
PAONIA NEWS

Floyd Fluke left Monday for Gunni-
son.

Henry Tefft was a business visitor
at Grand Junction Saturday.

Blanche Carpenter went to Delta
Friday to her home where she will re-

i main.

Vernon Redman of Somerset was a
visitor in Paonia from Saturday to
Monday.

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Harding on the 17th. They have
named him Pery Gale Harding.

The stork visited the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Geo. Pettis, March 20th,
bringing with him Harold Lloyd Pettis

The Bone Mesa club enjoyed a
dance and social Friday night at the
Bell Creek Club house. Their fam-
ilies were present.

The money cleared from the two
photo dramas, “Julius Caesar” and
the Last Days of Pompeii,” that were
put on by the Latin club will go for
enlarging the Latin department.

The play, “Sweets,” given by the
Bone Mesa club, March 14th was
quite successful. About a hundred
were present. The play was followed
by a dance at the Bell Creek Club
house.

Death visited the home of Billie
Osholdtsone. March 18th, taking away
his aged father, William Osboldstone,
eighty-five years old. Mr. Osbold-
stone was born In Liverpool, England.
The remains were interred in Cedar-
hill cemetery. Rev. Smith conducted
the services. Osboldstone has served
a term of justice of the peace.

ROGERS MESA

The choir of the Community church
is practicing for a cantata to he
given Easter Sunday.

On April sth the Community will
give a benefit social in the basement
of the Lazear church for Mrs. John
Miller.

The W. C. T. U. will meet April 5
at the home of Mrs. J. L. Compton.

Mrs. Stevens, district president, ex-
pects to be present at this meeting.

Lazear Community Church
Next Sunday is Easter and the risen

Lord calls all to His house of wor-

ship. Everyone is welcome and urged
to attend the following services:
10 a. m. Sunday School, U. L. Hiatt,

Supt. A class for each person.
11:15 a. m. An Easter service. Good

music.
7:30 p. m. *Epworth League, W. C.

Linn, Pres. Notice the change of
hour.

8:30 p. m. Evening worship. “The
Easter Gift to Men.” Good music.

At 7 o’clock Easter morn the people
will meet at the church for a sunrise
prayer meeting.

The Brotherhood class will hold its
regular monthly meeting at the James
Annand home next Monday evening.

The Official Board will meet in reg-

ular monthly session at the Church
next Thursday evening.

Paul A. Shields, Pastor.

REDLANDS

Geo Wallace of Paonia was on the
Mesa Friday.

The Durkee Ditch meeting “was held
at John McCunes Saturday.

Mrs. Eavenson and son Joe have re-

turned to Grand Junction.
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Goodwin of

Crawford were on the Mesa Saturday.

Mrs. Hugh McCune entertained at

dinner Friday in honor of her hus-
band’s birthday.

Mr. and Evans and Mrs. Morrow
motored to Paonia Sunday to visit
Mrs. Evans’ sister.

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Karnes spent Sun
day at Freeman’s. Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Wood called there also.

Mr. Stanton and daughter. Hazel,

Mr. and Mrs. Norton and baby spent
Sunday as guests of Mr. and Mrs.
John Young.

Miss Hicks, who has been nursing
Mr. and Mrs. Freeman, has returned
to her home at Midway and Mr. Free-
man’s mother, Mrs. Layman is now
caring for them. Both are able to sit
up, after a bad attack of flu.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wood enter-
tained at a five hundred party Satur-
day night. The color scheme was
carried out in detail in green and
white. All guests report a most love-
ly time.

Statement
Of the ownership, management, cir-

culation, etc., required by the act of
congress August 24, 1912, of the Delta
Independent, published weekly at
Delta, Colorado, for April Ist, 1923
that the names and addresses of the
publisher, editor, managing editor and
business manager Is Frank R. Stearns,
postofflee address, Delta, Colorado;
that the known bondholders, mort-
gagee and other security holders own-
ing or holding one per cent of total
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other
securltleo are Herbert B. Perkins.

FRANK R. STEARNS, Owner and
Publisher.

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this 28th day of March, 1922. Milton
R. Welch, notary public. My commis-
sion expires March G, 1923.
mission expires June 19, 1926.

