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W. O. STEPHENS CROSSES
GOD'S GREAT DIVIDE SATURDAY

On Saturday, May 5, 1923, W. O.
Stephens, one of Delta’s earliest pio-
neers, and for many years a promin-

ent political figure, answered the fi-
nal summons and entered that land
whence no man returns. Death came

at Los Angeles, California, where for
the past thirteen years he and his
wife have made their home, and was
due to heart trouble from which he
had been suffering since last October.

William Oliver Stephens was born
at Big Springs, Kentucky, on March
15, 1848. In his early childhood he
moved with his parents to Springfield,

Missouri, and there he grew to man-
hood. In June, 1871, he was mar-
ried to Miss Mary Ellen Dryden, at
Springfield, and eight years later Mr.
Stephens responded to the lure of the
great undiscovered West and came to

Colorado, locating first at Leadville
in the boom days, and later being

Joined by his family at Gunnison.
In December, 1881, they reached

what is now Delta, traveling in a

prairie schooner. They took up a
160 acre homestead, the east line of
which is now Delta’s Main street, and
erected their little log shanty, being
the building south of the Delta house
Just recently torn away.

Five children came to bless the
union, of whom two—Ralph and John-
ny, died in infancy, and a daughter.

May. passed away In 1898. The re-
maining children who with the wife
and mother are left to mourn, are

Miss Nellie Eva Stephens, a teacher
in Manual Arts High School, at Los

Angeles, and William Joseph Steph-

ens of this city.
Few men have had so much to do

with shaping the early history of
Delta county as has W. O. Stephens.
Of sturdy southern stock, he never
met defeat, and we who today enjoy
the blessings of modern surroqndings
can only vaguely realise what such
men meant to the country.

He was one of the founders of the
Methodist church of this city and as-
sisted in the construction of the
frame building at the alley in the
rear of the present magnificent edi-
fice.

Three times he served as postmas-

ter of Delta, and was a prominent
figure in the ranks of the Republi-
can party during his life here. He
was one of the Incorporators of the
Garnet ditch and a member of the
Water Users’ board in the pinafore
days of the Tunnel Project.

He passed from earthly life at the
age of 75 years one month and 20
days, laying down his burden with
a sublime hope and trust in the life
eternal.

Funeral services were held from
the family home. 1025 West 68th St..
Dos Angeles, at 2:30 o'clock Tuesday
afternoon, nnd interment was in En-
glewood cemetery.

CALENDAR FOR COM-
MENCEMENT WEEK

High School Auditorium
Senior Play Friday. May IS. 8 p. m.
Baccalaureate Service-May 20, 8 p. m.
Senior Class Day-May 21, 10:30 a. m.
Junior Senior Banquet May 22
Commencement May 24, 8 p. m.
Junior High Graduation

Friday. May 25, 9:30 a. m.

Baccalaureate Service Bunday, May 20
High School Auditorium, 8 p. m.

Processional Viola Kyffin
Hymn, “Come Thou Almighty King”

Congregation Standing

Invocation Rev. Sherman
Scripture Reading Rev. Stallings

Music Will Ratekln, J. A.
Ratekin, Oliver Cook, W. Jeffers

Sermon Rev. A. B. Parry
Male Quartette
Benediction Rev. F. W. Pimlott
Recessional Viola Kyffin

Claee Day Exercises, May 21, 10:30
a. m., H. 8. Auditorium

Class Tell
Class History Raymond Farmer
Music Senior Orchestra
Class Poem Leah Burch
Class Prophecy Ruby Johnson
Class Song
Quartette-.Neiva Remington, Edith
Kurs, Lloyd Mathers Wallace Bethel
Class Will Ruel Johnson
Turning over the D. H. S. Brnnd_-

- Donald Marshall

Commencement Program, May 24th,

8 p. m., High School Auditorium
Processional Helen Hillman
Invocation Rev. F. W. Pimlott
Music.. Mesdames Oliver Cook, C.

