
LOCAL NEWS

H. G. Shaffer and R. B. Finer made
a business trip to Montrose Monday.

Harry Stolte and Fred Wetterick
were Cedaredge men who were in the
city for a short time Saturday.

Mrs. O. Stephens, who for the past
four months has been visiting her
mother in Chetopa, Kansas, returned
to her home in Coalby Sunday.

Father Cotter of Gunnison, Father
Bertrand of Grand Junction and Fath-
er Hilbig of Crested Butte arrived
Monday to assist in the forty- hour
devotional service at the Catholic
Uuui VII buio nw&A.

California Mesa

Mr. and Mrs. A. Lincoln entertained
friends from Delta Sunday.

A baby was born to Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Cobb Monday, March 12.

Miss Emma Foley is the house
guest of Mrs. Carl Westesen this week.

Rev. Jemigan began a series of
meetings at Coal Creek Sunday even-
ing.

Mrs. J. J. Marsh is quite sick from
the measles at her home up in the
cedars.

Mrs. Lucile Deges is spending the
week at the J. W. Gilchrist home In
Montrose.

The Alexander family moved from
the Joe Gray ranch to the Howard
Lathrop ranch.

Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Miles of Mont-
rose. were Sunday visitors at the
Clark Miles home.

Mr. and Mrs. John Potter and Miss
Grade Atchley of Delta, visited Sun-
day at High Atchleys.

F. W. Reckmeyer has rented his
ranch to Young and Wilson of Delta, j
who will take possession soon.

Miss Viola Buckingham spent the
week-end with Mrs. Joe Marsh at the
Marsh ranch up in the cedars.

The Community Club of the Pea
Green district, will meet Thursday.

March 23, with Mrs. Ed Ray.

Mrs. Novah Andrus is quite sick of
measles. Her brother Noah has re-
covered from the same disease.

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Newton and
little daughter of Montrose, visited
Sunday afternoon at Mac Boyers.

Henry Marsh, who left here some
time ago is now located at Burnette.
California and has work in the oil
fields.

Floyd Bruce, of Montrose, came

down Saturday for a few days visit
with his brother, George Bruce and
family.

Mrs. Martin Taylor and two chil-
dren of North Mesa, spent Wednesday
with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. C.
Blowers.

Owing to the bad weather, the W. C.
T. U. did not have their meeting Wed-
nesday but will meet later with Mrs.
Clark Miles.

Homer Lambert and Miss Muriel
Smith w*ere married in Grand Junc-
tion, March 6. They will make their
home in Coal Creek.

Paul McLaughlin, who is attending
Business College at Grand Junction,
came home sick Friday, suffering from
an attack of bronchitis.

The county road grader has been
on the Mesa for a few days filling in
the bad places and leveling the roads
which are in fine shape.

Rev. Lamkin and wife were supper
guests at the E. C. Blowers home
Thursday evening. After supper all
attended Bible study at L. E. Hogans

Emmett McManus and family re-
turned last week from California,
where they have spent the winter.
They will farm the Moser ranch this
year.

James Reed, who has been working
at the Standish ranch, left Wednes-
day for Texas ,

having been called
there by the serious illness of his
father.

Mrs. Verlin Beal spent the day Wed-
nesday with her brother, Aubrey
Blackburn in Olathe. She also got ac-
quainted with the new boy born to
Mr. and Mrs. Blackburn Monday.

The condition of Mrs. T. C. Ander-
son, who has been so seriously sick of

•pneumonia, is slightly improved. This
will be good news to her many friends
who are anxiously waiting to hear of
her complete recovery.

Tuesday evening Mrs. Jim Hale was
the victim of a surprise when about
thirty of her neighbors called on hor
uninvited, to help her celebrate her
birthday. The time was spent with
games and visiting. Refreshments
were served at the close of the even-
ing.

SECRETARY WALLACE MAKES
PERTINENT STATEMENT

BEFORE BUSINESS MEN

Secretary of Agriculture Wallace
at a dinner in Washington a few days
ago. made some very interesting com-
parisons regarding agriculture in Am-
erica. The secretary was speaking to
some 600 business men of the capi-
tol, and his remarks are reproduced
for the benefit of the Independent’s
readers.

He spoke as follows:
By the census of 1920 the popula-

tion of tho United States was almost
106 million. Of these almost 32 mil-
lion people live in the open country.
We have about six and one-half mil-
lion farms. More than one-fourth of
all our people who are engaged in
gainful occupations work on the farms.

The capital invested in farming is
about 70 billion dollars. The money

invested in farm buildings, machinery

and live stock, not including the value
of the farm land, would buy all of the
railroads of the United States and in
addition a considerable number of the
mines.

The number of people engaged in
farming is 80 per cent greater now

than in 1870, but the volume of crop
production in 1920 was 256 per cent
greater than in 1870.

