
The Delta Sugar Factory

The Delta Sugar Factory has proven
very beneficial to the growers of the
Montrose-Belta district the past year.

The 360 growers received an aggre-

gate of $285,000 for their crop, and it
is probable that from $60,000 to SIOO.-
000 more will he paid during the com-
ing months on this crop.

The first payment was made on No-
vember 15, on the basis of $6 per ton.

The payment on December 15th was

made on the basis of $7,. and with the
market advancing on the finished pro-

duct it is not unreasonable to expect

that at least $1 advance over this fig-

The Delta office paid out during the
year 1922, nearly $300,000 for repairs,
replacements, improvements, labor
and supplies, taxes and insurance in

this territory.
Between campaigns from 75 to 125

men were employed; and 175 were
employed during the campaign of

1922 at the plant; 35 men were em-

ployed at the beet dumps; and 12 at
feeding yards.

A large number of cattle have been
fed at the feed corrals and at this
time there are 1,500 head. Between
1.500 and 2,000 tons of hay have been
purchased for these cattle at from $9
to sll per ton.

One favorable feature to the grow-

ing of beets is that the company fur-
nishes the seed and when desired by
the grower, advances the money for
labor. In this way the farmer with
land, teams and implements need
have very little investment if he de-
sires to run the business in this way.

The majority of the growers who
raised beets in 1922 will increase their
acreage this year. The total acreage
in the Montrose-Delta district signed
up at time of going to press, was

4,000. and the Delta factory can easily

handle twice that number of acres.
The Grand Junction factory, handling

the product from Mesa and Garfield
counties, has about 4,000 acres signed

for.
Alec and T. C. Boyer and Peter Nor-

deen had a very favorable acreage as

well as tonnage on their beets up the
Uncompahgre valley.

Boone Bros., of North Delta, aver-

aged a little over 17 tons per acre.
Moses Markley, another grower, had

a very good stand off his 4 acres

J. A. Duer, of the City Limit ranch
in the Gunnison valley, had out about
30 acres of beets. Mr. Duer is one of
our very careful farmers. He takes
a great deal of pains during the win-
ter months endeavoring to manure,

level and classify his splendid place

which tends to bring about the highest

state of cultivation with all his crops.

Tom Ryan, B. J. Ray, S. A. Lewis,

Star Ensley, Walter Williams, J. L.
and M. N. Hallock and others of Gun-
nison valley, had out beets some of
which, we are told, averaged from

about 12 tons to nearly 20 tons per
acre.

Lewis Ferganchick of Tongue creek
had in 8 acres of beets which averaged

nearly 12 tons per acre. He contem-
plates increasing his acreage this
year as he is confident beets will re-

turn about as good income per acre
as any crop.

J. T. Greathouse of California Mesa
and J. S. Scott of Ash Mesa, and

others west of Delta which we might
mention, are contemplating increasing

their acreage for 1923.
The Austin district holds the record

of 1922 as the banner beet dump of
the Holly Sugar Corporation. Of the
277 acres harvested, the average for

the station was 13 tons per acre.
Among the growers were C. S. and L.
G. Aukerman. Their beets went bet-
ter than 18 tons per acre. Andy Feil.
Jr.. F. A. Hassell, Wm. H. Hefley,
Ralph Landreth, E. C. Peyton, G.
E. Stearns, I. E. Williamson and Guy

Whiteaker were among the Austin
beet growers. Mr. Whiteaker was the
largest individual grower, he having

harvested some 60 acres which averag-

ed him over 12 tons per acre. This
year he and his associates will grow
over 200 acres.

Mrs. H. B. Turner of Olathe, writing
for the Western Colorado Beet Grow-
er had the following to say about her
experience in beet growing:

“In 1917 I raised my first sugar
beets; but owing to my inexperience
and lack of careful observation, I
failed to keep the ground moist

enough just after planting, and conse-
quently had a poor stand, and my
venture was very unprofitable, to say

the least.
I was so discouraged with this, my

first attempt at raising sugar beets,
that 1 turned my attention to other
crops and did not try again until
1920. In the meantime I had read
up on beet culture and had watched
other successful beet growers and
observed that to get a good stand of
beets one must carefully prepare the
soil and then, after drilling the seed,
keep the ground thoroughly moisten-
ed until the tiny plants are well a-
bove ground.

