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LOCAL ITEMS

J. B. Hart, one of the solid ranch-
men of the Surface Creek country, was

in the city last week.

Mr. W. Mathers has purchased the
Breese building and will soon open
up a stock of general merchandise.

Mr. Bryant with a party of engi-

neers has been engaged for some time
past laying out the depot grounds and
fixing the site of the depot buildings.

Grand Junction is enjoying a coal-
oil boom. Oil is said to have been

struck some distance below town, and
now everybody in that burg is talking
wells, stock, the market, etc.

Work has been commenced on the
clearing of the townsite of unsightly

shrubs and brush, and the work will
continue until every one is removed.
It will take about two weeks to finish
the Job.

Reliable reports from Grand Junc-
tion state that there is one case of
small-pox, at least, in that city. Dr.
Deßeque writes that he will be here
Friday to vaccinate all who may re-

quire his services.
These officers hold until the next

general election, when their successors
will be elected. They are every one

good and true men. and The Chief

will give them its heartiest support.

Irrigation ditches are being taken
out of the Uncompahgre and Gunnison
rivers in every direction. Before the
summer is over water will be on all
the mesas surrounding Delta. The
valleys are already well under ditch,

and a large crop will be put in this
season.

Governor Grant paid a visit to Delta
on Washington's birthday and spent

several hours in town in conversation
with our citizens. He expressed him
self as very much pleased with the
city and its future prospects. The
Governor made many friends during

his stay by his pleasing and courteous

manner.
The ice in the Gunnison and Un-

compahgre rivers is fast disappearing,

and the disciples of Isaac Walton are

overhauling their fishing tackle pre-
paratory to war on the finny tribe.
Already a considerable number of fish
are being taken in, mostly salmon.
The season is yet too early for the

special trout to bite.
J. C. Bowles. Justice of the Peace

for this precinct, had the misfortune
to have his collar-bone broken this
week. In an attempt to ritle an un-

broken colt it became wild and at
tempted to Jump a fence, but failed
and fell across It, throwing him
against a fence post. Mr. Bowles had
the bone set, and is on the streets

again.

One of the pressing needs of this
county Is a regular mall route between
Delta and the North Fork country,

taking In Surface Creek on the way.

Other sections of less importance and
with inhabitants have their
daily and weekly mails, so why this
large section of the country Is not
provided for is past finding out. The
attention of our Senator and Repre
sentative is called to this fact.

Col. Van Horn of the Grand Central
Hotel of Denver while in the city vis
Ited the White Sulphur Springs and
pronounced them equal to the White
Sulphur Springs of Delaware. Ohio,

and as valuable and appetizing as the
Hurricane Springs at Tullahoma. Ten-
nessee. The Colonel knows whereof
he speaks, having lived at both Dela-
ware and Tullahoma. He took a sam-

ple of the water with him to Denver.

It is claimed by those living in the
old White River country that there
are at least 100,000 head of cattle
there. This estimate is probably high,

but there are a great many head of
cattle there, without doubt. Delta is

so situated that she should bo the
shipping point for this section of the
state. She is on the old Indian trail
betweon Uncompahgre and White
River agencies, and has a good wagon

road, built by the government before
the Utes were removed to the Unjtah,

the whole way with the exception of a

small distance over Grand Mesa, with
water and grass in abundance, besides
being the nearest railroad point.

Coal mines are being struck at all
central points of the compass. Two
or throe locations have been made on
the Grand Mesa north of town and
some very fine veins have been shown
up. O. T. Standlsh has fine looking

coal about six miles below town, on
the Gunnison, and Henry H. Wales
has opened up a mine some distance
below that of Mr. Standish's, showing

good coal. These locations are on the
line of the railroad. The Immense de-
posits of anthracite and bituminous
coal on the North Fork of the Gunni-
son and its tributaries are being pros-
pected persistently. Time and capital
will make Delta County a second
Pennsylvania.

WILLIAMMATHERS

Dealer In

GROCERIES AND FURNISHING

GOODS
Main St., adjoining the Uncompahgre

House, Delta, Colo.

PERSONAL MENTION

Fred Wright of Pueblo is in the city
to locate.

