
Rockwell’s Letter

The bills for the approval of the
interstate compacts respecting the
Colorado River and the La Plata
river (a tributary of the Colorado
river) have received the most exhaus-
tive consideration of any measures
introduced at this session of the legis-
lature. The governor submitted the
compacts to the legislature at the be-
ginning of the session. The bills for
their approval were introduced
promptly. A report of the Commis-
sioner for Colorado accompanied the
compacts at the time they were sub-
mitted by the governor. These re-
ports were printed and distributed
throughout the state. There have
been daily conferences with the var-

ious interested parties and their re-
presentatives. And every phase of
the compacts have been discussed
over and over again and the search-
light of criticism has been directed
upon the entire subject.

As a result the legislature is ready

to approve both compacts.

The LaPlata river compact involves
the La Plata river which rises in the
La Plata mountains in Colorado and
flows south into New Mexico where it
joins the San Juan, immediately be-
low Farmington. The stream is small
and the irrigable acreage is out of
proportion to the limited water sup-
ply. The first development was in
New Mexico, at which time the area

in Colorado was in the Ute Indian
reservation. The subsequent devel-
opment in Colorado so absorbed the
flow of the river (excepting during

floods) that the situation became very

acute. Both states were preparing

for an interestate suit at the time the
legislatures authorized the compact

commission. The compact signed by

the commissioners has been the sub-
ject of thorough consideration and
meets with general approval. It is a
happy and fortunate solution of a dif-
ficult problem. It assures maximum
future development of the Colorado
area without detriment to New Mex-
ico. It opens the title to the water to
be impounded. The fixings of the j
title affords assurance to the invest- -
ment of capital necessary to the con-!

of large irrigation works,
upon the river. The increasing re-

turn waters from the irrigated lands
in Colorado are automatically solving

the interstate difficulties and ulti-
mately will care for the greater part

of the obligations undertaken by Col-
orado.

The Colorado river area, including

parts of the seven states, has been
previously in many articles
apearing in the press. The article ap-
pearing in the Rocky Mountain News
of March 17, 1923, by Haskin, gives a

terse description of the stream and
its problems. The interstate relations
upon that stream are brought to the
fore by reason of the increasing flood
menace to the Imperial Valley in Cal-
ifornia. There must be immediate
and enormous reservoirs constructed
to control the floods of the river. The
physical conditions are compelling ac-
tion. But the construction of such
reservoirs must not result in prior ap-
propriation of the waters of the river
to the detriment of the upper states.
The cost of the construction must be
repaid by the use of the water both
for power and irrigation. But such
uses must not result in an embargo
against future development in the
states of origin of the water.

In this connection one must not
overlook the recent decision of the
United States Supreme Court in the
case of Wyoming vs. Colorado, which
established the principle of priorities
on interstate streams between differ-
ent states. Idiscussed this phase of the
problem in a former letter. This ex-
perience on the Rio Grande and North
Platte rivers where claims of prior
appropriation were made to the whole
remaining flow of the river, brings to
the fore the necessity of protecting
our future development against
claims of prior appropriation by lower
states. This is accomplished by re-
sort to the treaty making powers of
the states.

The Colorado river compact furnish-

es the required protection. It is fair
to the lower states and guarantees

practically unlimited development to

the upper states for all time to come.
The compact conforms to nature’s di-
version of the drainage area of the
stream into an upper and lower bagin.
These areas are separated from each
other by the great canon of the river.
The drainage area of the river is like
a great hour glass. Over 85 per cent
of the wateT of the stream rises in the
upper part of the basin but the flow
from every upper tributary is united
to form a single stream at the head
of the canon at Lee Ferry which is
just below the south line of the Utah.
All the waters from the upper catch-
ment basin must flow past this point
like the grains of sand passing thru
the neck of an hour glass. Waste and
return waters from the upper irriga-

tion united with the original water
from the snow drifts and the rains to

form a single stream at this point.

This is the natural point of control
and measurement. Here states of the
upper basin will deliver water to the
lower basin after all u&es in the upper
basin.

The measured flow of the Colorado
river at Lee Ferry for 1922 was 16,-
000,000 acre feet. This was the net

flow of the river after all uses and
diversions within the upper basin.
The flow of the river has been meas-
ured and recorded for a quarter of a
century, and the flow for 1922 hap-

pened to be almost exactly an average
of the flow for the 25 year period of
measurement. In other words, the
1922 Lee Ferry record represents the
dependable average flow of the river
at that point. Engineers estimate
that the flow would have been over
18,500,000 acre feet at that point had
there been no diversions of water
from the stream about that point.