The value of the crops grown last
year was approximately 9 billion dol-
lars. measured on the farm. This
was new* wealth added to the nation.
The value of the live stock was an

additional five and one-third billion
dollars.

There has always been a tacit recog-

nition of our national dependence up-
on agriculture. We have given an in-
tellectual assent to such statements
as “The Farmer is the backbone of

the Nation.” “A Prosperous Nation de-
pends upon a prosperous Agriculture.”
"Agriculture is the Basis of National
Life.” and so on. The truth of such
statements has never been driven
home to us so effectively as during

the past two years. The drop in
prices which began early In 1920 is
familiar history. Farmers were the
first to suffer and suffered most. Tak-
ing prices of the year 1913 as repre
senting 100. the prices of farm pro-

ducts in May 1920 stood at 238. Dur-

ing that month they began to fall,

and before the decline could be ar-

rested they had dropped below the
1913 level, standing at 94 in December
1921. Then we had a terribly vivid
illustration of our dependence upon

agriculture and the intimate relation-
ship between agricultural prosperity
and business prosperity. Many farm-
ers could not pay current expenses
The ratio between prices of things

the farmers produced and sold and
prices of the things they bought was

so distorted that they were forced to
practice the most rigid economy and
reduce their buying to absolute neces-

sities. Great industries which depend
directly upon farm buying, such, for
example, as the fertilizer trade and (
the farm implement trade, were plung j
ed almost immediately into profound I
depression. Thousands of manufac-
turing plants whose output was largely

consumed on the farm had a similar
experience. The railroads suffered
through reductioh in freight on things
farmers buy. Business of every sort

shared the disaster. Hundreds of
banks failed. Thousands of banks
tottered along the edge of bankruptcy.
Perhaps three million men were

thrown out of work. The financial de-
pression was widespread.

The turn was reached in the win-
ter of 1921-2. since which time there
has been a gradual increase in the
prices of farm products. The aggre-

gate value of the crops of 1922 was

about 2 billion dollars higher than for
the crops of the previous year. Gradu-
ally farmers have been able to pay
some of their debts and resume their
baying. As a result there has been
a steady improvement in business, un-

til now there is general optimism.

The ratio between prices of farm
products and prices of other commodi-
ties is still abnormal. Until this ratio
becomes more nearly normal the full
measure of prosperity will not be re-

stored. In their own Interest, there-,
fore, business men should do what
they can to bring up prices of farm
products and bring down prices of
other commodities until the relation-
ship between them is more nearly

what it ought to be.
While the experience of the past

three years has brought sharply to
our attention the intimate relation-
ship between business and agriculture,

the existence of such intimate rela-
tionship Is no new thing A compari-
son of the farmer's purchasing power

with the number of business failures
during the past third of a century tells
the story in a graphic way. During

the ten-year period 1890 to 1900 the
purchasing power of the farmer, mean

ured by the prices of farm products
and of other commodities, was below
the thirty-year average. During this
same period the percentage of busi-
ness failures was considerably above
the thirty-year average. From 1900
to 1920 there was a gradual increase
in the flarmer’s purchasing power.

From 1901 to 1908 this purchasing
power was almost the average of the
thirty-year period, while from 1908 to
1920 it considerably above. The per-

centage of business failures dropped
below the thirty-year average from
1899 to 1920 with the exception of two

short periods, one in 1908 and the
other in 1914 and 1915.

A closer view of the Intimate rela-
tionship between business failures and
farm purchasing power can be had by

comparing the moving five-year aver-

ages during the period 1890 to 1922.
In ’9l the farmer’s purchasing power

was above the moving five-year aver-
age and during the following year

business failures were but 85 per cent

of the average. In '92 farm purchas
ing power dropped to the average and
business failures increased to 20 per
cent above the average. Again in *94,

’95 and '96 farm purchasing power

dropped below the average and was
immediately followed by business
failures of more than the average. In
brief, a study of thirty-three years

shows that business failures increase
or decrease following closely the in-

crease or decrease of farm purchasing
power.

There are, of coarse, a large number
of factors which contribute to the
periods of low and high purchasing
power. It would be better if farm
business as well as other business
could run along on a fairly even keel.
lAn illustration of the farmer’s dlffl-

culty In this respect can be drawn
from a study of the per capita produc-
tion of potatoes for a period of 52
years. In the 26 years of this period

when the per capita production was

low. the farmers produced 5,625,000
bushels of potatoes having a total
value, at farm prices, of $4,305,000,000.
During the 26 years of this period
when per capita production was high
the farmers produced 7,297.000.000
bushels having a value of only $4,192,-
000,000; a 30 per cent greater produc-

tion from a 5 per cent greater acreage
was valued at 3 per cent less total
money. 7 per cent less value per acre
and 25 per cent less price per bushel.
In this calculation every bushel is
figured at the December farm price.

