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CULTIVATE
VIRTURES

THE IMPORTANCE OF UTILIZING EVERY MEANS TO

BECOME MORE DESIRABLE CITIZENS. AV-

ENUES OF EMPLOYMENT BEING CLOSED
AGAINST OUR PEOPLE.

SMALL THINGS.
This is a great big world. But,

the acts, and deeds which count in
ils make-up are small. It is the lit-

iTe things that count. Little things
t both in the acts and the deeds. For

some time, now, this reliable fam-

ily journal devoted to the advance-
ment of the race has been discuss-
ing anil urging upon our patrons
especially and to the race in gen-
eral, the importance of utilizing

every means to become more de-
sirable citizens. We have tried to

show the great value to our people
of doing something to change pub-
lic sentiment to a more favorable

point. In the past twenty years
that we have lived in Colorado, we

have seen many changes occur.
None, perhaps more humiliating
to us than the gradually diminish-
ing opportunities for labor along
various lines for the members of
our race. Years ago there were

many avenues open to our people
for employment, which are now
closed. Not exactly because we are

black, but in many ways, the dere-
liction of our people in small things

have been, and now is, the cause.

THE COLORADO STATESMAN
only asks the Negro to consider
himself, and the part lIE has

*
played in affairs. We only ask
him to be honest. We cannot be
honest with ourselves without being

honest with others. To be honest
means something besides lying and
stealing. It enters into all that we

do. One can steal time from an

employer as well as steal money.
Be on time. One can steal by do-
ing poor work. Do your best.

PETTY STEALING.

In speaking of stealing one eau

not accuse the Negro of any very

great offenses. lie has never robbed
a bank or held up a train, or stolen
his millions from the pockets of the
dear people on the Board of Trade.

But he has been charged with steal-
ing coal, chickens and divers and

V 4 sundry articles of a petty nature.
'

This is not stealing its just taking.

But its bad form and the sooner our

people find it out, and stop putting

collar buttons, stick pins, chickens

and coal in the same sack, the better
it will be for the good name of
the race. Its a disgrace to be a pet-

ty thief. To show much of this

kind of conduct can the present un-

pleasant and adverse condition of
public sentiment be traced. We do
not mean to read into this article
that the Negro is the ONLY petty
thief in Colorado or elsewhere. Oth-
er races will steal little things, but
this petty stealing of goods and
chattels, as well as time and labor
loose to the race good jobs. We
have among our people hundreds
of good, honest- hard working men

and women, who would not presume
to touch that which was not their’s,
and the name of petty thieving

hung on the race operates against
their securing work, and if a peo-

ple cannot get work, they suffer.
What this paper most desires is to

rouse our own people to a realizing
sense of their duty and responsibil-
ity. There is a something each of
us owes to the other. It is the im-
plied answer to “are we our broth-
er’s keeper?”

CULTIVATE VIRTUES.

It is said by many that we know
the white man’s virtues and his
vices, but we have cultivated his
vices. It lies within every Negro to
controvert this aspersion. Here
and there among our people will be
found one whose reputation is taint-
ed. But the great mass of our peo-

ple possess the same rugged honesty

and virtues that characterized the
Southern slave when left to protect

the homes of his soldier master, lie
was trusted then, lit can be trust-
ed note.

TAFT HOPEFUL FOR
FUTURE OF NEGRO DACE
Washington, May 26. —Speaking

to the colored graduates of Howard
University, near this city, today,
President Taft declared that never
at any time has the future of the
Negro, us a race, appeared more

hopeful and bright than at the
present day.

Conditions for the negro in tlfe
South, the President said, he be-
lieved are growing better and bet-
ter. Mr. Taft urged upon the Ne-
gro the importance of gaining the
respect and the friendship of the
white people among whom he is to

live.
President Taft personally handed

to the more than 100 candidates
for degrees their parchment rolls.
He was escorted to the foundation
of the new Carnegie library of the
university, where he officiated at

the laying of the cornerstone.
“I am far from saying,” said

Mr. Taft in his address, “that the
colored race today would be bet-
ter off if they all had university
education. No race would be bet-
ter off if all were educated as uni-
versity men. The great body of
the colored race, as the great body
of the white race, must depend for
the livelihood upon their manual
labor.”