C. F. Wilson of Smith’s Fork was in
the city this week..

Postmaster Anderson has returned
from the Unaweep mines.

Major Burkhart’s family will return
to Delta some time this month.

B. F. Hughes of Ohio was in the
city last week looking for a location.

Henry Hammond, the Uncompahgre
ranchman, was in the city this week.

J. D. Manderville, representing the
Denver Republican, was in the city

last week.
The family of Mr. Hodgdon will

arrive about the 15th and occupy their
new residence.

Joseph King, mail-rider between
Grand Junction and Pleateau Creek,
was in the city last week.

We received a pleasant call from
Messrs. Phelps, Hall and Patterson of
the new colony from Boulder county

and vicinity.

Delta County is without either an

insurance agent, a sewing machine
agent or a book agent. We warn all
such that this is a very unhealthy

climate to live in.

Delta has not had a death from
naturul causes since her first settle-
ment. two years ago. The cemetery

has been set apart and platted and
contains but a single inhabitant, a

case of drowning.

DELTA DOINGS

The cord wood market is demoral-

ized. Demand nominal.
The ice is all out of the Gunnison

and Uncompahgre rivers.
Travel on the D. & R. G. at this

point Is increasing.

Major Burkhart received a carload
of seed wheat last Monday.

The days are rather too warm fo?
comfort, but the nights are cool and
comfortable.

The city election occurs in April,

and already aspiring candidates are

in the field.
Lumber can now be had in Delta.

M. C. Vandeventer received a large

invoice Monday.

It is time to lay off your flannels
and heavy clothing, and lay in a stock
of summer wear and straw hats.

The town company should take
some steps to erect a town hall. Such
an improvement is badly needed.

The cottonwood buds are bursting

and the willows are showing signs of
vitality. Surely spring is upon us.

Our citizens should take the matter
in hand of improving the site of the
iron springs. Some day they will be
valuable to us.

Wild ducks are plentiful in the Gun-
nison river. Very few of them have
been brought in. as the nimrods are

too busy to hunt them.
We are under obligations to Mr.

Hodgdon. the gentlemanly lightning-

Jerker of the D. & G. R-, for a couple
of bottles of German champagne.

There is a very strong salt spring

about four miles up the Gunnison, the
waters of which. It is believed, would
pay to evaporate.

Mayor Vandeventer is having the
school and courthouse squares plowed,
preparatory to having them sowed to

grass.
Mr. Burkhart last week sold two

thousand bushels of seed wheat to

one ranchman.
From one grain of wheat sown on a

ranch five miles up the Uncompahgre

last spring there was grown 157 stalks.
The stalks were eaten off by mules
before maturing. Henry Hammond
vouches for this, and he counted them.

There was driven through the city

last week two thousund fat sheep.
They are to be slaughtered at this
point and shipped to Grand Junction
and Montrose. From the preparations

for farming now* going on around us.
we will supply these points with gar

den sass also.
Levi Sheid has opened a meat mar-

ket on Main street.

One of the crying needs of this
county is a mail route from Delta to

the Surface Creek and North Fork
countries. There are three largo set-

tlements in these sections, with two
established postoffices, but they have
to depend on prlvnto enterprise to get

their mail from this point. There is
certainly business enough done to en-

title them to mail facilities. The at-

tention of our congressional delega-

tion is called to this fact.
There Is not a better point In all

Colorado for the erection of a good

flouring mill than at Delta. The point

is central. With a largo scope of coun-
try tributary to It, the D. & R. G. run-
ning through the Uncompahgre val-
ley now, and soon to be built up the
Gunnison, with water power beyond
compare, and the ranchmen ready and
anxious to raise wheat, no better point

can be found. Some enterprising
miller has a bonanza awaiting him.

Delta’s white sulphur water Is get-

ting to be in demand. Mr. Burkhart
has had several orders for It from per-
sons passing through on the train. He
contemplates taking a fresh supply to
every train. We are satisfied that
when the merits of the water become
better known there will be a demand
for it.

March 21, 1883.
Grass in the North Fork country is

four and a half inches high.
The county commissioners will meet

for the first time about the first of
April.

