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HOTCHKISS-PAONIA-NORTH FORK SECTION
Possibilities Are

Many In This
Fertile Section

By D. C. HARDING

THE
thriving little city of Hotch-

kiss is located on the North
Fork of the Gunnison river,
ten miles from its mouth, and

near the center of Delta county. The
town was incorporated about thirty-

five years ago and has grown from a

barren waste of sage and chico brush
to an abode of beautiful homes sur-

rounded by shade trees, flowers and
shrubbery, pretty lawns and prolific

gardens. Substantial business blocks
have taken the place of old time
adobe shacks; large churches and
school houses costing thousands of
dollars, have been created where lit-
tle log cabins once stood. Cow trails
have been enlarged to wide expansive

streets with broad cement side walks.
Hotchkiss is inhabited with an educat-
ed and prosperous class of people

noted for their intelligence, refine-
ment and liberality. Our commercial
Interests are represented by nearly

©very branch of trade necessary to a

wide awake and progressive commun-
ity.

The source of our domestic water
supply heads in the high mountains

northeast of town and originates from
Immense snow banks and living

springs; Ice cold and clear as crystal,

and Is led to the city by a pipe line
about ten miles in length from La
Koux Creek, one of our great irriga-

tion waterways. The entire water

system, including a big reservoir, re-
presents an expenditure of about
$100,000.00. We also have a sewer
system equal to many towns with a

much greater population, rendering

our sanitary condition highly satis-

factory.

Our electric light system, which has
proved to be a big asset and conven-

ience to the community. Is somewhat
subject to criticism, but the defects
will no doubt be remedied in the near

future by a nominal outlay of money

and more Judicial management

Our present population numbers
about 1200. showing a gradual in-
crease. which leads us to believe it

will double in number within the next

five years, providing we can get the
many new industries which our town
and surrounding country demands.
Many undeveloped resources lie dor-

mant at our very doorstep, represent-

ing untold wealth and prosperity. One
of our greatest needs Is a canning

factory and evaporator to utilize the
hundreds of tons of apples and peach-
es going to waste annually; also a

vinegar factory to convert the cull
apples into a product which means

money. Another enterprise which
would prove remunerative is brick
yards, considering the mountains of

shale at either end of our city limits
and the easy access to water, sand
and railroad facilities. A broom fac-
tory and sorghum mills could not

prove otherwise than profitable, not
only to the Investors but to the farm-
ers growing the broom corn and sugar

cane. It has been claimed by grow-
ers In other localities that the seed
from both cane and broom corn fed to
chickens nnd hogs will pay the actual
expense of the growing. Thousands
of dollars are expended annually by

the people of Hotchkiss nnd vicinity

for many products shipped in that
could be produced right here at home.
Our great coal deposits north of us

have only been developed to a slight
extent; geologists familiar with oil
formations state that they are fully

confident the time Is not far distant
when an oil basin of no small propor-

tions will be discovered In tills part of
Deltn county. This section of the
country is underlaid with a deposit of
volcanic ash many feet in depth which
has proved to be very fertile, being a

valuable asset to the soil, especially

in growing fruit trees and alfalfa or

any other plant or tree, the roots of

which penetrate this great natural
fertilizer.

We nre Justly proud of our consol-
idated school system with the fine
equipment available for transferring

the rural children to nnd from their
homes; the Inrge commodious modern
school buildings together with a high-
ly competent nnd Intelligent school
faculty, all reflect hnpplness. prosper-
ity nnd Independence for the several
hundred pupils now In attendance.

Our several churches have constant-
ly grown In membership until the pre-
sent congregations compare favorably

to that of other communities.

Our business houses are represented
by a class of merchants who are en-
terprising, energetic and up to date in
their methods, supplying the commun-
ity with every line of merchandise
and commodity necessary.

We are surrounded by thousands of
acres of fertile land which will pro-

duce bountiful crops of practically
anything planted or grown in the
United States excepting oranges, lem- 1
ons. cotton and a few other things
which require a more tropical climate.
Not only apples, pears, peaches,
plums and apricots grow* here to per-

fection but the smaller fruits such as
strawberries, raspberries, currants,

cherries, blackberries, etc., reach a

perfection that is pleasing to the eye

and appetizing to the palate. Grapes

of every known' variety have been
grown here successfully. The culture
of small fruits is well known to be one

of the most profitable occupations, as
much as SI,OOO per-acre having been
realized and S3OO to SSOO being very
common. So far the home demand
has consumed practically all berries
produced here —why not ship a hun-
dred thousand dollars worth annually.
Another industry of great importance
is truck gardening. Vegetables of
every description can be produced

here, having that sweetness and crisp- !
ness only known in the Rocky Moun-
tain grown vegetables. We have
scores of mountain towns for our mar-

kets.
While a good many of our farmers

are making a side line of poultry we

should increase our production one

hundred fold in chickens turkeys and
eggs as there is always a ready mar-

ket for all produced here. Our clim-
atic conditions are especially adapted
for poultry raising on acount of being
dry and the fact that no poultry dis-
ease of any consequence exists here.
Every farmer in this vicinity has the
raw material on his place necessary

to construct good serviceable concrete
poultry houses, with the addition of
some cement and a little lumber. In-
stances are known here where chick-
en houses were built into a side hill
covered with dirt and the front finish-
ed with cedar logs with a door made
of poles, there being no outlay of
money whatever, the dugout represent-
ing labor alone.