“Many farmers make this mistake
and that of using their very poorest

soil for beet culture; but I have found
that if one will give sugar beets good
land, plenty of fertilizer and careful
cultivation the yield will be very sat-
isfactory and the profits year by
year will compare with any other
crop raised in this valley.

“The past year of 1922, I planted

8 acres to sugar beets, and that in
spite of the fact that my neighbors
who had grown beets heretofore, re-
fused to put them in. 1 secured a
good stand and, by keeping the beets
well watered and the ground thor
oughly cultivated after each irriga-

tion. the tops soon shaded the soil
and made it difficult to get between
the rows with the cultivator. In this
way the beets were kept constantly
growing and when harvested the yield
was 15 tons per acre, which at $7 per
ton, which 1 have already received,
amounts to $lO5 per acre After de-
ducting $lB for Mexican labor. $2.50

for seed and 25 cents for the use of
the drill, there is left $84.25 per acre
for my labor. Then the tops were

sold with alfalfa pasture, thus increas-
ing the returns from each acre. The

cattle feeding upon the tops will furn-
ish the fertilizer for another year.

“I am pleased with the returns from
my beets last year and expect to grow
a still larger acreage this year.

“Olathe. January 10, 1923.”

In the Hotcnaiss section E R. Grit'
fin had about 18 acres of beets on
river bottom land. C. L. Larson. N
T. Newburg and F. A. Parsons were
among the growers who are reported
to have done exceedingly well with

beets during the year. The high av-
erage was 18.9 tons per acre, and the
low average nearly 14 tons per acre

DELTA SAVINGS & BUILDING
ASSN. MADE RAPID GROWTH

The Association was organized in

1911 with but a handful of stockhold-
ers. Today their grand totals are
nearing the $200,000 mark. During
the 12 years of their existence, there
has not been a single contract holder
who has failed wherein the Associa-
tion was compelled to foreclose upon
his home. The Association is manag-
ed and directed by some of the most
conservative business men, no salar-
ies being paid to any of them, except
the secretary or the bookkeeper.

The present officers and directors
are: John E. Hillman, president; A.
C. Remington, Treasurer; W. R. John-
son, vice-president; C. E. Blaine, sec-
retary; Dr. H. A. Smith. Dr. C. H.
Burgin. Dr. A. E. Miller. John W.
Davis.

W. A. SHEPHERD RELATES
SOME FEW HAPPENINGS

Located on Surface creek, was a
cow puncher; built a house; hauled
tirst lumber across Gunnison from
Ouray in January 1883. Lots of snow

that winter.
Recalled first creamery. He said

the creamery stood where the potato
mill is now located. It was moved to
Surface creek and later burned down.
It had become the property of Mr.
Sampson.

“Shep carried the first mail to Ft.
Crawford. Montrose was the next
post office. C'edaredge in due time
had a postoffice for which a wagon
box was used for both postoffice and
store J. Frank was first postmaster

DELTA HARDWARE CO DEMON-
STRATING RADIO OUTFITS

The radio apparatuses which are be-
ing distributed here by the Delta
Hardware Company are giving splen

did success as attested by the various

persons who have heard concerts tak-
en by them during the past few days.

On Saturday night a number of

Austin and Orchard City people enjoy-

ed an excellent concert at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Aukerman. On
Monday evening the Delta Hardware
company had an apparatus installed
in the Odd Fellows building which at
traded a good crowd until the mid-
night hour. Messages were received
from San Francisco. Los Angeles and

points in the south. Raymond Farmer
is the day operator and John Blake,
of Montrose is the night operator.

