
Brief Sketches of Some of the
Very Earliest Crawford Settlers

homes. Mahlon Collins came one year

later. He also located and still lives
in the Clear Fork district.

Swan Linman came in from Wiscon-
sin in 1886. After living in various

parts of the community he purchased
his present home on Crawford Mesa.

J. A. Filener and O. R. Sanderson
are 1887 pioneers. Mr. Filener and
family came from Cedarville. Kansas.:
with a team of mules and first settled
on the old Diamond Joe place in Smith
Fork Canon, later moving to their
present home on Crawford Mesa. Mr.
Sanderson and family came from
Crawford County. Kansas, locating on

Crawford Mesa.

D. B. Brown came in 1888 from La-
dora. lowa. He purchased the ranch
where he still lives in Onion Valley

from George Hall.

Richard A. Robinson also came in
1888. He drove through from Durham.
Kansas, and located on Missouri Flats.

Other pioneers who came here in j
the SO's and are still living in the
Crawford community are Robert Bar-
ton, Mrs. Sarah Trobaugh and Mrs.
Elizabeth Morrow. There are also
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several living in the vicinity who

came here or were born here during

the 80’s. Among these are Ord C.
Morrow. Roy and Gene Cotton. Jim

Sanderson, Luther and Clark Collins.
Vern Trobaugh, Frank Filener, Walter
Maher, Mrs. Tillie Fettinger and Mrs.

Ella Drexel (nee Maher), Mrs. Lillie
Frey (nee Collins) and Mrs. Hattie
Stoner (nee McMillan).

Among other pioneers who came to

the Crawford community early in the
SO's and helped to make one of the

finest countries to be found on the
Western Slope are Chris Kerr, Sam
Hartman and Celab Maher, who ar-

rived in 1881; Dan Mclntyre. ’B2. and
Mrs. Juritta Cotton. ’S3. They lived
and labored many years in this com-
munity, but later moved to Hotchkiss,

where they now reside.

The oldest inhabitants of the town

of Crawford are George T. Busby and
family, who came here from near Den-

ver in 1902, and have made their home
here since. Like some of the pioneers

of the 80’s, George also packed in
with a burro in the summer of 1902,

the family coming by rail later. Mrs.
Luella Stoner is the next oldest Craw-
fordite. having moved here in 1903
from the Clear Fork community.

The Black Mesa Road

The proposed new route of the
Black Mesa road would lower the road
from 800 to 1000 feet in elevation and
would give it a direct southern ex-

posure nearly all the way around the
point of Black Mesa. The proposed

new route is the only possible route

between the eastern and western

parts of the state that will open up

early enough and stay open late
enough to serve travel that goes over

the Cochetopa and Poncha passes.

The building of this new proposed

route around the point of Black Mesa
would be of great benefit to the entire
Western Slope. Not only will it be a

road for service, but it will be un-

surpassed for scenic beauty and moun-

tain grandeur. For a number of miles
this road will follow along the rim of
Black Canon, through which flows the
restless Gunnison river. Many tour-

ists who have travelled all over the
world say that the scenes of the Black
Canon and the Gunnison river from a

number of places on the proposed new

route of the Black Mesa road are un-

surpassed anywhere in the world.
Locating Engineer R. E. Cowden

submits the following concerning the
new route:

“Reconnaissance for betterment of
state road No. 46 across Black Mesa
in Gunnison and Montrose counties.
Colorado.

“The present road across Black
Mesa from Sapinero to the North
Fork of the Gunnison river at Hotch-
kiss is very poorly located and poorly

built, and was originally intended to

serve the sawmills and the tie cutters
on top of the mesa, and in order to
serve these industries they had to

climb to an altitude which makes this
rjad impassable in late fall and early

spring on account of snow.

“The most accessible passes and
the ones that are open the latest in

the fall and are the first opened in

the spring, between the eastern and
western parts of the state, lie at the
head of this route. But the present

road across Black Mesa and the on-

across Blue Mesa—on the opposite

side of the Gunnison river—cannot be
opened in the spring from four to six
weeks after the road is opened and
being traveled across the Cochetopa
and Poncha passes.

“The road across the Blue Mesa is

not susceptible of being improved to

the extent of making it available for
travel earlier in the spring or later

in the fall, due to its northern ex-
posure and the topography, there be-
ing a series of ridges extending to

the north over which the wind blows
the snow during the winter season

and piles it on the road in drifts of
from fifteen to twenty feet deep,

which retard the opening of the road

i in the spring and is a matter of con-

i siderable expense in clearing the road
every season.

“The only possible chance to get a

road through this country which could
be made passable at the time Coche-

topa and Poncha passes are open is a

road from Sapinero west above the
rim of Black Canon of the Gunnison
river, and below the top of Black
Mesa. This alone is not particularly

rough, consisting principally of earth
and small boulders which have eroded
from the higher country and formed
fairly flat slopes, across which a road
could be readily constructed, and
which for the greater part of its dis-
tance would lie directly towards the
south and would receive the full bene-
fit of the sun in melting the snow in

the spring.

