
Eckert and Surface Creek

By C. A. BOWLE
Surface Creek Mesa, located north-

east of Delta, is recognized by all

familiar with Delta County as one of
the most productive and desirable
parts of the Western Slope of Colo-
rado. Watered by Surface creek and
its tributaries, having its head on

Grand Mesa, and by water from a
great system of reservoirs, the land
brings forth great crops of alfalfa,
corn, small grain, potatoes, small
fruits, and the orchards produce ap-

ples and peaches the equal of any

grown. The many natural advantages

combine to make the mesa one of

attractive and prosperous homes.

The village of Eckert is located
some twelve miles northeast of Delta
on the main surfaced road leading to
Cedaredge, which extends the full
length of the mesa, making communi-
cation with the outside world and the

movement of farm products a much
simpler matter than it was a few

years ago before the advent of motor

trucks and good roads. An excellent
twelve grade school system, employ-

ing eight teachers, centers at Eckert,
where the high school with an enroll-

ment of sixty-five pupils is situated.
Mail is received daily by the stage

and the Eckert postoffice is a very

busy place, handling a large volume
of both first class mail and parcel
post packages.

A. L. Reynolds conducts a general

merchandise business which attracts

patrons from miles around. His stock
is always complete and offered at

prices which have enabled him to
compete with merchants of neighbor-

ing towns. Mr. Reynolds also oper-

ates the Surface Creek Creamery,

where the “Mountain Maid” and
Grand Mesa Gold brands of butter are

manufactured. The quality of the but-
ter is unsurpassed, being made from
first quality cream in a strictly mod-

ern creamery’, which is a model of

neatness and cleanliness. About 4,000
pounds of butter per month are manu-

factured. At the close of the year

1922 the creamery was paying 43 cents
per pound for butter fat, and through
the agency of the creamery many hun-
dreds of dollars are finding their way

into the pockets of the farmers. Many’
people believe that Surface Creek
Mesa will one day be a great dairy
country. This development like many
others must await the improvement

of the railroad transportation situa-
tion, in order that Western Slope but-
ter may find a place in the markets of

the country and compete with that
from other sections.

The Masons, Odd Fellows. Rebekahs i
and Woodmen of the World are rep-

resented at Eckert with strong and
active lodges. They find a meeting

place in the hall owned by the I. O
O. F. of Eckert.

There are two churches at Eckert.
The Baptist church is at present un-

der direction of Rev. McGlashan and
is carrying on active work. Rev. J. A.
Hunsicker is pastor of the Presby-

terian church. The building is built
from moss rock gathered by people
of the community from neighboring
hillsides, most of the labor of collect-
ing material and constructing the
building done by volunteers. The
basement is equipped with a kitchen

where church or community' dinners
may he served, and is also suitable
for use as a gymnasium and for enter-

tainments of various kinds. The audi-
torium is used for religious services
and has a large seating capacity. A
place the size of Eckert is indeed for-

tunate in having a building equipped
to meet so many needs. It has been
made possible by the vision and
energy of Mr. Hunsicker and his un-
tiring efforts to bring it about.

W. N. Plantz, a skilled mechanic,
operates a blacksmith, wagon and
horseshoeing shop and enjoys a lib-
eral patronage from the people of the
community.

The road work of Commissioners

District No. 2 is directed from the

county garage located at Eckert,

where the motor trucks and road ma-
chinery are kept. Several men find
steady employment in road work. The
improvement in roads and bridges dur-
ing the past ten years has been grati-

fying. especially since the gravelling
began two or three years ago.

A community ciub, having as its ob-
ject the promotion of the spirit of co-
operation in the social and business

affairs of the community, has been or-
ganized. A community Christmas pro-

gram was arranged and caried on by

the club and was successful Thought-

ful people generally believe that in co-
operation lies the solution of many of
the farmer’s present day problems.

People have to learn to work together,
just as they have to learn other things,

and a community club provides the
means by which this learning inuy be
acquired.

In addition to the Star Mail Route,
which serves Cory, Eckert and Cedar-
edge, a rural route leads from Austin
across Surface Creek Mesa to a point

three miles north of Eckert, returning
to Austin byway of Tongue Creek
valley.

Some years ago a part of the mesa
from Eckert south was Incorporated
in what is known as Orchard City for
the purpose of voting bonds to build a

pipe line to supply domestic water to
the homes of the vicinity. As a result
the pipe line has been in use almost
without an hour's interruption for al-
most eight years. The water is ob-
tained through the mains of the Cedar-
edge water system, coming from Sur-
face creek above that town and filter-
ed through a gravel filter before enter-
ing the pipes. The quality and purity
of. the water is excellent and the fall
of the pipe, following the contour of
the country, gives ample pressure. It
is difficult indeed to estimate the value
of this pipe line to the people it

serves. It makes possible modern
! country homes without the great ex-

J pense of individual water pressure
plants, thus reducing the drudgery of
the farm home, where so great an
amount of work inevitably falls to the
lot of the housewife.