E. Harding, J. E. Chalmers. Will
Mack

Music Miss Wynne Killian, Mr.
Will Ratekln

Presentation of Class
Prin. L. L. Beahm

Presentation of Diplomas
Dr. F. W. Grove

Presentation of Special Awards
Arthur J. Foster

Benediction Rev. Sherman
Recessional - Helen Hillman

Visiting Her Son.v
¦•inriy

nsi will

Mrs. Julia L. Mack arrived Monday
from Canon Vity for a visit with her
son, W. L. Mack and family.

Rev. Stallings to the Springs.

Rev. B. F. Stallings left Monday for
Colorado Springs to attend the State
Missionary meeting of Christian
churches.

T. O. Ong Here.
T. O. Ong, who makes his home at

Stockton, California, will be here a

couple of weeks more looking after
his property at Roubideau, known as
the old Griffith ranch.

Mrs. Wagner to Mesa.
Mrs. Walter Wagner will leave Sat-

urday for Mesa to Join her husband
who has been there some time. Mr.
Wagner is a ranger of the Battlement
National Forest.

Eckert P. O. Advancing.
On April 1 the Eckert postoffice

was changed from fourth to third
class. Among other privileges now

allowed to this office is that of issu-
ing international money orders.

Pipe Line Replaced.
The south end of Main street is

torn up this week the pipe line is
being replaced with four inch instead
of two inch. The new line is being

put in for a distance of several
blocks.

Lee LeMarr Home From Los Angeles.

Lee LeMarr returned Saturday
morning from a trip to Los Angeles

where he went to look after affairs in
connection with his thriving poultry

business. He and Mr. Bell will soon
have another carload of chickens
ready to ship.

To Telluride.
A number of Delta men have left

or are about to leave for Telluride to

work on the big flume being put In

at that point by the Western Colorado
Power company. They are Jim Ryan.

Wm. Merritt. T. W. Welch, Ira Tay-

lor and Arthur Taylor.

R. C. Farrell Dies.

Rudolph C. Farrell, former resident,

of the Gunnison Valley, died recently
at a hospital In Salt Lake after being

Injured in a mine accident. Mr. Far-
rell was born at Garfield. Colorado,

and was 40 years of age. He is sur-
vived by five children living at Farm-
ington. New Mexico.

Marriage Market Dull.
Only two marriage licenses have

been issued by the county clerk since
last Issue and these are both from out-

side Delta county. They are W. W.
Wallace and Miss Mildred Harter,
both of Frulta, and Russell Clark
Gibbs and Laura Lucille Kendall,

both of Grand Junction.

Fred Hooper Promoted.
Fred Hooper, who for the past year

has been at Amsterdam, New York,

has accepted the position of assistant
manager of the J. C. Penny store in
Trinidad. His mother, Mrs. Lillie
I. Hooper writes that they are over-
joyed to be back in Colorado again

with every prospect of staying.

"Thirteenth Chair" In Montrose.
The “Thirteenth Chair” Legion play

which met with such wonderful suc-
cess here the 27th of last month, will
be presented at Montrose under aus-
pices of Company D, 157th Infantry.
Colorado National Guards. It will be
given in the Armory on the evening

of May 17th.

Gresham's Leaving Today.
Dr. and Mrs. W. W. Gresham are

leaving today for Montrose where
they will remain for two weeks visit-
ing friends before going on to Mississ-
ippi. They both assure us that they

will return eventually to Delta as they
like the people of our little city much
too well to be content elsewhere for
any length of time.

D. & R. G. Mixup.
Five care of coal and two empty

cattle cara left tbe tracb within two
miles ot Delta on the branch line
Thursday morning at 11:30. Fortun-
ately no one was injured but several
cars were pretty badly damaged and
quite a length of track torn up. The
accident held the evening passenger
train to Somerset up tor several hours.

Snowfall Heavy.

