
JOS. D. D. RIVERS Proprietor

1824 Curtis Street. Room 25.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
One Tear $2.00
Six Months 1.00
Three Months L 60

PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.

Entered as second-class matter at the postoffice in the city of Denver,
Colorado.

All communications of a personating: nature that are not complimentary will
be withheld from the columns of th-is paper.

It occasionally happens that papers sent to subscribers are lost or stolen.
In case you do not receive any number when due, inform us by postal card and
we will cheerfully forward a duplicate of the missing number.

Communications to receive attention must be newsy, upon important sub-
jects. plainly written only upon one side of the paper; must reach us Tuesdays
if possible, anyway not later than Wednesdays, and bear the signature of the
author. No manuscript returned, unless stamps are sent for postage.

Remittances should be made by Express Money Order. Postofllco Money
Order. Registered Letter or Bank Draft. Postage stamps will be received the
same as cash for the fractional part of a dollar. Only 1-cent and 2-cent stamps
taken.

Reading notices, ten lines or less, 10 cents per line. Each additional line
over ten lines, 5 cents per line.

Display advertising 50 cents per square. A square contains ten agate lines.
No discounts allowed on less than three months' contract. Cash must accom-
pany all orders from parties unknown to us. Further particulars on application.

STRANGE CHRISTIANITY.

TWO THOUSAND years after Simon the Oyrenean lifted the bur-
den of the master and carried His cross on black shouldei's up the
slopes of Calvary, the devout followers of the faith in enlightened Am-
erica are eternally wrought up over the color question in the churches.
Every big protestant convention is bothered with it, although Jesus ate

and slept and prayed with his disciples without a thought of racial dif-
ferences. Verily, Simon is still carrying the cross, and none other but
the Masters knows .just how heavy is the burden.

BACK TO NATURE.

THE Negro does not take naturally to mechanism, the allied arts

and sciences, however much his teachers and advisers may wish to see
him develop along those lines, lie is more naturally an agriculturalist.
As a native child of nature, lie scarcely knew of any other peaceful oc-
cupations than those of crop raisers and herders. These were merely
the necessary means of tribal maintenance, but, it may be judged,
they were developed, in a crude way, to a point of reasonable reliance.
Nothing more was required of tribal barbarians. The principal uses
of the institution of slavery tended to develop their capabilities along
natural lines, while the elementary knowledge that they gained of the
mechanical trade accessories was merely incidental. Under meagre

instructions the Negro slave easily became a trained agriculturalist,
and perhaps there is no other class of people in the country today
which has a better natural idea of the uses of the soil and the diversi-
fication of crops, lie is not up in the modern scientific development
of agricultural ideas because, of late years, his conditions have not kept
him in touch with timely improvements, but he has all the fundamental
knowledge required to make him a successful farmer when he shall
have acquired the necessary modern ideas of the concentration of ef-
fort and the steady improvement of his natural resources. The tilling
of the soil is the first and fundamental occupation of all civilized
races, and out of its development and perfection grow all the higher vo-
cations and all the extended branches of social development. The ef-
fort of a people to get up in the world while slighting and skipping
over this first, under-lying process, must always be doomed to failure,
because it is superficial and without sound foundation. It is sure to
make dependents, servants and gypsv-like wanderers of those who em-
ploy it. The great present-day tendencies of Negroes to flock to the
cities and swell the unbridled throngs of unskilled laborers and ser-
vile classes seriously threatens the development of the race. A move-
ment. which will turn the Negro back to the rural districts, whether it
be based upon schemes for industrial development in the South or upon
more daring ventures at colonization or independent settlement upon
the new soil of the West, should prove an unlimited blessing. Every
Negro who leaves the city and establishes himself upon a productive
tract of land in the rural districts, and sticks to it, will benefit his race
more than any hundred Negroes who cling to the glamour and waste
and servility of city life. “Hack to nature ’’is the slogan with which
the Negroes’ greatest mark in the modern world must be made.

TOO MUCH WORK FOR ONE WIFE.

Nigerian Needs Several Properly to
Minister to His Comfort.

According to the Geographical Jour-
nal of 'London the marital relation*
among the peoples of Nigeria vary
somewhat according to their state of
civilization: “Polygamy Is the rule,
the reason given being that It Is Im-
possible for one woman to do all the
work of the house, look after the chil-
dren, prepare and cook the food, fetch
fhe dally supply of water (often an

arduous job), cultivate the plantation
and go to market. The African is an
exceedingly hungry person. It is the
custom to eat several times a day

when at home, and the men spend
most of their day sitting in the pala-
ver house or market place, while the
women bring the food all day long.