“On the other hand,” Mr. Taft
said, “there is very great oppor-
tunity for educated colored men to

aid their race in the struggle be-
fore them for economic success ail'd'
the maintenance of themselves as

worthy and valuable members of
the community.”

He said that the colored race

needed a great many more physi-
cians to teach them how to obey

more strictly the laws of hygiene.
Secretary Ballinger also spclce.

RACE NEWS
SATHZRCD FROM VARIOUS SOURCE*

Mrs. Carrie Fenniston, at Bal-
timore, has been lelf an annuity of

$1,200 and a gift of $5,000 with
which to purchase a home by Miss
Fannie Donaldson, a millionaire
who recently died, whom she had
served as maid for several years.

Richmond, Va., May 17. —Four
Richmond banks operated by and
for colored people huve reported
to the Slate Corporation Com-
mission a volume of business of
$723,311. The savings accounts

total $294, 173, with open check-
ing accounts amounting to $124,-
489.

Since its establishment in 1868
the medical Department of How-
ard University has graduated 1,108
students —778 in medicine, 142 in
dentistry and 188 in pharmucy.
They are scattered all over the
country and in the islands of the
sea, and are doing a tremendous
work for the advancement of their
race.

There is a “Booker T. Washing-
ton School” at Rock Hill, S. C.,
and a land tract at Columbia, S.
C., known as “Booker T. Wash-
ington Heights.” The Negro is
growing in ruco pride when, he
can find honored names among
members of his own cult when,
he wishes to give his belongings
a fitting title. The Gibbs High
School at Little Rock, named in
honor of the generous Judge M.
W. Gidds, is another case in
point.

NEGRO SOLDIERS
RAVE GOOD NAME

ONE OF THEIR RACE RE-
LATES HISTORY OF THE

REMARKABLE SER-
VICE THEY HAVE
(II TEN COUNTRY

(From Cheyenne State Leader.)
Cheyenne, Wyo., May 19, ’O9.

Editor Cheyenne State Leader:
Deor Sir: —An editorial under

the above heading which appeared
in your valuable paper yesterday
was read with union gratification
by me as well as by many other
members of my race and the flat-
feting..comment it is receiving is
justly merited. It has been logi-
cally discussed by no little num-

ber of Cheyenne Negroes and it is
the general opinion of all that it
will have much influence in add-
ing to and upholding the morals
of the Negro soldier who have ev-
er been loyal to the stars and
stripes.

It is quite natural, of course,

that undesirable characters are to

be found in any great number of
individuals, regardless of race,

creed or nationality, but the Ne-
gro is the only race thut is singled
out and all judged by those of its
bud characters. This, of course,

is only done by a prejudiced and
narrow minded people, but the
better class of the Caucasions who

are fighting against such unjust
evils, are looked upon by Negroes
everywhere as beacon lights for
the solution of such evils.

There has never been a time

since the days of Attucks the Ne-
gro who shed the first blood in de-
fense of this country —that the
Negro has not played his part well
for the same cause; In fact he
has acquitted himself on the bat-
tlefield in a degree that caused
the civilized world to marvel at his
bravery and wonderful achieve-
ments of victory. During tbe Civ-
il war when he wus called to arms
to help save the nation, he re-

sponded willingly and sacrificed
bis life in many battles and when
the smoke cleared away at the
close of the war, he too stood at
parade rest, and witnessed what
he had help make possible—Lee’s
surrender to Grant. The Negro
receives less protection from the
Hag be help to save than uny of its
subjects, yet history fails to re-

cord a single instance of a traitor
against the Union among the Ne-

groes. In the recent Spanish-
American war the Negro soldiers

covered themselves with glory by
charging and capturing San Juan
Hill in the face of death and sav-

ing the Rough Ribers from anni-
hilation.

As a race, the Negro is under a

severe handicap, but notwith-
standing this fact, he is fast forg-

ing to the front by accumulating

education and wealth. Emerging
from a cruel and hellish bondage
of 250 years less than a half a cen-

tury ago he has to bis credit today
$550,000,000 worth of taxable
property, 400.000 homes, 200,000
farms, 28,000 public schools with
30,000 teachers, 170 industrial
schools and colleges, 26,000
churches and as many ministers,
10,000 stores, 46 banks and more
than 32,000 young men and wo
men learning various trades.
With such progress it goes with-
out saying that the Negro has not
only made good as a lawabiding
citizen hut in all avocations of
life. No auarchists or bomb
throwers are found among the Ne-
gro race. Can this he truthfully
said of auy other race?

