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TO SOLVE
THE PROBLEM

The Denver Republican's Views. Race Needs Self Help.

More Race Pride. The Little Things Count.

(Editorial in Denver Republican.)
A conference willbe held in New

York this week by men and women
from different parts of the coun-

try, but chiefly from the North, to
consider the civil and political

• rights of Negroes and to see what
may be done to protect them in the
enjoyment of those rights.

Jlodging from reported expres-
sio/W ->f opinion by persons who ex-

's peer to attend the conference, the
call for the meeting was promoted
by a sentiment which assumes that
the white people of the South are

all wrong in their view of the Ne-
gro problem and that what is sup-

posed to be their attitude of injus-
tice calls for the most severe con-

demnation.
It goes without saying that the

conference will be productive of lit-
tle or no good in any direction, and
that by awakening false hopes in
the hearts of some Negroes it may

be productive of harm. One finds

in the opinions expressed practical-
ly none of the spirit which prompt-

ed President Taft a few days ago

in addressing the graduating class
of a Negro college to advise his
hearers to conduct themselves in
ways that would win the respect of

the white people among whom they

may live; and yet no better advice
.could possibly be given.

We may be confident that the
race problem will work out its own

solution, whether with or without
the aid or interference of confer-
ences like the one to be held in New
York; but whatever form the solu-
tion may take, it will involve rec-

ognition of race distinctions and
differences. This does not mean

that Negroes of ability, education
and high moral character will have
no opportunity to improve their
condition; but it does mean that
the race line will not be broken
down or obliterated.

Failure by the Negroes to rec-

ognize that race purity is in itself
desirable for every race, whether

white or black, red or yellow, and
that race antipathy is nature’s pro-

vision for race purity, is doing as

much as anything else to delay the

solution of the Negro problem in

this country. It is especially on

(his account that conferences like

V one to be held in New York give
little promise of good.

The hope of some day being

something other than Negroes, and
1 especially of being counted as

white men, is 3 delusion which is

holding back not a few Negroes

and particularly those with white

blood in their veins, from facing
the problem of their future as they
ought to face it. What the Negroes
of this country need is pride of
race, for there can be little racial
progress where there is no race

pride. To be ashamed of their black
skins should be looked upon as a

dishonor by all members of the
race; and the sooner this sentiment
becomes dominant, the sooner will
the problem be solved and the two

races live peaceably and contented-
ly side by side. With the develop-

ment of a spirit of this kind on the
part of the blacks will come an an-

swer to all question concerning
their civil and political rights,

whether in this country or in their
ancestral home in Africa.

SELF HELP.
Very few, perhaps, of the many

readers of THE COLORADO
STATESMAN read the decidedly

pointed editorial touching the race
question, which appeared in a re-

cent issue of the Denver Republi-
can. This editorial was suggested
by the anonuncement of a meeting

of philanthropists and socialogists
to convene in the City of New York

for the purpose of “considering the

civil and social status of the Ne-
gro.” This will be the second of

a series of meetings from which

great things are expected to accrue

to our people. The Denver Re-

publican seems to regard such gath-

erings as unnecessary and afford-

ing only an opportunity for theor-

ist to exploit ideas of very little

practical value when applied to ac-

tual conditions. The remedy for
existing conditions as suggested by

the Republican is worthy consider-

ation. This great daily believes

that the greatest good to our race

can be best secured through self
help and the cultivation of race

pride. Just how much the editor

of the Republican knows of the Ne-

gro aside from hearsay and police

court reports, we are not prepared
to say, but the editorial while in

the main fair seems based upon

vague and uncertain information.
Just what our people are doing to-

wards building up and the story of

their efforts does not come within

the scope of the Republicans knowl-
edge. Rut it is not our purpose to

discuss what the Denver daily

don’t know so much as to bring

before our own people the very

timely suggestion of self help and
race pride.

RACE PRIDE.

