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MARCH, 1883
Railroad Wreck

The most disastrous accident that
has ever occurred in the reservation
happened Thursday morning about 5
o’clock. The eastbound overland pas-

senger train on the D. & R. G. went j
through the bridge over the Gunnison
river at the mouth of the Roubideau,

the engine, baggage, mail and smok-
ings cars being precipitated into the
stream. No cause can be attributed
for the accident, unless it was the
high water in the river weakening the |
bridge, which was the first or tempor-
ary one put in, when the road was con ;

structed nine months ago. A new 1
bridge has been under way for some j
time, but has not yet been completed.
The river at that point is confined to

one channel, not having any sloughs

or lagoons on its sides as at most
points, and is probably twelve feet
deep. The engineer, William Duncan,
Fireman Emery, and another fireman
whose name we did not learn, were

lost. No man living saw' the engine

go off the bridge, but it is believed it
ran safely over the weakened spot,
which gave way and went down under
the mail car, throwing the locomotive
off the track and over the bridge. At

that early hour most of the passen-

gers were asleep. One thing is cer-
tain, the engineer evidently saw t!*e
danger and set the air brakes and
whistled, then came the crash. The
engine went off the upper side of the
bridge, and now lies completely sub-
merged, only a slight ripple marking

the spot. Nothing was seen of the |
three men, but they are probably

buried with the engine. The mail car j
was broken to pieces, but the baggage j
car was not much hurt; these two

floated some distance with the stream
before they lodged. The baggage mas-
ter and mail agent saved themselves
by clinging to the wrecked and float-
ing cars until they lodged. The mail
car was knocked all to pieces around
the agent, a few bruises and a good

ducking being the extent of his in-
juries.

The smoking car went partially off
the bridge, one end being in the river

and the other remaining on the track.
Almost the entire top and end were
broken off. A brakeman sitting in the
forward part of this car had a narrow
escape, but got away with a few se-
vere cuts around the head. An elderly
gentleman in the front end of the
smoker was thrown clear out of .the
car and into the river, but catching

hold of an iron rod that had bent out,
he pulled himself in and came out at

the upper end of the car. About a
dozen other persons were in this car,
but succeeded in getting out without
getting wet and with only a few
bruises. Beyond a good fright the
rest of the passengers were uninjured.
A considerable amount of baggage and
express matter was lost, but to what
extent is past finding out. The entire
contents of the mail car was lost. The
sound coach w*ith most of the passen-

gers was pulled back to Grand Junc-
tion; some of the passengers came on

to Delta, where they were entertained
until they could get transportation
east. A large force of men were put

to work and Sunday afternoon the
bridge was so far repaired that trains
were run over it. The gap in the
bridge was nearly one hundred feet
long.

Three lives, one engine, three cars,
100 feet of bridging, a considerable
amount of baggage and express mat-
ter and the entire mail lost, besides
the delay in travel and business of
the road, is the sum of the damages

done.

We have it on the authority of a
person of large experience in the coal
regions of Pennsylvania and other
sections, that the largest vein yet

found in the neighborhood of Grand
Junction will not exceed twelve feet
in thickness, w’hlle the coal fields of

the North Fork and Smith’s Fork of
the Gunnison are beyond all compari-
son, and beat anything he has ever
seen in his long and varied experi-

ence.
<•>

Of all the distorted maps that j
have come under our notice, and we

have seen many of them, the one pub-
lished in the Denver Republican last
Thursday representing the New Jeru-
salem and its tributaries, a small town
up the valley, takes the cake. One
would judge by looking at it that all

the reservation and part of Utah are
among its near surroundings. The
town of Paonia is located somewhere
in the Grand Canon of the Gunnison,
having a wagon road direct to it, In-
stead of being on the North Fork and
the road running within a few miles
of Delta. Ouray is put down as one
of the suburbs, while Placerville, Tel-
luride and San Miguiel are just over
the bluff. The Denver & Rio Grande
makes an air line to this burg, having
lately had all the twists and curves
yanked out of it. A new creek has
been located and built, called Delta
creek, beginning somewhere on the
plateau and ending in the Uncompah-

gre river near Delta. Another creek
called Colorado has been manufac-
tured for the occasion. With a kit of
engraver’s tools and a lively imagina-

tion it is one of the easiest things in

the world to build a mushroom town.