The flow at Lee Ferry was official-
ly ascertained by the U. S. Geological

Survey in cooperation with the state
engineers of the seven Colorado river
states. The measurements were care-
fully made and the records are au-
thentic. Nothing was left to guess or
conjecture. 16,100,000 acre feet of

water actually flowed past that point

in 1922 and this was nearly (101 per
cent) an average year. I discuss this
point because many interested persons
are not aware of the actual flow of
the river at Lee Ferry.

The compact provides that the
upper states shall not deplete the
flow at Lee Ferry below* 75,000,000
acre feet in any ten year period, rec-
koned in progressive series. In other
words. the upper stdtes agree to per-

mit what amounts to an average flow
of 7,500,00 acre feet to pass Lee Ferry

each year, altho all that is requir-

ed of the upper states is to permit the
passage of an aggregate of 75.000,000

acre feet during any ten year period,

which depending on the flow, can be
done in less than ten year period.

The compact provides that states of
the upper basin may exhaust (des-

troy) 7,500,000 acre feet of water an-
nually. Only part of the water divert-
ed is consumed. The remainder goes
back to the stream and on down to
Lee Ferry to the credit of the upper
states. The upper states, are to be
charged only with the water consum-
ed. This point has been a subject of
considerable discussion.

The term “beneficial consumptive

use” is not fully understood. We
should not overlook the word con-
sumptive.” A use may be beneficial
without being consumptive. And a
consumptive use is one which con-

sumes. The term “beneficial consump-
tive use” as used in the compact has
been defined by Director Davis of the
Reclamation Service and others to

mean the difference between the
amount diverted and the amount of
the return flow. Director Davis says

it is the “diversion minus the return

flow.” It means the amount annually

consumed during the process of mak-
ing beneficial* use. It refers to the
annual exhaustion of the water of the
stream resulting from uses.

All students of the compact agree

that this state should approve it. Am-
biguities in one or two paragraphs

have been called to the attention of

the legislature and such matters have
been thoroughly considered. It is
agreed that they are not of sufficient
moment to raise serious objection.

Those who called attention to the lan-
guage in two or three paragraphs now
all agree that the compact should be
adopted unequivocally. I have before
me the constructive suggestions of
Judge Searcy of Durango which have
been considered and thoroughly inves-
tigated and Judge Searcy now joins

in the opinion that the compact should
be adopted.

As a result of investigations prompt-

ed by his suggestions it is now gener-

ally agreed that paragraph b of Arti-
cle 111 does not authorize accumula-
tive increase of annual beneficial con-
sumptive use of waters by the lower
basin. (This paragraph means that the
lower basin may increase its annual
beneficial consumptive use of water
1,000,000 acre feet and no more) and
that Article VIIIdoes not authorize or
constitute and will not result in any
appropriation of water to the lower
basin beyond or in addition to that
made in paragraphs (a) and (b) of
Article 111.

The greater part of the discussion
has been directed to the above noted
matters, and -all parties now seem sat-
isfied with the compact as drawn and
believe its early adoption necessary
for the protection of the srtates of the
basin, including Colorado.

Colorado con not afford to delay in
acting upon this most important sub-
ject The constant processes of na-
ture are daily increasing the menace
of flood destruction in the lower parts

of the river. The day is fast ap-
proaching when construction of enor-
mous storage works will be forced
with all dispatch in order to save the
Imperial Valley and the Yuma irriga-
tion project. The decision of the
courts manifest the hazard of permit-
ting development to proceed without
sufficient protection to the upper por-

tion of the drainage area of any of our
large river systems. If Colorado or
Arizona (the only states which have
not approved the compact) should at-
tempt to surround their action of ap-
proval with conditions, reservations
or interpretations, the whole matter

would have to be resubmitted to the
states which have already ratified the
compact before any action may be
taken by Congress. There must be a

unanimous agreement between the
states before Congress can approve

their action.

READ NEWS

Mrs. Will Cidm is still on the sick
list and not so well this week.

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Chris
Decker are having a found of the
croup.

The pretty home of Mr. and Mrs.
Fleenor was burned to the ground
Wednesday evening.

The Mont Hallock and Andy Ens-
ley families are on the sick list hav-
ing a siege of flu.