Incomplete reports indicate that
the snowfall on the Uncompahgre and
Gunnison watersheds is rather above
normal. In view of this fact contin-
ued warm weather is viewed with
considerable alarm. A few days of
cold weather right now to retard the
flow of the water would be of great

value not only in the prevention of
serious overflow, but in the conserva-
tion of the water till the latter part

ot the season. A full report will
probably ho In the hands of the Fores-
try offices by nest week.

DELTA ELKS WILL
ERECT FINE BUILDING

Delta is to have another handsome

brick building on Main Street this
year, if ail reports which seem to be
persistent, are true.

It is to be a New Elk’s home, and
will be two and one-half stories above
the ground. As the Elks are noted
for doing things right whenever they
undertake a movement of this char-
acter the new building is expected to
be something the entire community

will be proud of.
The Delta Lodge of Elks already

own the site at the corner of Sixth
and Main street, well located for such
a building, and plans under consider-
ation show an approximate cost of
360,000, which is to include fixtures
and furniture.

When the present officers of the
Lodge assumed charge, last month, a
building and finance committee was
appointed, consisting of J. E. Hill-
man, chairman, W. R. Johnson, Clar-
ence Mower, Ernest Engelhardt and
John Beverstock. This committee has
already held meetings, organized It*
self, and has made a partial report to

the lodge. It is said that the majority
ity of the membership is in favor of
building and of financing the project
from the membership alone. An ef-
fort is now being made to increase the
lodge membership to 600 at which
time the building of the home will be
started. The Lodge officers express

confidence that this membership
mark will be reached during the early
part of the summer, so that the work
of construction can be done concur-
rently and the Home made ready for
occupancy by January 1. 1924.

BEE MEN ORGANIZE
CO-OPERATIVE SYSTEM

The bee men of Delta and Montrose
counties met in Delta Saturday to con-
sider the organization of a cooperative
marketing system similar to that of
the potato growers, and using a sim-
ilar contract based on the new coop-
erative marketing law. These two

counties have about 75 per cent of the
honey output signed up and expect to
get 95 per cent without difficulty.

The four counties of Delta. Mont-
rose. Mesa and Garfield are uniting
in this organization, which in turn Is
to cooperate with the state organiza-

tion. These four counties ship an-
nually forty cars of honey.

The following directors were named
at the Saturday meeting: Ross Conk-
lin of Delta. J. J. Durkin of North
Fork, I. T. Hartford of Surface Creek.
W. H. Kendle and J. C. Mathews of
Montrose.

DELTA LOSES TO OLATHE
IN FAST BALL GAME

Before the largest baseball aggrega-
tion seen in Olathe for a long time,
the Olathe sluggers defeated the
Delta nine Sunday afternoon by a

score of 21 to 14.
Frank Graham tossed for the Delta

lads, Warren catching, while C. Neal
and Mills made up the batery for
Olathe.

Errors were numerous, every man
on the Delta team registering one
but Bill Graham, our trusty first
baseman.

Next Sunday the Delta team will
Journey to Paonia and cross bats
with the Peach Pickers.

BEET GROWERS REORGANIZE
MARKETING ASSOCIATION

At a recent meeting held at Greeley
of the Board of Directors of the
Mountain Btatea Beet Growers asso-
ciation and other leaders in the in-
dustry. it was determined to reorgan-
ize under the name of the Mountain
States Beet Growers Marketing asso-
ciation. Under the contract, which
was adopted for one year only, the as
soclatlon Is authorised to market
beets only on a 50-60 basis and the
growers agree not to sell or grow or
contract to grow any sugar beets ex-
cept under the terms of the contract
and at an approved price. The con-
tract becomes binding on the signing
up of 76,000 acres.

Mortimer Stone, of the firm of
Stewart A Stone, who la now prac-
ticing at Fort Collins, prepared the
contract and Incorporation papers.
Mr. Stone Is attorney for the State
Farm Bureau.

LIONS DEFEAT ROTARIANS
IN OPENING GAME OF SEASON

There was a good crowd at the
ball park Tuesday evening to take in
the opening game of the Twilight
League, staged by the Rotarlans and
Lions.