Bridgeport Items

Bridgeport, Colorado,

March 26, 1883.
To the Editor of The Chief:

The weather has , but what’s the
use of telling you that, when every-

one knows this, the Uncompahgre reg-
ion is blessed with beautiful weather
at all seasons of the year.

The ice on the Gunnison river,

which at this point was from 8 to 14

inches in thickness, went out so calm-
ly as not to raise the river an inch. I
have lived beside rivers a number of
years, but this is the first time I ever
witnessed such a sight.

R. E. Eggleston, the trapper, paid us

a visit last week. He is a very pleas-

ant gentleman and we hope to have
him come often. He is meeting with
fair success in trapping; game, how-
ever, is becoming scarce—otter and
beaver.

The work of rebuilding the bridges
here is progressing slowly. A large
number of the men have been sent to
Green river to hurry forward the
bridge over that stream so as to en-

able the railroad company to get the
line connected through at the earliest
possible moment.

The inevitable saloon has made its
appearance here. It was located first
on the outskirts of the “city”—i. e.,
near the section house, but the car-
perters moved down into the camp, 2*6
miles west, and the “saloon” moved
with them. Of course, it is scarcely

necessary to say, some of the men
get “nervous” occasionally and con-

siderable ill-feeling arises. How any

intelligent man, with statistics before
him, can engage in such infernal busi-
ness I am at a loss to imagine. I
am pleased to say, however, that few
saloonkeepers come under it at gen-

eral head.
It is thought by some that when

Mr. Conner, foreman of bridges and
buildings, returns from Green river he
will fire the “saloon.” It would be far
better to rob a man of all he has
than to cloud his brain with vile ligilor
and then take his money. Having

years ago suffered by visiting saloons.*
I know from experience what they are.

Now, Mr. editor, being an old typo

myself. I must say that you get up a

neat, tasty newspaper, and hope you

may make a financial success of your

undertaking, though it’s a risky thing
in such a sparsely settled country as

this. There is no doubt that this reg-

ion in the course of a few years will
contain a large population, and if you

can only “hang on” you will come out
—possibly a millionaire, and conse-
quently a U. S. Senator. Who knows?

A. C. J.
P. S. —Hodgdon says his dog was not

after the rabbit. Where was he?

BAILEY & COMPANY
Real Estate Agents

City Lots and Ranch Property for Sale
Correspondence Solicited

Delta, Colorado
Offer the Following Bargains

No. I—Ranch1—Ranch on the Gunnison river,

160 acres. 2% miles from Delta, all
under ditch and fence, 30 acres fine
cottonwood timber, 10 acres wheat, 15
acres grass, a double log cabin, neces-
sary outbuildings, a well of never fail-
ing water.

No. 2—Ranch on the Uncompahgre
river, four miles from Delta, contain-
ing 160 acres, all under ditch and
fence, a log cabin’, corral and other
outbuildings. This is certainly one of
the finest ranches in the valley and
can be bought cheap.

No. 3 —Ranch on the Gunnison river,

160 acres, 3Vfc miles from Delta, finest
location in the county, all under wa-

ter and fence; water right and ditches
belong to the ranch.

No. 4 —Ranch on the Uncompahgre
river, 160 acres, 4 miles from Delta,

fine location; will sell cheap.
No. s—Ranch5 —Ranch on the Uncompahgre

river, ICO acres. 3% miles from Delta,

fine location, log cabin, under fence
and water; for sale cheap.

No. 6—Ranch on the Gunnison river,

160 acres, adjoining town, under fence
and water, good grass; will sell cheap.

No. 7—Ranch four miles down the
Gunnison river, 160 acres, a good log

cabin and necessary outbuildings, a

well of very fine water. This is sit-
jtinted on the north side of the Gunni-

; son and lies facing the south; 80 acres
in blue-stem grass. This is one of the
best bargains in the county for the
price. Must sell soon.

