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Commercial
Organization

THINGS TO BE SEEN. DEVELOP THE COMMERCIAL

SPIRIT. ORGANIZE TO PROMOTE SUC-

CESS. A CLEAN PLACE OF BUSINESS.

THINGS SEEN.

The white man has nothing, he
will not turn into money. Ilis
dream from the cradle to the grave
is money,—more money. He seeks

alone and in combinations to keep

/'flefore the world the wares he has
for barter. The West is proverbial
in this. “He was a stranger and

we took him in.” From the golden
days of the boom out here the world

has been filled with the unsur-
passed resources of the mighty and

resistless West. The white busi-
ness man is busy at all times pre-

paring the way for the strange. The

daily papers are full of the glit-
tering promises of his daring fi-

nancial schemes, or heavy with

minute details of agricultural, and
mining ventures. He leaves no

stone unturned that the world may

not know what he has for sale and

understand the possible financial
success he knows all his schemes

contain. These things to be seen

are prepared and presented by

commercial clubs and bodies of ex-

perienced business men who seen
in every settler increased profit in
Ills business. Almost every town
has its commercial club or its care-

fully organized body of enthusiasts
who believe the wealth of Golconda
to be within the suburbs of their
town. Likewise almost every class
of citizens possess some form of

commercial organization among

themselves devoted to the uphold-
ing of trades and labor. The Ne-
gro alone possesses no such organi-

zation, and he goes along through

like talking big of business ven-

tures and conducting a haphazard
proposition of which his own peo-
ple are ignorant. The Denver Ne-
gro business man does not get the
trade of his own people because he

does not yo after it. The stranger

within our gate get an eye full of
massive building housing, great

dry goods, hardware and grocery

emporiums, belonging to white
men. He rides to the parks on a

street railway built and maintained
almost entirely by white labor.
This is due largely to the fact that

our colored business men are not
alive to the value of getting before

the people in a tangible way. The

many visitors and possible resi-

dents should know something of

our business men and their possi-
bilities before coming here. Pre-

pare them to see things indicative
of progress and prosperity.

COMMERCIAL ORGANIZATION.

The idea should not obtain that
Denver has no business men. This
city has probably as many in pro-
portion to population as any other
town. We have two successful fi-
nancial companies, two drug stores,

a grocery store, several coal and
wood dealers, a first class milliner,
lawyers, doctors, dentists, preach-
ers, and a host of politicians. All
of these would be directly benefit-
ed by a commercial organization
that would bring them in closer
touch with each other, and the
masses. And again, this or gani-
zation could be the means of great-
ly increasing the number of col-
ored employees in Denver. When
men of a race reach that stage in
their development that they can
maintain a financial and loan com-
pany for more than seventeen

years, own clear of all encum-
brances over ten thousand dollars
worth of real estate, besides having
disbursed many thousands in divi-
dends, and expenses, such men have
reached the point where they can
help others as well as themselves.
Such men are not commercial ex-

periments. They are men of calm
judgment and safe counsellers. We
can organize for almost every pur-
pose but the improvement of our
financial condition. We can build
great churches and schools, spend
hours, days, and months seeking to

promote the political success of a

white man, but not a moment to

spare for commercial organization.
The pity of it 1

A LITTLE POLITICAL.
We wonder sometimes if any of

our people realize the vast amount
of time spent working politics. We
have more politicians among us
than any other class. This class
is constantly increasing. They do
much for the other fellow and lit-
tle for the race. Here in Denver
the number of unemployed politi-
cians is largely out of proportion
to the population. Almost every
colored man you meet has a tale of
woe. All want to be leaders and

at the top. The governor and may-
or would have few places left if
they should undertake to hand the
big pieces of pie to our boys. And
our boys want only the big pieces.
Denver is a big city with many

miles of streets to be cleaned. To
do this work a small army is main-

tained. Watch this “army of

white wings” and see how many

Negroes are enlisted. How much
better it would be for the Negroes
of Denver to have twenty, thirty,
or fifty men at work helping to

clean the streets instead of one big
place to one lone Negro Let these
politicians who desire to be lead-
ers do something tangible. The
white merchants, bankers and busi-
ness men demands a return for the
places given to politicians in the
world of business. For, after all,
successful business is the sum of
all living. And it is of greater
value to the husiness anil profes-
sional men of our race to have fif-
ty Negroes regularly employed by

the city than one. This is along

the Jewish idea of getting most for
your money. Get the most for
your sufferuge. Let the Negro pol-
itician understand that he must de-
liver the goods. More money for
the masses.