Five Innings were played as per
schedule, and the final chalkup show-
ed 8 for the roarin' crowd, as against
2 for the lambs.

Norman and Parker formed the bat-
tery for the Lions, while Raber and
Davie served in a like capacity for
the Rotarlans. Keller umpire.

GUARDS TO OPEN
CAMPAIGN FOR RECRUITS

Plans have been formulated to make
the National Guard a valuable asset
in the community. For this purpose
plans have been set in motion for
joint committees from the Lions, Ro-
tary and other civic clubs, and the
Chamber of Commerce.

Among the objects to be accomplish-
ed is to aid the local company in
maintaining its required membership;
to make the armory, which has been
built at state expense, a civic or com-
munity center; to aid, indirectly, in
furnishing the armory and contribute
to the comfort and convenience of the
members.

The result of these efforts is that a
drive for recruits will open Satur-
day, May 12th, and continue for one
week. Every recruit means that
much more money to Delta and Delta
merchants from the pay granted by
the U. S. Government. With a full
membership this would approximate
SIO,OOO a year.

The joint committees have had one
meeting and every assurance was
given Captain Gueno that the organi-
zation would be supported.

DELTA’S MAYOR TOSSES THE
GAUNTLET TO MONTROSE CHIEF

The war is on. If you don’t believe
it, read the following

“WHEREAS, It is not possible for
any citizens with a public spirit to
ignore the call of Christian endeav-
or, nor to close his ears to the cry
of the needy, and

“WHEREAS, the sale of ‘The War
Cry’ does promote the welfare of
those who require the aid of Christian
people, and

“WHEREAS. Captain Lottie Schell,
who has been a faithful worker in
the cause of charity and mercy in
Montrose and Delta counties for
many years, deserves the aid and en-
couragement of all those among
whom she has circulated this worthy
publication, and

•"WHEREAS, as chief executive of-
ficer for the City of Delta. I feel it
my duty to render all possi-
ble aid in the promotion of the good
work, of which the sale of "The War
Cry’ is far from being the least,

“THEREFORE. I do hereby chal-
lenge August L. Anderson. Mayor of
Montrose, in the sale of the above
publication, at a date to be named by
the said August L. Anderson. Mayor

of Montrose, firmly believing that the
people of Delta city and county will
for the sake of charity and the fur-
therance of things profitable, pur-
chase a larger number than the peo-
ple of Montrose city and county.

(Signed) A. EJ PENLEY,
Mayor of the City of Delta”

MISSOURI DAY TO BE
CELEBRATED MAY 26

Big plans are being made for the
second Missouri Day celebration, to

be held here Saturday. May 26.
A street parade, band music by

Blackburn’s Kid Band, basket dinner,
street sports, addresses, a baseball
game, broncho busting, Forsythe’s
merry go round, a dance and a box-
ing match, will be among the fea-
tures. Full program will be announc-
ed next week.

MARKET REPORT
The following market quotations

are given through the courtesy of the
Delta Flour Mills, the Associated
Fruit Co., and Frost’s Grocery:

Wholesale
Potatoes, hundred .60
Marquis Wheat, hundred 1.80
Defiance Wheat, hundred 1.70

Retail
Creamery Butter, pound .50
Ranch Butter, pound .40
Eggs, dozen .18

Carl Rupp Visits.
Carl K. Rupp returned Tuesday from

New York and is spending the week
visiting his family. Mr. Rupp is as-

sociated with the American Fruit
Growers, Inc., and reports a very suc-
cessful winter from a business stand*
point. Owing to better facilities he
says he found it much easier to mar-
ket products than from the west. He
stated, however, that the fruit pack
was very much inferior to most of
that from this section. Mrs. Rupp
and two daughters have remained
here on account of school work and
their future plans are not formulated.

Road Surveyed.
The new road, Federal project No.

