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HAMPTONS
CELEBRATION

Students and Ex-Students Play Prominent Part at 41st
Anniversary of Hampton. Big Celebration April 28th

and 29th. Many Distinguished Visitors

Present. Dr. Washington Speaks.

Hampton, Va. May 3.—The
Forty-first Anniversary of the
founding of Hampton Institute for
Negroes and Indians was cele-
brated on April 28 and 29. Hun-

dreds of influential Negroes from
aLl parts of the country assembled
•sWth their friends, including some

of the most select Virginians from

Norfolk and Hampton. The Og-
den party consisting of fifty five
from New York and Brooklyn,
was also present to see what
Hampton offers to ambitious Ne-
gro boys and girls in the acudemic
domestic art and science, business,
trade, home making and agricul-
tural departments. The class-
rooms and recitations were thrown
to general public inspection.

On Wednesday evening the sen-

ior trade class held its exhibit of
industrial work. Many white and

colored people examined with sat-

isfaction the fine specimens of

work which the boys had made as

of their coitrse. The young wo-

men also displayed dresses, hats
and sewing which they had pre-
pared during the year. At the

tradesmen class exercises which
were held in the large gymnasium
which will comfortably seat about
2,000 there was given a trades
display on a largo stage in which

the representatives of some fifteen

trades were octually doing what

they had been trained to do skill-
during some three or four years of
work in the Armstrong-Slater Me-
morial Trade School. The battal-
ion gave a wand drill to music on

the lawn in front of one of the old-

est school buildings —Virginia
Hall, whose famous walls were

sung up in the early ’70s.

The chief exercises were held
Thursday, April 29. Dr. Booker

T. Washington, who is commonly
referred to as “Hampton's most

distinguished graduate,” delivered
an address on the value of discuss-

ing with perfect frankness the

question of Negro education.
Dr Washington spoke for al-

most an hour on the value of

frankness in discussing Negro

education. He was closely and

eagerly followed by all. The

Southern white people, by their

hearty applause, showed that they

were keenly alive to the necessity

of frankness and better economic

relations between the two racej.

The address was notable for its

vigor, its intensity, its absolute
and fearless frankness. Dr. Wash-
ington spoke in part as follows:

“The great opportunities to se-
cure the funbamental things of
life are not a thousand miles away
from the Negro, but right about
his door in every one of the South-
ern States. In the South the Ne-
gro has plenty of labor; in fact,
lubor seeks him.

“Get acquainted with your coun-
ty judge, school superintendent,
sheriff. Invite them to your
schools and churches. Let them
see for themselves what the actual
conditions and needs of the race

are. Then you may depend upon
their sympathy, their help, their
co-operation.

“Some honest, conscience white
people of the South have not been
convinced that the education of
the Negro is a good thing. We
cannot change their opinion by
abusing them. They must be con-

verted through object lessons
showing that knowledge and skill
are worth more to the South than
ignorance and lack of skill.

“The Negro is beginning to use

his education in every part of the

South so as to be of more service
to himself and his white neigh-
bors. Education must be harness-
ed to something to be of any value.

“The Negro throughout the
South is going to be educated by
somebody. It is far better that
he should be educated by the peo-
ple in the community where he
lives so that he will feel grateful
to them and obligated to his com-

munity than by somebody a thousf
and miles away. The more peo-
ple suggest that the Negro cannot

get education the harder will he
strive to get that education.

“Wherever you find the white
people cultured or high-minded,
you will find Negroes patterning
their lives after them; wherever
they are of a low moral tone, the
Negroes are also of a low tone.

“Increase the Negroes’ wants
and they will work six days a
week, and not for two, for a pit-
tance of food and a chew of tobac-
co. and a drink of whiskey. It is
an insult to the best white peo-
ple of the South for any one to ad-
vocate that the Negro should be
kept in ignorance. Ignorance
means filth, lack of skill, and in-
efficiency in labor.”

For the current expenses of the
past fiscal year there has been an
income of $242,55219. Of this
amount “$76,371.04 was interest
on invested funds, $55,649.05 was
received from the land scrip fund,
the Morril act fund, the Gereral
Education Board, the Slater Board
the Peabody Education Board and
the United States Indian appro-
priation fund ; $4,013.96 came from
miscellaneous Sunday schools and
private individuals.

