
ROGERS MESA HAS
BEAUTIFUL HOMES

AND FINE PEOPLE
Rogers Mesa occupies a solid tract

of rich land, lying directly west of
the town of Hotchkiss, and is, in area,

three miles north and south by four

miles east and west, containing 8000
acres of tillable land.

It got its name from C. O. Rogers,

who was one of the first settlers. We
mention the following as among the
pioneers of the mesa: Ross Wilmot,

Chas. R. Miller, Amos Reynolds, J. B.

McGinty, ( L. C. Ellington. Geo. Elling-
ton, W. W. Cook, Wm. Patterson,
James Patterson, Henry Allen, A1
Cook. Andy Cook, Henry Roberts, J.
M. Jones, Wm. Hathaway, John
Doughty, and Dr. Robertson.

Early water for irrigation was

taken from Leroux Creek, but this
was not sufficient for late water.
Through the enterprise of Rogers

Mesa people, the Fire Mountain
canal was built, taking its water from
the North Fork of the Gunnison near
Somerset. This enterprise shows an

investment of $300,000, and has been
a great benefit to the North Fork val-
ley. On its completion, the Mesa de-
veloped rapidly and, it having been
demonstrated that the soil and gener-

al conditions were ideal for fruit
raising, a good many orchards were
planted. For some time, however,
the main crops were alfalfa and small
grain. As marketing facilities in-
creased, more fruit trees were plant-
ed.

In 1902 the D. & R. G. railway was
built up the valley, crossing the lower

end of the mesa. With its advent
the fruit industry took first place and'
a great many more orchards were
planted. Apples and peaches are
mainly grown, with quite a number
of cherries, apricots and small fruits,

all of which grow abundantly. With
the rail outlet, better prices were ob-
tained apd the industry became more
profitable. It also helped the cattle,
sheep and hog raisers to get to the
market more quickly and made their
business more profitable.

A little later the town of Lazear

was started and became the main
shipping point for the surrounding

country. This is located on the rail-
way on the south side of the mesa.

The Rogers Mesa Fruit Growers’
association was organized by local
fruit growers, and, being equipped

with good shipping, storing and mar-
keting facilities, most of the fruit!
was handled by this institution. As j
high as 200 cars have been shipped
from Lazear in a single year. During

the shipping season it is a very busy 1
place.

Another enterprise at Lazear is the
Cheese Factory. This was started as
a co-operative enterprise and gave

added impetus to the dairy industry.

At the present time this is owned and
operated by Carl F. Karlen and is
very successful. Its product is in
demand all over this and surrounding

counties. In addition, it adds mater-
ially to the prosperity of the farm-
ers, as a pay day every two weeks
puts some needed cash into circula-
tion.

There is also at Lazear a postoffice,
express office and general store, own-

ed by Girling & Company, which does
a large business. Our blacksmithing

needs are nicely cared for by our gen-

ial townsman J. R. Jones.

The citizenship of Rogers Me»a is
above par. Many trades and profes-
Hions are represented. For instance,
we have stone and brick masons,

storekeepers, office men, bookkeep-
ers, mining men, etc. We believe
that the education and refinement of
its people are much above the average

rural community.

Our school and church facilities are
excellent. We have a consolidated

school district, comprising two
schools, with a bus taking pupils to

and from the schools, with an excel-
lent corps of teachers. In addition to

this part of the Mesa is in the Hotch-
kiss district and the busses from

there are also run on the Mesa. At
Lazear we have two churches —a

Catholic church and a Community

Methodist church. These were built
in 1910 and 1911 respectively. The
Community church is well equipped

and furnishes a place of meeting for
the community, and many of the local
organizations use it as a center for
their activities.

The Catholic church hold their ser-

vices every other Sunday, Father Goo-
gan of Paonia, conducting the ser-
vices. The Community church hold
meetings every Sunday. Sunday

School at 10 a. m.; Preaching at 11:15
a. m., Epworth League at 7 p. m., and
Evening service at 8 o’clock. Rev.
Paul Shields is the pastor.

Rogers Mesa also has a local Farm-
ers’ Union, which is very active in the
promotion of all work to better the
condition of the Farmers. We have
already derived considerable benefits
through this organization in a finan-
cial way through its co-operative in-
surance, and by co-operating in the
buying of grain, etc., by carload lots.
Mr. Qualls Bruton is President of this
union. He is a live wire and expects
to put some good things across this
year.

Rogers Mesa has a Taxpayers Lea-
gue. The object of this organization

is to get acquainted with our political

officers and the tax situation in gen-
eral and to bring every pressure pos-

sible to bear on the reduction of

taxes. S. B. Bruce is President.

In November, 1922 Rogers Mesa had
a 3-day Community Rally under the
management of W. H. Lauck. This
Rally was educational, entertaining
and in every way a success. We were

well entertained by students and

teachers from the Agricultural Col-
lege at Fort Collins. Many of them
residents of the Mesa and the sur-
rounding towns. Stock judgihg, poul-
try culling, selection of seeds, home
nursing, canning meats, and demon-
stration in making dress forms were

some of the features of this Rally.

In February of this year, 22-23-24.
Rogers Mesa will have a three days’

extension course under the auspices
of the Farmers Union. We will have

with us speakers from the Fort Col-
lins Agricultural College to conduct
the classes. This three-day extension
course is for men and women.

