
Delta Flour MillsCo.
One of the most important indus-

tries of Delta County in point of reve-

nue and actual benefits, is the Delta
Flour Mills company situated at the
southwest edge of the city. This es-

tablishment was started in 1885 by

Brown Bros., A. J. Obert. one of the
present members, becoming associat-
ed with the company about seven

years ago, and two years ago the mill
became the property of A. J. Obert
and Robert M. Porter, who still own

and control it.

The mill is operated by water power

from the Uncompahgre river but also
has a 50 H. P. motor for emergencies

in case of possible water shortage.

The mill is equipped with the very

latest milling machinery; automatic

wheat dump; power corn shelter and
boasts the only oat separator in this
part of the country. It lias al Alfal-

fa Meal mill with a capacity of 3 tons
per hour. This product is used chief
ly for fattening the hogs which are
kept in the immediate vicinity. The
flour mill has a 100 barrel capacity.

In the warehouse adjoining the mill
are many tons of the finished pro-

duct, including Delta Best, Hard
Wheat. O. K., Graham and Whole
Wheat Flour, as well as Germade. a
strictly wheat breakfast food product
There are also many tons of corn,

both white and yellow, imported from
Nebraska to be ground into corn meal
as the season for raising corn is so

short here that it will not mature
properly for making corn meal.

A branch of this company is the

feeding of hogs. Here are 500 feet of
sheds, 20 feet wide, where hundrds
of hogs are bought, fed and shipped

At the time of the visit of the writer,
there were 500 head which w«*re being

fed along scientific lines, protein, car-
bo-hydrates and minerals being fed in

balanced rations The hogs are
weighed every week and their rations
changed individually according to the
need of the animal The sheds are

equipped with portable fence and
self-feeders so that no feed is wasted

or rendered unfit for use. The chief
feed is alfalfa meal, coin, middlings

and beet sugar syrup So complete is
the arrangement that two men can

feed und water 100 hogs in an hour
The investment in this department
alone represents about SIO,OOO. The
pens are so arranged that the hogs
can be weighed and loaded direct
from the pens

OPERATED FIRST CREAMERY
IN DELTA COUNTY IN 1883

Charles Mundry of the Oak Grove
stock farm near Austin. Is one of the
substantial farmers and stockmen to
whom the early reports of the great
undeveloped western empire made a

distinct appeal, and in the autumn
of 1883, with pack horse and camping
outfit wended his way to what is now

Delta county, in company with T. H.
Mower. Dan Baldwin and H. E. Per-
kins. The place selected by Mr.
Mundry was near where his present
home is located.

.Mr. Perkins went to Utah and pur-

chased cattle and the three men start-
ed a creamery. Over 60 head of cows
were milked und their product reach-
ed as high as 95 pounds at a churn-
ing. About 25 cents per pound was
a fair average price. This was the
first creamery in Delta county.

Later Mr. Perkins was elected coun-
ty assessor and gave up the cream
ery business. He has since been en-
gaged in the sheep business, first

with ('. P. Nutter und more recently
by himself. Mr. Mower and Mr.
Baldwin have also become prosper-
ous and independent.

Mr. Mundry has never been caught

in the "annual June bridal wave.”

EXCELLENT SHOWING MACE
BY DELTA CREAMERY CO.

On December 29. 1922. the Colorado
State Dairy commission awarded the
highest honor in this district to the
Delta Creamery, this firm’s product

having scored 92 per cent while the
next nearest competitor received 92
per cent. Thirty-seven creameries en-

tered the contest. The report accom-
panying the score was: "Good, clean
flavored butter."

The Delta creamery is owned by

Messrs. Charles L. Keller and F. B.
Wisoner. They also make ice cream,

both plain and fancy.

CATTLE SHIPMENTS INCREASE
GREATLY OVER LAST SEASON

Charles M. Ryan. State Stock brand
inspector for this district, is author-
ity for the statement that from Sep-

tember 1. 1922 to this date. 1.324 cars

of cattle have been shipped from this
district, as against 936 cars for the
same period the previous year. This
is nearly 400 cars increase.

Prices of livestock are much bet-
ter than they were a year ago. and
there is apparently some increase in

livestock operations in the state over

those at the beginning of 1922.

The Delta Choral
Society Among Best

Delta’s Music Artists

Few indeed, if any, towns on the
Western Slope can boast as much
high-class talent as can Delta.

Realizing this and with a desire to
organize a society which wiuld best
owrk together and benefit the com-
munity, sixteen ladies and gentlemen,

headed by the Misses Wynne and
Kate Killian, formerly organized the
eDlta Choral Society in the autumn of
1921. Their first bow was made to the
public during the holidays of that
year when they presented the beauti-
ful cantata "The Adoration” by

Kevin, along with a number of other
vocal musical selections. The canta-

ta proper covered a period of more

than an hour and was rendered with-

out any intermissions entirely from
memory, an achievement never hither-
to accomplished in this city.