This is a much used, but very

much abused term, l’ride in race
is inherent in all people and with
us is rapidly assuming respecta-
ble proportions. We take it that
out esteemed contemporary refers
to honest delight in the achieve-
ments of the men and women of
the black race. This should not ap-

ply alone to the great things and
the great men but likewise to the
humble efforts of those who toil
and save that they may have a

place called home. Around us on

all sides can be seen humble be-
ginnings by Negroes which should
rouse a deep feeling of pride. Here
in our city and state can be found
many striking examples worthy
emulation and justifying a strong
race pride. To allow this pride in
the achievements of our people to
grow, jealously must be cast aside
and the fullest encouragement so
far as we can give should be
shown. This pride of race must
first be developed in the individ-
ual. He must feel that his race
is sufficient for him and that he
can help make it greater by doing

his very best in whatever he under-
takes. It matters not what we find
to do, be it carrying the hod, scrub-
bing a floor, or driving a team, be
the best in the business and be hon-
est. That pride which develops in
the individual to do the best work,
soon grows in others and such leav-
en leavens the whole loaf. We have
accumulated wealth, achieved in
various ways national reputations,
these are the inspiring elements in
a vexacious problem, and hold the
lamp of hope for others to climb up

the great hill of difficulty. They

are the great minority. We want
to rouse the great majority to seek
a higher plane of living, and de-
velop in them a pride of race. This
will come through self respect and
a proper respect for others. Study
the little things our people are do-
ing. They tell a story of race pride.

THE SOCIAL SIDE.

The Denver Republican, like
many other papers and individuals,
who possess only surface informa-
tion on the race problem fears as

a result of the New York meetings,

that some Negroes may presume
upon the social side, thereby caus-

ing trouble. It would be unkind
and impolite for the Colorado
Statesman to drag the mulatto into
the discussion. But they are a part
of the great Negro race, and from
whence did he come. The Negro

does not seek social relations with
the whites. llis churches and soci-
eties are strong evidences of this
fact. The Negro, where two or

three are gathered together builds
himself a church and makes his so-

ciety being entirely content to work
for the Anglo-Saxon. All be may

ask in a quasi-social way is the
same accomodations in public,
places and conveyances. He is con-

tent to let those who wish, meet,

talk, and resolute. He will go on
in bis quiet way buying homes and

farms. Colorado offers some

splendid opportunities for our peo-

ple to get cheap farms, and now is
the time to come. Come out into
the great growing West, get money,
get farms and all things social will
be added unto you. Selah!

RACE NEWS
SATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Mrs. Ida Wells Barnett places
the total of Negroes lynched with-
in twenty-five years at 3,284.

Humbolt, Tenn., June 1.—The

unusual spectacle of a large man-

ufacturing plant closing down a

most important department dur-
ing a Lusy season because of the
death of a faithful Negro employee
was witnessed here last week when
the veneer manufacturing depart-
ment of the large factory of B. C.
Jarrell & Co., shut down at dinner
at the request of about a hundred
Negro employees that this be done
so they could attend the funeral
services of Uncle John Davis, an

old-time Negro and ex-slave, who
died at his home here. The old
Negro had worked c.t this plant for

nearly twenty years and was thor-
oughly respected by all who knew
him.

New Orleans. —Frank Walker, a

white man who had been named as

legatee of a $25,000 estate by Vir-
ginia R. Davis, a mulatto woman,

was dispossed today by a decision
of the Civil Distriot Court, which
upheld a contest of the will made
by George Campbell, a Nashville
Negro, who is a natural son of the

woman. The court handing down
the decision condemned Walker
in terms exceedingly severe and
emphasized the fact that his assoc-

iation with the Negress was in vio-
lation of the state law, adding:
•And the public policy of the

Southern civilization’ the integri-
ty of the white race in the South,

demands the enforcement of the

law.” Judge Allen, formerly of
the Supreme Court of Tennessee,
and who recently prosecuted the
night rider cases, came down to
proseoute the contest on behalf
of Campbell.

William Polk, for many years
principal musician (assistant lead-
er) of the band of the Twenty-
fourth Infantry, stutioned at Mad-
ison Barracks, Sackett’s Harbor,
New York, lias been designated by
the War Department as Chief
Musicians of the Regiment, to suc-

ceed WilfredO. Thompson (white)
transferred to Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, in conformity with the or-

der of President Roosevelt to pluce
colored bandmasters at the head of
Negro regimentul bands as rapidly
as openings could be made for

them. This gives the race three
of the four bandmasters provided
for the Negro regiments in the
United States Army, with one Ne-
gro principal musician acting as
bandmaster in the fourth regiment.
The appointment of Chief Musi-
cian Polk is another gratifying in-
stallment in the great victory
acchieved by Emmett J. Scott in
pushing to a finish the movement
to have Negro bandmasters in
charge of all the Negro regiments
of the army.