No. B—A stock ranch containing 160
acres, 12 miles from Delta, covered
with wire grass, a log cabin, corral
and necessary outbuildings, splendid
spring convenient to cabin, can cut 50
acres of hay this season; enough range
adjoining for 1,000 head of stock.

No. 9 —A ranch three miles up the
Gunnison, ICO acres, good location;
will sell very cheap.

No. 10—A ranch half a mile from
Delta on the Gunnison, all under fence
and water, was farmed some last year,

a good large log cabin and outbuild-
ings, can cut 20 acres of hay this sea-
son. This ranch is for sale or rent.

House and two lots on Main street.
Will sell reasonable. A splendid loca-
tion for any kind of business.

House and lot on Main street. De-
sirable location. Will sell cheap.

County Attorney. Notary Public
A. R. KING

Attorney-at-Law

Office at Court House, Delta, Colo.

APRIL, 1883
Appropriation Ordinance

Be it ordained by the Board of Trus-
tees of the Town of Delta:

Section 1. That there be and is
hereby appropriated for the fiscal year
beginning the first day of April, A. D.
1883, and ending the 31st day of
March, A. D. 1884, the following sums

of money respectively for the several
purposes hereinafter set forth, that is
to say:

For fees and salaries, four hundred
dollars.

For rent, one hundred dollars.
For printing and stationery, seventy-

five dollars.

For furniture, fifteen dollars.
For light and fuel, fifteen dollars.
For streets, alleys and culverts, four

hundred dollars.
For water, fifty dollars.
For contingent fund, one hundred

dollars.
Section 2. All ordinances or parts

of ordinances inconsistent hereby are
repealed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take
effect from and after its passage and
publication thereof.

Approved March 29, 1883.
M. C. VANDEVENTER,

Attest: A. C. BUTLER, Mayor.

Clerk and Recorder.

PERSONAL MENTION

A. Hoffman was elected mayor of
Montrose last week.

John C. Bell was elected mayor of
Lake City last week.

Hon. J. W. Rockefeller was elected
mayor of Gunnison last week.

Mr. Fleming, the Republican candi-
date, was elected mayor of Leadville
last week.

Hon. John L. Routt, Colorado’s first
State Governor, was elected mayor of
Denver last week.

In writing up the history of the
cities on the reservation the rise and
fall of mushroom towns will occupy a
large chapter, and Delta will not be
one of them.

Delta is not trying to pull down any

of her sister towns in order to build
herself up. We are satisfied with the
condition of affairs at the present
time.

Delta County should have her prod-
ucts on exhibition at the Denver Ex-
position this fall. It will be the very

best advertising we can give the
county.

The attention of ditch owners is
called to the fact that they are re-
quired to bridge their ditches where
they cross the public thoroughfares.

Considerable complaint has been made
because this has not been done in
some cases.

The county commissioners meet for
organization next Monday, when the
bonds of the other officers will be ap-
proved and the machinery of county

government be set in motion. Delta
County sets out under favorable aus-
pices, and will not be behind her sis-
ters in the race for wealth and in-
fluence.

Montrose is rapidly coming to the
front as a point of scenic beauty. A
strong party of old mountaineers is to

be organized for the hazardous job of
exploring the mysteries of the nooks
and canons of the washouts and gul-

lies in the neighborhood of that place.

Several members of the celebrated Al-
pine Club have been solicited to be-
come members of the party. When
this wild and desolate region has been
fully explored and accurately mapped

it is expected that not a few will visit
it during the century.

For a specimen of unadulterated
cheek read the article in the Denver
Republican of last Thursday describ-
ing Montrose and its resources, where-
in the Gunnison valley, Surface Creek
and North Fork country are put down
as tributary to It. If Montrose can’t
find any agricultural country to blow
about except what is directly tribu-
tary to Delta, she had better fence
her contested townslte, sow it in dried
apples and go out of business. The
sections mentioned in the Republican
are the richest in Colorado, and they
are not tributary to Montrose.

