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SUPREME
GRAND LODGE

NATIONAL GRAND SESSION KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS.

RESUME OF THE KANSAS CITY MEETING.
GRAND CHANCELLORS ADDRESS. NEW OFFICERS.

PYTHIAN SUPREME GRAND
LODGE.

The Pythian Supreme Grand
Lodge closed its session at Kansas
City last week. For the first time

lin the history of this very august

i hotly, the session was held in the
' West. To bring so many splendid-
lyequipped men into this thriving,

hustling section of Uncle Sam’s do-
main is a rare treat to those who

come and a lasting benefit to the
people of the West. This meeting

afforded an exceptional opportun-
ity for a large number of the bril-
liantly educated mfin of our race to

come in touch with the Afro-Amer-
ican live-wire in a locality where
the masses are doing so much in the
racial uplift. The membership of

the Supreme Council are all leaders
in their respective homes. Many
came from the Southland, with but

meager and distorted ideas of the
West. The opportunity for the

dominant Negro element of the
East. South and North to come in

touch with the history-making Ne-

gro of the West afforded a mutual
chance that each could understand
the other.

The sad death of Supreme Chan-
cellor Samuel W. Starks at his
home in Charleston, W. Va., re-

moved one of the most conspicuous
figures in Pythianism. In him-

self he was a colossus, large in
heart and mind. A leader of men

and a capable and thorough or-

ganizer. Special services were held

by the Supreme Grand Lodge in

memory of his great worth to all
Pythianism, and the loss to man-

kind of so grand a character.
The Supreme session was presid-

ed over by Supreme Chancellor S.

W. Green of New Orleans, La. His

annual address was the special feat-

ure. In it was thoroughly covered

the work of the order since the last

meeting. He laid especial empha-

sis on the necessity of great care in
selecting material for the order.

The order was one of the great pil-

lars of the race. Teaching as it
does the sublime lessons of self-sac-
rifice, nobility of character and a

high respect for nil womanhood, it
could not but help in the upward

and onward fight of the race. Ill-
pointed to the remarkable material
prosperity of the order. A temple
erected in New Orleans at a cost

of $300,000, unexcelled for beauty

of architectural design and mag-

nificence of furnishings, it will for-

ever stand as a monument to the
race. From all parts of the coun-

try comes the ever welcome news of
real estate purchases for various
purposes. He said: “We must

contribute to the material uplift of
the common country. A pauper is
not wanted anywhere anil if we
are to be the pauper race in civili-
zation, then, indeed, our future is
dark. The sooner we learn this the
better it will be for us as a race.

Why sit down and wait for others
to do for us what we can do for
ourselves?” With this splendid re-
view—not only of the work of the
order, but also of the race, the do-
ings of the Supreme Council will
make interesting reading for every-

body.

COLORADOANS AND THE NEW
OFFICERS.

The Colorado Statesman an-
nounced the departure of the rep-
resentatives from this state to at-

tend the Supreme Grand Lodge at

Kansas City. They have returned.
They went, were seen, and were ad-
mired of men and women. Our
Grand Chancellor, Dr. J. 11. P.
Westbrook, belongs to the “get
there” class and he sat alongside
the Supreme Grand Chancellor.

His splendid speech on the race

question, in which he pointed out

the advancement of the Negro out

here, marked him as one of the
coining men of the Supreme Coun-
cil. He has done a great work for

Pythians in this state. To his un-

tiring energy and business ability
must be credited the increased num-

ber of lodges and members, anil
the placing of the state on a strong
financial basis. In the work of

representing our state the doctor
was ably and enthusiastically as-

sisted by the other members of the
delegation. Colorado was there in
large letters and they won. The
great interest of the session was
centered about the election of Su-
prem Grand officers. Almost
every state had a successor for Mr.
Starks. After much milling the
following Supreme officers were
elected:

Supreme Chancellor—Sir S. W.
Grefen of New Orleans. La.

Supreme Vice Chancclloi —Sir
John W. §trauther of Mississippi.

P. S. C.—Sir E. A. Williams.
S. P. —Rev. Sir A. H. Newton.
S. L.—L. M. Mitchell.
S. M. of E.—John H. Young.

I. K. of R. and S.—-C. K. Rob-
inson of St. Louis, Mo.

S. M. at A.—D. T. Miller.
S. I. G.—Geo. A. Watty.
S. O. G.—Dennis Taylor.
S. M. D.—Dr. Jos. 11. Ward.

No. 1, Uniform Rank.
Major General—R. R. Jackson.