Among the other organizations on

the Mesa are an active W. C. T. U.,
a large Ladies Aid and two clubs, the
Modern Woman’s Club and the Friday
Study Club. The Modern Woman’s
Club was organized sixteen years ago

this month. The first oficers were:
Mrs. Will Reynolds, president; Mrs.
Chas. Ellington, vice-president; Mrs.
Milo Keough Secretary. The present

officers are Mrs Harold Greenwood,

president; Mrs. Worthy Russell, vice-
president; Mrs. Donald Patton, secre-
tary; Mrs. Carl Smith, treasurer;
Mrs. Frank Blide, librarian. The club
was organized to create a bond of
friendliness and make a common
meeting ground for the women of the
Mesa. Here women from all over the
Mesa meet at the different homes and
spend a social afternoon, read from
the same library, enjoy the Club sing-
ing and help in any work the com-
munity needs. The social time spent
in partaking of light refreshments is
not to be frowned upon as it offers a '
means of paving the way to stronger
friendships among the members.

The Friday Study Club was organ-

ized about a year ago. The officers
are Mrs. H. C. Marshall, president;

Mrs. Laurence Jacobs, vice-president;
Mrs. Ross Allen, secretary; Mrs. Will
Hurst, treasurer. The object of the
Friday Study club is to study and to
help the community in any way it can

P. C. Curtis Was Paonia Old Timer
Among the oldest of Paonia’s busi-

ness firms, is the jewelry store of P.
C. Curtis which was established
March 30, 1902. Mr. Curtis claims the
distinction of having the oldest jewel-
ry store in Delta County and the sec-

i ond oldest business in Paonia for
‘ continuous business. The letter con-

veying this information brought

greetings to this office and wished us
good luck in our 1922 Review.

High School, Lazear

A Packing House at Lazear

Dairy Herd, Lazear

Lazear Cheese Factory

LAZEAR CHEESE
FACTORY IS BOON
Lazear can boast of one institution

which has made good during the past
year. This is the Lazear Cheese
Factory. Nearly SIO,OOO was distri-
buted among the farmers who brought

their milk to the institution in 1922.
While the range of territory is less
than 3 miles, yet 725 cows are milked
daily and the product brought to the
factory. There are some 25 patrons

and their checks average between $35
and S4O per month, or about SBSO
collectively per month.

Carl P. Karlen has been in the
cheese business for the past 12 years,
coming to Lazear from Minnesota.
He is thoroughly competent to make
a product which will compete in this
market with the imported cheese
from Wisconsin and other sections.
Mr. Karlen has demonstrated this as
every pound of cheese he can make,

finds a ready sale.
a>

The Duke Hanson Merc. Co., organ-

ized by Duke Brothers in the early

80’s, is a thriving institution which
has enjoyed a steady growth from the
day of its inception. As the commun-
ity increased in population and their
business grew, they have enlarged

their store rooms until now they own

and occupy the largest mercantile es-

tablishment on Hotchkiss Main street.
The store at present is managed by

H. F. Dent.

When the Indians were removed
from the UncompahgTe Valley in the
fall of 1881 and early spring of 1882,
there was a spirited activity manifest
among the comparative few who
were hereabouts those years. Capt.

Amos Reynolds, now a resident of
Hotchkiss, Colorado, picked out a
farm which is now the Olathe town-
site for his homestead. In those
days it was a question of securing
the best tract of land and there was a
large area to choose from. The Rey-

nolds family resided for years on
what is now the Olathe townsite, later
moving to the North Fork section in
Delta county.

(g>

A. E. Hyzer, who has lived in North
Delta for the past six years, was one

of the early settlers in Gunnison,

coming there in 1880 from New York
state It might be recalled that at

that time this was Gunnison county.

We Invite You
Many questions confront you every day. Pos-

sibly one of them is WHERE you will have your
bank account. May we answer that?

Ifyou haven’t already solved this important
question, permit us to offer you the services of
our reliable Bank. The matter of being asso-
ciated with a strong, conservative yet modern
bank, is important. We offer you every conven-
ience of modern banking and we want you with
us. Come now and settle for good the question
as to WHERE you will do your banking.

Make This Bank Your Bank

The North Fork State Bank
Hotchkiss, Colorado

General Automobile Philadelphia Batteries

Repairs and Accessories Battery Service Station
Gasoline and Oils Ajax Tires and Tubes

DODGE SERVICE
F. W. DODGE, Prop.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
HOTCHKISS COLORADO

STRICTLY FULL CREAM
AMERICAN CHEESE

None Better

Ask Your Grocer for Lazear Cheese

Manufactured by

LAZEAR CHESE FACTORY
CARL F. KARLEN, Pro],

Lazear, Colo.

PAONIA BOOK STORE
We carry at all times a

complete line of
Books and Stationery

Novelties, Favors, Toys
Phonographs, School Supplies

Candy Ice Cream Sodas
Give Us a Call

TOM POULOS, Prop.

Makers of the Famous

“NEEDLE ROCK”
Brand BUTTER

A Pure Pasteurized Product
Also cash buyers of No. 1 churning cream.

Remember, Mr. Cream Producer, it is not
what you put in cream that makes it good.
It is what you keep out of it.

Our business methods speak for themselves.
Service to all, special favors to none.

Get back of a real farmers’ institution by
purchasing one or more shares of stock,
which is only $lO.OO for each share, and
profit sharing.

We solicit your patronage

The North Fork Co-Operative
Creamery Company

Hotchkiss, Colorado

Growers Trading Co.
Incorporated under Uwh of Colorado

Packers and Shippers
Apples

Peaches
and

Farm Products

Agents for Hardie Sprayer Machine
and Repairs

Growers’ Supplies

L. R. Brlnton, Local Mgr., Ralph Miller, Local Mgr.,

Hotchkiss Austin
D. L. Blakley, President and Gen.-Mgr,

Federated Fruit and Vegetable Growers, Inc.
Marketing Agents
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