RICHEST BLACK
MAN IN HIE WORLD

The Los Angeles Record has
the following to say of Millionaire
Tennenbaum, the “Diamond
King,” and Goodman Bray, his
colored millionaire mining super-
intendent,

You have heard of Tennenbaum.
He is best known us the “Diamond
King.” He is coming over from
Belgium this month and as soon

as he arrives in New York he will
start across the continent to visit
Goodman Bray, a giant Negro.

For as Tennenbaum is the
“Diamond King” so is Bray the
“Tourmaline King.”

Bray is as black a Negro as ever
came out of the heart of the Con-
go. He is probably the richest
black man in the world. Tennen-
baum picked him up when he was
a ragged boy making mud pies in
the slums of New York.

Tennenbaum took a liking to
the little black urchin because of
his “jolly little laugh.” The Dia-
mond King sent the boy to school
and then to college. Before he
was 20 Bray bad charge of the
wonderful collection of gems that
won for Tennenbaum his titleas

king. Then Tennenbaum made
him his buyer, and for years the
giant black traveled to almost ev-

ery corner of the earth looking af-
ter the interest of his foster father.

For the past eight years Bray
has had charge of the Touruma-
line mines at Mesu Grande, Mex-
ico. He has carte blanch to draw
on Tennenbaum for whatever he
wants, and, although be isfiO miles
from the nearest imported city, he
lives in the style of a prince,

Bray looks like Peter Jackson.
He is quite sure that had Tennen-
baum found him he would have
been a prize fighter.

“I think I would have won

heavyweight laurels,” he remarked
modestly.

Royal Pudding.
One cupful of bread crumbs well

crumbed, one pint of milk, one-half
cup sugar, the yolks of two eggs well
beaten, grated rind of one lemon, one
tablespoonful butter. Bake until done.
Spread on the pudding a layer of jelly
or jam. Then whip the whites of two
eggs stiff, bent in one-half cupful of
sugar and the juice of the lemon. Pour
over the pudding, bake in the oven un-
til slightly browned.

IRE RACE QUESTION
A LABOR QUESTION

Iu the strike on the Georgia
Railroad against the employment
of Negro firemen, we have an ex-
emplification of what many have
long felt to be true, that the race

question is at bottom a labor ques-
tion and that the labor question is
at bottom a question of restricted
opportunity. The object of the
Georgia strike against Negro labor
at locomotive-firing, was to make
room for white labor. With abun-
dant opportunities for both races,
there would be no strike, for there
would have been no motive for
striking. But with opportunities
so narrowed that the masterless
man is a striving mar the struggle
for jobs takes on any form that
happens to serve, and race differ-
ences are usually most efficient.
Political differences would serve
as well in some industrial circum
stances, religious differences in
others, and either would be as

readily availed of. But in the
South at the recent time —and in
the North, too, for that matter—-

the question of Negro or white man
is most available. On the Pacific
Coast the same scarcity of jobs de-
velop race conflicts, with China-
men and Japanese instead of Ne-
groes as the white workman’s en-

emy. The Georgia Railroad strike
certainly tends to confirm the
Texan, an old time slave owner,
who, upon being asked about the
race question in his part of the
State, replied: “Race question!
Well, it’s about this way. When
the white owned the nigger there
wasn't any race question; if the
nigger owned the white man, there
wouldn’t be a race question; but
when the nigger aud the white
man both want the same job at the
same time, then there’s a race

question. It isn't a race question
at all, my friend, not among the
masses of the people. It’s a la-
bor question.”—The Public.

Among the principal speakers
at the meeting held Sunday at
Carnegie Lyceum in the interest
of Morris Brown College, Atlanta,
Ga., was John Temple Graves,
who, during his address, stated
that at one time he was opposed to
the education of the Negro,
now is a strong advocate of Ne-
gro education. He said in part:
“I have the interest of both races

at heart I believe now in the ed-
ucation of the Negro. I do not

know of any race iu history better
and more wisely led than the Ne-
gro. The Negroes are to lie con-

gratulated. I was pleased to note
that during the industrial battle in
Georgia last week not one report
concerning the strike contained an
account of the Negro resorting to
violence.