The following May the society ren-

dered a musical comedy, "In the
Garden of the Shah" with a company
of 40 members. Two consecutive
nights had been arranged for and the
High School Auditorium was employ-

ed. Each time the room was filled to
capacity, which is almost 1000, and so
popular was the play that the pro-

gram was given on a third night,

when again the auditorium was filled.
Directly after this the Society elected
officers, as follows:

Miss Wynne Killian. Director.
Miss Kate Killian, Accompanist.

John E. Chalmers, Business Manag-

er.

R. C. Haber, Secretary-Treasurer.

The following are members of the
Choral Society:

Helen Berninger.

Mrs. A. B. Parry.
Geneva Smith.
Marie Doyle.

Mary French.
Ruth Nelson.
Mrs. J. Foster.
Eva Burgin.

Mrs. Win. F. Marshall.
Mrs. J. E. Chalmers.
Mrs. C. E. Blaine.
Dorothy Johnson.
Edith Hazelett.
Neiva Remington,

j Edith Kurz.

Mrs. Oliver Cook.
Mrs. C. E. Harding.

Mrs. F. W. Grove.
Will Ratekin.
John A. Ratekin.
Virgil Rogers.

Gordon Wisoner.
H. H. French.
J. S. Lunn.
I. J. Deck.
Claire Dotts.

Lloyd Mathers.
S. J Kyffin.
Welland Jeffers.
E. P. Marsh.

j L. A. Dowd.
Jack Foster.

' Frank Trechter.
| Jim Killian,

i Will Mathers.
| O. B. Cook.

JOHN C. BELL WRITES
OF EARLY DAY EXPERIENCES

The following excerpts are taken
from a letter received from Hon. John
C. Bell, of Montrose, one of the very

first pioneers of this country:

In the fall of 1875 the writer left

Saguache and went over into Lake

City; slept in a wagon sheet between
the rafters of a partly frame building;

ate at a restaurant on one of the
choice corner lots with no roof except

the sky and no walls except the

standing pooneers at the table. A
year and a half earlier as the people
of Del Norte started a toll road to

Sllverton. Judge Bell. Otto Mears and
Enos J. Hotchkiss, for whom the town

of Hotchkiss is named, started a toll
road in Lake City from Saguache, be-
lieving that this would soon become
a very large city. The law firm get-

ting the virus of pioneer greed, it

was arranged that Judge Bell should
stay in Del Norte and his partner go

to Saguache. In the spring of '76
Mears and Hotchkiss extended the
toll road from Lake City toward Sil-
verton and at the foot of San Christo-
bal struck the first great mine open-

ed up after the road reached Lake
City. This ore proved to be worth
$lO per pound and the mine was

named Hotchkiss in honor of the
builder of the road.

FOUR CARS OF APRICOTS
FROM A SINGLE RANCH

Somewhat over ten years ago W.
B. Stockham conveyed the idea of
converting a tract of land on Ante-

lope hill Into a garden of Eden. It

had never been watered except as

light showers from time to time fell
thereon, nnd in order to furnish suffi-
cient water It was necessary to build
3V6 miles of flume and two miles of
open ditch.

This was accomplished, and today
16,000 apple trees, 1,000 sweet cherry
trees, 1,000 pear trees. 800 apricot

trees and 250 each of sour cherry and
peach trees make the Antelope hill
orchard a thing of beauty and a

source of unlimited income.
Associated with Mr. Stockham in

the Antelope Hill Orchard company
are his brother, Dr. A. H. Stockham,

and J. H. Ploger.
The past year four broad gauge

cars of apricots alone were shipped

from this orchard —which has never
been done from any other orchard in
the state, it is claimed.

Brief Items About
Delta Old Timers

W. P. Dale came into Delta County

in 1902 from the San Juan section.
"Bill” might not be termed an old
timer in Delta county, yet he has
been in the state since 1880. For
years he was railroading from Duran-
go to Alamosa and Sllverton. He also
hobnobbed with Tom Hazelett; L. W.
Sweitzer; J. C. Roberts and many
others who are now residents of
Delta county.

W. S. Stevens and W. O. Stevens
hauled the first rock for the Delta
Flour Mill. The old mill, according
to Mr. Girardet. was constructed upon

the site of the present modern insti-

tution.
Starr Nelson first came into Delta

county over the Black Mesa with a

bunch f>f cattle which were sold to

others on Crystal creek near Maher
Mr. Nelson railroaded for years from

Salida to Grand Junction as engineer.

In the 90’s he purchased a ranch of

the A. T. Elatchley estate now owned
by J. H. Volgamore on Garnet Mesa.
Mr. Nelson related a very interesting

narrative of the great herds of deer
which were in the Craw ford-Maher
vicinity in those days.

Tom Woods drifted into Delta coun-
ty from Texas in 1886. He located on
a ranch 3 bit miles above Delta in the
Uncompahgre valley. Mr. Woods has
lived continuously upon his present
holdings for the past 30 years or

more. The first few years of his life
were spent in going back and
forth from Delta to Ridgway and
Dallas Divide. This veteran settler
came into the Independent office in
January to renew his subscription for
another year and he said he believed
he was the oldest continuous sub-
scriber to the Independent.