In conversation with John J.
Reardon, a first class gunner of
Company C. Fourth field artillery,
who arrived in Cheyenne today
from the Philippines he said:
“The Ninth cavalry is on our trail
and will be here in a few weeks,

and they are as fine a set of men

as one would want to meet and
to Chaplain Prioleau is due a

large share of credit for their
good deportment. Mr. Reardon
says his regiment and the Ninth
were stationed near each other in
the islands and their associations
were quite frequent.

In extending hearty congratula-
tions on your timely and well-
written editorial, lam sure the
sentiment of the Negroes are

voiced by
Yours Respt.,

S. H. Hobson.

WASHINGTON
LETTER

BY JAMES CUBERT CAMPBELL

The Great Y. M. C. A. Meeting. Dr.
Washington’s Best and Greatest

Effort in Washington. Cer-
tain Influences Discredit
Cjrrespondenre sent out

by the Writer.

The chief topic of discussion
here for the past two weeks has
been the great Y. M. C. A. meet-

meeting, Colored Men's Branch,

at the Belasco Theater, before
which Dr. Booker T. Washington
spoke. The audience was made

up entirely of men, and Prof.

Kelly Miller is quoted us having
said that it wus the largest meet-

of men he had ever witnessed.
One of the features over which

considerable discussion urises is,
whether or not the Sunday ad-
dress of the great educator was
not his best and greatest effort in

Washington. The friendly rival-

ry seems to be keen in an effort to

fix the status of that address, but

most of all we hear comments

about what a great muny have

termed the meeting’s "stuge set-

ting,” that is, how it appeared
from the audience. The greatest

living Negro, as he was introduced
there, came upon the stage from
the left, nnd, as in the drama of
life, he occupied the front of the
stage, so did he at Belasco’s Theat-
er at this meeting. United States
Senators, members of the House
of Represenatives, clergymen,
professional men, business men,
and, in fact, men from nearly ev-
ery walk of life, formed a great
prominent background. One of
the most notable features, how-
ever, of this background scene,
was tbe presence of, to a man, a
certain class of onr most respect-
ed citizens. All the country does
honor and recognizes, proudly,
the lofty height to which the Tus-
kegee Educator has risen, but
there is nowhere in the land where
this lofty station is appreciated
more than it is here. The truth
is potent and everywhere known
and recognized that Dr. Washing-
ton is one of the most powerful
and influential citizens in the
laud, and there is nothing upon

earth to which Washington is
more afraid or to which it pays
more respect than it does to “in-
fluence.” Quite a few of the re-

spected citizens here whose news-

paper names always appear with
the “Hon” prefix, have been
boasting that they never attended
a Y. M. C. A. meeting, but it was
noticed that when Dr. Washing,
ton addressed the Y M. C. A.
gathering, they occupied front
seats. Everyone of them was
there sitting straight up where
they could not be overlooked

I have positive knowledge of
certain influences here in Wash-
ington thut have taken it upon

themselves to discredit the cor-

respondence I send to the press by
sending after it a lot of slander-
ous matter. An official of more
or less prominence and his “man
Friday” are sending this discredit-
ing matter to some of the Wash-
ington papers who refuse to pub-
lish it. The remainder of it is put
out for foreign consumption. Its
a thinly veiled and cowardly act

worthy of only those who are at-

tempting it, but I notice that they
have not branded as a “lie” any
of my references to"Wi!geria Oil.”
Their "bluff hands” will be “call-
ed” if the cowardice continues.

Atlanta, May 16.—Because of
the confession of a dying white
man, Jim Richardsou, colored,
who Inis been serving for 18 years
in the penitentiary for murder,
will soon be a free man by pardon
of Governor Smith. Just before
he died, the white man confessed
he accidently killed the white man
Smith while he was prowling
his house. The colored mtin was
Buspected and rather than go in-
to court himself, the slayer let the
corored mun be convicted.


