
Beautiful Garnet Mesa

One of the nicest ranches in the
county is Mountain View, owned by

L. \V. Sweitzer & Co. and located
about two miles south of Delta on the
edge of Garnet Mesa. This place con-

sists of 160 acres, of which 110 acres

are under cultivation. It was pur-

chased by Mr. Sweitzer about 1895 or

1896. at which time the entire ranch
was planted to alfalfa. Under Mr.
Sweitzer’s management all of the pres-

ent improvements have been added
until now the ranch is one of the
most beautiful and up to date in the
valley.

Ihe improvements, consisting of

two modern dwelling houses, one la-
bor house, two large packing houses.
32x60 and 32x80 feet; a storage cellar
with capacity of four carloads, an in-

terest in the Sage community cellar,
ample and up-to-date stables, gran-

aries, chicken houses, where 200 thor-
oughbred White Wyandotte chickens
are housed, anti hog pens have all
been carefully planned and well built.

From 150 to 250 hogs are fattened
on the ranch every winter, some of
which are raised on the ranch while

others are bought up in the fall. In
this way all surplus and unmarketable
products are used up and waste is

eliminated.
Fruit is the fundamental crop. The

ranch contains about 40 acres of fine,
well kept apple orchards, where
Grimes Golden, Jonathan, Gano,

Winesap and Roman Beauty varieties

are grown. About two acres of El-
berta peaches and several acres of
cherries, plums, prunes, grapes and
berries produce an abundance of early

fruit each year.

Twenty to thirty acres or alfalfa
hay. yielding about four tons per acre,

furnish a large share of feed for the
stock. The remainder of the ranch is

divided into lots of approximately ten {
acres, where choice seed grains and
potatoes are grown. Regular rotation
of crops is practiced, no certain crop

being planted in the same lot two
years in succession. About 1,000 1
sacks of certified Irish cobbler pota-

toes. 10 acres registered Kanred
wheat. 10 acres White Russian oats,

and 10 acres Minnesota Thirteen corn

are grown each year and held entirely,

for seed. The Kanred wheat and the
corn average about 50 bushels per

acre while the White Russian oats run

60 to 75 and weigh around 43 pounds
to the bushel. The potato growth is
stopped as soon as the potatoes reach
a size suitable for seed, so that while
the stand is usually very good, the
yield, in sacks, does not run so high.

Eight big horses and a Cleatrac
caterpillar tractor do all the farm
work. No extra, idle stock is kept to

be fed and thus be a liability to the

ranch. Everything is planned for

highest efficiency at minimum cost.
Only two feet of water is required

for irrigating the entire ranch, which

« lies under the Gunnison tunnel pro-
¦ ject.

1 The ranch is at present being run
! by Morgan Sweitzer on a co-partner-

' ship lease, which Mr. Sweitzer be-
; lieves is the plan by which all ranches

¦ must eventually be leased.

1 The J. E. Odom ranch is situated
¦ about three-quarters of a mile east of

Delta. The past year Mr. Odom pick-

-1 ed about 16,000 pounds of cherries,
! cultivated 15 acres of alfalfa which

: produced around 60 tons of hay. raised
250 purebred Ancona and Buff Orping-

' ton chickens and cultivated 2Lj acres

¦ of corn which yielded 250 bushels.

Mr. Odom tells us that for the pasi

two years he has been highly com pi i
‘ mented on the quality of his cherries

by the managers of the canning fac-

tory to whom he marketed them. H<
attributes his success to the way in

which he keeps his orchard. Unlike
many growers, he allows the weeds to
grow until he is almost ready to pick

his cherries, when they are cut down
and left on the ground to rot. A fine
mulch has collected over the entire
orchard. This. Mr. Odom says, keeps

i the sun away from the little feeder
i roots that come near the surface and

that in a clean orchard are killed. By

1 keeping plenty of water on the or-

, chard much value is obtained from
i the mulch as a fertilizer. Mr. Odom

never pastures his orchard, as stock.

he says, soon packs the ground near

the surface and in this way kills the

surface feeder roots and greatly dam-
ages the trees.

C. A. Moeller’s home, located one
mile east of Delta, has about 9V& acres

in cultivation. The past year one

acre was planted in potatoes yielding

100 sacks, 2V* acres were planted in
beets yielding 11 tons per acre, one-

fourth acre was planted in onions
yielding 30 sacks, 3Ms acres are in

apple orchard which produced over 18
tons of Gano and Jonathan apples,

and one-fourth acre of cherries which

produced 2.500 pounds. Mr. Moeller
produced 1,500 gallons of milk from
two cows and has three dozen pure-

bred White Leghorn chickens.

