
American
Individualism

A Timely Message to
the American People

By HERBERT HOOVER
Secretary of Commerce.

Wr E HAVE witnessed In tills last
eight years the spread of rev-

olution over one-third of the
world. The causes of these explosions

lie st far greater depths than the fail-
ure of governments In war. The war
Itself In Its last .stages was a conflict
of social philosophies—but beyond this
the causes of social explosion lay in
the great Inequalities and Injustices

of centuries flogged beyond endurance
bf the conflict and freed from restraint
by the destruction of war. The urgent

forces which drive human society have
been plunged into a terrible furnace.
Great theories spun by dreamers to

remedy the pressing human ills have
come to the front of men’s minds.
Great formulas came into life that

promised to dissolve all trouble. Great
masses of people have flocked to their

banners in hopes born of misery and
suffering. Nor has this great social
ferment been confined to those nations
that have burned with revolutions.

Now, as the storm of war, of revo-
lution and of emotion subsides there
Is left even with us of the United
States much unrest, much discontent
with the surer forces of human ad-
vancement. To all of us, out of this
crucible of actual, poignant, Individual
experience has come a deal of new
understanding, and It Is for all of us

te ponder these new currents If we are

to shape our future with intelligence.
fDren those parts of the world that

suffered less from the war have been
partly infected by these ideas. Beyond

this, however, many have had high
hopes of civilization suddenly purified

and ennobled by the sacrifices and
services of the war; they had thought

the fine unity of purpose gained in war
would be carried into great unity of
action in remedy of the faults of civili-
sation in peace. But from concentra-
tion of every spiritual and material
energy upon the single purpose of war

the scene changed to the Immense com-
plexity and the many purposes of
peace.

Thus there loom up certain definite
underlying forces in our national life
that need to be stripped of the imagi-

nary—the transitory—and a definition
should be given to the actual, perma :

nent and persistent motivation of our
civilization. In contemplation of these
questions we must go far deeper than
the superficial of our political and
economic structure, for these are but
the products of our social philosophy

—the machinery of our social system.

Nor Is it ever amiss to review the
political, economic, and spiritual princi-
ples through which our country has
steadily grown in usefulness and great-
ness, not only to preserve them from
being fouled by false notions, but more

importantly that we may guide our-
selves in the road of progress.

Five or six great social philosophies
are at struggle In the world for as-
cendency. There is the Individualism
of America. There is the Individual-
ism of the more democratic states of
Europe with its careful reservations of
castes and classes. There are Com-
munism, Socialism, Syndicalism, Cap-
italism. and finally there is Autocracy

—whether by birth, by possessions,
militarism, or divine right of kings.

Even the Divine Right still lingers on
although our lifetime has seen fully
two-thirds of the earth's population, in-
cluding Germany, Austria, Russia, and
China, arrive at a state of angry dis-
gust with this type of social motive
power and throw it on the scrap heap.

All these thoughts are in ferment
today in every country in the world.
They fluctuate in ascendency with
times and places. They compromise
with each other In dally reaction on
governments and peoples. Some of
these ideas are perhaps more adapted

to one race than another. Some are
false, some are true. What we are
Interested in is their challenge to the
physical and spiritual forces of Amer
lea.

The partisans of some of these other
brands of social schemes challenge us

to comparison; und some of their par-
tisans even among our own people are
increasing in their agitation that we

adopt one or another or parts of their
devices In place of our tried individual
Ism. They insist that our social foun-

dations are exhausted, that like fuedal-
lsm and autocracy America’s plan has
served its purpose—that It must be
abandoned.