No. 1. Ordkr of Calanthe.
Supreme Attorney—S. A. T.

Watkins.
With the election and installa-

tion over, the work of the Supreme
Council was soon closed. Kansas
City sustained her widely known
reputation as a convention town.

Everyone was cared for. The not-

able feature was the banquet giv-
en by Second Baptist Church to

the members of the Supreme
Lodges. It was a cordial meeting
and the hospitality shown will live
long in the memory of all who at-

tended.

THE CALANTHE.

The Supreme Court of Calanthe
held its session at Kansas City.
John W. Strauthers as Supreme
Worthy Counsellor presided. The
work of the woman’s branch was
in excellent condition. This is one

of the largest organized body of
women in America and they are do-
ing much for the race.

BRAVERY OF
NEGRO WORKMAN

Pittsburg, Pa., August 14.—Ma-
jor Smith, a giant Negro employed
by the Malleable Iron Company
inside the plant, was on his way
to work last Thursday, when he
was attacked by a mob of fifty
strikers. Smith killed Stephen
Horvat, one of the strike leaders,
and wounded four others before
his gun was emptied. He was
beaten almost, to death by the
mob. A stone hit him on the
head, felling him. Instantly a
dozen strikers were on him, kick-
ing and beating him with clubs
and stones. He rose on one el-
bow, and, and getting his revolver,
began to shoot. At the first shot
the strikeis Hed, all but Horvat,
who sank to the ground ufter run-
ning a few steps. Four others fell
with blood dripping, but they man-

aged to stagger away, so that even

their names could not be learned.
Smith is in the hospital and will
recover.

PYTHIANS AND ELKS AFFEETEE

Atlanta! Ga., August 25.—1 n
this state a bitter fight is on be-
tween the white and colored secret

organizations, due to the action of
Gov. Brown in affixing the signa-
ture to a bill passed by the Georgia
Legislature prohibiting the use by
Negro secret societies of the in-
signia, ritualistic work, grips, etc.,

of orders composed of whites
While the act is supposed to leg.

islate out of existence the Negro
Knighls of Pythias and Elks,

whose names are identical wtih
those of the white Pythians and
Elks, the Negro Masons and Odd
Fellows are hot affected, the rea-
son being given that both of these
organizations have names slightly
different from the white Masonic
and Odd Fellows organizations.

Twenty-fifth INfantry Coming

Within a few weeks more and
the famous Twenty-Fifth Infantry
Company of the United States
Army will be stationed at Ft. Law-
ton. which is a Seattle suburd.
The brave black boys, who have
won fame on a hundred hard-
fought battlefields are deserving of
a rest and they will to an extent
get it at Ft. Lawton. For the past
two years they have been doing
service in the Philippine Islands,
where they have been compelled to
do a great deal of field service. It
has been said that a mild protest
was registered by a few Seattleites
when it was learned that the War
Department had determined to

station colored troops at Ft. Law-
ton, but it was not effective enough
to cause the department to give it
the least bit of consideration.
From persons who have lived near
other places where the Twenty-
Fifth has been Rationed it is learn-

ed that a more orderly set of sold-
iers never went into camp, and
that the Seattle citizens will not
have a hundredth part us much
trouble with the colored soldiers as
they huve had with the white sol
diers. Colored society is all agog
over the coming of the soleiers,
for it will mean many pleasant
social affairs for the Afro-Ameri
cans of this section. —Seattle Re-
publican.

LETTERS SENT TO PROMINENT
PERSONS BY BOOKER WASHINGTON

Dr. Booker T. Washington ad-
dressed 136 letters to prominent
persons in different parts of the

country in regard to the education
of the Negro. Hiß first question
was: “Has education made the
Negro economical and more in-
clined to ucquire wealth?” To

this question 98 replied "\es”; 14
No” 24 did not answer.
Another question was, “Has

education improved the morals of
the black race?” Ninety seven
replied "Yes,” two "No,” 19 did
not answer.

The third question was, “Does
it make him a more valuuble work-
man, especially where skill and

thought are required?” One hun-
dred and two answered “Yes,” two
-No,” two did not answer

The fourth question was, “Is
it us a rule the ignorant or educa-
ted Negro who commits crime?”
One hundred und fifteen answered
“the ignorant, five the educated,
17 did not answer.