The population of Delta is increas-
ing at a lively rate. The family of
H. A. Castle was increased by one

last week. The family of Frank Wil-
son, four miles down the Gunnison,
have lately become the entertainers of
a little stranger. The family of C. F.
Roberts of North Fork, consisting of
his wife, two sons and a daughter,
arrived from Pitkin last week. The
wife and six children of Mr. Cotton
of North Fork arrived from Alpine
last week. Several others are expect-
ing their families soon, among them
William Mathers, F. H. Burkhart, H.
A. Bailey, 8. S. Baldwin and R. D.
Blair.

During the late election In Grand
Junction placards were posted over
the town and banners carried around
the streets denouncing the railroad
and Governor Crawford for not doing*
enough for the town. Had the rail-
road and Governor Crawford done half
as much for Delta as they have for
Grand Junction, Delta now would be
the largest town on the reservation.
If the people of Grand Junction would
stop this useless fight against the
town company and lend a helping
hand in building up their city they
would become prosperous. Come up to
Delta, Governor, and live with us by
the side of the white sulphur springs,

and we will treat you respectfully.

MAY, 1883
The chairman of the Board of Coun-

ty Commissioners met in Delta last
Monday, the rest of the body failing to
appear. A meeting has been called for
next Monday.

The first session of the county court

will be held Monday, June 4. The pro-
bate court will meet the third Monday
in June.

Articles of incorporation of the
Bona Fide Ditch Company of Delta
County were filed with the Secretary
of State last week. W. H. Overbay,
F. M. Anderson, Theodore Baker and
others. The capital is $5,000.

Notice to Teachers
There will be held in Delta, on the

25th day of May, 1883, a public ex-
amination of all applicants desiring
teachers’ certificates.

G. H. MERCHANT,
Supt. of Pub. Instruction.

PERSONAL MENTION

The only crop that we have heard
of that has failed this year, was Bots-
ford’s fence crop. The seed didn’t
germinate to any extent.

Owing to the illness of Rev. Aley
no services were held last Sunday.
No preventing providence service will
be held next Sabbath at 11 o’clock.

After the teachers examination, last
Friday, County Superintendent Mer-
chant. organized a spelling school in
the court house, and Attorney King
spelled the whole town down.

Mr. E. J. Hauser, of Eldora. Hardin
county, lowa, was in the city last
w'eek looking for a cattle range. He
took back samples of the cereal pro-

ducts of the country for exhibition at
his home fair.

L. S. Coleman left with this office
a sample stock of corn, ten feet high

and not in tassel yet. It has six ears

in process of formation on it. When
grown this corn will require a step

ladder to gather it.
The Exposition band of Utes have

gone through their war dances on the
grounds of the Denver’s show, and re-

turned to their wickiups on the sage
brush plains of Utah. They went to

Denver dressed in buckskin and dirt,
and returned in store clothes and plug

hats.
At a special meeting of the school

board of District No. 1. held last Sat-
urday, it was resolved to submit to

the qualified electors of the district,
the proposition to levy a special tax

of one and one-half mills for school
expenses, it was also decided to hold
an eight months’ session, beginning

the first Monday in November. L. C.
Aley was employed as teacher for the
winter term of four months.

The Hartland Ditch
This ditch starts out of the North

side of the Gunnison river, about two

miles from Delta, just where the
bluffs end, and runs in a westerly dir-
ection. The ditch is ten feet wide at
the bottom and averages two and a

half feet deep. It was calculated to
carry three thousand inches of water,
but will carry between four and five
thousand inches without trouble. The
total cost of the ditch up to date has
been about $2,700, or less than a dol-
lar an inqh. The head of the ditch is
on a level with the bottom of the riv-

er. thus insuring plenty of water at all
times. This season the headgate was

raised only four or five inches and it
gave all the water that could be used.
The coming winter the ditch will prob-
ably be enlarged by sinking it a foot

and extending it to the Roubideau,
and covering all the best land on the
north side of the river between this
point and the Roubideau. When this
is done there will be no longer com-
plaints of high water ditches and fail-
ure of crops. When the ditch is ex-
tended it will cover about twenty full
ranches. Among those who have lo-
cated under the Hartland ditch are

Messrs Rollins. Wilson. Sparr, John-
son, Howard, Bond, Diamond, Koppe,

Castle, Stanton, Simpson. Cole, Kelso,
Hutchison and Wilson.

