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CRAWFORD AND MAHER SECTION
Offers Many Attractive Advantages to the Prospective Settler Which Cannot be Duplicated Anywhere

Crawford-Maher
By MUM. BEULAH BUSBY

Crawford is situated on the Smith
Fork river, about 25 miles east of

Delta and about 12 miles from the
railroad, the nearest station being

Hotchkiss. It is on the Black Mesa
auto road, a cut-off from Sapinero to

Delta, and which affords some beauti-
ful scenery of Black Canon and the
country in general, and from which
we hope soon to have the best road
in the country.

Crawford is surrounded by farming

districts Onion Valley and Maher.
Clear Fork. Missouri Flats, Crawford
and Grand View mesas.

Cattle raising is one of the main
industries of the section, about 3,000

head being shipped out to Kansas

City. Denver and other markets this
fall, some 6,000 head remaining in the
community. E. W. Gates and son.
I*. G. Gates, of Maher, are perhaps

the heaviest owners, having about
2.500 head after shipping out 500 head
this fall They have principally Here-

fords, fifty of which are thoroughbred

bulls. They also own twenty head of
thoroughbred horses, several of which
are rate stock, and 150 registered

Hampshire hogs. This place produced

1,500 tons of hay and 2.000 bushels
of grain this year. Among other large

cattlemen are Lieutenant Governor K
F. Rockwell. C. H. Allyn and son. T
W. Allyn; and George L. Tracy of

Maher. D. B. Brown and S. H Porter

and son. Otto Porter, of Onion Valley;

Charles Van Den Berg and Thomas

Isom, of Clear Fork; S. L. McKlssen.
C. B. Gal yen and 11. Y. Deutsch. of
Missouri Flats; Mrs. Jennie Alton and
August Sundberg, of Crawford Mesa.
W. E. Comstock has a herd of thor
oughhrcd dairy Holstelns. from which
he is tnuking a success. In fact, prac-
tically every rancher has a bunch of
cattle. Also hogs, horses, mules and
sheep are raised by the ranchers.
Alfalfa hay is the second largest in
dustry. about 20.000 tons being cut

throughout the community this season.

One of the late C. F. Kevelle ranches,

located In the Maher district, cut 300
tons from 75 acres. Two and threo

crops are cut during the season, nfter
which the fields are used for pastur-

age for the cattle when brought in
from the summer ranges.

Timothy does well here and we have
several line meadows. Grain is an-

other leading industry, chiefly wheat
and oats. It is estimated aout 50,000

bushels were threshed tills season, but

this was a short year on grain Corn,

barley and buckwheat also yield well,

blit are not grown to any great extent,

"ruit Is perhaps next In order, nearly

r.ll varieties adapted to this climate
being grown here -berries, grapes,

cherries, both sweet and sour, apri-

cots. prunes, plums, pears, peaches

ami apples. Owing to shipping facili
ties, apples and peaches are the mailt

fruit shipped front this section of the
Western Slope. William Den Baste,

living one mile west of town, raised

about 1.200 bushels of peaches, of

which he shipped 1.000 bushels. He

also raised about 5.000 boxes of ap-

ples. of which about 2.500 boxes were

sent to market. He has many fine

varieties. Swan Linman of Crawford

Mesa marketed 1.000 bushels of
peaches, and 4.500 boxes of apples.

Other large producers are Mrs. Jen-

nie Alten, Joe Moss and Louis Ander-
son. but nearly all of the ranchers in
that section have orchards. Olof
Olsen has a small pear orchard on

which he raised about 200 boxes this

year.

Fruit grown in this section is of fine

flavor, good size and exceptionally

free from worms.

Bees are a paying proposition and
several are Interested in the business.
The honey is second to none. Pota-
toes grown here are of a very superior

quality and free from stem rot and

scab, and the yield is very good.

Charles Carville has raised as high

as 450 bushels to the acre on his
ranch in Smith Fork Canon.

Nearly all kinds of hardy vegetables

are grown here, as well as sweet corn,

tomatoes, celery, etc.
Poultry is another source of income

and nearly every rancher has a flock
of chickens and turkeys. W. E. Com-
stock has a flock of about 300 thor-
oughbred White Leghorns, which he

says has proved a good Investment.
The streams Smith Fork, Coal creek.

Clear Fork and Crystal Creek afford

water for irrigation purposes as well
hk sport for the fishermen and cool,

shady picnic grounds.