The Nels Friberg farm is situated
about one and a half miles east of
Delta. Mr. Friberg has about seventy
cherry trees and 1,000 apple trees,
from which he picked 8,000 pounds of
cherries and 4,300 boxes of apples hist
year. On the same farm he picked

2.000 pounds of apricots and 2.000
pounds of peaches, and raised 100
purebred Barred Rock chickens He
has six purebred jersey cows, four of
which he is now milking; two nice
four-year-old Percheron mares and
four thoroughbred Duroc Jersey sows.

The Will George farm is located
about one and a half miles east of

Delta. The past year it produced
about 8,000 pounds of cherries, 1.000
boxes pears, 5,000 boxes Jonathan.
Gano and Roman > Beauty apples,
1,000 sacks potatoes, 150 bushels of
corn and 250 bushels of wheat.

The T. A. Hazelett tract, consisting

of 35 acres, is situated one and three
quarters miles northeast of Della. The
past year seven acres were in pota-

toes yielding 150 sacks per acre; five
acres were in alfalfa, yielding in all
20 tons; 15 acres are in Jonathan.
Roman Beauty and Grimes Golden ap-

ples, which produced 3,500 boxes.
Mr. Hazelett picked 250 boxes of

Elberta peaches. 9,000 pounds cherries
and has 150 Rhode Island Red and
White Leghorn chickens.

Well Loaded Tree of Apples—Delta County, Colorado.

Delta’s $50,000.00 State Armory, Built During the Past Year.

Strawberries are Valuable Crop—Many Growers Do Well in This Pursuit

Community Rooms
The Delta community rooms are lo-

cated on the second floor of the
Mathers building over the Mathers
Dry Goods Store. They are used for
public gatherings of all kinds and

serve the people of the community in
many other ways.

(’hildren from the public schools
use them a great deal to play basket
ball and carry on other forms of
sports. On holidays ami in evenings

the number of children who gather

there is very large and under the
care of Miss Mower, who is secretary

of the community rooms their sports

are clean and wholesome.
Under the auspices of the commun-

ity room ladies, fortnightly dances

and monthly parties are given for

high school students. The dances are

held in the Elks hall which was do-
nated for that purpose but the parties

are held in the community rooms.

These parties and dances are open

to all Delta high school students.
On Tuesday night the ladies gym-

nasium class meets there from seven-
thirty till eight-thirty. The first half
hour is taken up with regular gym

nasium exercises, while the l ist half

is given over to basket ball This
class is open to all women and has
no fee attached. The working girls

especially enjoy it and obtain a great
deal of physical training and diversion
from it.

Women’s sewing classes, supervised
by Miss Mower, meet in the rooms
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons

The women hold classes in millinery
Tuesday and on Thursday take up

dress making. A slight fee of ten j
cents a lesson is paid by members of ]

these classes to cover the cost of run-

ning the electric machines, irons and
so on.

Over and above all this the com-
munity rooms have a wide range of
uses. All of the democratic rallies
and one republican rally were held in

them last fall. SeveraP clubs and so

eieties such as the Fish and Game

Club, the Lions Club and Rotary

Club, the American Legion and the
Chamber of Commerce meet there

They serve as rest rooms for country

people and for passengers between
trains.

Every Saturday afternoon the con
munity rooms are turned into st<>

rooms for the women’s exchange
this exchange are sold all sorts
foods, such as bread, doughnuts, p

try. cakes ami many other thin
cooked by the women of the comm
itv. All kinds of sewing and fan
work are also sold here. Fifteen j
cent of the proceeds received by •

exchange is used to buy equipmei
gymnasium supplies and dishes :
the rooms.

The average cost per month
maintaining the rooms is about $]

which includes lights, coal, rent, j

itor’s fees and the secretary’s salar
About S6O per month of this is

talned in regular monthly rent

from tin* L!cn« and Rotary dubs •

American Legion and the chamber
Commerce. The remainder is rai
by fees from societies and organ

tions who rent the rooms for so.
or meetings and by subscription fr
the business men. Miss Mower t-

us that nearly every business man

Delta subscribes to this fund and tl
they are all very much interested
the welfare of the community ro.

and nearly everyone feels that tl
are a valuable asset to the city

PURE MOUNTAIN WATER AND

FINEST SOIL IN THE COUNT

The valleys and mesas in I>«
county offer many attractive featu:
to the prospective settler. Our pn

mountain water, deep fertile soils
a combination which can not be equ

led anywhere In the United State
The very highest class of citizen

ship and fine schools and church-
are some of advantages of living

Delta county in preference to oth*
section of the country.

To the person who wants to try an

is progressive, come t<» Delta count >

Yes! We Raise Corn—J. M. McCune of Redlamls
Mesa says he raised some of the finest corn lie ever saw

in 1922; six and a quarter acres averaging H(i bushels In

the acre, lie also shipped thirteen carloads of apples the
past season.

White Eagle Service Station
Corner 2nd and Main Street

HI GRADE GASOLINE
QUALITY LUB OILS

AND

Juanita Coal
Wholesale and Retail

GUDGEL-MATNEY, Dealers
Both Phones Delta, Colorado
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