Dr. Wallace Buttrick, secretary
of the general Education Board,
in a recent visit to Hampton,
where he made a thorough inves-
tigation ot its methods, declared
his hearty approval of the Hamp-
ton system of education, and gave
it as his opinion that the expense
which it involves is fully justified
by its results.

Washington
Letter

Many Prjminent Men for Big Offices

Independent Order of St. Lukes
to open Bank in Washington.
Y. M. C. A. Meeting held in

Blasco Theatre, Sunday.

by James cubert Campbell

A casuul survey of the field of
political activities, particularly
that portion of it upon which is
camped the colored men said to be
in the fight for "big offices” under
the present administration would
reveal the astonishing fact that
up to date there are more than a

dozen men whose names have
been discussed in connection with
the office of the Recordership of
Deeds for the District of Colum-
bia the position now being held
by Hon. John C. Dancy of North
Carolina. For a long time rumor
has had it, that because of certain
conditions, an unusually long ten-

ure in olfico being one of them.
Mr. Dancy would resign and al-
low some other man to take up the
duties oi his office.

Among those whose names have
been discussed with respect to

this much sought office are: Mr.
Whitfield McKinley, of the Die
trict of Columbin; Ex. Gov. F. B.
S. Pinchback, of New York; Mr.
A. S White, of Kentucky; Hon.
C H. Puyne, of West Va.; Attor-
ney George Wassom, of Missoni;
Col. Marshall, of Illinois; Mr. G.
W. Eubanks, of Ohio and others.
Notwithstanding this formidable
array of candidates, backed up by
a powerful influence Mr. Dancy
yet holds on, and is quietly going
about the work of his office ap
parently but little disturbed over
the situation which seemingly
threatens his tenure in office.

In fuct Mr. Dancy is but little
disturbed, because it seems to be
(he impression that if the Admin-
istration makes any changes at all
with respect to the Recordership
it will not be inaugurated until af-

ter January, 14th 1910. This
fact becume known here some
days ago. when it was expressed,
as iB claimed, by a Senator who
has been putting up a strong
fight for a colored applicant from
hisjstate who feels that the offi-
cial shoes of Mr. Dancie’s would
comfortably fit him. It is said
the Mr. Dancie’s commission does
not expire until the above date,
and that the Administration is
not adverse to continuing him un-
til the completion of his present
term, and even then it is not cer-
tain that he will not be retained.

The friends of the Recorder
are'very much pleased over the
large number of candidates.
While none of them will admit
that Mr. Dancy is likely to retire,
either now or later on, they do
say, however, that his position is
mwle much stronger by the muny
who are seeking the office. They
figure that out of the squabble
and scramble for the place wdl
come Mr. Dancies retention.

The Independent Order of St.
Lukes of Richmond, Va., will soon
open a bank in this city, capital-
ized at SIOO,OOO. The plan is
said to be, to have the directors
made up of one member from each
prominent local organization.
Considerable favorable comment

has been occasioned by the won-
derful business like development
of this society. Its methods seem
to appeal to the progressive ele-
ment of the race.

By far the most important event
connected with the life of the col-
ored people of Washington, during
the past week, and perhaps one of
the most important events in many
of its features, which has been wit-
nessed here in many years; was
the monster meeting, held in The
Blasco Theater last Sunday after-
noon.. This great demonstration
was under the auspices ami in in-
terest of the Colored Men’s Branch
of the Y. M. C. A. of the District
of Columbia, Dr. Booker T. Wash-
ington being present to deliver the
principal address.

Two thousand five hundred men
and more filled every seat and ev-

ery inch of standing room of this

vast building, while hundreds who

came as late as three o’clock the
lime stated as beginning the exer-
cises, had to be turned away. Any
announcement that Dr. Washing-

ton is to address the people of

Washington is a signal for a dem-
onstration and a great out-pouring
of people, but no demonstration
upon any of his former visits here
may be said to equal this Y. M. C.
A. gathering of last Sunday. With

his body, heart and soul wholly ab-

sorbed and consecrated to the great
work of his life, Dr. Washington
at all times speaks with much fer-
vor, deeply impressing those who

hear him, but the grand work and

the great cause for which he spoke

last Sunday seemed to have in-
spired him anew, and he rose to a

splendor said to be uneqitaled by

any of his former efforts on a

Washington rostrum.

