
The Motor Transportation Co.
Operating The White Bus Line, Filed an application with the Public Utilities Commission of the State of

Colorado for a Certificate of Convenience and Necessity for the Carrying of Freight between Grand
Junction, Delta, Paonia, Montrose and Other Intervening Points.

Knowing that to comply with the statutes 6f Colorado in the carrying of Freight, Express and Passengers, in competition with rail-

roads, that a permit must be procured from-the state authorities. The hearing was held at Grand Junction April 19th, 1923, and was open

to anyone who desired to hear the evidence. The Denver and Rio Grande Western Railway Co. protested and their attorneys resisted the
application of this certificate. As the people of the Western Slope are to some extent more or less interested in the issuance of this Certi-
ficate by the state, the opinion of the Public Utility Commission is printed below:

Decision No. 615
Before the Public Utilities Commission

of the State of Colorado

In the Matter of the Application of The

Motor Transportation Company for a Certi-
ficate of Public Convenience and Necessity
to Carry on the Business of Transporting
Freight between Grand Junction and Mont-
rose, Colorado, and Intervening Points, and
to Carry on the Business of Transporting
Passengers, Express and Freight between
Grand Junction, Delta, Montrose, Hotchkiss,
Cedaredge, Paonia and Intervening Points.
—APPLICATION NO. 236. June 15, 1923.

Appearances—For the Applicant, The
Motor Transportation Company, Messrs.
Burgess & Bothwell, Grand Junction, Colo-
rado; for Protestants, Joseph H. Young,
Receiver of The Denver and Rio Grande
Western Railroad Company and The Ameri-
can Railway Express Company, Thomas R.
Woodrow, .Denver, Colorado.

STATEMENT.

By the Commission —

The application herein was filed with this
Commission January 13, 1923, and was set
down for hearing and was heard at the City
Hall, Grand Junction, Colorado, Thursday,
April 19, 1923.

The Motor Transportation Company is a

corporation and has filed with the Commis-
sion a certified copy of its articles of incor-
poration. It has also filed the required con-
sent, permit, or other authority, showing
that The Motor Transportation Company,
operating what is called “The White Bus

Line,” has complied with all the ordinances,
rules and regulations of all cities and towns
to, through, and from which it proposes to
operate and has the consent from said places
for such operation.

The evidence in this case was quite vol-
uminous, there being ten witnesses for the
applicant and six for the protestants. This
applicant was granted a Certificate of Pub-
lic Convenience and Necessity about a year
ago for carrying passengers and express be-
tween Grand Junction, in Mesa County, and
Montrose, in Montrose County, Colorado,
and intervening points, which includes the
town of "Whitewater, and the Cities of Delta
and Olathe. The present application enlarg-
es the scope of the business to be done by
The Motor Transportation Company so as
to include the carrying of passengers, ex-
press and freight between Grand Junction,
Montrose and Paonia and intermediate
points.

The evidence in this case for the appli-
cant was produced by parties who actually
use the service, and also by the Mayor of
Paonia, the president of the Delta County
Chamber of Commerce and others. It is but
fair to state that while the auto bus lines,
ythich are now operating between the points
involved, the evidence in this and other cases
shows positively that the preponderance
of tonnage out of the various' local commun-
ities is moved, and must be moved, by rail.
To illustrate, there are many thousands of
carloads moved yearly of fruits, gr.ains, coal,
stock, potatoes, etc., from the localities em-
braced within the operations of this appli-
cant. The testimony in this proceeding
shows that there are now, and have been for
two or three years, parties operating auto
bus lines within this field, hauling passen-
gers, freight and express and exercising the
functions of public utilities without license
to do so from the constituted state authori-
ties, and in utter disregard and violation of
the statutes of Colorado.

4 Unquestionably there are many places
in Colorado where, on account of infrequent
>t{pin service it would be deemed a conven-
ience, and possibly a necessity, to have auto

service to meet the requirements of the peo-
ple for local service.

It is shown that duriug the year 1922
The Motor Transportation Company carried
between Grand Junction and Montrose 7,603
passengers. The receipts therefrom, includ-
ing revenue from express shipments, was a-
bout $17,000.00; the fare charged is as fol-
lows: Grand Junction to Delta, $2.75; to
Olathe, $3.25; to Montrose, $3.75; Delta to
Montrose, $1.25; Delta to Hotchkiss, $1.25;
Delta to Paonia, $1.75; Delta to Austin, 75
cents; Paonia to Hotchkiss, 75 cents; Hotch-
kiss to Austin, SI.OO. These fares were and
are higher in every instance than those
charged by the railroad company. This com-
pany also hauls hand baggage free but makes
a charge of SI.OO for trunks weighing 150
pounds, and excess for all over 150 pounds.