241, connecting the north end of
Main street with the graveled road In
North Delta, has been surveyed by
Oliver B. Cook, resident engineer of
tbe State Highway department, in
readiness for the dirt which will be
hauled from Delta streets as they are
graded. The new road will be much
stralghter than the old one, making
a long gentle curve instead of a sharp
turn this side of the bridge.

Offices Moved.
Dr. Cook and Cook are moving this

week from the offices formerly oc-
cupied by Dr. Gresham to more spa-
cious rooms in the Hillman building.

E. M. Ray Called Away.

E. M. Ray of this city was called
to Elkhart, Kansas, the first of the
week on account of the illness of his
brother.

Office in First National.
Claybaugh & Simpson have taken

offices in the First National Bank
building for the summer, which will
be headquarters for the graveling

work.

Tea at Hospital Saturday.
l
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The annual tea given for the bene-
fit of the Western Slope Memorial
Hospital will be held Saturday from
two to five on the lawn of the hospi-

tal. A charge of 15c will be made.

Harry Williamson Transferred.

Harry Williamson, who has been a

Federal prohibition agent in Denver
for the past six or seven years, has
been transferred to Seattle, where he
will continue to make the way of the
transgressor as hard as possible.

Royal Neighbors Meet.

The Royal Neighbors School of In-
struction will be held in Delta June
2nd. All Neighbors are requested to
be present at the meeting next Wed-
nesday when arrangements will be
made.

Her Mother Dies.
Mrs. C. A. Moeller received a mes-

sage announcing the death of her
mother at Kansas City, and left at

once for that place. She was taken
to Grand Junction by auto in order
to take the night train.

Burgins Shearing.

A force of men has been busy this
week at the Burgin Bros, ranch on

California Mesa, shearing the 950
sheep owned by this firm. Wool is
bringing a good price now and they
hope to receive a fair amount for the
clip.

Mother’s Day at Methodist Church.

The Sunday School will meet as
usual at 9:45. At 11 o’clock a special
program appropriate to Mother’s Day
will be presented with special music
and other features. Epworth League

at 7:00. Evening service, a lecture on

home missions illustrated with slides.
All are invited.

Special Program at Baptist Church.
opeciai rrogram as

oapsisi
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Mother’s Day will be observed with
fitting ceremonies at the Baptist

church, both morning and evening.

The evening service will be a special
program with 15 young people, entit-
led. “An Evening at Home with Moth-
er.”

Hotchkiss Couple Marry.
C. Ralph Miller and Miss Anna

Haines, both of Hotchkiss, were unit-
ed in marriage at the Baptist parson-
age Thursday, May 10. by Rev. A. B.
Parry. The young couple will make
their home near Hotchkiss. They
wer accompanied by Mr. and Mrs.
Terrell Ellington.

Little Girl Seriously Ill.

Joyce, the six-year-old daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. George Johnson, is ly-

ing critically ill at her home from
measles and complications from which
she has been suffering but a few
days, and grave fears are entertain-
ed. Friends are anxiously awaiting

reports of her recovery.

Commissioners Meet.
The county commissioners held

their regular meeting Monday. The
usual monthly bills were presented
and approved and two appointments

were made. I. T. Hartford of Cedar-
edge, was appointed county bee in-
spector and W. H. Beckley was ap-

pointed Constable of justice precinct

No. 1. comprising the lower end of
the county from the state bridge.

Company C. to Montrose.
Company C of the National Guards

will go to Montrose Sunday and thence
to the rifle range east of the city,

where the day will be spent in rifle
practice. Dinner will be served at
12 on tbe range. Full packs will be
carried and regular uniform worn.
Visitors will be welcome.

State Humane Officer Here.
Frank T. Bright, State Humane of-

ficer, is spending the week here look-
ing after various matters which have
been reported to the State Bureau of
Child and Animal Protection. Mr.
Bright states that he deplores the
lack of cooperation and apparent re-
ticence on the part of officials in this
neighborhood, which makes his work
very difficult indeed. However, he
has succeeded in running down a few
cases which he has been able, to die*
pose of according to the practice of
his office.

