delta County will be back
of the economy program of the Incoming administration—that the
saving mndo by consolidations will show in their own tax receipts.

Their collections will be benelltted ns well by an increased prosperity

to farmer and laborer.
Hoping that the New Year will be far more prosperous for your

section than the yeur now drawing to a close. 1 am
Very truly yours.

WILLIAM E. SWEET.

Governor William E. Sweet

Cowen Says Western Union
Barometer of Delta Business

It in conceded the commercial telegraph business la one of the

beat barometers of general bualneaa conditions. Having this fact In
mind, the Independent Interviewed A. 1). Cowan, general manager or
the mountain division of the Western Union Telegraph Company,

whose headquarters nro nt Denver. “Telegraphically speaking," said

Mr. Cowan, “we are looking back on 1922 with considerable satisfac-

tion because while at the beginning of the year business wns un-
certain It continued to appreciably Improve until the close and will

show a much greater volume than early Indications warranted us In
anticipating. It is a woll known fact that the commercial telegraph

business Is dependent upon all lines of business and the record of

11122 clearly Indicates our Justification for the enthusiastically opti-

mistic view wo hold for business during 1922. Our population has
Increased, our raw materials will be In grentor demand—mining Is
recovering, and our agriculture and fruit growing sections nro facing

a promising year. The company’s offices In Delta County, particu-
larly the City of Delta, contributed towards the good showing and

took their places In the Increase column over the previous year. The

local office hns been entirely renovated, nil equipment and facilities
nro Western Union standnrd, that Is. of the same quality and con-
venience ns provided for tho larger telegraph offices of the system.

A new norlal cnhle wns constructed between tho railroad depot and
city office In addition to tho reconstruction of nil telegraph llnoß be-

tween Delta and Grand Junction and Delta nnd Denvor. Tho re-

building of those lines wns necessary to assure telegraphic communi-

cation from the Western Slope and provide for the proper handling

of Increased business In Delta County."

To the Advertisers, Our Special
Contributors and Subscribers

This is Our 40tli Anniversary Number and 1922 Review
Edition. AVe spent a great deal of time and money to put out

this mammoth edition. We have endeavored to arrange it in
good shape and to use only the best materials —both from a

mechanical and paper nnd ink standpoint.

The work of compiling, arranging and editing such
an edition as this is a voluminous and tiresome one, and had
it not been for the most willing help on the part of our many

subscribers and advertisers, the number could not have been

made a success.

Owing to labor conditions and the high cost of everything
entering into the production, it has been an expensive affair,

but we believe that the “game is really worth the candle.”

The present publishers of the Delta Independent are in-
fants in the newspaper business. Could we benefit by the 40

years experience which mark the existence of this periodical,
we could, no doubt, give our readers a far better product but

covering as it does, five and one-half years, we cannot expect

to do fit justice to the task before us.

On two occasions heretofore we have published a special
edition which have been appreciated by our readers and we be-

lieve that we have benefited greatly by tho experience. Each

time we have been able to see our shortcomings and have
avoided them in this number.

That there are errors, both typographical and as to facts,
wo have no doubt. It would be almost physically impossihje
to publish such an edition as this without such things, but we

are confident that in this 40th Anniversary nnd 1922 Review
Edition we have accomplished something not heretofore
achieved by any country newspaper of the AA estern Slope.
Inspired hv the confidence of our friends who have made
expressions of kindly interest, as well as the wonderful respon-

ses made by Delta County merchants, we have done our level
best to give you the best there is in us.

We have spared no pains or money to secure facts and
photographs—and these cost money. Examine it carefully

and don’t forget to read the advertisements for these mer-

chants are the ones who have made it possible. They are the
progressive men and women; the ones who know that we will
do what we say and are not afraid to take a chance with us.

Samuel Wade, First Representative of Delta County, Secured the Legis-

lative Appropriation. Judge Milton R. Welch was one of the Appraisers of
the Right of Way for this Bridge.