There are those who have been left
In sober doubt of our institutions or
are confounded by bewildering catch-
words of vivid phrases. For in this
welter of discussions there is much at-
tempt to glorify or defame social and
economic forces with phrases. Nor in-
deed should we disregard the potency

of some of these phruses in their stir
to action —*The dictatorshp of the
Proletariat," "Capitalistic nutlons,"
“Germuny over all," and a score of oth-
ers. We need only to review those that
have Jumped to horseback during the
last ten years in order that we may
be properly awed by the great soclul
and political havoc that can be worked
where the bestial Instincts of hate,
murder, ami destruction are clothed by

the demagogues in the fine terms of

political Idealism.
For myself, let me say at the very

outset that my faith in the essential
• truth, strength, end vitality of the de-
-I—lspitig creed by which we have httfc*

erto lived in this country of ours has
been confirmed and deepened by the
searching experiences'of seven years of
service in the backwash and misery

of war. Seven years of contending
with econoyiic degeneration, with so-

cial disintegration, with incessant po-
litical dislocation, with all of iis seeth-
ing and ferment of Individual and
class conflict, could but impress me

with the primary motivation of social
forces, and the necessity for broad-
er thought upon their great is-
sues to humanity. And from It all I
emerge an Individualist —an unashamed
Individualist. But let me say also
that I am an American individualist
For America has been steadily develop-
ing the ideals that constitute progres-
sive individualism.

No doubt, individualism run riot,

with no tempering principle, would pro-
vide a long category of inequalities, of
tyrannies, dominations, and injustices.
America, however, has tempered the
whole conception of individualism by

the injection of a definite principle,
and from this follows that
attempts at domination, whether in
government or In the processes of In-
dustry and commerce, are under an
insistent curb. If we would have the
values of individualism, their stimula-
tion to initiative, to the development
of hand and intellect, to the high de-
velopment of thought and spirituality,
they must be tempered with that firm
and fixed ideal of American Individu-
alism —an equality of opportunity. If
we would have these values we must

soften its hardness and stimulate prog-
ress through jthat sense of service that
lies in our people.

Therefore, it is not the individualism
of other countries for which I would
speak, but the individualism of Amer-
ica. Our individualism differs from
all others because it embraces these
great Ideals: that while we build our
society upon the attainment of the In-
dividual, we shall safeguard to every
Individual an equality of opportunity
to take that position In the commun-
ity to which his intelligence, character,

ability, and ambition entitle him; that
we keep the social solution free from
frozen strata of classes; that we shall
stimulate effort of each Individual to
achievement; that through an enlarg-

ing sense of responsibility and under-
standing we shall assist him to this
attainment; while he In turn must
stand up to the emery wheel of com-

petition.
Individualism cannot be maintained

as the foundation of a society If Tt
looks to only legalistic justice based
upon contracts, property, and politi-
cal equality. Such legalistic safe-
guards are themselves not enough. In
our Individualism we have long since
abandoned the laissez falre of the
Eighteenth century—the notion that It
is "every man for himself and the
devil take the hindmost." We aban-
doned that when we adopted the Ideal
of equality of opportunity—the fair
chance of Abraham Lincoln. We have
confirmed its abandonment in terms of
legislation, of social and economic Jus-
tice—In part because we have learned
that it Is the hindmost who throws
the bricks at our social edifice. In part

because we have learned that the fore-
most are not always the best nor the
hindmost the worst —and In part be-
cause we have learned that social in-
justice Is the destruction of Justice
Itself. We have learned that the im-
pulse to production can only be main-
tained at a high pitch If there is a

fair division of the product. We have
also learned that fain division can

only be obtained by certain restric-
tions on the strong and the dominant.
We have Indeed gone even further in
the Twentieth century with the »•»-

bracement of the necessity of a greater

and broader sense of service and re-
sponsibility to others as a part of in-
dividualism.

Whatever may be the case with re-
gard to Old World individualism (and

we have given more back to Europe

than we received from her) the truth
that Is Important for us to grasp to-
day is that there Is a world of differ-
ence between the principles and spirit
of Old World Individualism and that
which we have developed in our own
country.

We have. In fact, a special social
system of our own. We have made It
ourselves from materials brought In
revolt from conditions in Europe. We
have lived It; we constantly Improve
It; we have seldom tried to define it.
It abhors autocracy and does not argue
with It, but fights It. It is not capital-
ism, or socialism, or syndicalism, nor
a cross breed of them. Like most
Americans, I refuse to be damned by
anybody’s word-classification of It, such

us "capitalism," "plutocracy," "prole-

tariat” or "middle-class,” or any other,

or to any kind of compartment that Is
based on the assumption of some
group dominating somebody else.

