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NEGRO BUSI-
NESS LEAGUE

ITS VALUE AS A RACIAL ASSET. THE LEAGUE IDEA

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON’S GREAT WORK.

OWEN CASWELL, THE CATERER.

THE LEAGUE IDEA.

A most important meeting to
Negroes is being held this week.
The National Negro Business Mens
League is in session at Louisville,
Ky. Many meetings of our people
jwil! >e held this year throughout

ftl(v countrv that will be composed
more finely educated men and

women, and their deliberations will
he of vast import to all our people.
But no meeting will serve to bring

together, the peculiar racial element
that will he found in the Louisville
meeting. The National Negro Busi-
sess Men’s League is essentially a
one-man idea. It had its birth in
the mind of Booker T. Washington.
It is he who has nourished, directed
and pushed the idea very much in
the face of adverse criticism. Mr.
Washington has been a kind of an

eleemosynary think-tank for the
race ever since he left the mines of
West Virginia anil walked to
Hampton. This idea of the Na-
tional Negro Business League is
most peculiar and apparently up-

sets all theories of substantial racial
uplift. One who sets behind this
great master of the Afro-American

diplomacy during a session of the
League sees chaos unfolding be-
neath the resistless influence of a

greater power. The League Idea
relegates the much heralded race

leader to privacy and asks the
timid doer from the ranks to tell
how he made a living and then
some. The scenes shift too quickly
to become monotonous. From the
time the gavel falls at the opening
until the last precious moment of
the closing hour there is always

something doing. One hears the

humble, yet heroic story of a poor
wash woman who has laundered her
children through school, built a

home and laid by something for old
age. The interesting story of a few
men who have tempted Fate and

launched a creditable banking in-
stitution. Here comes a bent and

gnarled son of Ilam to tell the how
of compelling the arid earth to

blossom as the rose while he picked
the fragrant petals of prosperity.
These stories are not the “Castles

in Spain” of the dreaming race

leader. They are from real life. It

is the subconscious voice of the race

telling of the inward struggle. It

is the flickering lantern of hope

which is designed to light the way

of our younger generation from the

mocking pleasures of life to a life

that brings comfort and honor. The
League idea is the voice of the race.

* * *

THE LEAGUE AN ASSET.

Somewhere we are admonished to

lay up “treasures in heaven.” This
the race has been doing assidiously
for these many years. And aloilg
with this policy conies the laying
up of a few treasures on earth
“moth and rust” a chance to get

busy. In these days when high
finance is forever reaching after
amassed wealth these two biblical
terrors stand a poor show to get in
their work. The making and sav-

ing of money is the measure of the

market value of a people. The
workers and doers of the race have
heretofore had no adequate oppor-
tunity to get into the lime light.

The center of the stage has been
filled with the theoretic wind jam-
mers who dreamed of a future of
racial greatness to the fulfillment
of which they contributed but lit-
tle. This meeting brings to the
surface the real workeres, who by

example and precept are laying up

treasures on eartli to the everlast-
ing greatness of the race. The
stories told simply, falteringly, are

pregnant with a latent energy
bound in the years to come to bring

forth fruit in due season. Thous-
ands of young men and women .are

fired with a zeal to do something

through these meetings. The value
of this great and far-reaching or-

ganization as a racial asset cannot
be fully estimated and appreciated
except by those capable of correlat-
ing the facts brought out and meas-

uring their value on the race’s
tomorrow.

* * *

SOMETHING AT HOME.

In our delight in the long ranged
prospective, we often overlook at

times the priceless diamonds about
our feet. As we have pointed out

from time to time, there are many

in Colorado who live quiet and un-

assuming, is of great value to the
race. Right here in Denver is an

example. Very few know Owen
Caswell, anil none dream of him

as a quiet factor contributing much
to the race. For more than a quar-
ter of a century this man has been
the guiding genius of the great
Bauer Catering Company. To his
superb and perfect knowledge of

the highest in the culinary and
serving art may be attributed much
of the marked success of this com-

pany. lie has been the “graceful
Ganymede” at a thousand feasts
wherein the gustatory nerve of the
Nation’s dignitaries have created
delightful memories of the Centen-
nial state. To him will be assigned
the pleasurable duties of making

President Taft forget the burdens
of state in viewing unsurpassed
service. The state dinners by Sena-
tor Hughes and at Wolhurst will
be as a crowning event to the
Transmississippi banquet. Not
alone in his capacity as head ca-

terer for the Bauer company does
he contribute to the welfare of the
race, but in the large number of

Negroes employed as waiters and
servitors. Through him thousands
of dollars reach the pockets of our

people during each year. And
Owen Caswell goes on like the re-
freshing brook doing all the good
be can, without songs of praise.
Long may he live and may the
Bauer company prosper.

NEGROES FOR
FRENCH ARMY

France to Urge Enlistraen of
Americans From This

Country.

(From New York Age.)

Dispatches a few days ago from
Paris, France, announcing that
the French Government is plann
ing to form a big Negro army of
no fewer than 200.000 men, and
that the Negroes of the Uni-

ted States are to fee urged by the
authorities to join, Ims created
wide discussion in this country.

