
Rockwell’s Letter

Brief Synopsis Legislative Work To

Date
The Legislature has been lu session

two months which is two-thirds of the
average life of a Colorado Assembly.

It is not supposed that one hundred
men representing the the one hundred
different parts of Colorado and all

professions and business conditions
can get together and start function-
ing immediately. As a result of the
initiative law which compells all
bills to be introduced the first fifteen
days of the session, necessitating for
several days following the proper ar-

rangement of those thousand odd bills
in committees so that the members
may know legislation is pending, there
practically no work done outside of
committees during the first three
weeks of the session.

Some people seem to Imagine that
a legislatire should start passing bills
immediately after they are organized.

My observation in the seven sessions
which I have served convinces me that
the legislature that undertakes passing
or considering in the committee of the
whole import pieces of legislation
without serious deliberation within
their committees and plenty of time
for discussion, they have much to ex-
plain after the Assembly closes.
There is much more danger of mak-
ing laws too fast and not allowing

sufficient time to investigate careful-
ly than there is of going too slowly.

In Colorado the regular sessions of
the Legislature are held only once in
two years and they average to last
about 100 days. The saving in dollars
as to whether the legislature closes
at the end of 60 days as against 100
days is almost neglible. The mem-

bers are paid SIOOO for two years

whether the legislature may be in ses-

sion thirty days or six months, and
the only additional expense is the cost

of employees and other incidentals.
There is scarcely a man In this As-
sembly who does not want this ses-

sion to be over as quickly as possible.

Most of them are business, profession-
al men and farmers, who can ill afford
to leave their work for even the three
months that they are elected to repre-
sent their districts in the legislature.

It would be much easier to take these
bills as introduced and pass them thru
without serious discussion but it does
not make for good legislation or good

laws. There has been altogether top

much of this done in the past, I
therefore feel that the man who con-

tinues to urge his representatives to
pass this or that piece of legislation
without amendment or in a hurry does
not understand the proper functioning

of a legislature.

The Twenty-Fourth General Assem-
bly has its work well up to that of the
average assembly in the past for the
same period of time. Many pieces of
legislation upon which there is gener-

al understanding have been taken up

and either passed or rejected by one

House or the other. For instance, the
bill legalizing the establishing of high
schools in districts of the third class,
which has passed the Senate and will
no doubt soon be considered by the
House; the repeal of the H mill levy

for roads which has passed the Sen-
ate and is now before the House; the
raising of the gasoline tax from one

to two cents which has passed the
House and is now before the Senate,

the repeal of the part of the automo-

bile license law which allows the in-
surance of X-License tags free of
charge for cars used for county, mun-
icipal and state purposes, was practi-
cally unanimously desired, and has
passed both Houses. Besides there
have been perhaps 50 other bills hav-
ing to do with abolishing boards,
commissions, establishing Industrial
Bank, amending fish and game laws,

etc..
The more important pieces of legis-

lation, the water compact bills, the
cooperative marketing director bills,
the consolidation bills, must necessar-
ily be considered more at length, and
after every available opportunity has

been given for information within the
committee.

Three weeks ago the people of the
San Juan Basin and other parts of

Western Colorado, were I believe ab-
solutely convinced that these water
pacts should not be passed, as they
feared the ambiguities in the Treaty

would result In great loss to Western
Colorado. Today these same people,
if I can judge from the correspondence

I have received, have realized the
difficulties in which Colorado finds
herself, due to the Supreme Court de-
cision which says that prior use of
waters shall be the controlling factor
in water adjustments without regard
to State boundaries, and further rea-

lize the apparent intention of the

States along the lower basin of the
Colorado River to file on the remain-
ing water In that river, feel that with
proper safe guards to preserve suffi-
cient water for the estimated increase
in Western Colorado, that the Colo-
rado River Compact should be ratified
by this Assembly. It seems therefore
that the committee to which this bill
was referred did well in having called
to its hearings men from all over this
state and carrying on correspondence
with the various other states and with
Washington all of which necessitated
time and deliberation.

Many resolutions have been receiv-
ed by the members of this Assembly
urging them to pass the co-operative
marketing bill quickkly and without
amendments. Would this have been
reasonable and satisfactory 7 About a
month ago, Mr. Henry C. Taylor, Chief
of the Bureau of Efconbmlcs at Wash-

ington, who assisted in drawing the
original Federal Capper-Volstead Act
regarding co-operative marketing

spoke in Denver. After the meeting
I gave him a copy of the Colorado
marketing act as introduced asking

him to take it to Washington with
him and have it analyzed by the ex-

I perts in his department, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and write me
any suggestions that they might have
to make in construction of the law as
it would affect Colorado. Only this
morning I received a seven page let-
ter from Mr. Taylor all having to do
with pertinent suggestions as to
changes in phrases, qualifying certain
parts to more properly make it fit the
Federal cooperative marketing law,
etc., Mr. Taylor further states that
California has not certain drastic fea-
tures in this bill, and he questions the
advisability of putting in those fea-
tures as being opposed to the best in-
terests of co-operative marketing rath-
er than assist in its successful oper-

ation. This letter with its suggestions

has of course been turned over to the
committees that have charge of the co-
operative marketing bill and they will
act as seem to their best judgement.