Rockwell’s Letter

The letters this week and next will
be a general survey of present tax

conditions as I see them, showing the
fallacy of the idea that any appreciable

saving to the tax payer can be made by
a consolidation bill passed by the Leg-

islature and ending with a statement
of fundamental facts as I believe they
now exist with the only solution
which seems to me to offer itself at

this time. These letters will appear
this week and next, but should be con-
sidered as one general statement of
facts and figures.

The report of the Special Commit-
tee appointed by President Robbin H.
Davis of the Denver Civic and Com-
mercial Association to investigate and
study the two code bills before the
Legislature is one of the moist com-
plete and fair presentations of this
subject that has yet been made. The
committee Is composed of seven of
the leading business and professional
men in Denver, who had no personal

or political interest in the matter, and
Mr. Davis who appointed the commit-
tee was one of the members appoint- 1
ed by Governor Sweet to help draft
the original administrative code bill, j
Their report may therefore be con-
sidered as non-political and for the
sole purpose of information and for
the best interests of the Denver
Civic and Commercial Association and
the State of Colorado.

The summary of their report may

be condensed and their argument
against the legislature passing the Ad-
ministrative Code bill are as follows:
(the words within parenthesis are
mine)

1. The nine commissioners to be
appointed by the Governor under this
bill and who would become the State
Executives would be practically be-
yond the control of the electors, the
same as the numerous boards and
commissioners they would replace.

2. The Governor woujd not have
absolute freedom in the selection or
replacement qf the commissioners, be-
cause of the Civil Service provision of
the constitution which include these
heads of departments and which can
not he modified by any ordinary ac-

tion of the legislature. (This no doubt
refers to the provision wherein heads
of departments as well as employees
must be selected from a list prepared
by the Civil Service Commission, and
when appointed they cannot be re-

moved except for canse. Their refer-
ence to the legislature being unable
to modify these provisions refers of
course to the fact that the constitu-
tion can not he amended except by a j
vote of the entire people or a Con-
stitutional Convention.)

3. The bill practically detaches the
main government functions from the
elective offices established by the
constitution and even In the case of
the Governor leaves little absolute
power in his hands.

4. It sets up a government depen-

dent upon statute and we think is a
departure in spirit from the govern-

ment or elective officers contemplated
by our constitution. They add this
very pertinent statement. “Much can

be said in criticism of the outline of
government contained in our consti-
tutions. hut it seems hold to abandon
the whole plan of administration npon

which our constitution is based with-
out at least a constitutional change."

5. Tn some particulars we think
there Is doubt as to the constitution
ality of the proposed administrative
code.

6. The financial savings claimed
for the administrative code seem to
ns not adequatelv substantiated “The
tentative budget” accompanying the
hill (wherein the claim is made for a
saving of $500.00) shows that the
preparer of it has arbitrarily reduced
salaries In nearly all departments
without any Indication of reasons
therefore and representing immense
savings In miscellaneous operating
expenses. No system for this reduc-
tion 1s made. The pamphlet is not
convincing. The experience In Illi-
nois and Nebraska with similar meas-
ures In dispute shows that the defend-
ers of these measures In those states,
wdifle claiming Increased efficiency
(and may T again Insert the fact that
these states do not have the Civil
Services such as we have) do not
claim actual reductions of expenses ns

a result of their enactment. (These

men might have gone further regard-
ing this tentative budget and stated
that many departments Important to
the rural communities were cut out
entirely, such for Instance, as the Hor-
ticulture work thruoiit the state, the
Dairy commission, etc. This no doubt
was done from lack If Information as
to the actual needs In the rural com-
munities.)

I will not take time to discuss the
short, criticism of the Lambert bill but
merely copy the last part of their re
port on this measure: (The words In
parenthesis are again mine.)

No claim is made for great reduction
in expenses under the Lambert bill
(altho as T have stated In a former
letter, the backers of the Lambert hill
believe they can show every dollar
saved under this bill thnt could be
saved under the administrative code
bill) The Lambert bill proposed a
limited adjustment * and systematiza-

tion of state agencies and seems to go

nearly as far as Is consistent with the
spirit of our present constitution.

The conclusion of this committee Is
that neither of these bills Involve
great savings of public money and
that neither promises any large Im-
provement In the system of adminis-
trative control In state government.

We think the public exaggerates the
amount of money which can be saved
by any readjustment by state admin-
istrative agencies, and that regardless

of amount any such readjustment

should be made by substantial con-

stitional revision and can not he made
by legislative action.