A NEGRO STORE.

It was a real pleasure the other
day to walk by a colored man’s
place of business and look in.
First of all the walks in front had
been swept clean and the windows
washed clean. The interior was

plainly discernible from the walk.
The stock of goods, through small
was neatly and tastefully arranged

on the shelves, the window decor-
ation displayed judgment and abil-
ity. The place was clean and neat,

and the owner looked the part.
This tells its own story if you want

trade make your places inviting.

It matters not what your business
may be, selling groceries drugs,
taking roomers, etc., keep your

place clean and inviting. The Ne-
gro business man owes this to his
patrons. Get your business be-
fore the people.

RACE NEWS
gathered from various sources

Fifteen citizens of Alton, 111., in-
cluding Mayor Edward Beall, all
of whom were members of the city

council ten years ago, must pay the

state of Illinois $2,500.53 as the
cost of the court contest started by

the refusal of the school board, ten

years ago, to admit the children of

Scott Bibb to the schools. The de-
cision holding the fifteen men re-

sponsible for the cost was handed
down by Chief Justice Hand of the
Supreme Court of Illinois. It was
stated that the only recourse of the
defendants was to get a relief bill
passed by the present council for
their reimbursement.

Miss Gurtrude E. Curtis bears
the distinction of being the first ne-
gro woman dentist of the state of
New York, and probably of the
east, having passed with credit the
state dental board and received her

diploma to practice dentistry by
the New York College of Dental
and Oral Surgery, an institution
that ranks second in this country as
a dental college. Dr. Curtis is a
member of this year’s class which
held its commencement exercises
Monday evening May 31 in Men-
delssohn Hall. There were thirty-

seven graduates. Dr. Curtis is a
native of Bradford. Pa., and in
I{HI2 graduated from the Bradford
high school with high honors. Out
of the class of thirty-seven
students there were three other ne-

gro graduates besides Dr. Curtis,
namely, Doctors Alonzo Sterling,
Frank Chambers and George

Wright. Eight medals were award-
ed the graduates, three of which
were received by the Negro stu-

dents. Dr. Curtis was the only
yihrig woman member out of seven
to get a medal, one having been
awarded her for the best thesis on

pyorrhoea alveolaris. Dr. Cham-
bers received a medal for chemistry
and Dr. Sterling for bridge Work.

Negro gladiators have figured
prominently in the fistic competi-
tion for nearly sixty years, but

never before have they held such a

copper riveted strangle hold on

everything in sight worth having

as they hold at this moment. Not
only is Jack Johnson champion of
America and of the world, but Joe
Jeannette, another American Ne-
gro, is champion of France, and a

third one, Sam Langford, is cham-
pion of England, Ireland and
Wales. Langford recently defeat-
ed lan Hague, the English heavy-

weight, for the title in four rounds.
Samuel is now hot on the trail of

Johnson. The pair met once, and

the latter received the decision,

but Langford points to the fact
that when he and Johnson met
some years ago he (Langford)

weighed about 140 pounds to 200
for Johnson and that the latter got

so spirited a thumping from the
smaller man that he has no further

desire for a meeting. Langford de-
clares that he has now grown much
heavier and would enter the ring

at about 170 pounds. At this

weight he is confident he would be
able to make it still more interest-

ing for the champion.

CASS COUNTY NEGRO COL-
ONY ONE OF RICHEST

TO BE FOUND.

Niles, Mich., June 11. —In the
township of Calvin, Cass county,

there has grown up within the
past few decades a community af-
fording much material for study to

those persons who persistenly decry

the equality of races. It is no less
than a community of Negroes over-
running that township and part of

Porter who, thrown entirely upon

their own resources, have developed
unexpected power of self govern-

ment, marked ability in financial

matters and an unusual tact in the
handling of the vexed questions
which will always arise where
white and black are thrown togeth-
er in business unity.

