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Farmers Suffer For
Want of Facilities

AllAgricultural Products Usually Sold
“Delivered."

Washington.- In opening the Senate
debate upon the merchant marine bill,

Senator Jones, of Washington, (hair-

man of the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, which has charge of the bill in
the Senate, devoted considerable at-

tention to the argument that the
American farmer does not need an

American merchant marine. In speak
ing on this point. Senator Jones said,

in part:

"There is a great deal of talk about
the farmer wanting to ship by the
cheapest transportation method, and
appeals are made to the farmer that

under present conditions British ship-
ping and other foreign shipping is the
cheapest, and it is asked of the farm-

er, “What difference does it make to
you so you get your products carried
in the cheapest way?”

"That may be all right in one year

That may have been all right during

the 25 years before the World War
IJut when the World War came, the
loss the American farmer sufTered in
one or two years more than over

balanced the cheaper rates he had re

reived for 25 years. He not only had
to pay the high rates received for con

veying his products, but he had to pay
his part of the $3,000,000,000 spent to

build ships. What happened to ship
rates'* I am going to read a summary

that Mr. McAdoo gave in an official
report which shows what the farmer
is up aguinet when he depends upon

foreign shipping in an emergency.”

Senator Jones quoted at length from
a report made to the United States
Senate by Secretary of the Treasury

McAdoo in response to a resolution of

the Senate when that body was con
sidering the question of appropriations

for the construction of a fleet of Amer-

ican ships. In that report Mr McAdoo
called attention to the fact that at the
outbreak of the European war in 1!? 14

there were only 15 vessels of 1,000

tons or over flying the American flag

and engaged in overseas (as distin-

guished from coastwise) commerce.

Mr. McAdoo’s report continued with
the comment:

‘‘Ata time when we have the most

to sell and customers abroad are eager

to buy, the fact that our ocean-carry-
ing facilities are in the hands of
others subject to war risks and con-

trolled by interests not our own, stares

us in the face. Were we dependent
today upon the facilities we ourselves
have for doing foreign trade, that
trade could not be carried. Our cot-

ton would lie idle in our warehouses
and our wheat and other crops would
rot in storage. We are forced to take
the chances of war and to ship in
belligerent bottoms. In shipping cir-
cles it is estimated that 50 per cent
of the total tonnage available has been
eliminated through the tying up of the
German and Austrian marine and
through the commandeering of such a
large portion of the British marine by

the admiralty. Not only has there
been a great reduction in the available
supply of tonnage, hut there has been,

on account of the large purchases of
war supplies and the great profits that
can he derived from shipments, a cor
responding increase in the demand for

ships. The inevitable result has been
a steady increase in steamship rates.

“It will he observed that the great-

est increase in rates and the heaviest

tax has been imposed upon the prod-

ucts in which the American farmer is
most concerned —namely, grain and
cotton. While the steamship com-
panies have imposed conscientiousless
taxes in the form of increased rates

on grain amounting to as much as 900
per cent, they have placed an even

heavier burden on cotton, where the

increase in rates is as high as 1.100
per cent.

“Grain, cotton and other commodi-
ties are usually sold ‘delivered’ at the
port of destination. When steamship
companies raise the cost of delivery

of grain from 6 cents to 60 cents per

bushel, it makes a vast difference in

the price the farmer receives for his

product. When ocean freight charges

on cotton are raised from $1.25 to sls
per bale, the price at which the
planter sells his cotton is seriously

reduced."
Mr. McAdoo with his report fur-

nished an exhibit which showed that

ocean freight rates increased 141 per
cent between July, 1914. and Decem-
ber. 1914, and that this increase cost
the American farmer and the Ameri-
can cotton grower the enormous sum
of $216,224,000, all of which was paid

to foreign ship owners.