It Is on this last part of the report

that I wish to enlarge upon and I be-
lieve show the impossibility of any

noticeable saving in taxes as the re-

sult of any code bill which has for its
purpose cutting down of administra-
tive cost for state government.

There is no doubt, great merit in
the effort to consolidate boards, bu-
reaus and departments which dupli-
cate one another's work, and there is
still more merit in eliminating those
which at more or less expense to the
tax payers do not function properly.
However, erven the Lambert bill pass-
es this session of the legislature,

there can not hope to be any

noticeable difference in our tax

schedule. There will be greater cen-
tralization of authority and conse-

quently more efficient under the pro-
per elective officers, perhaps as great

as It is possible or desirable under our
present Civil Service and constitu-
tional laws, and perhaps as great as

can he accomplished without a Con-
stitutional Convention. which. of
course, would amount in expense to
something like a half million dollars,
but the saving In taxes will be negli-
gible.

In a letter several weeks ago I
gave these figures which I wish to re-
peat, namely, that from the years 1915
to 1921 the increase in the total state
tax amounted to about $4,200,000 and
that of this amount only 3.6 per,cent
was for administrative expenses,
made necessary by additional obliga-

tions of the state, as against 63 per

cent or $2,668,623 to he exact for edu-
cational institutions nnd highway ex-

penses.
It is therefore very plain thnt if

there is to be nny noticeable reduc-
tion in state taxes or county taxes It
must be along the reduction In the ex-
penses of public highways and educa-
tional Institutions and I am not pre-

pared to say that the people of Coll-
rado at this time wish to go to this
extreme. To prove the statements
which T have asked Mr. C. A. Lem-
mers the Budget and 'Efficiency Ex-
pert under Government Shoup to pre-

pare for me figures which would show
the cost of the various educational
nnd penal institutions of the state, the
highway department and the cost of
administration within the state. The
following facts and figures are taken
from his letter to me In answer to my
request.

“You asked me to Itemize nnd ana-
lyze »the state mill levy of 4.48 mills
or $4.48 taxes on every SIOOO of valu-
ation and which produced $6,937,807-

65 for 1922 or the tax due nnd payable
In the present year of our Lord.

“Of this grnnd total $2,819,936.42 or
40 per cent plus Is for stnto educa-
tional Institutions, divided ns follows:
State University $662,343.82

Medical School 309.723.55
Agricultural College 332.875.39
Experiment Station 105.569.27
Ft. Lewis School 69,207.73
School of Mines 205,857.76
Teachers College 332.875.39
Gunnison Normal 124.323.05
School for Deaf and Blind.. 214,018.98
Buildings, nt five education-

al Institutions 463.191.58
“Tn other words, a little more than

two-fifths of the total state taxes for
the state educational Institutions.

“The state highway department re-
ceives $1,804,542.36 which Is 25 per
cent or one-fourth of the total state

taxes. Of this amount $1,544,373.57
is from the mill levy for Interest on
the $5,000,000 of highway bonds au-
thorized by vote of the people in 1920.

"In other words. It will be seen that
more than 65 per cent of the total
state taxes is for educational Institu-
tions and highways. This leaves 35
per cent or slightly over one mill to
be divided among the other items con-
stituting the total mill levy for state
purposes.

“This in turn may be divided Into
two parts. 14 per cent for administra-
tive purposes and. 21 per cent for our
state penal and other Institutions ex-
cluding of course our Institutions of
higher learning mentioned above.
Here we find thnt even at the remark-
able low cost of 50 cents per Inmate
for food, clothing, nurses and doctor’s
care. etc., the State Hospital for the
Insane at Pneblo costs over $400,000
per year. The State Penitentiary,
which probably the cheapest per capi-
ta maintained Institution In the Unit-
ed States, costs between $250,000 and
$300,000 per year for Its constantly In-
crease in Inmates Then follows the
Industrial School for Girls, the Indus-
trial School for Boys, the Horae forDependent Children, the State Re-
formatory. the Home for Mental De-
fectives nt Ridge nnd Grand Junction.
Interest for state highway bonds votedby the people.