Regarding the freight proposition, this
applicant estimates that there will be avail-
able for hauling from fifteen to twenty tons

of freight each day and they propose to op-
erate a daily, except Sunday, service the
year around for the haulage of passengers,
freight and express between Grand Junction,
Whitewater, Kaunah, Creek, Olathe, Delta
Montrose, Hotchkiss, Paonia, and other in-
tervening points. They have at present five
cars, four seven passenger and one twelve
passenger car. They operate three of these
daily, but hold two in reserve to take care of
their peak business and to provide for other
contingencies. It was testified to that this
company had no accidents during the past
year, and that they carry $10,000.00 liability
insurance for each car used in its passenger
and express business. This company pro-
poses to put in the freight service five or six
trucks of from two to three tons each capac-
ity, and that their charges willbe somewhat
higher than corresponding railroad charges
for all classes of freight.

Touching on the convenience and neces-
sity for truck haulage, Edward Mahannah,
a merchant of Whitewater, testified that if
trucks were not allowed to operate us com-
mon carriers, then in that case he would be
compelled to buy a truck and operate same
for his own convenience. He also averred
that the railroad only furnished a tri weekly
local freight service and that when ho wished
to ship a carload he had to go twelve miles
to Grand Junction to bill the car out; that
the rail service was poor, and that frequently
his freight was carried by and sometimes put
off at Delta, and that it has lain there some-
times two weeks before being returned to
him.

H. A. Forcum, Mayor of Paonia, engag-
ed in the wholesale fruit business, testified
that his association shipped out from 100 to
150 carloads of fruit per year by rail; that
it was a convenience and necessity to have
the auto truck to ship cherries and apricots
to the canning factories at Delta and Grand
Junction, and that if it were not for the
trucks the larger portion of these crops
could not be handled to advantage. He also
affirmed that local freight shipments by
rail from Grand Junction to Paonia take or-
dinarily from three to ten days for a distance
of only 85 miles, while those shipped by
truck are usually received in one day and
never exceed two days.

Tn relation to the passenger bus service,
Mr. Forcum testified that by using this serv-
ice he could leave Paonia at 8:00 o’clock a.

m., and go to Delta, the county seat, and re-
turn at noon; or he could leave Paonia at
1 :00 o 'clock p. m. and go to Delta and return
to his home at 4:30 p. m.; whereas, if he used
the train service it would practically take the
entire day to make the same trip, as he could
not return until 5:18 p. m. This witness’ tes-
timony also showed that the bus linn was
more of a convenience than necessity, but
that taking the two together he would say it

was a convenience and a necessity. He also
showed that the express by auto was super-
ior to that furnished by rail, and related an
experience of shipping ice cream from Mont-
rose to Paonia by The American Express
Company for a Masonic banquet. The train
should have been in Paonia at 5:18 p. m.
The banquet was held at 7 :00 p. m. and the
train did not arrive until 9:15 p. m., and the
ice cream was delivered the morning of the
following day. It was also shown that ex-

press service twice each day by auto bus, in
each direction, was far superior to that aff-
orded by rail in that it was picked up at the
doors of consignors and delivered at doors of
consignees twice each day regularly.

11. W. Robinsin, President of the Delta
County Chamber of Commerce, testified that
there was a necessity for quick service for
the carrying of both freight and passengers
between Grand Junction, Delta, Montrose
and Paonia, and that the merchants of Delta
absolutely depend on the truck service. Mr. j
Robinson went so far as to say that if the
railroads were to cease handling less than
carload business, the trucks would be satis-
factory as far as handling local freight is
concerned. He also averred the express and
freight service afforded by rail was inferior
to that furnished by trucks and that the ade-
quacy of the service of The American Rail-
way Express Company was not sufficient to
meet the business interests of Delta. He also
said that it was the desire of the merchants
of Delta that a certificate be granted the ap-<
plicant herein for hauling freight, as it was
necessary that the local business houses have
the convenience of the automobile truck be-
tween Grand Junction, Delta, Montrose, Pao-
nia and intervening points.

The applicant, Mr. Do Merschmann, tes-
tified that there was no station agency on
the line of the Denver and Rio Grande Wes-
tern Railroad between Grand Junction and
Delta, a distance of 51 miles, and that if one
washed to bill out their goods it would be ne-
cessary to take same to either Delta or Grand
Junction. Also, if they wore receiving
freight by rail they would be compelled to go
to same places to receive it, with the excep-
tion that they could get same at Whitewater
but there would be no agent there to care for
shipments and no facilities to find out whe-
ther it had arrived.