Senator Jones read from another re-
port made to the United States Senate
by Carl Vrooman, Assistant Secretary

of Agriculture, during the Wilson ad-
ministration. Mr. Vrooman made his
report to the Senate in April. 1916. in
which he outlined what the farmer had
to gain by the construction of an

American merchant marine. Mr. Vroo-
man in that report, which is entitled
“The Farmer and the Shipping Bill,”
said:

“In the past the average farmer has
not considered a merchant marine
necessary to his happiness or his
financial welfare. Our farmers have
never been slow to make use of the
most up-to-date agricultural imple-
ments, of the automobile, or of the
tractor. N'or have they been at all
backward about fighting for what they

considered to be their rights in the
matter of railway freight rates. But
up to date most of our farmers, par-
ticularly in the middle west, have paid
little or no attention to their com-
mercial rights and requirements in

the way of ocean transportation. This
is not because the question is not to
them a vital one. but merely because
the facts about it have not been
brought to their attention.

Tf for any unforeseen reason Con-
gress should fail to take steps at this
session to provide the country with an
independent American merchant ma-

rine. it would pay the farmers of
America, and ‘pay them big.' to chip

in and build a merchant marine for
themselves. Our farmers could read-
ily afford to spend, not merely the
$50,000,000 called for by the pending

shipping bill, but $100,000,000. or even
$200,000,000, in such an enterprise. If

it were necessary, which it would not

he. they could run such ships at a
yearly loss of from 5 to 10 per cent
on the last-named sum and still profit

by the undertaking. In other words,
it is a fact capable of demonstration
that the most crying need of agricul-

ture in this country today is for an j
independent American merchant ma-
rine.

‘‘At the beginning of the war it cost
about 5 cents a bushel to ship wheat
from New York to Liverpool, but dur- J
ing the past few months it has cost j
over 40 cents. The rate is now 48 I
cents. At the beginning of the war it
cost about one-fourth cent per pound
to ship cotton across the Atlantic. To-
day it costs in the neighborhood of 3
cents a pound. Other products of our
farms and factories are paying similar
extortionate freight rates.

“As the world price of wheat is
determined by the law of supply and
demand and is established at Liver-
pool rather than at your local market
or mine, it is clear that if the cost of
ocean transportation were today 8
cents instead of 48 cents, the wheat
growers of this country would receive \
a substantial part of this difference in j
a higher price for their wheat. It is a |

! highly significant fact that on Feb- 1
I ruary 15, 1916. the cash price of No. 2 ;
1 hard winter wheat was 49 cents higher !
! in Liverpool than in New' York wTiile !
i on the same day the ocean freight |
I rate for wheat from New York to

i Liverpool was 47.9 cents.

With facts like this staring us in
the face it is not difficult to see the

close connection existing between
ocean freight rates and the price the j

j American farmer gets for his wheat
It is true that we are getting good
prices for wheat now, but as Liver-
pool is paying enormously higher

prices, there seems to be no good

reason for allowing the international
shipping combine to take advantage

of the crop shortage in Europe and
the ship shortage on the high seas to

boost freight rates 100 to 1.600 per
cent.

“This year we have the largest
wheat crop and one of the largest corn
crops in our history. If we had ade-
quate shipping facilities for carrying
our goods at reasonable rates to the
markets of the world prices of farm i
products would be so enormously in-
creased as to bring a net gain to our

farmers of over $300,000,000 on our
! wheat alone or our cotton alone,

i Moreover, even at present exorbitant
1 rates it is impossible to get ships in

which to transport to market a large

percentage of our products of farm j
and factory. Not only are all the !
docks and storehouses of our leading j
Atlantic ports glutted with goods, but 1
every important railway between the i
west and our seaboards has its ter-

minals so crowded with loaded cars j
that a practical railway embargo re- j
cently has been declared on further
grain shipments from the west.”