Another industry we have here,

which has proven to be decidedly re-

munerative is bee keeping. Those
who have specialized in the business
have been well rewarded financially

to the extent of independence while
those making it a side line have been

well repaid for the little time devoted.
There is still room for one thousand
or more colonies in this vicinity.

Hotchkiss is the greatest shipping

point for honey on the Western Slope;

several loads have been shipped to

Chicago and other big eastern markets
this season; besides many tons have
gone out to consumers by parcel post

and express.

The growing of sugar beets has been
followed for a number of years, prin-
cipally by those farming the bottom
land, but instances are recorded where
thirty tons per acre have been produc-
ed on mesa land that has been in al-

falfa for a term of years. Our farmers
should grow more sugar beets if only
on a small scale, a product sold before
it is produced.

Our resources are so numerous that
like nature itself there seems to be no
beginning or ending. Fruit growing

in one of our principal industries, the
quality produced being equal to the
best and surpassed by no other fruit
section in America. Apples of all
commercial varieties known are grown

here; the Elberta peach is about
the only variety of peaches grown

here to any extent on account of its
superior shipping qualities over all
other kinds and its beautiful color
size and sweetness. The Delicious
apple is considered the favorite eating

apple but on account of the limited
time it has been before the public the
number of bearing trees are not great

but this special variety is growing in

favor and is considered very appro-
priately named. On account of our

soil on the mesas or tablelands being

specially adapted for fruit growing,
together with our glorious sunshine
and cool nights toward the maturing

season, all give our apples a deep
bright color and crispness only known

in the mountain regions and for
which Delta county apples are fam-
ous. The annual fruit harvest means

much to our community. It gives
man, woman and child employment for

about ten weeks through the fall sea-
son as well as hundreds from adjoin-
ing states who flock here yearly to

work through the fruit season. Sev-
eral mammoth fruit packing houses
have been built here and are still in-
adequate to handle the hundreds of
thousands of boxes produced by our
growers. A fruit failure is almost
“wholly unknown here being only one

the past twenty years.

Our next important crop is alfalfa
hay. Alfalfa is considered the most
valuable and productive of all hay pro-
ducing plants and grasses. It is the
back bone of the stock business as

much as the farmer is the back bone
of the country. Horses, cows, sheep
and hogs all thrive on alfalfa both in
the growing stage and cured hay.
while the land producing an average
of six tons per acre (three cuttings)
represents a big revenue, and at the
same time returns more to the soil
than is taken away. This is the case
in this part of the country at least.
All the time the land is growing alfal-
fa the soil is being enriched and sugar
beets, potatoes, in fact anything plant-

ed following alfalfa results in very
heavy productions with proper culti-
vation and irrigation. Potato grow-

ing has come to be quite an important

factor in our section; the yield and
quality exceeded by no other county.

Cattle raising has been one of our
dependable resources for the past
forty years; running them on the
ranges about seven or eight months
and feeding on the ranches four or

five months, owing to weather condi-
tions early or late in the spring.

Hotchkiss is one of the big cattle ship-
ping points for the Western Slope. The
raising of stock hogs for the eastern
and western markets has reached no

small proportions and has proved the
easiest money made by our farmers.
The pigs are run on alfalfa pasture

until they grow to about eighty or
ninety pounds, some practice feeding

a light ration of grain once a day

which is a very good plan helping to

balance the ration. Others desiring to

rush their growth plant bald barley for
early feed. Squash, early corn and

sugar beets to be fed as soon as suf-
ficiently matured. Many of our fruit
growers have made hog pastures of

their orchards thereby realizing a

double revenue from their land; these
orchards having been previously seed-
ed down to alfalfa or red clover or

both having division fences to trans-
fer hogs while irrigating and giving
part eaten off a chance to recuperate.

Dairy farming has made wonderful
strides here within the past ten years
enabling many farmers who have
made a side line of this business to
pay off mortgages and other obliga-

tions from the sale of butter fat to

our big Co-operative Creamery and
whole milk to the cheese factory at

Lazear only a short distance away.

Sheep raising is still another big

industry we can boast of; the sale of
wool and lambs running into thous-
ands of dollars annually. On account

of our mild winters much open graz-
ing is possible a portion of the winter
season. Sheep like cattle are shipped

directly off the high ranges in a mar-

ketable condition owing to nutritious
and fattening qualities of our wild
grasses.

