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CEDAREDGE, ECKERT and AUSTIN SECTION

By BARL'G. HAMMOCK

Cedaredge and Sur-
face Creek Valley

[Cedaredge is located near the head
Of Surface Creek Valley, 16 miles from
Delta, the county seat, under the shel-
tering protection of Grand Mesa, and
Connected with the county seat by
good surfaced roads.

The population is better than 500,

Of which none are Mexicans, Negroes

or Indians.
jyjBusiness, institutions and organiza-

tions: Consolidated school; new $70,-

000 school building, with auditorium
•eating 750. and three rural busses;

Sate fish hatchery with capacity of
1,000.000 eggs; four churches. Com-
munity, Baptist. Catholic and Advent;

new Community church Just being Un-
filled at a cost of $30,000; fraternal
Orders well represented; electric-
lights. city owned water system which
extends down the valley; miles of
cement sidewalks. The town is not a

mushroom boom village, but a sub-
stantial. clean, live community which
is growing steadily, with a cause and
Justification of its gains. We have
athletic associations, a live Commer-

cial Club, band and orchestra, boys'

and girls* clubs. Cedaredge stock
judging team won Colorado, Wyoming
and New Mexico championship at Den-
ver In 1922. Two large apple packing

sheds erected this season to take
caro of the increased production of
fruit.

The soil Is for the most part a dis-
integrated volcanic ash. highly produc-

tive to all kinds of farming and adapt
ing itself well to irrigation. Fruit,

stock and dairying are the principal
ranching activities, although truck
farming, bees, poultry nnd grains are

shipped each year, and every variety

is raised excepting the tropical. Ideal
climate, fine alfalfa and blue grass

summer pastures makes the dairying

industry grow steadily each year.

Stock raising is attractive particularly

because of the 785.000 acres of forest

reserve range at our back door. Haw-

land Is still available and will produce
perfect stands of alfalfa the first year,

cutting three to five tons per acre

On the higher mesas the finest of seed
potatoes are grown, producing as high

as 200 sacks per acre.
The country slopes to the south and

west, and is a series of broad mesas

w-ith numerous streams and valleys
between. The water supply comes

from the 100 lakes and reservoirs of
Grand Mesa. It is sufficient and pure.

Natural resources and advantages:
There are eight coal mines from two

to eight miles from town, producing

coal at a low' cost of $1.50 to $3.50 per

ton at the mines. Fuel wood may be
had for the price of cutting and haul-
ing. Five hundred thousand feet of
saw timber was cut on the forest re-

serve last season. Clear, cold, moun-

tain water. These resources assure
permanent settlement and growth and
economic independence.

The climate is as neariv ideal as
possible in a country where there
must be four seasons. The winters
are mild—light snows, no wind and

plenty of sunshine. The summers are
unequaled for work or play; the alti-
tude guarantees cool nights and the
days are warm enough to assure fast

growth of plants. The autumn is a
riot of color in the hills and of labor
in the harvests.

The people as a whole are industri-
ous and contented, free from most of
the strife found in centers not so
fortunately situated. Cheap fuel and
water, well stocked cellars and the
steady income from cow and hen and
fruits make the necessities assured
even for the smallest ranches.

It is only an hour and a half car

ride to the great country called Grand
Mesa, where recreation may be in-
dulged in to your heart’s content
Hunting. hiking. boating, fishing,
camping, all may be enjoyed to the
fullest extent. More that’. 5.000 cars

visited the mesa last year; hotels and
cabins are provided for those who
wish to stay indefinitely. You owe it

to yourself to visit this valley if you
come to the Western Slope.

A COAL MINER
“My father. J N. Fickes, came in

1885 to look over the coal proposition
here,” said Frank M. Fickes. “and in
1886 he begun building a road to Hol-
lins mine, which is now operated

under the same name. I came in
1887 and went to work on the road,
completing it and the mine opened

that year. 1 have been engaged in the
coal business here most of the time
since. I have resided at Coalby since
1894.”

The Cedaredge
Fish Hatchery

This establishment was built in
1916 with an appropriation of $2500.

It is supported out of the cash fund
from the State Fish and Game Depart-

ment and no other appropriations
have been made.

The Hatchery is located in Cedar-
edge and has a capacity of 2,000,000

eggs annually. The cost of mainten-
ance is less than $2000 a year.

This hatchery furnishes rainbow,

native and brook trout fry annually,
aggregating about 1,500,000 and sup-
plies all the streams in this vicinity

of the Western Slope.

Fifty per cent of the eggs are taken
at the hatchery and the other fifty

per cent from Grand Mesa Lakes.
The hatchery is in charge of Superin-

tendent O. C. Peterson, Deputy Game

Warden.

MARTHA J. PETER-
SON CAME EARLY

Mrs. Martha J. Peterson is one of
the first inhabitants of the Cedaredge

country, coming to Cedaredge in 1881,
and with her husband pre-empting a

claim. There were 40 acres in the

home and this has been subdivided, a
portion of it being made into lots for
the town of Cedaredge. Mrs. Peterson
raised a family of eight children
there and Mrs. Chas. Aldridge, who
was Eva Peterson, was the first white
child born there. Another son was
Otto C. Peterson. Deputy Game War-

den and Supervisor of the Fish Hat-
chery at Cedaredge.
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AUSTIN IS A VERY IMPORTANT
SHIPPING POINT FOR THE MESA

Austin is the geographical and most
practical shipping point for all the
Surface Creek section. Hundreds up-
on hundreds of cars of fruit and pro-
duce are shipped from this point ev-
ery year; besides, every shipment for
the nearby towns is billed to Austin.