H. D. Rose, ice cream and soda water
manufacturer of Montrose, testified he could
get quicker nnd more dependable service
and that his customers got their ice cream
in better shape over the White Bus Line than
they did over the Amoricun Railway Express
Company line. He also said: “Any service
that is a genuine convenience is a necessity to
business and the White Bus Line has been a
decided convenience to me and my custom-
ers.”

F. Pi. Spencer, of the Olathe Mercantile
Company, Inc., carrying dry goods, notions,
furnishings, shoes and hardware, and also
C. E. Goddard, representing the Independent
Lumber Compuny of Hotchkiss each testi-
fied as to the advantages of the Bus Line,
both as to its convenience and necessity us a
carrier of freight.

Respecting the situation as to the appli-
cation covering the transportation of passen-
gers, within the scope of the certificate asked
for, a great deal of evidence was submitted
showing how the convenience and necessity to
the traveling public would be mot by allow-
ance of said certificate. To illustrate, the
auto stage leaves Grand Junction at 8:00 a.
m. for Delta, Hotchkiss, Paonia, Olathe and
Montrose. It gets to Delta at 10:00 a. m.,
when a transfer is made to the Paonia bus
and the passengers arrive at the latter place
at 11:45 a. m., thus consuming but three
hours and forty-five minutes for the trip
To make this same one-way trip, using the

Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad,
one would leave Grand Junction at 9:35 a. up
arrive at Delta at 11:40, wait at Delta until
3:24 p. m. and arrive nt Paonia at 5:18 p. m.
It will be seen by this that the waiting period
at Delta is three hours and forty-four min-
utes, and th<* entire time consumed from
Grand Junction to Paoniu by train is seven
hours and forty-three minutes.

A passenger taking the White Bus Line
to make the aforesaid trip would leave Grand
Junction at 8 :00 o’clock a. m., arrive at Delta
at 10:00 a. m., and get to his destination at
Paonia at 11 :45 a. in., thus consuming but
three hours and forty-five minutes, or only
one minute more than is used by the train’s
waiting period at Deltn. In other words, the
auto bus mnkes the trip, Grand Junction to
Paonia, in just about one-half the time it
takes by train.

Again, if a passenger wishes to make a
round trip by train from Paonia or Hotch-
kiss' to Grand Junction, or vice versa, it will
take him two days, and even at this lie would
arrive at Paonia at 5:30 p. m., and in the re-
verse direction at Grand Junction ut 5:35
p. m., and almost too late to transact any kind
of business the sninc day, and besides mak-
ing it necessary to stay over night and pay
hotel bill in nddition to railway fare. Ser-
vice such as this is, of course very slow and
often expensive and very inconvenient. The

’ evidence in this case shows that if a trnveler
wishes to go by auto bus from Paonia or
Hotchkiss to Grand Junction, he can leave
JPaonia at 8:00 o’clock a. in., and go byway
of Delta and intervening points and arrive nt
Grand Junction nt 11:40 n. m. He can then
transact business and leave again for Paonia
nt 12:45 p. m., and nrrivc at Paonia at 4:45
p. m., thus using but eight hours and forty-
five minutes for the round trip, and this in-
cluding n one hour and five minutes stop nt
Grand Junction, or but forty-four minutes
more time by auto for the round trip than is
tnken for the one way trip by rnil from Pao-
nia to Grand Junction.

After carefully examining the evidence
given in this case, the Commission is of the
opinion that a preponderance of the evidence
sustains the contentions of the applicant here
in, and the Commission finds that the pres-
ent and future public convenience and neces-
sity requires and will require the operation
of The Motor Transportation Company to
carry on the business of transporting freight
between Grnnd Junction and Montrose, Colo-
rado, and intervening points, and to carry on
the business of transporting passengers, ex-
press, baggage and freight between Grnnd
Junction, Deltn, Montrose, Hotchkiss, Paon-
in and intervening points, and will issue its
order in conformity therewith.

ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, Tlint

the application of The Motor Transporta-
tion Company for n certificate of Public Con-
venience nnd Necessity for the operation of
a motor bus line for the carrying of passen-
gers, freight, baggage nnd express between
Grand Junction, Delta, Montrose, Paonia and
intervening points, bo, nnd the snme is here-
by granted, nnd this shall be its authority for
said opferntion.
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
GRANT E. HALDERMAN,
F. P. LANNON,

(SEAL) Commissioners.
Dated at Denver, Colorado,
this 15th day of Juno, A. D. 1923.

I do hereby certify that the above and
foregoing is a true nnd correct copy of the
original order of the Public Utilities Com-mission of the State of Colorado, entered in
the above entitled cause and now on file in
this office.

JOHN W. FLINTHAM, Secretary

DELTA INDEPENDENT. DELTA COUNTY. COLORADO. JUNE M, I*l3.