One wife could not possibly do tbia.
Decides, the African lady encourages
it, for she says, ‘The more wives, the
less work.'

“Among the Ahiaras, Onicbas, Obu-
wus and the lower class of pagan
tribes in the interior, there is very
little form of marriage. As soon as
a man has the means, he pays the par-
ents what they want, in the shape of
goats, cows, beads and money, and
takes the girl. There Is no ceremony
at all. The more wives the greater

riches he is supposed to have and the
better he will be looked after.

“If, of course, they can manage to
seize a woman from the neighboring
tribe while she is fetching water or
working on her farm, so much the
cheaper. With this method in vogue
for centuries, no wonder that it 1b as

much as a native’s life is worth to go
out of his own village, and that the
country is so backward."

Lexington, Ky.. May 17.—Two
men who went lust week to Shelby
county from Louisville to inspect
the site of the proposed SIOO,OOO
Lincoln Institute for Negroes re-
ceived a bunble of switches and a
hemp rope, together with a warn-
ing. There has been much olijec.
tion from people in that section to
having the Negro school teacher
there, although it has been stipu-
lated tnat students will be kept on
their own reservation and that they
will have their own railroad station
und poslcffice. Night riders have
warned Negroes employed at Ben-
son. near Frankfort, to leave in
forty eight hours. Detectives are
at work on the case. The Negroes
at Benson have appealed to Adjt.-
Gen. Johnson, who guarantees
them protection.

Warned of Father's Death.
There was a peculiar coincidence In

connection with the sudden death of
the Alkbam (Kent, England) village
blacksmith, Mr. James Pay. His
daughter, who was in service with a

doctor in a neighboring village, went
to her mistress on the day of her fa-
tber'B death, stating that Bhe had a
feeling that she must go home. As the
girl seemed anxious, her mistress al-
lowed her to go, and she arrived home
In time to witness the death of her
father, 20 minutes nfter he had been
working at his forge.

Modern
Stage

By HENRY MILLER

Needs
More New

Ideas

S
l-A EHAL years ago one of the New York producing managers
reeehed the manuscript of a play from an utterly unknown
author. It was crudely written and most of the situations
were utterly impossible. Produced in the form in which it
came from its creator’s pen it could have been only a dismal
failure. The manager was not for a moment tempted to pro-
duce the play he had received, but he saw possibilities in the
author’s plot. lie sent for him and pointed out a few of the
more glaring defects and suggested that the manuscript be
turned over to a professional dramatist.

This was done, and the rewritten play, only faintly suggesting the
original manuscript, was produced and immediately achieved success. The
amateur playwright applied himself to a close study of practical playwrit-
ing, and is to-day the author of numerous successful dramas. He realizes
now just how hopeless that first play must have appeared in the original
form, and appreciates the patience and good judgment of the manager who
discerned the dramatic nugget buried in a desert of dreary dialogue.

The search for embryo dramatists, is, in my opinion, the most intelli-
gent and practicable method of unearthing latent talent ever suggested.
In response to such an appeal for new ideas there are sure to be valuable
returns, since the writing of a scenario is no great task even to the utterly
inexperienced. And the great cry of the modern stage is for new ideas.
Whoever comes forward with the germ of a good plot will find producing
managers ready and eager to provide the means of having that plot de-
veloped into a play.

Chicago in particular and the middle west in general are more inter-
ested in serious drama than any other section of the United States. Com-
bined with this widespread interest is an alert intelligence which responds
in a most gratifying manner to plays that appeal
to the intellect and not merely to the senses.

It is the hope of every one seriously interested
in the American stage that the vogue of frivolous
and indecent entertainments flourishing in many New
York theaters will be extremely short lived. And
in the inevitable reaction from such unwholesome
fare there will be a great demand for clean, virile, in-
telligent American plays. Is it not reasonable to be-
lieve that creators of such drama will be found in the
section of America which has shown the keenest appre-
ciation for plays that are really worth while?