The social force in which Iam Inter-
ested Is fnr higher and far more pre-
cious a thing than all these. It springs
from something infinitely more en-
during ; It springs from the one source
of human progress—that each Individ-
ual shall he given the chance and
stimulation for development of the
best with which he has been endowed
In heart and mind; it Is the sole source

of progress; It Is American Individu-
alism.

The rightfulness of our individual-
ism can rest either on philosophic, po-
litical, economic, or spiritual grounds.
It can rest on the ground of being the
only safe avenue to further human
progress.
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Stray Bits of Wisdom.
A good and true woman is said to

resemble a Cremona fiddle—age bat
Increase* Us worth and ewfeeteas Its
•one.—O. W. Holme#.

ROGERS MESA

Mrs. John Bryan spent Wednesday
in Delta.

Mr. and Mrs. Vane Linn spent the
week-end in Grand Junction.

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Compton and Mr.
Cribb spent Thursday in Delta.

The W. C. T. U. will meet May Ist
at the home of Mrs. Robert Craig.

Miss Inez Florence of Hotchkiss
spent Sunday with Miss Beth Durkin.

Mr. and Mrs. Dolton Robinson are

the proud parents of a baby boy born
Saturday.

Sunday, April 22th Rev. Stetoart of
Hotchkiss and Rev. Shields will ex-
change pulpits.

Mrs. D. S. Walker of Hotchkiss
spent several days with her daughter,
Mrs. C. J. Lawlor.

Mr. and Mrs. Seivers and family of
Hotchkiss spent Sunday with Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Thompson.

Edward Keith who was visiting his
brother, C. J. Lawlor left Thursday

for his home in Kansas City.
Miss Jane McDowell of Kansas ar-

rived Sunday to spend the summer
with her sister, Mrs. A. Linn, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Wyatt and Miss-
es Catherine and Cordelia spent Sun-
day with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lewis.

Miss Louisa Compton received the
highest number of votes for May

Queen at the box supper Saturday eve-
ning.

Mrs. Richard Hartman was hostess
to the Eastern Star Club at the home
of Mrs. S. A. Sylvester in Hotchkiss,
Thursday.

Miss Marian Carr, who came home
from the Western Slope State College
to recover from the flu, returned to
school Wednesday.

The Modem Women’s Club voted to
have no meeting April 26th and ac-
cepted the invitation from the Federat-
ed Clubs to attend the Western Slope
convention in Hotchkiss, April 24-26.

Mrs. Robt Girling returned home
Saturday evening, leaving Richard
with his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. I.
Girling of Colorado Springs. The baby

is doing so well under the doctor's
care that 1t was thought best to con-
tinue the treatment.

On April 12th U. 8. Federal Prohibi-
tion Agent Trimble assisted by under
sheriff Merritt of Delta and the local
deputy sheriff made several raids.
Nothing was found except several
empty barrels and bottles with a
strong smell of "moonshine.”

The Farmers Union will meet Satur-
day evening In the church basement.
The debate, Resolved that cooperative
commodity marketing Is more profit'
able than Individual marketing: Af-
firmative Messrs. Slack, Bruce and
Will Linn; Negative Messrs. Durkin,

Annand, Bennett. All men and wo-

men interested are urged to attend.
FYiday evening Dr. Beeson met with

the Extension class, after the lesson
in appreciation of Dr. Beeson's help
during the classes, the class tendered
him a reception. Speeches were made
by Prof. Hiatt, Messrs. Craig. Bennett,
Slack. Bruton, Bruce. Rev. Paul
Shields and Dr. Beeson, after which
delicious refreshments were served.

Lazear Community Church
The services next Sunday will be &b

follows:
10 a. m. Sundy School. U. L. Hiatt,

Supt.

11:15 a. m. Morning Worship. The
Rev. J. H. Stewart of Hotchkiss will
preach.

7:30 p. m. Epworth League, W. C.
Linn, Pres.

8:30 p. m. Evening Worship.
Some of the contest books are not

returned.
Paul A. Shields, Pastor.