Black Mesa, situated about twenty

miles from Crawford, affords lumber
for local use. the timber being white
spruce. Five sawmille operate during

the summer and early fall.
The roads are well kept up and are

usually in fine condition. One may

travel by auto the year around. We
have a Star mail route with daily

mail service except on Sundays. Two
telephone systems. the Mountain
States and Delta County Co-operative,

reach practically all points of Delta
County. The rural schools, of which
there are five -Onion Valley, Maher.
Clear Fork. Missouri Flats, and Grand
View Mesa have a total enrollment
of 110 pupils.

Two of the greatest needs of the
community are the improving of the
Black Mesa road and a resident phy-

sician.

Crawford's Handsome School House

No Better Place
For Dairying

Than This
The Crawford-Maher section offers

the best possibilities for dairying.

Tile best summer pasture in the near-

by ranges—so close; pure mountain
water no alkali; plenty of winter
feed is always available from our
ranches. A ready market for the pro-
duct is always at hand —a cash mar-
ket. too.

Being situated Inland, to some ex-
tent. the dairy cow offers the most

profitable business for the rancher.

There are hundreds of acres of good

land which can he developed in this
section for the raising of winter feed
for stock.

During the past few years many
of our people have found the milk
cow a source of great profit, bringing

in cash every week from the milk or

cream chock.
Those desiring to engage In this

business will do well to investigate

this section of Colorado.
Information in regard to dairying In

this section of Delta county will he
gladly furnished by either of the two
cream stations or any business man
in Crawford.

View of Sweet's General Merchandise Establishment.

Enterprising Town Has Splendid
School System; Churches and

Lodges Are Well Represented

The scenery around Crawford is
very picturesque- The Castle Range

in the distance has two rocky points

known as Cathedral and Castle Rock.

It gives a very pretty background to

the southeast. Snow can be seen

nearly every month in the year on

this range. Saddle Mountain is east

of town and it is about five miles to

the foot of it. It is so named owing

to its resemblance to a saddle. Needle
Rock is near Saddle Mountain and is

a high, sharp rock visible for many
miles. Cedar and pinon timber grow

in abundance throughout this locality
and are used for fuel and fencing. Coal
banks are within a day’s drive with a

team or a few hours hv truck.
The altitude of Crawford is 6.600

feet and we have a delightful climate
with much sunshine.

The population of the town is about
200. We have a fine seven-room

schoolhouse and the only high school
in this community, and a number of
pupils from the surrounding districts
attend it.

We have an enrollment of 12S pupils
and a corps of seven teachers. Our

school has been awarded a number of

prizes each year at the Delta County

Fair, also at the State Fair.
Tlie town has two churches. Metho-

dist Kpiscopul and Baptist. The M. E.
church has an annex consisting of

three rooms, which is one of the finest
things our town boasts of. as it af-
fords a place for all kinds of church
affairs and many school and commun-
ity gatherings. One room used for a

kitchen is equipped for cooking.

We have four fraternal orders. I. O.
O. F . Rebekahs. W. O. W.. and Neigh-

bors of Woodcraft, each with a good.

live membership. All of these hold

meetings in the Fluke Hall.
There are two merchants. Raymond

Zeldenthuis and F. It. Sweet & Co.,
each carrying a general stock and en-

joying a good trade. Their stores are
neat and attractive and their stock
fresh and complete.

There is one hotel in Crawford,

which is under the management of

Mrs. Chris Stone. It gives excellent
satisfaction and is well patronized.

Tom Sanderson and wife, who recently

purchased the hotel, took possession

January 1. and we predict the same
satisfactory service tinder the new pro

prietors.

There are two cream stations, each
doing a thriving business. The North
Fork Co-operative Creamery, with
headquarters at Hotchkiss, for which
Carl Simmons is agent at Crawford.
He handles on an average of 10.500
pounds of cream per month. The
other, the Mutual Creamery Company

of Grand Junction, with Henry Julius
as agent, handles 5,000 pounds per

month, making a total of 15.500 pounds

per month front the Crawford district.
Both agents pay cash when cream is
purchased. They also buy and pay

¦ cash for eggs. Mr. Julius sells the
j Primrose separator and does shoe and

harness repair on the side. Mr. Sim-
mons has a tonsorial parlor in addition
to his cream station.

Our flour mill is a farmers’ co-opera-

tive mill, known as the Crawford Mill-
• itig and Power Company, with a capi-

-1 tal stock of $25,000 and 500 shares. It

! is a 25-barrel mill of the Midget Mar-
vel make and is run by water power

i furnished by the Clipper ditch. It has
| a waterwheel 16 feet in diameter and

4 feet wide, sufficient for all purposes. :

It is also equipped with a gasoline

engine for emergency. The daily out-
put of flour is about 2.400 pounds and
about 800 pounds of bran. The flour,

known under the brand of Clipper

Flour, stands unrivalled. It is handled
by most of the dealers in the local
towns.