It is a most interesting point in the
fall of year. With nearly every farmer
having a truck the town is crowded
from early morning until very late
at night.

Mrs. Lilah Artibee
Relates Her Early

Day Experiences

The following story we obtained re-
cently from Mrs. Lilah States-Artibee.
one of the first Delta county girls.

She is a daughter of the late Rev. and

Mrs. States.
“When we came to Delta my uncle.

Herbert Castle, brother to Newton
Castle, met the States family at the
depot, the family consisting of my
father, mother, two brothers and my-

self. They met us with a team of
mules and we were taken from the de-
pot to the river where the North

Delta bridge is now. My father paid

25c to the man in charge to take the
family, mules and wagon across the!
Gunnison river as there was no
bridge. We crossed on the ferry boat.

“We took up 160 acres at Eckert
which afterwards we sold, the Fisher
property there being a portion of the
old place. Father was a minister and
was away a large portion of time and
my mother and brothers had to farm
the little place. We three children re-

ceived our education in the Delta
schools, and then went away and

completed our education in other
places. At present time we own our

home in Delta. Ever since we moved
here in 1886 we have been property

owners in Delta county. My father
passed away in October 1917 and my

mother October 28, 1922. They al-
ways called Delta county their home
side he managed to get across the

and they are laid to rest in Delta ;
county.

“At one time father had an ap-
pointment at Crawford to hold ser-

vice. The North Fork river was high ,
and there were some cowboys on one

side and father on the other. He
shouted across to them, got together
some rafts and went out on the swol-
len stream, ns he was accustomed to
riding logs in Michigan in logging
camps when a boy, and with the as-
sistance of the cowboys on the other
river and meet his appointment at

Crawford that evening promptly for
service.

“The Indians were just driven out
before we came.

“Father’s sister came to Delta coun-
ty before there was a railroad and
came down the Black Canon riding a

burro, she on one and the two babies
on another, riding in boxes. On my
father’s old place at Cedaredge there
is a little hill and to this day there is
an old Indian wigwam which remains
standing.”
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Cedaredge Has
Excellant Schools

Though having only a comparative-
ly small community from which to
draw, the Cedaredge schools rank
foremost in the schools of the State
in progressiveness; in efficiency and
in up-to-date equipment. In 1921 the
Cedaredge school district erected a

l high building at a cost of SIOO,OOO,
1 which has all the features of the

: most modern school building. The
best instructors to be found have
been secured for not only the grades

but bight school department as well.
Cedaredge is an accredited school.
It has an organized student council
composed of one student member and
one far dty member elected from each
class, w.th the principal of the high
school as chairman. The object of
this council is to govern and control

itschool activities participatted in by

the school as a whole and to super-
vise such others of the classes as it

: may see fit.
Clyde Jackisch of the Cedaredge

¦ Drug Co., has given a silver trophy
[ cup to the school to be used in inter-

, class contests. The following mat-

ters are considered in the contests:
Debates.
Oration.
Declamation.
Impromptu

Spelling.
Piano.
Voice.
Orchestra.
Basket ball.
Baseball.
Track meet.
Courtesy Campaign.

Attendance.
Punctuality.
Scholarship.

HILGERT OPENS A
CIGAR FACTORY

In addition to having on Surface
Creek Mesa good land; good water
rights, both for domestic and irriga-

tion purposes, they have an up-to-
date cigar factory in charge of an en-
perienced cigar cigar maker, whose
postoffice is Cory, Colorado. F. J.
Hilgert came into Delta during the
year and. after considerable investi-
gation. decided that Orchard City of
fered to him as good advantages as
any town would and. therefore, de-
cided to establish his Western Slope
cigar factory at Cory.

While his products are new. yet his
quality and quick deliveries, are be-
ing appreciated by the consumer and
retailer. It is Mr. Hilgert's intention
to build up a large institution at Cory

and with the encouragement which
he has received, he is firmly of the
opinion that it can be done.

INVESTIGATE THIS SECTION
The Surface Creek Section offers

many opportunities to the settler who
desires to get into a profitable busi-
ness. Dairying is perhaps the best
proposition, as for the amount of capi-
tal required it brings in a steady and
profitable income every week in the
year. Many farmers in this part of
Delta county have demonstrated that
dairying is profitable.

Antelope Hill Orchard Belonging to Stockham Bros.

A Beautiful Peach Orchard Near Cedaredge

Cedaredge Community Church

Dairy Cattle Are Numerous Here

Consolidated School, Cedaredge, Colorado

CEDAREDGE:
SITUATED NEAR THE UPPER END OF THE SURFACE CREEK VALLEY IX DELTA
COUNTY. COLORADO. UNDER THE SHELTERING PROTECTION' OF GRAND MESA

PRINCIPAL CROPS: Fruit. Alfalfa,
Cattle, Hogs and Dairy Products.

CLIMATE: The Best in a State al-
ready Famous.

NATURAL RESOURCES: Coal and

Timber plentiful and cheap. Water
supply sufficient and pure.

BUSINESS: All lines well repre-
sented.

IMPROVEMENTS: New $75,000.00

School and three rural Busses. A

$30,000.00 Community Church is
nearing completion and new resi-
dences under construction. Elec-

tric light plant and high pressure
water system. Public camp ground

for tourists.

RECREATION: Grand Mesa, with
100 lakes amply supplied with

trout, is at the valley's door, and
is the mecca of thousands of tour-

ists each summer.

WE NEED and have ample room for
more practical farmers and dairy-
men. .

WRITE the secretary or any of the
directors for further Information.