Miss Mary Seeley is expected home
Thursday from Gunnison to spend the
week-end with her parents.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Read and Mr. and
Mrs. A. L. Cook and family were din-
ner guests Sunday of Mr. and Mrs.
Chas. Read.

Open The Garage Doors!
Just yesterday we read about a man

being asphyxiated in his motor car by
the fumes from his engine, which he
had started in the garage with the
doors closed. Mfssing for some time,

he was found in such a condition that
resuscitation could not be effected by

pulmotor. Carbon monoxide, which is
a dealy gas and the more dangerous
because odorless and therefore undis-
tinguishable, is a product of incom-
plete combustion. A motor engine

started when cold, does not fully con-
sume the gasoline vapor, and thus this
noxious element results. No engine
should be started within a confined
space, especially in cold weather. To
do so, is to invite disaster, at least
partial affection of the lungs and pos-
sibly death. Car users should avoid

this risk, which can be so easily

averted by a full opening of garage
doors when motors are started.

Will Have Bazaar.
The Calendar Club of the Baptist

Church will bold an Easter Bazaar at
Stockham Hardware Saturday, March
31 and will also Berve supper in the
church parlors Friday night, March
30, at 6 o'clock. Chicken supper 50c.

Visiting Friends Here.
Mrs. George Winters, formerly of

Paonia but recently of Victor, Monta-
na is spending two or three weeks
visiting Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Pitman of
this city and also attending to busi-
ness matters and visiting with friends
in Paonia.

Killed in Accident.
R. R. Ridgely, head electrician at

the Holly Sugar Company plant, re-

ceived a telegram Friday announcing

the death of his brother Frank Ridge-
ly at Rocky Ford, Colorado. He left
at once to attend the funeral. The un-
fortunate young man, who was also
an electrician, was working on an

electric light pole which fell with him
and injured him so seriously that he
passed away three hours later.

Kentucky Man Locates Here.
S. M. Ward, of Hazard Kentucky,

who recently purchased the A. E.
Hyzer home in North Delta, is a young
attorney who will probably open law
offices here soon. Mr. Ward says

that he became interested in Delta
through some literature received from
here, and as he intended to come

west, selected this as his home. He
has a family who are already comfort-
ably settled in the Hyzer property.

BOTTOMLESS PIT FOUND
IN SAN ISABEL RECESSES

By E. M. RAMES
At the end of the 70-foot vent in a

volcanic crater in the Sangre de Cris-
to region of the San Isabel National
forest, is an apparently bottomless
pit, extending far into the bowels of
the earth and from which there con-

stantly issues a current of air so
strong that lanterns and other forms
of common lights are instantly extin-
guished and blankets wrapped loosely

around stones, and thrown into the
dark hole will return to the person

who makes the cast after the weight-

ed package has fallen hundreds of
feet without landing and the air cur-

rents have separated the blankets
and the stones.

The passageway leading in under
the mountain to this dark cave is nar-

row and only three or four feet high,

and is thru solid marble walls all the
way. Dark, cold and windy is the
Journey of 70 feet to the cave at the
end of the marble corridor, and peril
ous is the approach to the edge of

the yawning pit which drops abruptly
from the floor of the chamber. The
cave is circular in form, about 20 feet
in diameter, and has a dome ceiling

completely sealed from the light of
the outdoors. Part way along one

side of the chamber runs a narrow

four-foot ledge which affords footing

for the explorer, but for more than
half the distance around the room the
walls of the pit are continuous. All
the formation is solid marble.

Paul Gilbert, forest ranger for the
Blanca district of the San Isabel, in
charge of Malachite station, explored

this strange outlet thru which molten
lava from the center of the earth es-
caped when the volcanoes of that re-
gion were active, and the chamber is

known as the “Marble Cave.” The lo-
cation is about 18 miles from the
town of Westcllffe. three-fourths of a

mile north of the Music Pass trail
from the Wet Mountain Valley across
the range into the San Louis Valley.

The cave is above timberline and
below the entrance, some 200 yards

it is possible to pick up wagon loads
of fossils of animals, the nature of
which makes certain the fact that
what is now the very top of the
mountain range, was at one time the
floor of a sea which teemed with mar-
ine life and that this floor was rent

and lifted high above the surrounding

country by the great force which
thrust up the Rockies.