The argument might be used regard-
ing the Consolidation Bills. I might

state that I myself was undecided as
between the so-called Administrative
code and the Lambert bill for five or
six weeks during this time along with
other members of the legislature I
have listened to discussions pro and
con and had time and opportunity to
study in light of experience in other
States. Today there is, of course, a
very wide difference of opinion as to
which bill should be taken as a foun-
dation on which to work out a success-
ful, practical, constitutional and busi-
ness-like code. However, it is very
apparent that the members of the
legislature have now in their posses-

soin much greater knowledge of the
merits and demerits of the two meas-

ures proposed and have had an oppor-

tunity to know what boards and bur-
eaus are functioning properly and
which should be consolidated or elim-
inated.

Perhaps the most important com-

mittees in the Legislature are the
Finance Committee of the Senate and
the Appropriation Committee in the
House. These committees must fig-

ure out the estimated revenue of the
state during the coming biennial and
appropriate where it will do the most
good. In the present Assembly pro-

bably every dollar and more is need-
ed for increased maintenance in our
institutions, due to increased popula-

tion, and the other necessary func-
tions of state institutions. I am in-
formed by the sub-committee of the
Senate that there are appropriation
bills before this assembly amounting

to three million dollars more than can
possibly be granted without increas-
ing the present too high taxes. The
policy of the Senate Finance Commit-
tee to date has been to only report

out deficiency measures, or in other
words, bills to repay the obligations

of the state of Colorado and not taken
care of by the last Assembly. When
this is done their duty will be to de-
cide which institutions and obligations

must be dispensed with. Colorado is
fortunate in my opinion in having the
calibre and ability of the men who are
serving on this committee at the pres-

ent time.
1 therefore take the position that a

legislature should not undertake to
hurry thru a session putting on the
statute books legislature that is not
fully considered and to do this it
seems to me a ninety to a one hun-
dred day session every two years is
little enough time to properly consi-
der important legislation that will per-

haps effect the permanent welfare of
our state.

MEDICAL CORPS TESTS ARE
SET FOR JULY 16 TO 20.

Preliminary examination of appli-

cants for appointment in the Medical
Corps of the Regular Army will be
held at various stations in the Eighth
Corps Area from July 16 to 20, it was

announced Tuesday.
Applicants must be graduates of an

acceptable medical school, legally au-

thorized to confer the degree of doc-
tor of medicine; must have had at

least one year of hospital training, or

have served one year as medical offi-
cer in the army, and must be between
22 Mb and 31H years old.

Details concerning the examinations
may be obtained from 103hr Division
Headquarters, 515-520 Kittredge Build-
ing Denver, Colorado.

We render a kindly, considerate service that makes
final tribute appropriate and beautiful.

Delta Mortuary
MR. AND MRS. T. E. REMLEY.

We handle monuments of quality.

THE PARK HOTEL
Have reduced their meals from 50c and 60c to 35c and
25c. These meals are up to the standard of the higher
priced meals.

SPECIAL SUNDAY DINNER
The prices of the Sunday meals are 40c and 50c. Cour-
teous treatment and the best the market affords.

MRS. L. N. DYER, Frop.

You have only one pair of eyes;
Take care of them.
When you need glasses get them,
We are here every day to serve you.

L. W. HAGENER
Over Mathers Optometrist.
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The new Victor Record Cate-
log for I 9231 The greatest must*
cal program in the world. One
of the most fascinating books
printed— a musical education in
itself. Get your copy, read it,
and select your own music—to
hear, whenever you wish it,
by the greatest of all artists.

Harding-Raber Drug Co.
I
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$5 Per Month
The Western Colorado Power Co.
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Graciously they make

amends |"
Flowers make and keep
good friends.

¦y HERE is a friendlt-
-1 ness about pretty

flowers that is needed
In the life ofevery man sr
woman and child. Here
they are to be found in
beautiful profusion.

DELTA. COLO. W
miwni taow-<tH»p«om-c*M.

This ad deals onlv with

COFFEE SENSE
We are offering: a special blend. It is so good,

and such an exceptional value under our offer that
we stake our reputation on it.

We are not offering you premiums but Coffee,
and the greatest value you have ever seen.

Give us a trial order. The
Coffee will do the rest

Delta Cash Grocery
A. FROST, Sr., Prop.

AXMINSTERS, BRUSSELLS, VELVETS,
WOOL FIBRES, GRASS, CONGOLEUMS

We just received some special Japanese

rugs. On which we are making a special
price—s9.7s for the 9x12 size.

Geo. Seabourn Merc. Co.

Paint
We Make ircSnl

OFFER PAINT UP
Paint half your house Devoe Paint, the

other half whatever you like. If Devoe
doesn’t take fewer gallons and cost less
money, we will make no charge for Devoe.

IfDevoe doesn’t wear a year or two, or three
years, longer and better, we’ll give you
enough to paint it again. Or. paint half
your house lead and oil, the other half
Devoe. In three years the lead and oil half
willbe hungry for more paint with Devoe
still sound. Ifnott we’ll give you enough to
paint the whole house.

We have a complete assortment on hand.
Devoe is the largest and oldest paint manu-
facturer in this country.

Let us quote you on your paint job.

TheStockham Hdwe. Co.
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