Beginning in poverty they have
progressed to affluence: starting in
illiteracy their every child is now

a pupil in the school; given the
right of self government with no

preparation for it and no concep-

tion of its value they have grad-
ually risen to the same height to

which their white brothers stand.
Booker T. Washington says that

the developement of the Negro race

rests almost entirely upon the op-
portunities given its members for
self direction under hardship. The
average white will assume that the
Negro has no power of imitation
and that there is no ability in the
Negro race to make continuous and
unaided progress toward a civiliza-
tion. A visit to southern Cass
county will do more in one day

to dispel this belief and to uphold
Mr. Washington’s statement thaji

would a month of argument. The

story of the inception of this set-
tlement which now occupies all of
Calvin and a large part of Porter
township, is interesting.

It dates as far back as 1840, at

which time these two townships
were inhabited mainly by Quakers
who had left their former homes
in the south because they did not

approve of slavery. These Quak-
ers gradually let it be known that
runaway slaves would find a wel-
come among them, and about the
date named a few Negroes refugees

began to find their way into these
townships. The number grew lar-
ger yearly and the vicinity grad-
ually blossomed into a regular sta-

tion on the old underground rail-

road.
The township of Calvin now has

a population of 159 Negroes and

512 whites, making Negroes su-

preme and giving them a member
upon the board of county super-

visors. In addition there is a large

Negro population in Porter town-

ship adjoining and a leas number

in all parts of the county. A drive
through the region today will re-

veal nothing different from the
average township in the state, ex-

cept that the faces of the inhabi-

tants are black. The farms com-

pare favorably, many of the houses

are large, attractive and well built.;

the yanls are made beautiful with
grass; shrubbery and flowers and
the barns, poultry, stock and other

farm attachments are in keeping.
Some of the Negro residents are

among the most prosperous men
in the township. “Bill”Allen, a

stock raiser and trader, has as high

a standing for honesty and ability

at the Chicago stockyards as has

his average white brother. He

owns 700 acres of land and has 400

head of stock on his place all paid
for. Allen was justice of the

peace in Calvin township for nine-

teen years and resigned finally be-

cause it took too much of his time
from his farm.

Samuel Hawkes pays the largest
tax of anyone, white or black, in
Calvin township. He owns 500
acres of land and is said on good

authority to be worth $50,000. C.
W. Bunn, another Negro in the
township, owns two saw mills and
much real estate, and is reputed to

be worth a similar amount. Cor-
nelius Lawson, who has been su-

pervisor of the township for ten

years, is a Negro, fie has lived
here since 1853 and was elected
justice of the peace in 1878. retain-
ing the office until three years ago.
In 1889 he was elected supervisor
and has been re-eleeted yearly ever
since. He Is a farmer, as is prac-
tically every other Negro man in
the township.

There are eight schools in the
township, four of which are taught
by Negroes and controlled by Ne-
gro school officials. Regular serv-
ices are held in three churches,

two of which are Methodist and
Baptist respectively, are attended
by Negroes and have Negro pas-

tors. Both have neat and attrac-

tive buildings. There Is a Negro
band in the community and then-
are two Negro physicians in the
township.

The ability of the Negro for
self government is evidenced by the

fact that there is no apparent fric-
tion between whites anil blacks at
election time and that the affairs

of the township are conducted as

well politically as are those of any
in the county. For six years it has
been the boast of the Calvin tax

collector that he was one of the
first to secure anil pay over all of
the township taxes. —Kalamazoo
Evening Press.

COLORED BISHOP FLEES—-
RACE RIOT IMMINENT

Greenville, Miss., June 14.
Threatened with lynching because
he rebuked a telephone operator for
not calling his daughter “Miss,’
Bishop E. W. Lampton of the A.
M. E. church, the most prominent
Negro in Mississippi, has tied from
his home here. A race riot is im-
minent.

Potato Soup.

Pare and cut Into dice three pota-
toes, cover with water, add a piece of
butter and a little onion. If liked, and
boll until done. Then add a quart of
sweet milk. While this heats make a
dough by rubbing one tablespoonful of
lard Into a email cup of flour with a

half teaspoonful of baking powder In
It; add milk to make a stiff dough, roll
thin, cut Into strips or small squares,
drop In when milk comes to a boll,
oorer, and boll ten minutes; season
with pepper, salt and a little finely

chapped parsley or thyme.

Egg and Cheese Salad.
Slice ten hard-boiled eggs and place

a layer on small lettuce leaves ar-
ranged on a platter. Orate over this
a thick covering of cheese, then a few
finely-chopped pickles, then the eggs,
cheese, and so on until the eggs are
used up. Put salad dressing over each
mound and a tablespoon of cheese on
top of this. This makes a pretty dish.