Wide
Range for
Weather
Man

By EMERSON HOUGH

A fair day to the public means a day
on which no rain falls. The weather bureau
calls a fair-weather prediction verified
though it rain all day, if the rainfall does
not exceed .03 of an inch. A rainy-day pre-
diction is considered verified and 100 per
cent, is allowed the forecaster if the day
is entirely fair save for a slight mist or a

sprinkle of a few drops of rain. Can you
beat that?

Furthermore, if “fair
-’ is predicted for

any territory and the day is rainy, but the
rainfall measures less than .03 of an inch,
the forecast of “fair”is considered verified

and 100 per cent, is allowed the bureau. Stationary temperature gives
the forecaster a range of six degrees above and six degrees below the
temperature of the previous day at eight a. m.; in other words, a range
of 13 degrees. Just try for yourself. You can’t miss by using this
method.

Moreover, the “total average” of verifications of forecasts is made
up for the entire country, which includes ensy guesses and hard guesses.
It includes, say, New England and New Mexico. When the writer lived in
New Mexico, many years ago, it was a staple amusement to bet witli
any tenderfoot during midsummer that it would rain before five o’clock
in the afternoon. The bet was always made in the morning, when the sky
was always cloudless. The tenderfoot invariably lost, because it always
rained later in the day. In those parts anybody could tell absolutely
what the weather would be without a weather bureau.

In New England, with a weather bureau, no one can tell approximate-
ly what the weather will be. It is between these two extremes of easy and
hard guesses that you must figure out the value of the weather bureau’s
performances in guessing. If the bureau gains 35 per cent, over the
natural 50 per cent, of the law of chance, what should be its credit, 85
or 35 per cent. ?

Modern
Girl Must
Have
Daring

By A. M. ROWE

The girl of the future is the one with
ambition; who possesses go, has the spirit
to fight and to hold her own, to rise up and
battle with the woes and disappointments
of life, not to sink under and fret and
fume against them and her own sad lot.

The old-fashioned type of girl, whose
place was by the fireside, who must be safe-
ly guarded and cherished, kept in ignor-
ance of the ways of the world, so that the
faintest breath or knowledge of evil is
rigidly kept from her, does not prove a
success nowadays. There is a great dif-
ference between making a girl too manly,

too wise in her knowledge of things; and keeping her in continual ignor-
ance, making her a prude, too straight-laced, and frightened of her own
shadow.

A girl of the present must he strong-willed, able to judge and act for
herself in time of necessity; for. if her eyes are not sufficiently open to
know the world with its intrigues, its temptations, how is she to avoid the
pitfalls? A girl should not be kept too ignorant of the darker side of life;
otherwise how is she to know what to expect, and, not knowing, what but
experience will open her eyes?

A girl who has to face the world and make her own living, although
not physically the man’s equal, needs his self-reliance and daring; she
must conquer her own weakness, even in away sink her individuality as
a woman, overcome herself and her inclinations, stifle that portion of
herself which entitles a woman to have nerves, and brace herself to the
unequal conflict of paving a wav for herself, shaping her own destiny.

DPADHUfiSI 823
k CAIIERI Sixteenth St.

We are after the man or woman who

wants good and honest footwear —the

kind that’s made of leather —leather soles,

leather insoles, leather counters--a shoe

that fits the foot, looks good and wears

well. That’s the kind we carry. :: ::

Price $3.50 to $7.00--All Leathers

THE COLORED ORPHANAGE AND OLD FOLK'S HOME

Located at 873 Zuni street, Denver, Colo.; take Lawrence street car west
and get off at West Eighth avenue, go due west through the Barnum shops
eight blocks. This institution provides a home for homeless colored children
and aged women and men of the race. We also care for children whose par-
ents are in service and can't keep them, at a very small pltance. Any iin-
formation can be had by writing a letter or postal to 873 Zuni street, or
telephoning Main 7326.
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Our June Clearance Sale
Of Ladies’ Garments Is Going On

Ladies Suits, Coats, Skirts, Silk. Wool and Cotton Dresses,
Waists, Petticoats, Kimonos anil MUSLIN UNDERGARMENTS
are selling now for—-

| and £ Off
former regular selling prices.

Let us show you our Garments. You will find our prices
Jess than other stores ask for same class of merchandise. We1,0,1 * buy stock for fake sales, consequently we claim our Gar-
ments are better than some of the stores are offering.

Yours for Good Garments at Reasonable Prices,

SILVERSMITH (EL HILLER
925 Sixteenth Street
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