Hotchkiss and vicinity offer many
golden opportunities for investments.
We need many more dwelling houses
to accommodate our increasing popu-

lation and we feel confident a great

reaction will take place in the near

future for the better. Many of our
larger farms should be cut up into ten.
twenty, thirty and forty acre tracts,

thereby creating more intensive culti-
vation and more diversified farming.

Many of our retired farmers who have
realized a competence whereby they

can live at ease in the future offer
their land at prices considerably less
than the real value. Our climate is
unexcelled. This special feature alone
being a sufficient inducement for
many to make this locality their per-

manent home; we have no cyclones,
no floods, no droughts. We have mild
winters with cool summer nights; in

fact our climate is ideal. With our

wonderful irrigation system failure of

crops is unknown. Our observation
for the past twenty years is that 75
per cent of the people who have left
here to better their condition have re

turned sooner or later. This alone
proves conclusively our many advant-
ages. So extensive and diversified
are our resources we have been in-
clined to boast that we were so nearly
self-sustaining that we could live with-
out the rest of the world if necessary.

Our natural resources are so great

that it has been profitable for us to
develop some of them beyond our own
needs for the purpose of supplying
counties and states not so fortunately

situated. We consume only a small
proportion of what we produce and
that is only a small percentage of
what can be produced. We all keenly

feel the effects of this strenuous per-
iod of low values of stock and farm
products, but on the other hand we

should congratulate ourselves on be-
ing residents of Delta County; the
land of plenty; the banner county of
the state and the garden spot of
Colorado.

For the benefit of the more senti-
mental. the lovers of nature, the dis-
ciples of Isaac Walton and the nim-
rods of the forest, will say: a few
hours’ drive will take one to the re-
cesses of deep canons with perpen-
dicular walls where flows the crystal

waters of melting snow banks rushing
on and on over mighty boulders,
through deep cut gorges, forming
many beautiful waterfalls and almost
fathomless basins of crystalized wa-
ter where lurk the wily mountain
trout in all their native splendor. The
deep colored wild flowers of many
hues, presided over by our state
flower of unexcelled beauty, the lovely
Rocky Mountain Columbine. At no
great distance the deer and elk, the
black and grizzly bear and mountain
sheep all may be found in their native
haunts and feeding grounds in our
foothills; also the cottontail and jack-
rabbit. the mountain quail, sage hen
and grouse, and others in other lo-
calities. the beaver, fox, martin, skunk
and badger.

Those seeking health and recreation
will find Delta County, Colorado, the
ideal spot to regain one’s health, hav-
ing access to an altitude of five thou-
sand to eleven thousand feet above
sea level, with pure, embracing air
and invigorating atmosphere, with
most excellent water and agreeable

surroundings. The pleasure seekers
have an endless variety of beautiful
mountain scenery. The most gorgeous

sunsets to gaze upon, superior to any
other locality in the Rocky Moun-
tains; all colors of the rainbow com-
bined with rich etchings of golden
maroon and silvery lined clouds are
portrayed to the spellbound admirer.
Little do we appreciate and compre-
hend these many and beautiful fea-
tures of Nature’s handiwork and only
realize the great natural advantages
we are endowed with and surrounding
us until some visitor and lover of the
beautiful reminds us.

In order for our home people as well
as the public generally to more fully
comprehend the vast surplus of our
home productions shipped to other lo-
calities from Hotchkiss within the
past few months, not counting the
parcel post and express shipments of
fruits, poultry, butter, eggs, honey,
etc., amounted to 631 carloads, as

follows:
Apples 293
Peaches 100
Sugar beets 45
Cattle 158
Sheep 22
Potatoes 3

Hay 3

Honey 2
Hogs 5

There is probably 100 carloads of
miscellaneous farm produce still in

this vicinity to be shipped later. While
the value of this immense bulk of
necessities is not as it should be to
our farmers, at the same time and at
prices lower than any previous years,

it represents hundreds of thousands
of dollars distributed in our commun-
ity. Our average resident does not
realize “what a privilege it is to live
in the North Fork Valley.”

The Illustrations Shows How Beets Are Quickly Loaded Onto Cars for the Delta Sugar Factory.

Method Used in Putting Up Alfalfa Hay In This Locality.

*

Delta County Hae Hundred* of Acree of Bearing Orcharde Which Are Big Money Makere for Capital Inveeted.

HOTCHKISS HOME OF DELTA

COUNTY ANNUAL FAIR

The Delta County fair grounds are

located at Hotchkiss, and Hotchkiss
people are justly proud of the honor.
Here one finds a large park well
sodded and dotted thickly with shrub-
bery and shade trees. Nearby is a
splendid race track with a grand-

stand having a seating capacity of
several thousand. The grounds have
commodious sheds for accommodating

livestock. In the park is city water

and a fountain for the convenience of
the public as well as an extensive
amount of play ground equipment.

These grounds form an ideal spot for
the accommodation of tourists, free of
charge.

Further information regarding the
fair and its beautiful park will be
gladly furnished by writing any of the
business firms of Hotchkiss, whose
advertisements appear In this section.


