
Beautiful Grand Mesa Lakes Are An
Ideal Summer Resort; In Delta County

Nothing so stirs the desires of man-
kind to get out and enjoy the great

out-of-doors as the kodak pictures and
movies of the great winter sports of
skiing, snowshoeing, and skating. In
winter sports the physical joy of liv-
ing is at its height; there is no dozing

on the lake front, no lounging in the
open-air soft drink parlors, none of
the languor that goes with the sunny j
beach scenes—everything is vigorous. !
healthful action, games that try the ;
alacrity and strength of men and ,
women, young and old.

You long for an opportunity to en-
joy those wintry sports, but feel that

you have neither time nor money to
journey the long distance necessary to
join with the arctic merrymakers.

Just listen to this, and see if your

blood doesn’t tingle with joy. Forest
Supervisor Ray Peck ,in answer to the
suggestion of Forest Ranger Basham
of the Mesa Lakes district, proposes
the establishment of a winter resort
on Mesa Lakes which will equal any

in the United States in every point,

and in numerous ways surpass them
all. You can motor to within less

than a mile of the skiing, skating and i
snowshoeing in your cozy closed car ;

within three or four hours, put on your

snowshoes and hike to the cabins
within a few minutes, and then you

are ready for the fun. If you care for
week-end outing you may enjoy it the
same as you have enjoyed so many
Sunday fishing trips to the lakes.

Country Is Ideal.
Ranger Basham declares it would be

‘ impossible to find a place better suit- I
ed to winter sports than Mesa Lakes. |

j Perfectly sloped skiing hills lead down J

to the flat surfaces from just south of
the lakes, and because of their north

slope remain covered w'ith a good

coating of snow long after the roads
have become dry and good motoring

in the spring.
Ranger Basham and a group of peo-

ple have laid out a number of home
sites to be leased to all who care for
them next spring at a small figure—-

perhaps sls a year for a long-time

lease —requiring only the erection of a

sightly and appropriate cabin by the
lessee. The government road will
then be completed to the lakes and

dozens of cabins erected by those who
love the beauties of Rocky Mountain
retreats.

Summer and Winter.
With the new forest road to Mesa

Lakes due for completion next spring

this group promises to be the leading

summer and winter resort in western

Colorado. If future popularity war-

rants machinery can be obtained to
keep the road open to the lakes all
winter, and as the Pikes Peak Ocean-
to Ocean highway is now open all win-

ter over Tennessee Pass, it would
, draw an ever increasing tourist trade

to this part of the state.

Ranger Sucher and a group of peo-

ple from the Mesa section, including

j the school teachers of that district,

six in number, are arranging now for
a skiing party in the hills south of

Mesa Lakes, which is to be held some

time late in the winter, or early in
the spring. They hope to get a suf-
ficiently large group of people inter-
ested to show them the wonderful pos-

sibilities of the region.
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FIRST WOMAN TO
LOCATE IN COUNTY

Prominent among those to whom
the call of the wild and wooly West
proved irresistible were Mrs. Rose
Pifer and her husband, Nelson Pifer.
Mrs. Pifer claims the distinction of
being the first white woman to settle
in what is now Delta county and at

that time there was but one Indian
woman in the neighborhood.

Mr. and Mrs. Pifer came to this sec-
tion in 1882. They came direct to
Denver from Pennsylvania, taking the
train to Buena Vista, thence to Wes-
ton and then to St. Elmo. After a
very short stay there they came by
wagon and team to the western slope
and established a claim near Ward
creek where they made their home
for a number of years. Pifer died in
1889 and his widow, with her sister,

Mrs. Mary V. Walker, who with her
husband came in 1887, still make their
home in Delta on Meeker street. Mr.
Walker died eight years ago. The
Pifers moved to Delta in 1888.

There were no game laws affecting

this part of the domain at that time
and Mrs. Pifer recites that she and
her husband lived on wild game, chief-
ly venison. She says when they went
to the field to work they left the lower
half of the door closed and the upper
half open to admit air. The door was

made in two sections for that purpose,,
and by closing the lower half they
kept the hogs out of the house, for |
they were not members of that family

who were Irish and “fed the pig in
the parlor, for it was Irish, too.”

Deer were plentiful and Mrs. Pifer
says her husband could steady his
shotgun on the top of the lower door
and bring down his supply of venison
at any time.