STATE BRIDGE ACROSS THE GUNNISON NEAR AUSTIN

(From the Files of 1883)
DELTA’S PART OF THE DEBT

A general misunderstanding seems
to exist in regard to Delta county's

portion of the Gunnison indebtedness
ns apportioned by the joint board of
commissioners of the two counties. |
It should be remembered that the
legislature has power to create new
counties, and to divide old ones; to J
annex territory to or take it from j
them after it has been created, and to
determine the manner in which exist-1
ing liabilities shall be paid. That
tho legislature hns. In fact, full con-

trol over corporations of nature limit-
ed only by the constitution. The act of
the Genernl Assembly creating Delta
county provides that "the present in
dehtednesa of the county of Gunni-
son shall be apportioned between tho i
county of Gunnison and the county of
Delta, in proportion to the ratio ¦
which the taxable property of that

portion of the county of Gunnison is
now included within the boundaries
of Delta county bears to the taxable
property of the county of Gunnison,
as shown by the assessment rolls of
1882. The taxable property of Delta
county for the year 1882. as shown
by the assessment rolls, was $84,869;

of Gunnison county $2,340,955. The
indebtedness of Gunnison county was

in the neighborhood of $300,000. thus
making Delta county’s portion, to-
gether with accrued interest since the
formation of the county, $11,338.10.
If any think the amount too great
they should call at the office of the
County Clerk, examine the list of
property taxed Inst year nnd satisfy
themselves. The fact that the Commis-
sioners who apportioned tho indebt-
edness are among the largest taxpay-
ers of the county should convince
every candid man that no debt was
assumed that could be avoided.

The Past Year Been One of
Disappointment to Producer

By OLIVER H. SHOUP

IF
we cannot say of the year 1922 that it has been a season of

exceptional prosperity in agricultural districts, we can at least
look with confidence and hope upon the great things which the
future holds in store for Colorado, and particularly for the great

territory known as the Western Slope, by reason of the progressive,
forward-looking program inaugurated during the past year or two.

In common with practically every agricultural district in the
United States, Colorado has suffered this year from a combination of
misfortunes, most of which have been unavoidable and have not been
confined to any particular state or district. The failure of foreign
markets, the lack of transportation facilities adequate to meet the
demands of harvest seasons and in some instances an actual over-
production of farm crops have combined to deprive the farmer of the
profits to which he is justly entitled, but with the rapidly developing
program for an economic control of production and the elimination of
losses due to improper marketing, it is fair to predict that in the years

to come the farmer will find his business based on sounder economic
grounds and comparatively free from the dangerous hazards which
surround it today.

It is almost impossible to exaggerate the possibilities of western

Colorado. Possessed of untold wealth in minerals and agricultural

resources, it needs but the steadying influence of business-like meth-

ods in agriculture and the development of more adequate railroad
facilities to place it among the richest producing districts of the

United States. Its average yields of the crops to which its soil and

climate are best adapted will prove to the satisfaction of the most

incredulous the remarkable value of its lands. Fuel and water power

almost without limit are available to encourage the development of
manufacturing enterprises to deal with the products of farms, ranches

and mines. Great forests and vast areas of splendid pasture promise

an enviable future for the livestock industry when markets have been

established and transportation problems solved.

In 1921, a year of low values for farm products. Delta County-

produced food crops to the value of $3,504,000. and of this total more

than $2,325,000 came from the fruit crops, for which the county and

its neighbors on the Western Slope are world-famous. In average
yield of the principal crops Delta County leads in five instances, in-
cluding wheat, corn, oats, barley and potatoes. Rich, fertile soil and
unexcelled climatic conditions unite to make it a farming paradise

when the hampering influences which surround farming everywhere
today have been eliminated.

Of Delta County’s total area of 768.640 acres, only 53,309 was

cultivated last year—a fraction less than seven per cent of the total
area, yet authentic reports today show that the acreage of irrigable

farm land is considerably more than double the amount irrigated now.
The development of this farm land will follow instantly upon the de-
velopment of better railroad facilities, shortening the distance to mar-

ket, permitting the farmer to take advantage of the highest available
prices and lessening the cost of transportation.

There is ample ground for a feeling of encouragement. Quickened
activity along the lines of the Denver & Rio Grand Western railroad

and the constant investigation? of engineers on behalf of proposed

connections from the north, the west and the southwest justify the
conclusion that the world is awakening to the tremendous opportuni-

ties offered by the great domain which western Colorado comprises.

The construction of the Moffat tunnel will mean much to the middle-
western section of the state, for it will offer a shorter and cheaper

route across the mountain ranges to the centers from which the large

markets in the east are reached.

Selfishness and ignorance may retard the development of a great

area of rich agricultural land and a wealth of mineral and power re-
sources for a time, but they cannot do so forever. Ten years ago

western Colorado was only beginning to attract the attention of the
outside world. Today it is admitted everywhere that in this district

lie the greatest opportunities offered by the west. It has been a

process of education, slow but irresistible. The things that remain to
be done to bring life to the dreams of two decades are vastly less
difficult than the things which have been done. Western Colorado is
coming into its own in the near future, and the new year should be
greeted with unbounded hope and confidence.

Oliver H. Shoup