Delta County needs a good lawyer

or two. Court will soon open, but as

yet there is no one to practice before
it.

Governor Grant’s appointments don’t
seem to give entire satisfaction in

Mesa County. But it’s Hobson’s
choice.

Best Tomichi hay S2O per ton, oats
3 cents per pound, at the Elkhorn
Livery, Feed and Sale Stables. F. H.

Burkhart, Prop.
A good bricklayer could do w’ell in

Delta. Last week the D. & R. G. tele-
graphed to know if they could have
180,000 brick burned at this point, and
not one of our citizens could take it

William Mathers has opened a full

line of general groceries and gentle-

men’s furnishing goods, such as over-
alls, boots and shoes, hats and caps,

etc., in the building lately occupied by

Robert Breese.
The discovery of rich copper mines

in the Unaweep country promises to

be a bigger thing than at first thought

to be. A crude test in a blacksmith’s
forge has proved that the copper
exists in the ore in abundance This
is a discovery it will pay well to in-
vestigate.

With a perfect climate, perfect soil
and perfect scenery, the future of the
reservation cannot be anything but
bright. With an unlimited amount of
agricultural land and market of easy
access for all that can be raised, we

will soon balance the eastern slope

of the Rockies in wealth and influ-
ence.

We take pleasure in announcing

that the Surveyor-General has let the
contract for surveying the reservation*
and that work will begin as soon as

the parties in charge can reach the
ground, which will be the latter part

of this month. But $30,000 was al-
lowed for the surveys in this part of
the country, and $22,000 of this will
be applied to the counties of Delta
and Mesa.

Morris Pulvermacher. a clothing

merchant, popularly known as "Cheap
John." died at Grand Junction last
Saturday afternoon from the effects of
an overdose of morphin*e taken Friday

morning. He had had considerable
financial trouble and many believe the
dose was taken with suicidal intent.
His friends say it was taken to relieve
pains in the head. He was 40 years
of age and leaves a wife and two chil-
dren in St. Louis. The body was sent

to Denver.
The Hartland ditch, across the Gun-

nison river from Delta, has been fin-
ished and water will be turned in
soon. It is the intention to run the
ditch from its present terminus to the
Roubideau, six miles further down.
As it now is. it will. irrigate about
2.000 acres and when extended will
irrigate over 4,000 acres. The ditch Is
10 feet wide at the bottom and will
carry over 3,000 inches. The farmers
will all put in good crops, some of it
wheat. If there were assurances of a
flouring mill being put up at this point
this year the acreage of wheat would
be largely increased.

A number of people of Ouray have
associated themselves together for the
purpose of locating a townsite and
building a town in the Red Mountain
district, to be known as Ironton. The
town is located on the Red Mountain
creek just above Gray Copper falls,

below’ Copper creek. A portion has
been surveyed and platted and any

person can secure a lot by building

upon it before the first day of April.
The location is a good one. those fa-
miliar w'ith the district describing it
as the best location in the district for
a good town. About seventy-five per-
sons have announced their determina-
tion to build houses and take their
chances in the new town, which bids
fair to rival the other towns of the
district.

A Curiosity
Among the many curiosities found

on the old reservation was one picked
up by Emmet Vandeventer on the Un-
compahgre plateau last spring. It was
a chunk of bullion weighing nearly

twelve pounds, which looked as if it
had been melted and run into a fry
ing pan. On its edge was a hole as

if when cast a cobble stone had been
placed in it before cooling and then
knocked out. When found it had a

short rope through it for convenience
in packing. The piece was brought to

this city and at first pronounced lead,
but on being struck it gave forth a
very clear metallic ring. The curi-
osity was sent to Gunnison city, where
it remains at present. An assay show-
ed it to be worth at the rate of S4OO
per ton. From different pieces of
similar mineral found around the old
campfires of the Utes it is believed
the Indians smelted the mineral from
the ore and used It in making bullets.
It is not known where they obtained
the ore, but from the frequency of the
finds near the Unaweep canon it is
supposed they obtained it from that
neighborhood.