The officials of the French Gov-
ernment at Washington, while not
disposed to participate in an ex-
tended discussion on the subject,
have admitted that the report that
France contemplates organizing
an army to consist of Negroes and
that inducement will be made to

American Negroes to enlist is true.

Colonel Maugin, expert on Af-
rican affairs, is credited with the
idea, and has obtained the approv-
al of the Ministers of War. The
plau will be placed before Parlia-
ment as soon as the session opens.
Negroes from the French West Af-
rican colonies will also make up
the black army.

One of the principal themes for
conversation among the Negroes
ofcjNfew York City since the Man-
gin idea was made known has
been whether it would be advisable
for the Negroes of the United
[States to enlist in the interest of
France. Those who are anxious
to join the army but refrain from
enlisting in this country, owing to
the prejudice against Negro sol-
diers in some parts of the United
States, are jubilant over the pros-

pects.
French Army Officers Praises Negro

Soldiers.

Colonel Mangin says bis exper-
ience has convinced him the Ne-
gro makes an excellent soldier, his
staying qualities and loyalty being
at laest equal to those of the
whites, while liis courage never
lias been questioned Writing in

DR. BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.

RACE NEWS
GATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Lieutenant B O. Davis, of the
10th Cavalry 7 , has been designated
by the Secretary of War as the
military instructor of the First
Separate Battalion, District Nat-
ional Guard, for the maneuvers to
begin this week near Boston.

The Philippine Constabulary
Band, of which Capt. Walter H.
Loving is director, continues to be
one of the features at Young’s
Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City,
N. J. The band is playing to

thousands twice daily. Before
starting homeward for Manila it
willplay two weeks at the Seattle
Exposition.

The quarter-century celebration
of the Grand Fountain, United
Order of True Reformers will be
held in Washington, D. C., Sept. 1.
Delegations and deputations from
the various cities where the order
flourishes will take part in a grand
parade. W. L. Taylor, the well-
known head of the organization,
will direct affairs, assisted by the
capable VV. R Griffin, local chief.

Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 2, 1909
The Solvent Savings Bank and
Trust Company at the close of
business June 30 showed: Loans
and discounts, §50,495.18; cash re-
sources, $18,191. 83; total business
for the year, $92,18(183. The de-
posits are $03,494. Out of the 23
Memphis banks, the Solvent was

one of the five showing increased

resources. The statement issued
is most creditable.

Not a man who appeared on the
plains of Thermopylae; not one of
the many who followed William
the Conqueror into Britian, cun in
our opinion, equal in valor and pa-
triotism the Afro-Americans now
in the United Stutes Army, who in
the face of prejudice proscription
and dishonor remain loyal to their
native (lag offering their lives in
its defense. —Brooklyn Eye.

Washington, D. C., August 10.
—The Aimy Court ol Inquiry
which is busily engaged in the
work of determining who snot up

Brownsville on the night of August
13, 190(i, willconclude its labors
about the middle or the latter part
of September. At this time the
court of inquiry, under the chair-
manship of Maj. Gen. Wood, is
busy reading up the records of the
famous case.

A new penny savings bank was

recently opened at Dallas, Texas.
The directors took for the “text”
without some money there is but
little appreciation for our people.”
This is the day of accumulation.
The three ranking officers of the
bank are Dr. G. 1. Jackson, presi-
dent; B R. Bluitt, cashier; and
M. C. Cooper, vice president. We
are succeeding as a race of hank-
ers; if we can now establish big
mencantlle houses, sending out
thousands of traveling men each
year, it will also help.

Sergt, B. Hawkins, of Co. K.
24th Infantry, and Corp. R. Bond,
Co. C. 24th Infantry (both colored)
made the Ist and 2nd highest
scores at the recent rifle competi-
tion at Fort Niagara on which oc-
casion there were nearly one hun-
dred picked officers and men from
all the different regular army reg-
iments and companies and the
Department of the East and South
in the competition. Their scores
were 777 and 77<i respectively.
Then next in order a white soldier
with 75(5 followed by two more
men of the 24th Infantry.

Cadiz, Ohio, Aug. 11.—Great in-
terest is manifested in the discuss-
ion of the Race Problem by Sena-
tor Benjamin Tillman, of South
Carolina, and Frof. E. W. S. Curry
of Urbana, Ohio. The contest has
been arranged by the Cadiz Chau-
tauqua Association. The direc-
tors of this are some of the wealth-
iest white people of Eastern Ohio.
Prof. Curry will be the first Negro
to give an official reply to the Ne-
gro Hater Tillman. Several thous-
and people from parts of Ohio,
West Virginia and Pennsylvania
will be present for the great day.

Washington, D. C., August 10.
Representative J. Thomus Heflin

who March a year ago was the
central figure in a shooting esca-

pade in which ha was arrested for
shooting Louis Lumby, a Negro,
has again come into the limelight
for ruffianism. However, this
time lie was given a whipping
with his own cane by Richard
Johnson, a government employee,
in a cafe. Bystanders claim that
Heflin attempted to give an exhi-
bition of what a great fighter he is,
but having left his gun at home
made a poor showing. His oppon-
ent not only took his cane out of
his hands, but used it in u decis-
ive manner, the Congressman’s
head being the object of attack.
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