Upon the conclusion of Dr.
Washington's address Mr. J. E.
Moorland spoke with reference to

the work on the Y. M. C. A. build-
ing now under construction here,

lie stated that $20,000 was needed
at this time to complete the work,

lie explained further that the
building was ready for the roofing
and that this was the critical mo-
ment of the work. He hoped and

was confident, he continued, that
SIO,OOO of the money would be do-
nated at once by the colored people,
thereby enabling those in charge of
the building to draw on the remain-
ing SIO,OOO of the $25,000 dona-
tion from Mr. John D. llockefellow.
Byway of a silver offering at the
doors and contributions made by

envelopes, a good sum was raised
at this meeting.

Some of the other interesting fea-
tures of the meeting was the excel-

lent singing by Mr. A. N. Colwell
and the Amphion tllee Club under
the direction of Prof. J. It. Lewis.
The music by the Lyric Orchestra
was also a feature.

In all the meeting and its man-

agement was a brilliant success, and

Secretary Lewis E. Johnson, Mr. E.

J. Morton and Mr. J. C. Moorland
should not only he given credit,

but should be complimented.

RACE NEWS
OATHARID FROM VARIOUS SOURCCS

Joseph Hall, of Cambridge an

untrained elderly Negro of Cam-

bridge, Mass, has perfected, so

noted experts say. the working
model engine in the world, guar-

anteed to run 90 miles an hour.
The making of brick without straw

by the Israelites pales in compari-
son against the accomplishments
of Negro freedmen without train-
ing.

It has come to light that John
Leatbam of Chicago, who was

picked up in a cotton field by the
late Nelson B. Holder, that Chica-

go shoe merchant, and in whose
personal service Leatham worked
for fifteen years was left $5,000

in the merchant’s will. We say
again the Negro will find his great-

est source of wealth in the cotton

and the corn of the Southland.

A number of colored men of
means of Kentucky have formed a

coal and iron company, and pur-
chased 3,000 acres of Morgan
County land, preparatory to ex-

ploiting its rich mineral resources.
How gratifying it must be to the
Tuskegee leader io see Negro cupi.

| talists instead of investing in air-
ships or skyscrapers, “digging
down deep in the earth!”

The Afro-American students at
Cornell university, Ithaca, N. A'.,
have organized a chapter of the
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity simi-
lar to those among the colored men
at Yale and the University of
Michigan. So far the only man
of the race who has written a
Greek text book is Professor
William Saunders Scarboroug,
now president of Wilberfore col-
lege, at Wilberforce, Ohio.

At the coming Presbyterian As-
sembly to be held in Denver, next
month, the racequeßtion will come
in for a long and serious consider-
ation. The question is brought
up by the proposition made at the
last Assembly to unite the colored
and the white Presbyterians.
Some of the ablest men of the
colored Presbyterians have been
selected to present the colored
man’s side of the question.

Pittsburg, Mayl.—A committee
from the Colored Protective
League of Pittsburg today visited
Mayor William A. Magee and de-
manded that one Negro be install-
ed in each office of the city gov-
ernment in recognition of the
power of the Negro vote in Pitts-
burg. Refusal, he was told would
mean the forming of an indepen-
dent colored party. Mayor Ma-
gee told the committee to use all
their time forming the party and
not waste time coming to him, as
he did not intend to appoint Ne-
groes.

Lexington, Ky., May 6.—Presi-
dent W. G. Frost, of Berea, an-
nounced today that the great in-
dustrial school for colored people
will be established near Shelby-
ville, Ky. Owing to objection to

a colored school near cities, a rail-
way station and postotfice exclu-
sively for the students will be
established, und will be called Lin-
coln, Ky. The largest individual
contributions to the movement are
Andrew Carnegie, $200,000; Mrs.
Russell Sage, $25,000; Mrs. Henry
Pickering, Boston, $25,000.

Covington, Va., May 3.—John
Wolford, white, aged twenty-five
years, was tried today before Jus-
tice Cushing charged with attack-
ing a seven-year-old colored girl,
the daughter of Harry Wallace.
He was found guilty and sentenced
to pay a fine of SIOO and six
months in jail. Wolford came
here from Harrisonburg, Va.,
about five years ago. Harry Wal-
lace, the father of the girl, assault-
ed Wolford after he was arrested
and while he was out on bail.
Wallace was arrested, and Justice
Cushing fined him $2 50.