-
- »

It is estimated that last winter fully
3,000 deer were killed within a few
miles of Delta. Rabbits, ducks, geese,
plovers, curlews, grouse, prairie chick-
ens, besides the larger game, such as

elk, deer, and several varieties of
bear, are found in every direction.
Mountain sheep can be found on the
higher mountain ranges. The streams
are full of speckled trout and salmon,

affording fine sport for the manipu-
lator of line and fly.

Society on the North Fork
Paonia, Colorado,

To the Editor of The Chief:
Paonia is located in the valley of

the North Fork of the Gunnison river.
This valley is one of the most fertile :
of all Colorado; its production of last
year, for the amount of land utilized,

has as yet never been excelled.
Samuel Wade, one of the first set-

tlers of the valley, and amongst the
most respected of its citizens, laid out

the town of Paonia, which at no dis- j
tant date in the future promises to be
a village of some renown. Its sur-
roundings for picturesqueness and
beauty of scenery cannot be sur-
passed. and its climate also is of the
most congenial; the mercury does not:

fall so low by 10 degrees as at Delta
or Grand Junction, nor does it become
so warm and sultry here as in most

the valleys of the late reservation in

mid-summer. There is alwavs a cool |
breeze, a morning zephyr, to fan into j
life and animate the rustic maiden ¦
and to greet the energetic farmer as

he goes forth to view his fields of fast ;
growing crops. In all, this is a place

to live and enjoy life.
Last evening Samuel Wade gave a

party to which all the elite of the
valley were invited. Among those
most prominent present were: Mr.
and Mrs. R. O. Wilmot and daughters,
Misses W. C. Wilmot and C. G. Wil-
mot; J. W. Cline and lady, R. A.

Adams and lady, John Freeman and
lady, C. D. Reavis and lady. B. J.
Decker and lady, W. F. Rogers and
lady, Messrs. H. Babin, C. O. Rogers,

W. M. Leap. J. F. Smith, Frank C. j
Cline, E. B. Quackenbush, Albert !
Goodenow, G. W. Duke, F. B. Short, j
James Osborn, C. R. Leap, Samuel
Angevine. A. L. Hart, James H. Short, j
W. A. McDougal, George Wade, W. F.
Duke. W. A. Clark, Wm. Bainbridge,

John F. Peterson, H. E. Roberts, W.
F. Jones. J. C. Mitchell, R. J. Lewis, j

Arthur Wade, L. W. Freeman, G. H. !
Merchant, Charlie Wade, Willie Wade, ;

F. B. Wade. E. G. Wade; Mrs. Bessie
Goodenow. Mrs. E. C. Frady; Misses
Hattie Rogers. Lulu Cline. Hattie M.
Quackenbush, Lavonia Reavis. Frances !
Decker. Clara B. Lane. Mamie Wade. !
Minnie Wade. May Gerkin, Lizzie i
Gerkin. Emily Barrow and Mattie
Barrow.

There were many present whose
names we did not ascertain. Music !
was furnished by Professor Freeman. ;
an excellent musician. He was ac-

companied by guitar and organ. Mrs. [
Cline chief organist, assisted by J. W. ,
Cline. Dancing commenced at an i
early hour and was continued in an I
energetic and genial manner until 12 j
o’clock, when it was announced that
supper was ready. Oysters were

served for over two hours, nearly one

hundred persons partaking, our kind
and genial hostess superintending.
Mrs. Wade is a lady of refinement and
education and all those who met her
warm and cordial greeting felt at

once that they were welcome and
among friends. During intermission
for supper some very fine vocal music
was discoursed by the Wade family,

who are all musicians of talent and
culture. After supper dancing was re-

sumed and continued without inter-

mission until the gray of early dawn
appeared, when the guests began to

prepare to depart for their respective

homes. It was an evening by many to

be remembered as one of the most
pleasant of all their lives. No ani-
mosities seem to exist such as is com-

mon in a new country, but all was
harmony and peace. It was predicted

by some persons and egotists unculti-
vated in Colorado ways that the cow-
boys would attend in mass, and make
it unpleasant in their rude way for
the ladies present, but we are glad to

inform such narrow-minded persons

that the cowboy is part human and
knows enough to treat a lady with
respect and deference when in her
presence. COWBOY.