Senator Heflin of Alabama attempt- i
ed to belittle the argument of Senator j

Jones and discount the statements
quoted from Mr. McAdoo and Mr.
Vrooman by claiming the reason the
price of cotton declined was not the i
lack of ships, but because Great
Britain imposed an embargo on the
shipmajgt of cotton to Germany. Sen-
ator Jones did not have to answer

Senator Heflin, because that was done
immediately by Senator Underwood, j
Senator Heflin’s colleague from Ala- !

j bama. Senator Underwood said:
“Mr. President. 1 dislike to take

issue with my colleague, but the facts j
do not sustain him. During the sum-

mer of 1914 and up to October. 1914. ,

j c otton dropped from 14 cents a pound

to 5 cents a pound. Up to that time

j there had been no embargo issued. It
is true that it was said by all that
this condition was due to war condi-
tions. and we swallowed it. but we j
afterwards found out that war condi-1
tions stimulated the price of cotton.;

: and under war conditions it went from j
5 cents, to which it had dropped in
1914. to* 40 cents a pound, when we

; got transportation before the war was |
ended, so that it was not war condi-
tions that brought on that situation.
It was due solely and alone to the
fact that we did not have ships in
which to carry our cotton to the mar-

kets of the world. Of course. I agree

that later on there were other causes
that affected it, but up to October.'
1914. there was no cause in the world
except the diversion of the ships.”

Granting that the United States
! never becomes involved in another
war. the need for an American mer- j
chant marine remains quite as urgent
as though our nation might become
so involved. Upon this point Senator
Jones said:

"When the Boer war was on we

‘ were not a party to it. It was thou-
sands of miles away from us. Yet we
were dependent upon British ships for

the carrying of grain and other prod-
ucts of the farm to foreign markets.
What was the result? Because of the
demands of that war. British ships

were taken for war needs. That left
I fewer ships to carry the produce of
American farms, with the result that
the rates charged for the transporta-j
tion of the American farmers’ products i
went up and his prices went down.”
The Boer war. as Senator Jones show- j
ed, began in 1899. and immediately the
British began to withdraw merchant i
marine vessels from carrying Ameri- I
can farm exports to the transportation
of troops and supplies from Great
Britain to South Africa. The result
was a scarcity of shipping facilities
and an advance in shipping rates. The
rates upon grain and other American
farm products increased steadily from
July, 1899, until by the latter part of
1900 they were over 100 per cent
higher than when the Boer war be-
gan. This was all due to the fact that
our foreign trade was carried in Brit-
ish ships, and, as these ships were

withdrawn to assist the mother coun-
try in the prosecution of a war, our
foreign commerce suffered in propor-
tion.
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W,. arc not tho oldest nor arc we the youngest, but we do conduct the only gen-

ernl merchandise store in Delta where you cun fill all your wants in merchandise
from nil lines under one roof. Our reputation for quality merchandise with the
right price thrown in for good measure, has built up a business which we are justly
proud of.

Quality Plus Price Divided by Good Service —and the Answer is Satisfaction.
Anything in General Merchandise

E. W. STRONG COLORADO

COOK’S HARDWARE
Delta, Colo.

13th Year in Business

Try a Cash Store and Bank the Difference

F. D. HERRICK

Pocket Billiards, Cigars and Tobacco
AilKinds Soft Drinks

Delta, Colo.

DELTA FLORAL CO.
Delta Colo.

Sxu/itwtfJt^lotDeri
The oldest established Greenhouse business

in Delta County

E. P. Marsh, Prop.

C. D. ALLEN & SON
Jewelers and Opticians

Invite you to call and inspect their line of fine

Jewelry, Silverware and Diamonds

Delta Colorado

GEO. C. WILSON
Delta Colorado

Dealer in

SADDLES, HARNESS, HOOD and
MASON TIRES, AUTO SUPPLIES

Shoe and Harness Repairing

For Every Man,
Woman and Child
Who Has Writing

B
REMINGTON
PORTABLE

The Remington Portable is a capable, companionable,
individual typewriter, built for the use of the man in bis
business or profession, the woman in her home, the child
attending school—in fact for every man, woman and
child who writes.

It is the most compact of all writing machines. Fits in a
ease only four inches high. Like every Remington, it is
strong, speedy and durable, and turns out beautiful work.

AND MARK THIS: It lias the Standard Writing Key-
board with which you arc familiar—no shifting for
figures. Small as it is, the operation of a Remington
Portable is exactly like writing on a standard machine.
Just as easy, just as swift, just ns simple.

Price complete with case, $60.00

Olive M. Stearns
Local Representative

Delta, Colorado

Third Section, 1922 Review and 40th Anniversary Edition.