The R. F. Williams grocery is per-

haps the oldest business firm in Delta
county. It was established on the
corner of third and Main in ISB6.
When the National Bank was organiz-

ed and the present building was erect-
ed in 1592. Mr. Williams relinquished

the corner and moved his grocery one

| door south, where it has since been
continuously located. The First Na-

jtional Bank building was erected by

J. N. Jeffers. Mr. Williams came to

Delta in 1885.
I. M. M< Murray was here in ISB2.

At various times he has been in busi- i
ness, in the drug business and mer- !
chandising pursuits. In the early l
days he took a very active part in the (
affairs of this city and county, being '
a member of the School Board and

in other positions of public trust. At

the first meeting of the Pioneers of 1
Delta county, he was unanimously

chosen as the temporary president.

Mr. McMurray is at the present time

engaged in the grocery business.

Levi Sheid came to Delta from
Ouray-Telluride sections in 1881. Mr.

Sheid was considered in the early

days one of the most expert butchers
to be found any where. He was the
proprietor of the Delta Meat Market
for years. Mr. Sheid claims the honor
of reading the first newspaper ever

printed in Delta. It was issued on

March 7, 1883.
W. S. Girardet arrived at the cac-

tus sage brush, which later became

Delta, in 1885. The following Febru-
ary he bought a ranch just east of the
cemetery, which he later sold to Mr.
Blatchly, and this more recently be-
came the property of Starr Nelson.
Mr. Girardet built the present Delta
House in 1889, which he later sold to

Wm. Shaver of snow ball and pepper

sauce fame. Mr. Girardet served 4
years as Sheriff of Delta county and
then went into the butcher shop busi-
ness with Lem Skelton. This shop

was later owned by Mr. Girardet and
Lewis Kurz. a brother of John Kurz.
After closing out his business here.
Mr. Girardet moved to Cedaredge and
has spent nearly all the time since
then on his ranee.

Stars in Increase.
Lavcock's Garage reports that ten

Star cars have been sold during the
past few days. They expect to have
another car load of Stars within the

next week or ten days.

The Delta Flour
Mills Company

Manufacturers ami Distributors of

HIGH-GRADE FLOUR,
CORN MEAL, CEREAL

We have only the most modern machinery, use only

tiie best materials and turn out a lirst class product.

Established in IKBS. Owned and controlled by

A. J. OBEKT and ROBERT M. PORTER

orn njtAXDS:

Delta Best Flour (lermade Breakfast Food

O. K. Flour Whole Wheat Flour
Corn Meal • Graham Flour

Warner’s Variety Store
W. W. Warner, Proprietor

Delta, Colorado

GENERAL LINE OF
Notions Cooking Utensils

China and Glassware
Dolls and Toys

Books and
Most
Every
Thing

If You
Don’t See

What You Want,

ASK FOR IT

I have a full line of
RAWLEIGH PRODUCTS

Will take care of mail orders
promptly. Postage paid on C. O.
D. -Order by phone or letter.

J. M. ROTH, Paonia, Colorado
Box 304. Phone 131-A, Paonia

Western Slope
Candy Co.

A quiet, clean, re-
fined place for ladies
and gentlemen.

FINE—
Home Made Candies

Cigars, Ice Cream
Sodas

Hot Chocolates

Western Slope Candy
Company

MIKE JONES,
Proprietor

439 Main Street
Delta, Colorado

PRODUCERS’ MARKET
On Monday, February 26th, will sell

(while they last) two very fine

Corn Fed Baby Beeves
DON’T MISS IT

J sTO CK HAM h a«b"wa « m Co .• UIZ
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NEARLY 30 YEARS AGO-
In tlie march of civilization, only a short time after the Red Man had been es-

corted to the boundaries of the new reservation, a hardware store was established in

Delta.
Today that same establishment is doing a good business, with two of the origi-

nal founders as members of the company, Dr. A. H. Stoekham and W. B. Stockham.
In our two story brick building on Main Street, and our warehouse on Meeker,

nearly 50,000 square feet of floor space is being devoted to serving the wants of the
public in Hardware, Plumbing and Farm Implements.

FARMING MACHINERY
M'e are exclusive dealers for the International McCormick-Deering Lines, in-

cluding trucks, speed trucks, tractors, Primrose Cream Separators and all other
linos made by this company; Bean Spray Machines and American Field Fence.

AUTOMOBILES
Willys-Knight Studebaker Overland

OUR PLUMBING DEPARTMENT
Metal Flume, Water Tanks and Everything: in Sheet Metal Line

Heating and Plumbing Monarch Steel Ranges

CHINA HARNESS
'

We have the only complete China We carry a nice line of the famous

shop in the city. Have enlarged our Heiser Harness acknowledged by

accommodations and our stock is discriminating people the best money

larger than ever. WUI buy.

THE STOCKHAM HARDWARE CO.

Fifth Section, 1922 Review and 40th Anniversary Edition.


