
Hotchkiss Has Good Schools

By J. P. ARMSTRONG
Superintendent.

SHORTLY
after the first settlers

(had established themselves at j
Hotchkiss they raised funds to,
build a little log schoolhouse on

the banks of the North Fork river, j
The building was erected in 1883, but j
within a year was found to be too
small to accommodate the children j
seeking admission and another log

building was placed near the site of
the present buildings. The course of
study was confined chiefly to the three '
R’s. In 1886 the first room of the brick
building was erected and was used by .

the eight grades until 1889, when four
rooms were added and courses were

extended to take care of eleven grades.
Professor Kelley, founder of the high j
school department, was in charge of (
the school for seven years. In 1904
the school became a full high school
and has had a steady growth to date. I
Owing to crow’ded conditions in 1907
the new high school building was
erected, w'hich furnished an abundance
of room until the rapid growth of the
schools during the past two years has
made it necessary to make prepara-
tions to build to take care of the
greatly increased number of students.

In 1920 the Cottonwood district pe-

titioned the local board of directors
for permission to join with the Hotch-
kiss schools. Their petition was grant-

ed and a fine Republic truck was pur-

chased to haul the pupils to and from
the city. At first there were about
thirty-five students who came from
this section, but as others saw the ¦

advantages to be gained so conven-
iently by attending a graded system
they decided to return to school. It
was soon necessary to add another
truck to carry the extra students.
There are now about seventy-five pu-

pils attending from this one section.
Territory to the west of Hotchkiss

petitioned for admission to the con-

solidation in 1921. They were ac-
cepted and trucks purchased for their
convenience. The school now oper-
ates six strong sanitary trucks and
daily hauls about 285 pupils from the
remote parts of the district. Respons-

ible drivers of experience and matur-
ity are engaged to drive the trucks,
and during the two and a half years

of their operation there has not been
an accident nor any discomfort to
those riding in the trucks. Pupils are
picked up at their doors in the morn-
ing and returned in the evening in a

safe, clean, and healthy condition.
In 1921 the school was approved by

the state and federal board to conduct
courses in vocational agriculture. It
is the only school in Delta County so
approved. This department not only
conducts farm and classroom work
with students, but offers its aid to the
established farmers of the community

in solving many of their problems.
The head of the department, besides
being a practical, successful rancher,
specialized during four-years at the
state university in vocational work for
students. Eighteen young men en-

jrolled for the work last year. This
year there are twenty-five students
pursuing the course and prospects are

j strong for a still larger enrollment
1 next year. The state and federal gov-

-1 ernments meet half the expense of the
cost of instruction.

| The Home Economics department

took up a full line of work this year,

i A separate building, fully equipped

1 with sewing and cooking utensils, has
been provided. Over one-third of the
high school girls are taking courses
in this department.

Academic work is given in all sub-
jects required for college entrance

besides several electives to meet the
| needs of the individual students.
Chorus singing and a high school or-

I chestra are new departments. Public
speaking has just been inaugurated.

! The junior high school was organ-

ized in 1920. Manual training, domes-
| tic science, and rudiments of music
are offered as special branches.

Physical education is receiving con-
siderable attention. Organized play
methods as well as formal exercises
are conducted in all grades. Athletic
teams are chosen from the high school
department to represent the school in
all major conference contests. Re-
gardless of athletic ability no student
is allowed to become a member of a
competitive team unless both his
scholarly and general student qualities

are above reproach. He must be ac-

ceptable to both coach and principal.
Girls as well as boys engage in inter-
school games in basketball. For sev-

eral years the Hotchkiss girls have

been in the honor section in Western
Slope championship contests.

In order that students may have
thorough professional instruction, no

teacher is employed in the high school
department who has not had at least
four years of college preparation. In

the grades no teacher is initiated into
the system who has had less than two
years of normal training. The faculty

is chosen with great care after care-
ful investigation of each applicant.
Members must possess a civic re-
sponsibility as well as a teaching

ability.