WORK ON DELTA STREETS
COMMENCED MONDAY

Monday was a day that has been
long looked forward to by residents
of Delta, for on that day the actus!
work of grading and graveling tbs
streets was begun. It had been the
intention of those in charge to begin
at the south end of Main street but
as it is torn up for repairs on tbs
water pipe line, work began on Meek-
er street at the extreme south end.
About twenty men and teams and six
or eight extra men of whom practi-
cally all are local people, were at
work the first of the week plowing
the sides of the streets ready for the
scrapers.

Some difficulty was experienced In
getting enough scrapers and all that
belong to the city and county were
pressed into service. Other machin-
ery. including rock crusher and load-
er has been ordered and arrived yes-
terday. As fast as a full set of ma-
chinery can be assembled more men
will be engaged and the work car-
ried on as rapidly as possible. Even
at that is is estimated that it will
take until some time in August to
to complete the work.

C. E. Shropshire of Grand Junction
is in charge of the grading work. Mr.
Shropshire stated that he was well
pleased with the way the work is
progressing and that he is particular-
ly pleased with the splendid set of

, horses that are on the Job. The teams
! are locally owned and include some
| beauties.
i The graveling will be in charge of

|B. H. Simpson, one of the firm of
! Claybaugh and Simpson, and will

] probably be commenced Monday.

Gravel will be taken from Garnet
i Mesa and will .be hauled down to the

crusher by means of a drag line and
| pulley attached to a tractor. The

i gravel will be screened and all over
; one and one-half inches will be put

through the crusher. This work will

be in the hands of a separate crew of'
; men, so the number at work will be
greatly increased by next week,

j All surplus dirt left after the grade

I is corrected will be loaded into coun-*

i ty trucks and hauled away to be used-
on the county roads, probably be-

i tween the railroad and the river just

north of town. M. B. Sprott of Grand
Junction, who is timekeeper and su-
pervisor, tells us that there will not
be a great deal of dirt to be hauled
away as the amount cut off in one
place will be used to fill other places

and also a good deal will be needed in
the middle of the street in many

places in order to bring it up to the
proper crown. Where a proper curb-
ing has not been put in, the graders

are throwing enough dirt to one side
so that the property owner can put

in the curb and just level off the dirt
and have the right amount of fill.

J. P. Sleeper, engineer for the con-
| tractors, has been on the job laying
| off the grades and getting the work

1 started right. Mayor Penley and
others who are in close touch with

| the work feel confident that the road

is going to be a good one and that it
is being built right.

RIVER RISING STEADILY
DUE TO WARM WEATHER

The warm weather of the past week

is very apparent in the Gunnison
which is steadily rising but is not
yet dangerously high. While it is not
quite as high as in 1920. a year when
the water rose to ten feet and over in
June, it is rushing along at a great

rate and unless the weather gets a
little cooler in the near future, there
is every possibility that the river
will be higher than is safe for the
bridge and for residents in the river
bottom.

Following are the readings from
May 3 to May 10:

1923 1923
May 3 7-5 5.3
May 4 7.7 6.1
May 5 7.8 6.6
May 6 - 8.8 7.0
May 7 9.1 7.3
May 8 9.0 7.2
May 9 8.4 7.5
May 10 7.8 7.8

WILL HOLD A SPECIAL
SERVICE TO HONOR MOTHER

There wil be a special program to
honor Mother’s Day at the Austin
Methodist Church next Sunday morn-
ing. May 13th. It will consist of re-
citations by the children, musle,
quotations about Mother, a story of
Motherhood, and a sermon by the pas-
tor, “Mary, The Mother of Jesus.**
There will be carnations for the
Mothers present and special arrange-
ments are being maJe to bring the
mothers to the services. The service
will begin at 10:30 a. m.

At the evening service, the pastor's
theme will be “The Disciples* Prayer**.
All evening services at the Methodist
church will begin promptly at eight
o'clock and close Just as promptly at
nine o’clock during the summer
months. J. R. Tregansa, Pastor.