As a matter of fact, in years of over-
production a considerable portion of
the crop remains undug or unsold be-
cause of ruinously low prices, while
in years of light production there is
little waste.

When too many potatoes are pro-
duced labor is wasted to the farmers*
financial loss. When too few pota-

toes are produced consumers are com-
pelled to pay unreasonable prices and
there are not enough potatoes to go
around.

The lesson is so plain that he who
runs may read. Business nnd agri-
culture sire dependent upon one an-
other. A prosperous agriculture menus
a prosperous nation. It is to the ad-
vantage of tho business man that the
farmer bo fairly prosperous. Con-
versely, it is to the advantage of
thj* farmer that business bo fairly
prosperous. It Is not to tho advan-
tage of cither that either tho one or
the other should bo so prosperous that
intemperate speculation and waste is
stimulated, because adversity always
follow such a period.

As our civilization becomes more
complex the relationship betweon
agriculture, industry and general busi-
ness becomes more and more Intimate.
What hurts the one will certainly hurt
the others. In general, what helps
the one will help the others. Hence
the urgent need for a better under-
standing between these important
groups of citizens. They are mem-
bers of one body. They must work
together for the common good.

“A COLLEGE TOWN”
A Rousing College Farce Comedy

in Three Acts
To be presented by the

JUNIOR CLASS
HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

FRIDAY, MARCH 30,
8 o’clock

A good laugh is promised to all

Come and enjoy it.
Admission 25c a n(i cjoc

REILLY HOUSE
4th and Palmer

and

THE GALE ROOMS
421 Main Street

2900 hours in bed. That is the average time spent

in bed bv the average individual during the year. What
wonder clean, soft beds make saner, happier individuals!
Give our rooms and beds a trial. They willplease you.

We have a few nice furnished apartments

Mr. and Mr*. H. L. Senter, Prop*.

Each of these qualities is as important as
the others—each is our greatest care.

Our grocery service guarantees

PURITY ANDFRESHNESS
in the extreme,

CLEANLINESS UNEXCELLED
In short, we handle your grocery
wants as though each were our own.
Your best interests willbe served here.

Delta Cash Grocery
A. FROST, Sr., Prop.

THE BUSY BEE
We are glad to tell you we have that

new Easter cap for your boy.
They are one great bargain at 75c and $l.OO

We have a fine line of children’s stock-
ings. The best quality at the least price.

See them at
THE BUSY BEE

Delta Colorado
Where Prices are Low

And Quality High

SAY
“GOOD MORNING”

With A Cup Of
Chase & Sanborn’s
COFFEE

There is no quicker way to make your
husband happy in the morning than by
giving him a cup of Chase & Sanborn’s
Coffee. Its delicious taste makes it al-
most impossible to resist the temptation
of another cup.

For Sale by

R. F. WILLIAMS
Delta, Colorado

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL Ist
We have a beautiful lot of Lilies, Hya-

cinths, Tulips and Daffodils coming on.
Just right. Better order at once so as not to
be disappointed.

DELTA FLORAL COMPANY
"Say It With Flowers”

You have only one pair of eyes;

Take care of them.
When you need glasses get them,
We are here every day to serve you.

L. W. HAGENER
Over Mathers Optometrist.

McCormick-Deering
We Handle a Complete Line of

International Harvester
Company farm Equipment

We do not advise the buying of unneces-
sary farm equipment this year but some of
you have machines so badly worn that it
costs you good money to operate them—not
only in repairs but in the time you are laid
up. That is not good business.

Others are doing without machines that
you need to economically operate your farm
Neither is that good business.

A larger yield, better crops, more econ-
omical and efficient operation of your farm,
is just as necessary to your success as it is
to any other line of business.

Come in and Talk it Over With Us

Stockham Hardware Co.

50
GOOD

CIGARETTES

ioc
Sir
DURHAM

JLdLJii. TOBACCO

MEN'S U. S.

Army Munson Last
SHOES at $2.95

Size. l</2 to 12
Never again will you be able to

buy these shoes at auch a low
price. We were lucky In finding a
manufacturer, who waa overstocked
with them, and needed ready caeh,
ao we bought them at almost one-
half of the regular price. This shoe
la made over the U. 8. Army Mun-
aon last, with extra heavy stitch-
ing; special grained chrome brown
leather used throughout. An Ideal
•hoe for workmen, farmers, lea
men, postmen, carpenters and mo-
tormen, who are obliged to bo on
their feet all day.

Bend correct else. Pay poet man
•2.05 on delivery, or eend ue a
money order. If you arc not aatla*
fled with these shoes after you ax-
amine them, we will promptly re-
fund your money.
U. 8. DISTRIBUTING A BALEB

COMPANY
2046 West 22nd Street

NEW YORK CITY, N. Y.
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