Crawford has a weekly newspaper,
known as The Crawford Chronicle,

which has a good circulation.
Our postoffice is in the third class

and handles considerable mail matter

for this kind of location.
Leslie J. Savage, cashier, and Burtis

Critchlow, assistant cashier of the
Crawford State Bank, after balancing

their books at the close of the 1922
business, have a total resource of
$103,000 and a total deposit of $85,000

cash on hand and exchange $48,000

All state banks are required to carry
a reserve of 20 per cent. The Craw-
ford bank has a little over 50 per cent

and does not owe a dollar for money

borrowed for the first time in many

j years. The people of Crawford and
vicinity are justly proud of this bank.

The Crawford theatre affords a place
for movie pictures, of which there are

one and two each week. It is also
used for dancing, basketball and en-

tertainments. It is owned by L. A.
Crisler and the W. O. W. lodge.

In the way of other business, we

have a good garage, two blacksmith
shops, two barber shops, and a billiard
hall.

Our drug store is as good as can be
found in any like community. H. E.
Welborn. the owner, being a licensed
druggist of thirty years’ experience.

His stock is complete, clean and up
to date. He also carries auto sup-

plies. books, dishes, toys, and many

\ other side lines. In the summer ice
i cream is obtained there as well as

, other delicacies.
While we have a daily mail service

i and telephone convenience, enterpris-

ing citizens are working for a radio
j station.

Delta County Bankers’ Association on Annual Picnic, Labor Day, 1922, on Black Mesa, Above Crawford and Maher.

Cattle On Drive at Cedar Point—Near Crawford.

Brief Sketches of Some of the
Very Earliest Crawford Settlers

Among Crawford’s first pioneers is

George H. Young, wWb drove in from

Canon City early in the year of 1881.
He first located within one-half mile
of his present home on Smith Fork.
He took out a ditch known as the
Young ditch, decree No. 1. for one

foot of water out of the Smith Fork:

Chas. A. Lemon came in when a

small boy with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. John Lemon, from Texas in ISS2.
They drove through with teams.

William and R. T. Fluke also came

in the year of ISSI. They packed in

from Gunnison and located first on

the ranch now owned by Everett Por-
ter in Smith Fork Canon near Craw-
ford. Mrs. William Fluke lnee Iva
Perry) came in with her parents. Mr.

and Mrs. Elisha Perry, from Virginia

in ISS4.

Harry Y. Duetsch and Paul Kreum-
ling packed in from Leadville in the
year ISS2. Kreumling located on Crys-

tal Creek and Duetsch on Smith Fork.
He and his brother, Fred, took out the
old Hice ditch, now known as the
Needle Rock ditch. Mrs. Deutsch
Louella Davis) came with her parents,

Mr. anti Mrs. Frank Davis, from Texas
in ISSB. They located on the Cotton-
wood.

William McMillan is another pioneer

of 1882. having come from Denver by

pack train and settled in the Maher
country.

Mrs. S. H. Porter (formerly Miss
Ora Cotton) came when a child with
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Cot-
ton. from Alpine. Colorado, to Hotch-
kiss in 1883, moving to the Crawford
vicinity a few years later.

John Hoseman packed in over the
old Indian trail from Gunnison in ISS3.
He first settled in the Maher com-
munity. Mr. Hoseman says they farm-
ed in those days as they could and
not as they would like to.

Olof Oleson came in from Gunnison,
Colorado, in 1884, packing his worldly
possessions on a burro. He located
on his present ranch on Crawford
Mesa.

Frank Robinson is another old-timer
of 'B4, coming from California.

Mrs. Lydia Yarnell and son, Frank,
are pioneers of 1885. They came from
Del Norte. Colorado, by team. They

located near the present town of
Crawford.

W. L. Savage and wife are also
1885 settlers. They immigrated from
the San Luis valley and located at
Maher on the ranch which he sold
about a year ago to Lieutenant Gov-
ernor R. F. Rockwell.

K. C. Collins and Martin Collins
came in from Virginia in 1886, Mr.
Collins returning the next year for his
family. They loeuted in the Clear
Fork country, where they still have

(Continued on Next Page.)

R. T. FLUKE

Blacksmith
Garage

Crawford Colo.