Delta has been visited by several
spring showers, and the bunch grass

is beginning to grow on the mesas.

With this number The Chief com-

pletes the first month of its existence,

and the public can best judge as to

its merits. We have come to stay and
promise the people of Delta County

as live a journal as circumstances will
permit.

<B>

The time has gone by when it would
pay ranchmen to go from here to

Montrose to do their trading. The
late reduction and equalization of
freight rates on the Denver & Rio
Grande has enabled our merchants to
compete successfully with our sister
city for the trade of the surrounding

country. As an instance of this, a

ranchman from Smith’s Fork last
week came to Delta for two loads of
grain, and after inquiry came to the
conclusion that he could make money

by driving to Montrose, twenty-two

miles distant, and purchasing. On ar-

riving there and learning that grain
was selling at from a quarter to half
a cent higher per pound than in Delta,

he returned here and made his invest-
ment While in Montrose he pur-

chased harrow teeth at 10 cents
apiece, while Mr. Barker of this place
quotes them at 9 cents. It is safe to
bet that he will make no further pil-
grimages to Montrose. Another in-
stance was that of a Red Mountaineer
who, not wishing to return empty-

handed, bought a load of potatoes in
Montrose and brought them to Delta,

but found on arriving that potatoes of
a superior quality w’ere retailing
cheaper than he paid wholesale In
Montrose. He returned to Montrose
with his load.

Tree planting is becoming an epi-
demic among the Deltaites. Last w’eek
a large number were put out around
private residences and even some of

the business houses. Let the work
go on, and in two years time Delta
will rival Denver in the beauty of her
appearance as well as the beauty of
her situation. The Chief suggests that ;

the citizens of Delta take a holiday

and plant trees around her public i
squares—every man in town to put in
one day in the wr ork, and have a regu- !
lar tree planting bee. Besides the
pleasure of the holiday the profit to
property in two years from now will
compensate the labor a hundred fold.
Who will take the lead?

J. C. How’ard makes an offer to any i
one contemplating erecting a flouring :

mill at this place that will be worth
investigating. He offers all the water ;

necessary to run the largest turbine [
whppl free from the Ilartland ditch, ,

and the choice of locations w’here a .

fall can be had of either fifteen, !
twelve or six feet. The site adjoins
Delta, the farthest not over half a

mile from the corporate limits, at the
juncture of the two valleys, and has
all the farming country tributary to

it. Our ranchmen are determined to

have a mill in this part of the country

if encouragement will do it.
Messrs. Bailey and Company did a

land office business last week.

An interesting question is likely to
arise between the counties of Mesa,

Delta and Montrose and the county of
Gunnison as to whether the three new

counties are liable for any part of the
debt of the mother county, as at the
time of the last tax assessment the
three new counties were within the
limits of the Indian reservation. Or
in other words the validity of last
year’s assessment by Gunnison County

on property in the reservation will be
questioned. The law requires the tax

assessment to be made on the first of
May. and the reservation did not cease
until the 28th of July.

Delta is not way ahead of the coun-
try around it, as some of the neighbor-

ing towns are.

MATHERS
CANDY SHOPPE

Candy for particular
people.

Established 23 years

320 Main

Delta’s
Pioneer Merchant

For the past thirty-seven years we
have satisfied our customers in our line
of business. We are the oldest business
house in the city of Delta. Our stock is
fresh, good quality, and always depend-

able. We have built our business on sat-
isfactory treatment of the public.

R. F. WILLIAMS
Groceries, Boots and Shoes

Delta, Colorado

EAT, DRINK
and

BE MERRY
Seems to be the motto of

our patrons—and we do
everything possible to en-
courage it.

There is nothing left to be
desired here—for our ser-

vice embraces good food
served right, a “welcome”
atmosphere which every-

one appreciates—and fin-
ally, a check that is reason-

able.

Everything new and up to

date. You can see through

the kitchen. Tables for
ladies.

Bring your friends to

TERRELL’S
Restaurant

Delta, Colorado
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