The lust question was,” “Does
crime grow’ less as education in-
creases among the colored people? - ’
One hundred and two answered
“Yes,” 19 “No,” 15 did not answer.
—Seattle Republican.

RACE NEWS
GATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Richmond, Va.—During the
past three years the various colored
secret organizations have trans-

ferred all their moneys from the
white banks to the colored banks
of this city. “We do not do this
for spite or from race prejudice,
bet we felt the need of making
work for people.

Monroe, La., Aug. 24.—Half-
crazeil either by whisky or cocaine.
Bill Way, colored, from Pine Bluff
Arkansas, dashed down the main
street of Monroe today with a

double-barreled shotgun firing in
every direction. Citizens returned
the fire and Way fell after leceiv-
ing a score or more of wounds, but
not before be had injured twenty-
one persons. When the colored
man fell his body was dragged to a

public square and burned in the
presence of several thousand peo-
ple.

According to the latest statistics
there are 4,000 Afro-Americans in
Loudon, a large number in Paris
and not a few in Edinburgh. The
major portion are from the United
States, and they are said to be do-
ing well in business and the pro-
fessions. Many who go Irom

America with tourists as servants
remain on the continent. The
London colony of Afro-Americans
is attracting wide attention in the
business lifeof the city.

The rise of the Mosaic Templars
the fraternal order of Arkansas
original with the Negro, which is
now preparing to erect a $50,000

temple demonstrates the ability of
the Negro to get together without
the assistance of a white man's
name. We admit of course that
both “Mosiac” und “Templar” do
have caucasiou origins and that
both were leaders in retreat and
not progress The Atkins und
Howard fuctiotiß of the Elks failed
to unite in Detroit though both
met in the same hull and were ad-
dressed by Mayor Breitmeyer. It
is unfortunate that these organizu
tions cun not joiii their strength
and realize their possibilities but
we imagine that our regrets are not
shared so largely by the joyous
Elks.

Columbu-3, Ohio, August 24.
One hundred Negro recruits to the
United States Army arrived at the
Columbus Barracks last week,
coming from Atlanta, where their
sudden determination to work for
the government is said to have

crippled seriously the domestic
and business economics of a num-
ber of institutions where they were
a necessary, if humble part of the
macninerv. Stores and hotels
from which the recruits were gath-
ered, for the most part, are saying
naughty things about the L’nited
States. The sudden ambition for
military service on the part of the
Negro is said to be due to the en-
thusiastic reception accorded the
Tenth cavalry, which lias just re-
turned from a three years’ scout-
ing in campaign the Philippines.
There are a number of enlistments
expiring in this regiment and Ne-
groes are wanted to till the ranks.

The honors bestowed upon the
recently returned soldiers makes
this a relatively simple matter with
the enlisting officers.

Washington, August. 23. —“Not
guilty” is the verdict of the naval
court which tried Davis Williums,
the Negro mess attendant of the
battleship Vermont, who cuused
the death of a brother sailor as the
result of a boxing bout and who
was tried for manslaughter. News
of the acquittal was received
through a dispatch from Rear Ad-
miral Schroeder, commanding the
Atlantic battleship ffeet, now en-

gaged m turget practice at the
Southern drill grounds off Cape
Henry. In consequence of the
verdict, Williams will be turned
over to the Georgia authorities,
who want him for trial ou a charge
of assault and battery with intent
to kill, the alleged offense having
been committed before his enlist-
ment in the navy.

Atlanta. August 23.—Jau.es A.
Smith, a rich plunter, ex-State
Senator and once candidate for
Governor of Georgia, is accused of
employing ugents to kidnap Ne-
groes and carry them to his planta-
tion in Oglethorpe county and
there hold them in peonage. The
charges against Smith developed
when Simon Rouse, one of his al-
leged ageuts was arrested in At-
lanta accused of kidnapping and
held under SI,OOO bond. Seusa-
tiouul testimony was introduced
to the effect that Negroes were
held on the Smith farm for indeti-
nate periods without pay and that
they were treated in the same
manner as convicts. Many blacks
who had been on

’

the farm wero

present and said that when they
made any effort to leave they were

whipped unmercifully and put in
chains.