Reviewing some of her early asso-
ciations, Mrs. Pifer, whose mind at 75
is as keen as it was at 35 when she
came to this country, mentions a num-
ber of people who still make their
homes here.

The Pifer home wfas the only settle-
ment in that neighborhood and when-
ever they saw' people coming they

knew they were coming to their place,
as there was no w’here else near there
to go.

W. A. Shepherd, T. H. Mower and
his son Clarence, who was Just a boy,
she says, frequently came there to
spend an outing.

About two months during the year

the w'ater wr as very high and there
was but the one place to cross which
was at their place. However, Newton
and Herb Castle operated a ferry
across the river. At that time the
Gunnison river was wide, covering the
whole of what is now North Delta
section, and was a mile in width.
These men w’ould carry a man and he
was permitted to carry twenty pounds
of groceries paying $1 for the service.
They landed their passesgers Just
north of town where the electric light
plant now stands.

The high water continued much
longer than it does now, as there was

none withdrawn for irrigation purpos-
es.

While the Pifers lived there John
Hart went over into Hart’s Basin and
settled and they were neighbors. The
Harts and Pifers took turns going

down to Delta about once a month
for the mail and groceries, and after
the high water had subsided of course
they could come over any time by
fording.

“Speaking of the early days and R.
I). Blair,” Mrs. Pifer continued, “There
was a Dutchman, Fred Tiedelman. we
supposed he was killed by accident
And at the coroner’s jury this Mr.
Blair and Will Mathers’ father, and
Judge King were there, and they held
a coroner’s inquest, and Mr. Mathers
was Justice of the Peace and acted as
coroner. They decided the man Tied-
elman had met death by accident and
they just rolled him in blankets and
buried him on the top of Grand Mesa,
and Will Grow marked his grave not
very long ago.

“Well, a few years ago Frank Bart-
lett made a confession in California
that he shot this Tiedelman. Bart-
lett was nearly dead w’ith consumption i
and the officers, I think W. S. Glrar-
det. made out the papers and they

sent out to have him arrested, but he '
was so near dead that they didn’t
make the arrest. They didn’t serve

the papers. I think Mr. Girardet made
out the papers, but I am not sure.

Growers Trading Co.
Incorporated under Laws of Colorado

Packers and Shippers
Apples

Peaches
and

Farm Products

Agents for Hardie Sprayer Machine
and Repairs

Growers’ Supplies

L. R. Brinton, Local Mgr., Ralph Miller, Local Mgr.,

Hotchkiss Austin

D. L. Blakley, President and Gen.-Mgr.

Federated Fruit and Vegetable Growers, Inc.
Marketing Agents

Goodrich and Kelly Spring-
field Tires and Tubes

DORT CARS
Accessories of All Kinds

Lubricants

Cedaredge Garage
V. A. Phillips

Repairing and Storage
Cedaredge, Colorado

ALBERT ANDREEN

Groceries and Fresh Meats

Phone Co-Op. 13-H

Cedaredge, Colorado

CEDAREDGE MEAT MARKET
Fresh and Cured Meats, Fresh Fish and Oysters, Celery

Crackers and Lunch Meats. Lards and Compounds

Impure about the low price of Beef by the quarter

Will Buy Hides and Furs at Top Market
Prices

Phone
9-H M. W. PETERSON

¦ -
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If it’s Merchandise, we sell it. If we sell it, it’s pood Merchandise
Dependable Clothing correctly priced—for Men and Young Men.
For Ladies’ Wear, Coats, Millinery. Large assortments Yard (ioods and
Accessories. We have a nice line of Groceries at LOWKKT Prices.

McHUGH’S, Cedaredge, Colorado

IKipip^

Photo By Hammock, Cedaredge

The interests of the Surface Creek Valley and this Bank
are one. We serve this Community in every judicious capacity

consistent with conservative banking.

The officers and Directors of this Bank are always ready with their helpful
counsel on matters pertaining to business of this district.

We Invite Inquiries
The subject of Surface Creek Valley is one we hare made

a thorough study of and we are ylad at all times to answer
inquiries regarding the agricultural and commercial phases

of this—our territory.
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First National Bank of Cedaredge
Cedaredge, Colorado

Established 1912. Member of Federal Reserve System.
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