“The first eight miles out of Sapi-
nero the line would follow the present

road more or less where it was prac-
tical, and all that would be necessary

I would be to widen the present road.
From Curicanti creek west an entire-
ly new road would have to be con-

structed for eighteen to twenty miles
to a connection with state road No.

46, about a mile west of its present
crossing of Crystal creek.

“The cheapest way to construct this
road would be by the use of steam j
shovels. While the greater part of j
the material would be classified as
common, it consists of many boulders
and is covered for the greater part
by a heavy growth of scrub oak.
which would make it hard to handle

with teams and scrapers.

“The drainage is not excessive,

there being only three small streams

to cross, any of which could be

spanned by a 30-foot bridge. There is

an abundance of red spruce on the
mesa and a sawmill to cut it. and
material for bridges and drains could
be secured at reasonable cost.

“By using a steam shovel and a

small outfit of teams, I figure this

road could be built for $150,000 to

$175,000. This new construction would

entail the building of from twenty-six

to twenty-eight miles of new road an 1
would be from 800 to 1.000 feet lev .

in elevation than the present road
The rise and fall would be slight and

the grades easy."

Scenic View From New Proposed Black Mesa Highway.

lack Canon of the Gunnison Which Can Be Seen From the New Proposed

Black Mesa Highway—ln Crawford-Maher Section.

Several Radios
Installed Here

Few cities of the size of Delta can
boast as many individual radio ap-

paratuses as can Delta. R, L. Stan-
ford and Herman Schulte installed the
first one at the Stanford residence,
while Charles Fulghum, Joseph Far-
mer, Lloyd Miller, John Arthur and
several others have since that time
rigged up outfits whereby messages
are caught from ail over the United
States within the radius fitted to their
instruments. It appears that wirelesß
outfits will soon be as much a part of
the family as the phonograph. Her-
man Schulte has made the coils for
several of the instruments now in
practical use in the city.

It Is indeed a pleasure to drop Into
any of these local stations and spend
an evening enjoying the lectures and
music furnished by the best talent of
the larger cities thousands of miles
away.

By the radio one hears tlie finest
tulent in the nation and within a very

short time a radio upparutus will he
as familiar u part of the home life as
the phonograph or the cook stove.

Adopt Resolutions
Urging The Black

Mesa Highway
As an evidence of the sentiment of

! the majority of Delta business men re-

¦ garding the Black Mesa road, the
j Chamber of Commerce, the Delta

; Lions Club and the Delta Rotary Club
I individually sent to Hon. Robert F.
! Rockwell, Lieutenant-Governor, and

j to Hon. A. J. Hotchkiss, Representa-
j tive. the following resolution:

“We do hereby heartily endorse
the Black Mesa route being a sec-

' tion of the Rainbow route and
i urge tuat everything be done iu

behalf of said route. We urge

that you use your influence and
energies to secure from the High-

I way Department all possible aid
in behalf of said route and espec-
ially secure, if possible, this year

location survey and at the earliest
possible date."

There is no question as to the feas-
ibility of this road and its advantages
over the Blue Mesa route. A great
portion of it is located on the sunny

side of the range, which would pro-
long the period during which it could
be used far beyond the other road

where snows w'ould prohibit travel
much earlier in the fall and later in
the summer.

The scenery is pronounced by those !
who have traveled equal to any they j
have seen and it is earnestly hoped '

that this road will be put in first class
condition and officially made a part
of the Rainbow route.

Britain Tries “Protection."

A war baby is the title given by a

Canadian official to the British safe-
guarding of industries act, when a

member of the British parliament
styled the measure a foundling. I'nder
this law the British board of trade
may impose duties of 33*1-3 per cent
upon nnv imports or articles to pr«e

tect British industries, the Nation's
Business explains. This duty has now-

been placed upon fabric gloves, glass-
ware for table use, glassware for light-
ing and aluminum and enameled cook-
ing utensils.

Corn More Valuable Than Currency.

Boxes of American grits are pass-
ing us currency in Georgia, Armenia,
Azerbaijan and the Russia of the Cau-
casus. The luborers of these coun-

tries will not take a job to be paid In
currency of the country, but UiO.oOo «.f
them are laboring earnestly on road-
building, farming and sanitation for

two and a half pounds of grits a week.
Tills is sa‘d to be worth more than a

basket of rubles.

Splendid View of Crawford's Methodist Church and Annex.

The friends and customers
of

The Crawford State Bank
are

delighted

over the
general improvement of the

affairs of

The Crawford State Bank

The directors and officers
of this bank

wish to
thank

every one who has favored
us either with their business

or good wishes.

W. B. Roe ----- President
Burtis Critchlow - - Asst. Cashier
Leslie J. Savage - -

-
- Cashier

Directors:
Arthur B. Critchlow, George L. Tracy,

W. B. Roe, Leslie J. Savage and
August Sundberg.

We pay Four Per Cent interest on Time Deposits

F. R. Sweet M. C. Sweet

F. R. SWEET & CO.
General Merchandise

Crawford. Colorado

14 Years in Business in Crawford.
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