Tomorrow evening, February 24th,
the Chicago Board of Trade will
broadcast from Station WDAP at the
Drake Hotel an evening’s program.

One of the features is the Calumet
Baking Powder company’s offer of a
Ford Touring car and other prizes.

Mr. Fairbanks' of the Delta Hard-
ware company announces that they
will tune in and get these messages.

DELTA HOSPITAL

Along in the winter of 1920 a num-
ber of business men and women,
headed by Dr. Harry A. Smith, held
a meeting at the Perkins Restaurant
at which time the first plans were
made looking toward the organization
of a Hospital Association. The town
was almost without such a privilege,
the only one being the residence for-
merly owned by Judge and Mrs. A. R
King on Garnet Mesa, which had been
used for sime three or four years as
a hospital. At this meeting ways and
means were discussed and the 25 or
30 persons present were unanimously
voted charter members of the Wes
tern Slope Hospital Association.

A few months later the property at
the corner of 7th and Grand, owned
by Capt. C. P. Bragg, was purchased

and after numerous changes had been
made, the furniture and equipment
which had previously been purchased

from the owners of the former hospi-
tal were moved to its new location.

The high prices which had prevail-

ed for several years prohibited the

building of a hospital building, but
the Bragg residence has served very
nicely, although at times it is over-
flowing with patients. Miss Joan R.
Annand is the Superintendent and is
assisted by half a dozen graduate and
trained nurses who are extremely

well qualified to do the work. The
hospital is a model of neatness, clean-
liness and order and a visit there al-

most convinces one that he would like
to have some excuse to become a pa-

tient.
The hospital has not. up to this

time been self supporting. This is
due to the fact that patients are re-

ceived without any inquiry as to fin-
ancial responsibility or when payment
will be made. This is particularly

true in emergency cases when they

are admitted without even an inquiry

as to their name or address.
The last financial statement show-

ed a balance on hand of about $200.

and about $1500 outstanding indebted-
ness. The Superintendent advises us

that it is very probable that at least
$1000 of this will not be collected. In
order to assist the management, an

association known as the Hospital

Aid Association was formed a few
months ago composed of members
from each church of the city, and
this Association from time to time
during the year gives benefits in the
way of dances, teas, etc., the pro-

ceeds of which are turned into the
Hospital Aid fund.

Patients are received from all over
Delta county and on leaving have
only the kindest expressions regard-

ing the treatment received at the
Delta Hospital.

Sugar Beets and Prosperity for 1923
Sugar has greatly increased in price the last month—it is now over $3.00 per bag more than it was one year ago. This is on ac-
count of a large increase in consumption and a decrease in production, causing a world shortage. All authorities predict this
condition will continue for several years. Every dollar increase in price of sugar for the year’s sales means considerably more
than an additional dollar per ton for beets. Raise more tons per acre —don’t be satisfied with a small tonnage.

Watch the Man that Gets 20 Tons Per Acre, You Will Find that he

Knows his soil. IV; . • but keeps sufficient mois-
Plows in the fall, or as soon ; giggj '

! ! ture to make a continu-
as the frost permits in

, ous and heavy growth,
the spring. |- . He does not make a mud

Get into the Game Now while the Prospects are Exceptionally Bright
If Our Fieldmen have not seen You, Call Our Office at Delta, Both Phones.

Or Allen Douthitt, Delta, For Delta County, Both Phones. C. W. McLaughlin, Olathe, for Montrose County Bell Phone.

N W DRAPER Manager. HOlty SU COTPOT dtiO]!

SCHICK and HARRIS BIG FARM SALE
We will sell at the home of F. W. Schick, one mile

north of Austin, Colorado, commencing at 111 a. m„ on

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 1922
Horses, Cattle, Machinery, Household Goods and

many miscellaneous articles.

I'sual Terms of Sale
Lunch will lie served on the grounds

F. W. Schick and C. B. Harris, Owners
Willis A. Davis, Auctioneer: ,1. Welland Jeffers, Clerk
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