The board of directors is a body of
capable men intensely interested in
the progress of the school. They have
devoted much time and energy to
placing the school in the front ranks

stand ready at all times to add
whatever courses and equipment the
needs of the community demand. By

careful handling of finances the direc-
tors have this year reduced the tax,
levy and at the same time added addi-
tional teachers to the staff and pur-

chased several hundred dollars worth
of equipment.

The people of the community show
an unusual interest in the develop-
ment of the school. They have watch-
ed its activities carefully and have
offered friendly encouragement and
helpful criticisms. With community,
officials, faculty, and student body all
working with one view in mind the
Hotchkiss schools bid fair to stand at

the top.

Home of the North Fork Btate Bank.

Birdseye View of City of Hotchkiss.

Delta County Fair
From the standpoint of exhibits and

attendance, the 1922 fair held at

Hotchkiss in September surpassed
even the most sanguine expectations

of its managers. During the entire
three days interest was at flood tide.
There is so much to be said regarding

this fair that one can only touch the
high lights.

Perhaps the exhibits which at-

tracted most attention were the com-
munity exhibits, since so many more
people were directly interested. It

was indeed a difficult matter for the
judges to make their decisions, and
only by considering the closest points

could the places be determined. How-
ever, by » vprv close margin Rogers

Mesa was awarded first place. Orchard
City second, Garnet Mesa third, Bone

Mesa fourth, and Cedaredge fifth.
Fred Knott of Black Mesa had a

remarkable exhibit of agricultural
products that were raised at an alti-
tude of 9,100 feet, which showed plain-
ly the possibility of the higher alti-
tude. On livestock, Charles Mundry

of Austin, Hallock Bros, of the upper
Gunnison, Lee Ellsworth of Austin, W.
T. Atehley of Delta, Fred A. Burns of
Cedaredge, and others, had livestock
with remarkably fine breeding lines.
These included Percherons, Short-
horns and Poland China hogs. Floyd
Gregg of Garnet Mesa took first prize
on his pig in the boys’ pig club; the
first prize to pig clubs as a club went

to Peach Valley.

Each afternoon beginning at 1
o’clock a lively program of races is
conducted, lasting until 4:30 or 5
o’clock. In addition to Delta County’s
racing stock, the fair draws many

race horses from all over the country

as well as riders and several hundred
dollars are given away as prizes dur-
ing this event.

On two afternoons the livestock is
paraded in front of the grandstand,

and it is doubtful if ever a finer dis-
play will be shown in the state; in
fact, Mr. John J. Tobin, an expert

from Montrose who was one of the
judges, stated that he had not seen
finer anywhere in the state.

Game Warden Otto Peterson had
gone to considerable work and had
taken a great deal of pains in arrang-
ing an exhibit from the Cedaredge
Fish Hatchery, which excited no end
of comment and admiration. The ex-
hibit was shown at the fountain in
the park and was arranged so that
water ran constantly through the con-
tainers. The smallest of the trout
were less than an inch in length and
the largest were great big fellows
which any fisherman would be de-
lighted to find squirming on the end
of his hook.

The fair directors are learning by
experience from year to year and each
fair is just a little more attractive and
more unusual than the one the year
before. Delta County people may well
support their fair and herald the mer-
its of Delta County to the outside
world.

HOTCHKISS HAS UP-TO-DATE
TAILORING ESTABLISHMENT

Sterling Christain, who is located a

few doors west of the postoffice, came

here from Denver last summer and
opened up a tailoring establishment.
His line of cloth in stock for made-to-
order suits is the best money can buy.
On account of his prices being on the
pre-war basis he is doing a paying
business and making many friends.

Mr. Sterling represents the famous
Bruner line of clothing as a leader.
Previous to locating here he was asso-
ciated with the Denver Custom Gar-
ment Company, the largest cut trim
and make house west of the Missouri
river.

DIVERSIFYING HAS PROVEN
SAFEST WAY AROUND HERE

All sections of any new country
necessarily goes through an experi-
mental stage. Around Hotchkiss it
has been thoroughly demonstrated
what can be accomplished in fruit-
growing, raising sugar beets and all
kinds of grains, as well as other crops
but dairying has been found to have
been the most steady of all revenue.

The farmer with poultry and a few
dairy cows has been practically “on
easy street” around Hotchkiss.