Next week I shall continue this dis-
cussion showing how the cost of ad-
ministration which is slightly over Lfcmill is divided among the state legls-
Jntive. executive, judicial and otherdepartments with the approximate
cost for each and how. ns I stated at
the beginning. Impossible It Is thru a
code bill having for Its sole object the
cutting down of expenses for adminis-
trative purposes to make a noticeableshowing In our state taxes.

An Increasing Burden
For year, taxation ha, born an In*

creasing burden upon everybody, foreverybody directly or Indirectly, pay,
taxon. Figure, compiled by a recog-
nixed authority on taxation show that
taxo. In forty-one atate. In 1918 were
82 per cent higher than thoae In 1912
In 1920 they Increased 11 par oastover the preceding year, and In 1911 a12 per cent Increase waa ahown. In
1917 our taxea amounted to $5 97 per
1100 of Income; In 1921 thla amount
had rlnen to $14.22 out of every SIOO.

§ADD
TO THE VALUEOF

YOUR PROPERTY
By planting some of beautiful

FRUIT UO OMUMEMTU. TREES, EVERGREERS
SHRUBBERY, PERERHULS, VIRES, ROSES

GRAPE VIRES ARO BERRY PURTS
Our hardy, thrifty, beautiful stock will

please you beyond your expectations. It is
grown in Pueblo, hence thoroly acclima-
ted to this region.

Extra choice Blue Spruce and other
Evergreens our specialty. Write for
handsomely illustrated, free catalog—
NOW—before you forget.

ROSEUWR NURSERY ¦

P. O. Box 418 Pueblo, Colorado

RADIO
We are now handling Radio Outfits and

Supplies and have a thoroly qualified Radio
man who will demonstrate at our store or in
your own home. Phone or call.

WILLIAMSON MERCANTILE CO.
Austin, Colorado

McCormick-Deering
We Handle a Complete Line of

International harvester
Company Farm Equipment

We do not advise the buying of unneces-
sary farm equipment this year but some of
you have machines so badly worn that it
costs you good money to operate them—not
only in repairs but in die time you are laid
up. That is not good business.

Others are doing without machines that
you need to economically operate your farm
Neither is that good business.

A larger yield, better crops, more econ-
omical and efficient operation of your farm,
is just as necessary to your success as it is
to any other line of business.

Come in and Talk it Over With Us

DEVOE PAINTS
Cheapest in the long run

We make Metal Flumes and
Water Tanks to order

Stockham Hardware Co.

SAY
“GOOD MORNING”

With A Cup Of
Chase & Sanborn’s
COFFEE

There is no quicker way to make your
husband happy in the morning than by
giving him a cup of Chase & Sanborn’s
Coffee. Its delicious taste makes it al-
most impossible to resist the temptation
of another cup.

For Sale by

R. F. WILLIAMS
Delta, Colorado

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL Ist
We have a beautiful lot of Lilies, Hya-

cinths, Tulips and Daffodils coming on.
Just right. Better order at once so as not to
be disappointed.

DELTA FLORAL COMPANY
“Say It With Flowers”

You have only one pair of eyes;

Take care of them.
When you need glasses get them,
We are here every day to serve you.

L. W. HAGENER
Over Mathers Optometrist.

“A COLLEGE TOWN”
A Rousing College Farce Comedy

in Three Acts
To be presented by the

JUNIOR CLASS
HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

FRIDAY, MARCH 30,
8 o’clock

A good laugh is promised to all
Come and enjoy it

Admission 25c »nd 35c

MEN’S U. 8.
Army Munson Last
SHOES at $2.05

Size, i/a to 12
Never again will you be able to

buy theae ahoea at auch a low
price. We were lucky In finding a
manufacturer, who wai overetocked
with them, and naeded ready caah,
•o we bought them at almoat one-
half of the regular prlca. Thla ahoa
la made over the U. 8. Army Mun-son last, with heavy stltch-Ing; special grained chrome brown
leather used throughout. An Ideal
shoe for workmen, farmers, lee
men, postmen, carpenters and mo-tormen, who are obliged to be on
their feet all day.

Send correct alze. Pay post nun
• 2<® B on delivery, or sand ua ¦money order. If you are not satis-
fied with these ahoea after you ax-
amine them, we will promptly re-
fund your money.

U. 8. DISTRIBUTING A SALES
COMPANY

20-28 West 22nd Street
NEW YORK CITY, N. Y.
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