It Vamps Them
A San Francisco man has invented

a mosquito-slaying machine which, he
says, will annihilate 100,000 "skeeters"
a day. Hhere’s what makes up the de-
vice: A motor, a violin string, an elec-
tric suction fan and a square of fly
papers. The motor slides a bow back
and forth across the violin string,
tuned to produce the same kind of
music as the mosquitoes mating song.
Onhearing the vamping note the
"skeeter” hastens to Investigate. The
suction fan pulls the pesky little fel-
low In and deposits him on the fly

paper, when he gets too near. The
device will attract mosquitoes from a
radius of a mile, acocrding to the in-
ventor.

FRUITLAND

W. J. Ronk left last week for hla
homestead at Powdertiorn. His wife
will Join him later.

Mrs. Saul Pacheo who haa been very

111 from the flu the rant week Is con-
siderably better at this writing.

The Misses Nancy Lynch and Nellie
Pattemon of Crawford were week-end
guests In the Crltchlow home.

William Fletcher arrived from
Mansfield, Massachusetts, on Mon-
day and will make an extended visit
with his sister, Mrs. Jesse Pratt.

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Crowder en-
tertained Raymond Crowder, Adella
and Dorothy Darla and Ida and Ruby
Endsley at dinner on Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Roe, Prof. Hor-
ton and the Misses Hsnd and Homer
ot Hotchkiss were luncheon guests

In the Will Roe boms on Saturday.

Mesdames Roe. Crltchlow, Pratt and
Davis attended the Ladies’ Aid at
Crawford laßt Thursday afternoon.
Mrs. Roe being hostess at this time.

Mr. and Mrs. Rob ley Mead and Eu-
gene TeSelle and sister, Lillie, mo-
tored to Paonia Friday evening to en-
joy the band from the agrlcultrual col-
lege.

The directors of the Frultland Irri
gation company rode the tower five
miles of the ditch on Thursday, milk-
ing plans and arrangements for the
necessary repair work.

The ditch crew moved camp to the
lower end of the mesa on Monday,

where they commenced repair work
This work will only take about two

weeks if good weather continue*.
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Goodwin left

Wednesday of last week for Califor-
nia They are making the trip over
land In their new Chevrolet car. Mr*
Goodwin was a Frultland Mesa girl

for a number of years and her many

friends are sorry to have them locate
so far away.

A meeting was held at the Ariel
school house Sunday afternoon for
the purpose of re-organizing the Farm
Bureau. At the close of a pleasant
afternoon light refreshments were
served. Another meeting will be held
at the same place Friday night. May
4th. Everybody come and help us

boost this organization.

Announcing
Our Co-Operation

in the New

Following out our policy of extending the facilities of this bank in
whatever way we can tp serve the public, we have arranged to
give our co-operation to the new Ford Weekly Purchase Plan.

We realize what the automobile means to the average family in
bringing them greater enjoyment of life, and believe our action in
helping those who desire to become Ford owners will be appre-
ciated by many families who can now realize that ambition thru
the new Ford Weekly Purchase Plan.

Under this plan, you can begin with an initial deposit as low as
$5.00. Then select the type of Ford Car you want—Touring
Car, Runabout, Coupe, Sedan, etc.,—and arrange to make week-
ly deposits on which interest will be computed at our regular 4%
savings rate.

Come in and let us explain the Ford Weekly Purchase Plan to
you, or, if you wish, go to the nearest Ford Dealer for further
details.

Start today, and before you realize it you will be driving your

own car.

First National Bank
Delta, Colorado

QUALITY SERVICE

FAIRVIEW COAL MINE
Lump $2.50 per ton at Mine. Nut $1 per ton

We put out good, clean coni. Good Camp House.
Plenty of Good Water.

C. M. WIGHT, Operator.
Colorado Phone Cedar 23R-4

Terrell’s Restaurant
For the best there is in

EATS
When you have tried all the rest,

then try the best.
We pride ourselves on our cooking

and the service we give.
When you eat here there is no

charge for these privileges.
It will be a pleasure to have you

come in.

TERRELL’S RESTAURANT
Lawrence Terrell, Proprietor
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