DOVE GARAGE ENJOYS SPLEN-
DID BUSINESS THIS YEAR

Geo. A. Dove, proprietor, is the old-
est established auto business in
Hotchkiss. Mr. Dove is an old resi-
dent of this vicinity and has a reputa-

tion for honesty and reliability which
accounts for the profitable trade he
enjoys.

The public will always find Mr.
Dove and assistants polite and oblig-

ing, conscientious and practical in all
their work.

Drive into Dove’s garage and feel
satisfied you will be properly fixed
out at most reasonable prices.

Their business this year has been
very satisfactory to the proprietor.

BUSEY ENTERS GROCERY
BUSINESS DURING YEAR

A. E. Busey, one of our leading gro-

cerymen has been a resident of this
vicinity for the past eighteen years.

Mr. Busey is a farmer as well as a
merchant, having an 80-acre ranch on
Rogers Mesa.

His reputation for honesty, integ-

rity and high standards of moralty

are too well known for comment.

HOTCHKISS PLUMBERS BUY
BUILDING OF JAMES MODRELL

Ed Grotenhuis and Munroe Livesay

have purchased the plumbing shop
near the postoffice building, formerly

owned by James Modrell. These gen-

tlemen are old timers in this section
and can be depended upon for good

work at reasonable prices.

DOUBLES FLOOR SPACE TO
CARE FOR INCREASED BUSINESS

Frank W. Dodge, who purchased
the Robertson garage last summer ad-
joining the Times building has about'
doubled the volume of business of
this popular place under his efficient
management.

He has greatly increased and im- 1
proved the mechanical department

and being a master mechanic himself
with reliable help his business is con-
stantly on the increase which he so
richly deserves.

There are many things which could
be said to Hotchkiss and its surround-
ing territory. Many acres of land are

still undeveloped. We have but start-
ed to develop.

MRS. BALCH’S LADIES’
APPAREL SHOP PLEASES

Mrs. Lulu Balch, who is conducting

' the “Ladies’ Apparel Shop’’ near the
postoffice, is proving herself a real
business woman by her courage and
perseverance. She has established a

; trade in ladies’ apparel, toilet articles
1 and notions which has given her a

! lucrative income and the confidence
of her patrons. We bespeak la word
of praise for the little lady and wish

' her a most prosperous New Year.

I C. R. Sherman, w'ho worked at the
mason trade for John Jeffers on the
First National bank building 31 years
ago, is now working at Hotchkiss
ago, is now farming at Hotchkiss. He

i worked at this trade until about 1915.

TE GROTENHUIS & LIVESAY

Plumbing, Tinning, Repairing

All Work Guaranteed
Modrell’s old place

Hotchkiss Colorado

Reasonable Prices
Quick Service

Hotchkiss
Clothes Shop

Suits made to order
on short notice. Best
of woolens used.

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

Cleaning, Pressing
and Repair Dept.

First-class tailoring
our specialty.

Phone 35-F

Sterling Christain
Prop.

WE BUY WHAT YOU HAVE
TO SELL AND SELL YOU

WHAT YOU WANT
TO BUY

Hotchkiss Mercantile
Company

Hotchkiss : : : Colorado

The DUKE HANSON MERC. CO.
Hotchkiss, Colorado

Established in the early 80’s by Duke
Brothers, two of whom, George and Ed-
ward, are still interested in the' business.

We sell for cash only and pay cash for
farm produce.

We handle a general line of merchan-
dise, specializing on such lines as

Ball Band Overshoes. Classic Coats
Hamilton, Brown and Munsing Underwear
Goodman Shoes Full line of Dry Goods

Ladies’ Ready-to-wear Groceries
Suits .Dresses Hardware

The People’s Garage
Authorized

FORD Sales and Service

m
TUTTLE & SON, Prop.
Co-Op. Phone 120-Black

Hotchkiss, Colorado.

The
Lulu Balch

Apparel Shop

Mid-Winter Sacrifice Sale Now On

HATS LESS THAN COST

DRESSES AND CLOAKS AT GREATLY
REDUCED PRICES

Near Post Office Hotchkiss, Colo.
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