! Coal of excellent quality for domes- j
tic use may be obtained at the local |
mines located at the foot of Grand
Mesa at a cost of s:i per ton. Wood

for kindling may be had for the haul-
ing among the cedars of the foothills.
Thousands of head of cattle find sum-

mer range on the Grand Mesa, coming

down in the winter to convert Surface
Creek hay into beef and dairy prod-
ucts.

The extreme lower end of Surface

Creek Mesa is famous for its beautiful
homes, productive orchards and fertile
fields. At Cory is located a postoffice
and store, conducted by Mr White-
side. Just north of Cory is the Mound
school, a neat brick edifice where
eight grades are taught. East of Cory
is located the famous Fairview school,
rated by the State Superintendent as
a “Superior School,” maintaining high

standards of scholarship and dis-
cipline. Three teachers are employed
in the eight grades, and pupils leave
the eighth grade fully prepared to
enter high school and do creditable
work.

On this part of the mesa an active
community club has been working for
the past year. Individuals working to-
gether in organizations of this kind
and organizations in turn working

with similar organizations will in time
bring about a unity of action among

the producers of the county which will
be of great benefit to the county and
the state.

Austin, situated on the North Fork
branch of the world famous D. & It.

G. W. railroad, Is the shipping point

for all the products of the orchards
and farms of Surface Creek Mesa.
Here are located general stores, a
bank, a lumber yard, a beet loading
station and several warehouses con-
ducted by firms handling fruit and
potatoes. Hundreds of cars of farm
products are billed from Austin each
year.

The people of Surface Creek Mesa
have felt keenly the crisis which has
confronted the agricultural industry
of the country during the past two or
three years. They realize keenly the
handicap suffered by reason of poor
railroad facilities, high freight rates
and the great distance intervening be-
tween them and the large markets of
the country. Rut at such a time per-
haps it is well to take stock of the
advantages enjoyed. The great di-
versity of crops raised assures the
people of an abundance of wholesome
food at the cost of a reasonable
amount of labor and foresight. The
pipe line brings pure mountain water

to the door, which may be had for the |
turning of a faucet and the payment j
of a reasonable monthly rental. The !
orchards provide delicious fruit for all
occasions. Cheap coal and wood as- j
sures warmth for all. Telephones and
automobiles make communication and j
intercourse with the outside world
easy. Excellent churches provide re-
ligious training and the opportunity •
for worship of God. The schools !
bring educational advantages to the
children and in these institutions the j
opportunity for service is unbounded.
Fraternal organizations and commun-

ity clubs care for the social activities
of their members and add much to the
possibilities of a life. Neighboring

mountains furnish inviting fields for
recreation, and by just simply being
there, towering in their majesty above
the valleys, are a constant source of
inspiration. All these things sur-

rounded by the unequalled Colorado
climate, warmed by the brilliant Colo-

rado sunshine, lead one to believe that
the people of Surface Creek Mesa are
fortunate indeed.

In the future lie many things pos

Bible of accomplishment By working
together economic conditions may be
benefitted. Better schools may be had
by means of consolidation. Water
power sites may be developed and
made to furnish light ami power at a

reasonable cost to every home in the
valley. It is even conceivable that by

united effort the people of the West
ern Slope may have at some time in
the future a railroad worthy of the
name.

Fairview School Near Austin

Community Church at Eckert

Ranch Home of George Reshaw Near Cory

SURFACE CREEK MESA

RECEIVED FIRST SETTLERS

Many of the pioneers of the county,
the boys of 1881 and 1882, tell of the
very first settlers to come into Delta
county. The Surface Creek Mesa was
among the first to be inhabited. Some
of them are still here, ami have added
wonderfully to its upbuilding.

EDELWEISS FARMERS’ UNION
Restaurant Cream station

Through Your Stomach Honest Weight
to Your Heart. Accurate Test
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* Lawrence Rinehart,
Cedaredge, Colorado Manager

CEDAREDGE FEED STORE
KITCH BROTHERS

Retail Dealers in
Flour, Feed, Salt, Poultry Foods and Rcm-

dies. Oils and Kerosene.
Wholesale Dealers in Coal

CEDAREDGE, COLORADO
•

THE LITTLE CASH STORE
C. NEWMAN, & CO.

Shoes and Repairing
Nothing but All-Leather Shoes sold here

Cedaredge, Colorado

CEDAREDGE HARDWARE CO.
Dealers in

General Hardware, Paints, Oils, Wagons
and Farm Implements
Cedaredge, Colorado
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The Surface Creek Creamery A. L. Reynolds

Company Eckert. Colorado
Manufacturers of Mountain General Merchandise
Maid and Grand Mesa Gold We carry a complete line of

Rmnrlc: Fancy and Staple Groceries. Hardware,
ciIlU& Dry Goods. Clothing, Boots, Shoes.

A pasteurized product made from pure
sweet cream. Creamery is located at Eckert We Cell! SUpply the HeCeSScll’Y re-
in the center of the fertile Surface Creek Val ±1 n
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ley, one of the best dairying sections In Colo- QUII ClTientS OI the FaiTH cind
r! “l" Home—Visit our Store

CEDAREDGE LUMBER CO. ™„

Evcrvlliii'i! in lug Material; Haw Mill and Planing Mill In Connection.
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