Here and there in the district llvo
people who are descendants of the
Spaniards who explored the moun-
tains in the region, a long time ago, as
legends are handed down from. gener-

ation to generation and from one aged

Mexican woman, Abelina Apodaca by
name, Gilbert received much informa-
tion concerning the doings of early

settlers. The Spaniards are known to

have at one time possessed a fabu-
lously rich mine called the “Three

Step/’ and for years and years individ-
uals have sought its location which
became lost in the early days. Reli-
able evidence has been obtained to

substantiate the fact that a number of
years ago, not far from the Marble
cave, the skeleton of a Spanish Murro.
(an animal ipuch larger than the
present day pack animal) the rem-
nants of a home-made pack saddle
and one gold nugget were found.

Gilbert's inspection of this marble
cave last summer demonstrated the
fact that a force of men and certain
material will need to be assembled
before a thorough exploration of the
pit can be made.

The ranger lowered a weight to
a depth of 1,500 feet down the hole
and did not find bottom. One hun-
dred and thirty-feet from the floor of
the cave, a ledge (or step) was en-

countered and if further inspection of

the dark chasm reveals two more

such steps, the belief of the old timers

that. thiß rave is the entrance to the
Spanish mine, the "Three Step” may

be proven. There is evidence of a

ladder of primitive make remaining

in the cave; the sides of this ladder
being timbers of trees and the rungs
being made from strips of hides of
animals.

An immense body of ore in the form
of a true fissure vein had been uncov-
ered only a few months ago. within a

distance of about one-half mile from
the Marble cave, however on the
south side of Marble mountain. This
vein runs in a nurtherly direction, and
points directly towards the Marble
cave region. It is rich in gold, silver
and copper ores, assays from the out-
croppings run from $6.00 to $299.74
per ton. The vein is 32 feet wide at

the point of discovery, and the group

of three claims is known as the Cross-
Fox group of mining claims. This
further substantiates the theory that
the Lost Spanish mine is apt to be in
the region of Marble mountain, as this
mountain embraces numerous ore

bearing veins and lodea highly miner-

alized. An expedition to further ex-
plore thl* cave And the Marble moun-
tain region la being organized for the
coming season.

The Montrose Daily Press
(Only Daily in The Valley)

Delivered in Delta each afternoon 24 hours earlier than any

other Daily Newspaper, carries a double state and foreign news

service, both The Associated Press and The United Press.

For 50c a Month; $5.00 a Year
You want the daily happenings of the Uncompahgre valley,

the state and the world at large. The Montrose Daily Press gives
you this service in the most pleasing and efficient manner—six
pages of real live news each afternoon.

Phone M. 17 and The Daily Press will start to you immed-
iately, or write

THE MONTROSE DAILY PRESS
Montrose, Colorado.

RADIO!
We are now handling: Radio Outfits and

Supplies and have a thoroly qualified Radio
man who will demonstrate at our store or in
your own home. Phone or call.

WILLIAMSON MERCANTILE CO.
Austin, Colorado

SPORTING GOODS
We cairy the well known “Reach”

brand of Baseball Goods. Reach base-
balls helped many teams to win last sea-
son. Let us start you right.

0

We have Bats, Baseballs. Gloves,
Mitts, Masks —everything needed on the
diamond. Also tennis racquets and
balls.

Dunbar’s Drug Store
“If It’s From Dunbar’s It’s Right!”

Delta National Bank Building

"

i

Fifth Number
High School Lyceum Course

GUILA ADAMS
ENTERTAINER

“The best, is vet. to come.” There are few readers
on the Chautauqua platform who can so thoroughly en-
tertain their audience as does Miss Guila Adams. She
has spent eight years in platform work and enjoys the
distinction of presenting a strictly individual program
of stories and monologues arranged and written for her
exclusive use.

Miss Adams will give as a feature of her program
her iavorite monologue which was given 2,000 times to
doughboys in the United States, England, Franco andGermany.

High School Auditorium
MONDAY, IMARCH 26, 1923

Flowotb prove that
Joy’s reborn J f

\ f Come to cheer you
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J * /CHRIST Is risen
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£•3 ify the spirit of glad Mp
y W Eastertide and give the
iL touch of Springtime to
/¦Jf your home. •
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When your motor gets nervous
and teema all upset.

And some of the cylinders

strangely forget

To stay on the Job as you've

ordered them to.

No doubt the poor thing has
contracted the flu!

IT’S A SAFE BET

That Gasoline Ike will diag-

nose the case as motor flu. or

carbon congestion. Remove the
cause and effect the cure. We
clean out carbon, chemically and
mechanically, ns you like it. We
don't mind the Job; you won't
mind the bill!

Trumble Garage
Park your Pet Peeve In the

Ike House
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