CHARLES ZIEGLER
Boot and Shoe Maker

Delta, Colorado.
Repairing done at short notice and

reasonably. Harness mending a

specialty

Delta Cash Grocery
ALDEN FROST, Proprietor

Delta, Colorado

I came to Delta in 1916. Put Lazear Cheese Factory on its feet. Built

Delta Cheese Factory, now Delta Creamery. Both factories have not lost
one pay day since starting. Was first President of Farmers A Milling Pro-

duce company. Started Delta Cash Grocery April Ist, 1917. There is one

grocer beside myself that was in business then, thirty-three grocery firms
have come and gone. There are twelve groceries here now. The Delta

Cash Grocery is the largest and best in city, headquarters for everything

grown and manufactured in Colorado, with the most complete stock of every-
thing found in a first class grocery. We have moved train loads of produce,

fruits and vegetables for which I have given the rancher the best possible

price. Many stores have come in cutting and slashing, then cutting the
ranchers 5c and 10c a dozen on eggs, the same on butter and other produce

to make up the price.

We handle no inferior brands of cheap trash and right here people, don’t
start to economize on your stomach, it’s the only one you will have. Our
prices are right and as low as possible to stay in business. Our terms are

cash, thirty days our limit. Please do not ask for longer time. We deliver

when and where you want us to in the corporation, in the best possible time
and condition. Always prompt and courteous treatment.

We live here: pay taxes; spend our money here; hire our help here and

pay them; keep every nickel in Delta we can. We feel with the rest of Delta

merchants, people who work on salaries paid by the City of Delta citizen's
taxes, should spend their money with them. Our city fathers do not go over

creation trying to find some one to take your place for a dollar less. I soli-

cit a share of your patronage. Have many customers who have stood by us

since we started and are satisfied and we stand by them. Then for 1923,

let’s go. let’s grow bigger and bigger, better and better every day in every

way and stay with the Delta Cash Grocery while the little red Ford rambles
right along.

ALDEN FROST, SR.. Prop.

The W. J. HOLLANDS CO. D
C%LA’

GOOD WILL
The greatest single asset possessed by The W. J.

Hollands Co., is not its annual business in dollars and
cents but Your Good Will. It has been made possible
for us to become the largest Department Store in Delta
county, only because of the public’s confidence and
good will. It is our sincere desire to serve, with an
honest policy of merchandising and a higher degree of
excellency.

SPRING—AND NEW CLOTHES
Your new gnrintMit should express three things—Style, Individuality and

Quality. Every garment purchased from The W. Hollands Co., will possess all
of these. In addition to reasonable prices every garment has the makers guaran-

tee of satisfactory wear.

HART SCHAFFNER & STYLE-CRAFT and REDFERN
MARX AND CAPPS Garments for Ladies
CLOTHES FOR MEN SUITS.

Spring and Suits always go together. To boYou undoubtedly want anew fashionably dressed one must possess anew
suit this Spring. Shipments of Spring Suit. Suits are more beautiful thisNew Spring Clothes have al- Spring than over,
ready commenced. The Norfolk

_ _

Htyles so popular with the young COATS
fellows and the more conserva- We arc showing new coats for Spring. The
tive three-button styles are in- very latest in stylish garments. Styles that
eluded. The fabrics are stirrdy have the Paris stamp of approval. Prices are
worsteds, smart tweeds and neat reasonable, while quality and wear are qunr-
stripe effects. anteed.

$19.50 to $35.00 DRESSES
Taffeta Frocks announce the Spring styles.

Circularly tiered skirts and a modernized
THE SELZ SIX basque effect give them a youthful nppearance.

Most men want wear ns well
* lat crepes and Canton crepes are also very

ns looks and they will find the *

style of these shoes as fine as Never before have we been able to offer a
their quality. moro Phasing variety of styles in Dresses, and

so reasonably priced, too.

CfV
HATS

SLLZfIfBY§ SIX. Have you seen our New Spring Hats? You
"illlike them.

First Section, 1922 Review and 40th Anniversary Edition.


